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The Radical Environmental Journal 



Rene-Levasseur is an island located within the 
Manicouagan Reservoir north of Baie-Comeau in Quebec, 
Canada. Prior to October, no commercial exploitation on 
the island had ever occurred. According to multinational 
logging giant Kruger's "management" plan, 90 percent of 
the forest will be logged within the next 50 years. 

On November 26, four activists chained themselves to 
cement-filled barrels in front of Kruger's Montreal offices. 
For more than eight hours, they stopped vehicles from 
entering the company's parking lot and delayed employees' 
arrival to work. The action was aimed to attract public 
attention to Kruger's recent clearcutting on the island. 

The ecosystem on Rene-Levasseur island is old-growth 
boreal forest composed mostly of 200- and 300-year-old 
black spruce. The island is home to herds of wood caribou, 
moose, wolves, lynx, bears, wolverines, martens and many 

bird species. For more 

Viva la Boreale: Lockdown Against Kruger 


Innards 


Taking Action for the Tongass 3 

In Memory of ThunderCraig 6 

Crandon Mine Victory in Wisconsin 8 

The Dolphin Samurai of Taiji 10 

Sab the Bastards: EF! Disrupts Sheep Hunt .....13 

Hunt Sabotage 101 14 

Dire Wolves: Trackers Aid Wolf Recovery Efforts 16 

Elk Creek: A Direct Action Adventure.... 18 

Fairy Tales Rage in the Netherlands 20 

Recon 22 

Wal-Mart Sabotage in Indiana 23 

Book Review: The Day the World Said No to War 26 



■ ■ 

MardY MuRrfe; A Life Lived for the Wild 27 

An Interview with Radical Faerie MaxZine Wienstein 29 

California Fires Send Chainsaws into Action 34 

The Biggest Timber Sale in Modern History 36 

The Ghost of "Healthy Forests" Visits Kentucky.... 3 7 

Activists Target Humboldt Law Firm 39 

Cascadia Rising 40 

Autumn in Miami: FTAA Protests 42 

Take to the Night 43 

CAFT-A! SHAFT-A! 43 

Migration of the Monarch Butterfly 44 

Manufacturing Dissent: Prison Writings of Rob Los Ricos... 4 7 

2004 EF! Organizers Conference 49 

The Unprotected SUVs 56 


Sections 

Dear SFB...4 Fauna Cabala.. .7 Bare Bones... 15 Frontlines.. .24 Blast From the Past.. .26 Environmental News of the 
Weird.. .28 Armed With Visions.. .32 Prisoner Support Pages.. .46 Ask an EF! Lawyer... 4 8 Announcements.. .50 Sub 
Form.. .53 EF! Directory... 5 4 


artwork by Eian Wilson 




jZapata Vive! 

jLa Lucha Sigue! 


On January 1, 1994, armed revolu- 
tionaries took over a number of small 
towns in the state of Chiapas, Mexico. 
The insurgent forces of the Ejercito 
Zapatista deliberation National (EZLN) 
stated that they chose New Year's Eve 
for the start of the upri dng in order to 
call attention to tlv North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which 
came into force throughout North 
America at the stroke of midnight 
that day. 

The rebels quickly became head- 
line news worldwide. The effect of 
their insurection was felt not only 
in the closed club of Mexican poli- 
tics, but also in the US. The EZLN 
sent a strong message to the leaders 
of the world's most powerful nation 
that Mexico was not for sale, 
no matter what politicians from 
its ruling party said. The Zapatistas 
inspired activists everywhere to 
resist neoliberalism, a free market 


capitalist philosophy that prioritizes 
the commercial interests of compa- 
nies and powerful institutions over 
the rights of human beings. 

For those of us invested in the 
environmental, peace, la- 
bor and social justice 
movements here in the 
US, the 10th anniver- 
sary of the Zapatista up- 
rising is a good time to 
reflect on how the na- 
ture of our common 
project has changed. Ten 
years ago, using materi- 
als about NAFTA from the 
AFL-CIO and the Student 
Environmental Action 
Coalition, I gave my first 
public political presenta- 
tion in front of my high school 
peers. Today, the EZLN's critique of 
neoliberalism still inspires me to act 
for a truly democratic society. 

This society I work toward today is 
one in which nobody will be obliged 
to exploit or be exploited in order to 
live. The key lesson that many Ameri- 
can activists my age have learned in 
the years since the start of the Zapatista 
uprising is that we will never live in 
such a society unless we work against 
global arrangements that privilege the 
people of some nations at the expense 
of others. 

It is a great honor to express on these 
pages my solidarity with the EZLN. As 
a nonviolent activist, I don't have the 
inclination or the courage needed to 
take over by force even the tiniest of 
towns. But neither do I have enough 
words to express my profound respect 
for the Zapatistas and their charis- 
matic leader. 

In this issue of the Earth First! 
Journal, you will find representa- 
tion of our uncompromising de- 
fense of Mama Earth. Universally, 
these stories are about putting land 
and liberty before profit worldwide. 
Emiliano Zapata would be proud to 
hear us proclaim: ;Basta ya! jTierra 
y libertad! 

— Dan 
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^Takinq -faction for the ^tonqass 

with 12 tons o-fj sod. and a handful o-fc an^ry ■/■ Uaskans 


BY ShiKaTENE 

In November, six Alaskan residents, along with 24 
Greenpeace activists, laid 12 tons of sod on the road 
leading up to the doorstep of Undersecretary of Agriculture 
Mark Rey's office in Washington, DC. Five Alaskans and 
three Greenpeace activists were arrested. 

The action was held to reinforce the message that had been 
expressed during a meeting the previous day between the 
Alaskans and Mr. Rey. We 
wanted to make it abun- 
dantly clear to Mr. Rey 
what "roadless" looks like. 

The sod was later donated 
to be used to repair holes 
along the National Mall. 

Our meeting with Mr. 

Rey was to voice our 
outrage that the current 
administration had ex- 
empted the Tongass 
National Forest from the 
Roadless Area Conserva- 
tion Rule. This exemp- 
tion would open up 
pristine forest within the 
Tongass to even more 
industrial logging. 

We were ushered into a 
conference room and 
awaited the arrival of Mr. 

Rey. Prior to the meeting, 
it was decided amongst 
the group that Mr. Rey 
would not be allowed to 
dominate the discussion. 

There was no illusion that what we said would have any 
influence on his heart, prompting him to turn his back on 
20 years of lobbying for the timber industry. 

It is interesting to note that hanging on the walls of the 
conference room were two beautiful photographs of Alas- 
kan wilderness. This was called to Mr. Rey's attention and 
that it seemed to be incongruent with his predilection for 
roads and clearcuts. "If roads and clearcuts are no big deal, 
why don't you have portraits of them adorning your walls?" 

One of our members provided Mr. Rey with a very brief and 
polite outline as to how the meeting was going to be con- 
ducted. Next, we asked, "Would you, Mr. Rey, stand with us 
today and tell the American public that you will not allow 
roads to be built in Tongass roadless areas?" We explained to 
the undersecretary that before he answered this important 
question, the six of us would like to share our reasons why the 
Tongass should be included in the roadless rule. 


Up until this point, Mr. Rey remained calm and obliging. 
However, as each member spoke about the effects the 
decision to exempt the Tongass from conservation protec- 
tions would have upon subsistence users, ecotourism, 
taxpayers, families, commercial fisheries and aesthetics, 
Mr. Rey became increasingly agitated. His hands trembled, 
and the left side of his face twitched. 

When he was asked again, "Would you, Mr. Rey, stand 
with us today and tell the American public that you will 

not allow roads to be built 
in the Tongass roadless 
area?" He stated, flatly, "I 
can't do that." 

He was then asked why 
he had not listened to the 
more than two million 
Americans, 450 gun clubs, 
numerous religious orga- 
nizations and scientific 
groups who had over- 
whelmingly voiced their 
support for the Tongass to 
be included in the roadless 
rule. "I don't count votes," 
was his reply. We stated 
that this appeared to be 
the common rule for this 
administration. 

The hounding continued 
until one of our members 
said, "You are destroying 
the forests!" This proved to 
be too much for Mr. Rey. 
He came out of his chair, 
red-faced, shaking, with his 
finger pointed at his ac- 
cuser and yelled, "That's bullshit!" The person that this 
expletive was directed immediately launched, "That's 
bullshit" right back at him. Mr. Rey sat down. He continued 
to be evasive, and the group allowed him a moment to 
speak. In response to our questions, Mr. Rey portrayed 
himself as a poor bureaucrat neutered of any ability to make 
the changes we requested. 

At the end of the meeting, we left a very clear message: "You 
people can do whatever you want on paper, but it will be 
another thing to try and implement it in Alaska. There will be 
people who will not stand by and allow our forests to be 
gutted. We will do whatever it takes to stop you!" With that, 
the group walked out. When someone accidentally knocked 
over a chair, Mr. Rey said, "No need to destroy the furniture!" 

ShiKatene, a full-time activist residing in southeastern Alaska, 
is an active member of "The Tongass Pledge of Resistance . " He 
can be reached at shikatene@yahoo.com. 
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Hello Earth First! Journal, 

I hope everyone is well 
there in Tucson. The 
Journal has been extremely 
impressive lately. I find 
myself reacting positively 
to most of the articles, and 
even some of the points of 
view I disagree with are 
well written enough to 
encourage me into further 
thought on the subject. 

1 especially want to pay 
compliments to the 
smartMeme project folks; 
all of their contributions 
are excellent and worth 
several readings. 

— Rick 

Dear SFB, 

The biggest difference 
between nature and 
civilization is that nature 
works for a living. 

— Corry E. Mason 

Dear EF!J, 

First off, let me just say 
thank you for the attention 
paid to prisoners in the 
Journal — not just the printing 
of their addresses but also 
their words and art. I wanted 
to write to give people an 
update on Jeff "Free" Luer's 
case and let them know what 
they can do to aid Free in 
securing his freedom. 

Free's appeal is moving 
forward, albeit quite slowly as 
the state has just responded to 
his appeal with their own 64- 
page brief. In it, they call Free 
a "terrorist" numerous times 
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and attempt to paint him as a 
threat to the public. This tactic 
is dangerous if they succeed 
because they can push for 
either the denial of his appeal 
or permanent incarceration. 

Imagine: political prisoners 
incarcerated permanently 
because Ashcroft and 
company deem them threats 
to the public. It is imperative 
that we combat this terrorist 
label for Free, as well as all 
other political prisoners and 
direct action activists. 

Many ask what can be done. 
These are Free's suggestions 
from a recent letter with my 
comments in parenthesis: 
"Form a support group or 
contact a pre-existing group 
in your region. Spread info 
about my case. Do fundraisers 
to help with legal fees (checks 
should be made out to Free's 
Defense Network, POB 3, 
Eugene, OR 97440). Hold 
demos (good days: June 11, 
the anniversary of Free's 
imprisonment; December 5, 
Free's birthday). Contact me 
for more info, my address is 
on the EF!J prisoner page." 

To all of this, I would 
add writing letters to 
Oregon publications in 
Free's defense. For more 
information or additional 
ways to support Free, 
contact Friends of Free, 
freefreenow@mutualaid.org; 
www. freefreenow.org. 
Thanks for your support 
and keep up the great work, 
— Dylan, Friends of Free 


EF!, 

Your November/December 
2003 issue is excellent. I read 
with interest the articles on 
SUVs. While I loathe and 
despise all SUVs and the 
scumbags who drive them, I 
feel other motorists should 
also be held responsible for 
global warming, air pollution, 
energy waste, etc. Such as: 

A. The bald, middle-aged, 
pot-bellied business exec who 
thinks his 400 H.P. 17 mpg 
Corvette will make him look 
hot to young babes. 

B. The 70-year-old women 
in their 4000 lb, 18 ft., 12 
cup-holder, dual climate- 
controlled Coupe De Ville. 

C. The 20-something geeks 
in their Jeep Wranglers. 

D. The Rednecks in their 
bad-ass pick-up trucks. 

E. The A-holes who drive 
Porsches, BMWs, M-Bs, Jaguars. 

F. The losers who drive gas- 
guzzling Mustangs, Cameros, 
Firebirds and Vipers. 

Etc, etc, etc. 

The point I’m trying to make 
is that 95 percent of all the 
vehicles in this country are 
climate-changing, air- 
polluting, gas-guzzling 
monuments of American 
stupidity, waste, selfishness 
and arrogance. 

— Jack Welch 

Dear Friends of the Buffalo, 

In this time of 
thankfulness, we have some 
sad news. On Tuesday 
November 25, another bull 


buffalo was shot dead by 
DOL agent Shane Grube 
while running back toward 
the boundary of 
Yellowstone National Park. 
He was some 25 yards shy of 
the border. Volunteers had 
to witness the agents drag 
the dead bull to the facility 
where they proceeded to 
fork-lift him onto a truck, 
gut and skin him and 
remove his head. 

Again another powerful 
animal died at the hands of 
the ignorant and intolerant. 
The bull lived the only way 
he knew how — "Wild and 
Free!" Even in death, the 
Buffalo continue to teach. 

In this past week while 
out on patrol, volunteers 
have been honored by a 
visiting pack of wolves, 
howling to others in the 
distance while eight bull 
bison lay silent amidst the 
sage brush, seemingly 
undisturbed by the presence 
of their predatory visitors. 
A bald eagle soars overhead, 
scanning Duck Creek for a 
meal while three otters 
break water as they come 
up for a look and quickly 
dive under again. A lone 
moose can be seen in the 
pines. Two ravens chase a 
Red-tailed hawk west of 
Sandy Butte. 

Each day in the field we are 
reminded that we are merely 
a strand in this huge web. 

With the Buffalo, 

— Roman 




Dear Ned "Clueless" Ludd, 

Asking your local lighting 
store to save their burnt-out 
bulbs to throw paint at the 
urbanscape is a real shi(f)t- 
for-brains idea (see EF!f 
November-December 2003). 
Be sure to tell the store keeper 
how you are going to use 
them and where you live 
while you are there, too! For 
those who don't want to leave 
a trail, go to a thrift store and 
buy them. 

— Shiftless 

Dear Earth First! Family, 

The most profound tragedy 
is born of the greatest love. 
With the love we shared for 
Craig Walter Beneville, his 
death leaves a deep emptiness 
that shall never be filled. Fie 
was a lover of life with a 
compassion and laughter 
unequaled, a natural leader 
without pretense, a 
champion of the wild places. 

Those of us who had the 
honor of sharing in 
protest, a camping or river 
trip, any occasion with 
him will not forget his 
charm and generosity. A 
generosity not only of 
possession, but of spirit. 

We are left saddened and 
searching, but Craig left us 
with a mission. We must 
remember his example and 
forge forward against the 
metal-plastic jaws of 
destruction. We 


destruction of the planet, we 
need to work to stop sexual 
violence, misogyny and 
sexist attitudes" (see EF!) 
September-October 2003). 
Nothing could be more true. 
Fighting male supremacy 
and ending "the war against" 
is worthy of our efforts as 
much as any other social/ 
political/economic cause. 

But taking a position 
against sexism and patriarchal 
violence is also a means of 
addressing the problems of 
population size and growth, 
which are root causes of many 
environmental problems, 
including climate change, 
ozone depletion, air and water 
pollution, traffic congestion, 
and sprawl. 

Members of the eco/social 
justice/anarchist movements 
to which d speaks should 
broaden their efforts and 
oppose President Bush's anti- 
abortion policies, such as the 
Global Gag Rule, which bans 
foreign aid for organizations 
that undertake voluntary 
abortion activities, even if 
these activities are supported 
by non-US funds. The revival 
of this Reagan policy has 
already meant that thousands 
of African women have lost 
not just family-planning 
assistance, but prenatal and 
infant care— and (what is 
newly devastating) help in 
fighting AIDS. 


Opposing the Bush policy 
would be consistent with 
Principle 20 of the Rio 
Declaration, which provides: 
"Women have a vital 
role in environmental 
management. Their full 
participation is therefore 
essential to achieve 
sustainable development." 

Second, and perhaps more 
important, by strengtheningthe 
link between environmentalism 
and issues of social justice, we 
have the opportunity to show 
that we are not simply interested 
in protecting the comforts and 
aesthetic pleasures of affluent 
nature lovers. In other words, by 
working to stop sexual violence, 
misogyny, and sexist attitudes, 
we can increase our ranks in the 
battle to stop the destruction of 
the planet. 

— Avi Brisman 

Dear SFB, 

I have worked tirelessly 
for several decades in 
struggles such as the 
Redwood forests of 
California, Mt. Graham in 
Arizona and against US 
intervention in Central 
and South America. 

Many of these struggles 
were long and difficult 
both because of the powers 
that we opposed and 
because of our own 
movement's weaknesses. I 
have a hard time telling 


young activists that I meet 
what group I think is worth 
putting their effort (or my 
own) into. Single issue 
campaigns do not seem to be 
effective activism or 
educational tools. My best 
proof is the popularity of 
Bush despite his war crimes 
and global arrogance. 

I have long felt that the 
rising consciousness and 
rebelliousness in Latin 
America is the best hope that 
the Western Hemisphere has 
for real change. This is why 
the US vigorously attacks 
popular movements in 
Nicaragua, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Colombia, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, etc. 

It is why I attended the 
WTO protests in Cancun 
and why I am now in 
Chiapas preparing to 
tour Mexican activist 
communities in order to 
help them network with 
other North Americans 
and help us understand the 
struggles important to 
them and how we can 
unite against US-led 
free trade enslavement 
schemes such as the WTO, 
FT A A and NAFTA. 

Miracles began in 
Cancun. For the first time 
in more than 10 years, I feel 
energized and now have 
something to ask people to 
put their energy into. 

I watched and 


must remember that 
beaming smile that 
shared his loving 
strength with us. 
We will miss you, 
Craig, but you will 
always be alive in 
our hearts and 
minds. 

With love, 

— One of his many 

FRIENDS 

Dear SFB, 

In "Open Letter 
to Men in the 
Eco/Social Justice/ 
Anarchist 
Movements," d 
advocates that "if 
we truly want 
to stop the 
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Here li&s Keifzo -the- Killer Whale-. 

Kidnapped from the oeean at a y oi/n g_ 
age. Kebmed to the great waters 
after nears of eaptivitij. Rejected tij 
the wild whales, f+e died alone, vnafcle 
to fend for hi MS elf. 


participated in a 
difficult organizing 
scene where 
international 
activists who were 
poorly funded and 
fearful of the 
Mexican police state 
came together with 
the Mexican student 
and campesino 
groups to create 
effective and 
dramatic actions 
despite the problems 
we faced with 
language, styles and 
threats from the 
thousands of 
well-armed and 
fortified military. 

— Almond 


January-February 2004 Earth First! Page 5 




In Memory of ThunderCraig: 1 967-2003 



by Mick Garvin and 
Jim Flynn 

"The Thunderbird was 
usually a friend to humans, 
a benevolent spirit seen as 
the source of wisdom. The 
Chippewa stated that the 
eyes of the Thunderbird 
flashed with fire, his glance 
engendered lightning and 
the flapping of his wings 
produced thunder. The 
Algonkian tribes believed 
the Thunderbird to be a 
benign nature spirit. The 
Assiniboin claimed the 
wise old Thunderbird 
never harmed or killed 
anyone. Usually, his role is 
to challenge some other 
great power and protect the 
Indians. But in some 
legends, the Thunderbird 
is himself malevolent, 
carrying off people to 
their doom." 

— Steve Mizrach, author of 

Thunderbird and Trickster 

Other legends say that 
if you seek the 
Thunderbird and acquire 
a tail feather, you can 
bring back the dead. 

Riding a Thunderbird has 
been said to be like riding 
lightning itself. From the 
stories we have heard of Craig's 
childhood of skateboards, mountain 
bikes, scooters and motorcycles — and 
from what we know of Craig's climbing 
and rafting skills — we would have to 
say that if there ever was anyone who 
would dare to ride a Thunderbird, it 
would have been Craig. 

Craig Walter Beneville, 36, 
restoration forestry contractor and 
former editor of the Earth First! 
journal, died December 1. While 
climbing with close friends and 
working on a wildlife habitat creation 
contract, Craig fell from a large 
Douglas fir on the slopes of Table 
Rock Mountain in the Molalla River 
drainage, approximately 30 miles 
northeast of Salem, Cascadia. He had 


Early August 2003, Lobster 

been performing similar work for the 
past six years. 

Craig — the fabulous ThunderCraig 
to us mortals — was a god. Maybe not 
on par with Amitaba Buddha, Jesus, 
Odin, Allah, Coyote or Krishna, but 
a deity nonetheless. Perhaps closer 
to Pan, Craig was more interested in 
the taste of good beer, making music 
and laughing like a spastic pileated 
woodpecker. He was loved and 
worshipped by his many followers. 
Hell, even the dykes liked him. 

He was passionate and fearless, not 
a combination that normally leads 
to a long life. He smiled a lot and was 
kind to animals (mostly). He related 
to children better than most parents. 
He danced without self- 


consciousness or 
rhythm, sang in a very 
special way and drank 
with polished skill. He 
loved tequila and 
the whole godforsaken 
desert that comes with 
it. He was ThunderCraig. 

Hewasmanyotherthings 
as well: intellectual couch 
potato, wildlands firefighter, 
rock climber, connoisseur of 
very fucked-up jokes, 
carpenter, poet, Whitewater 
raft captain, brewer, scrub- 
hugging canyon rat, 
philosopher, sick puppy 
and slammin' cow-punk 
guitar beater. 

He was respected and 
liked by the Freddies 
and BLMers who came 
into contact with him, 
loved by his friends and 
family, feared and hated 
by few. He leaves 
behind his mother and 
father, Barbara and 
Edward, siblings Ed, 
Sandy, Kirby and Casey 
and grieving thousands. 
Thanks for the elbow 
5 room Craig, but we always 
S thought we'd be with you 
for at least a little longer... 
Valley, Oregon Mick Garvin and Jim Flynn 
could be considered co- 
widows of our fallen comrade. For more 
than a decade they have been climbing, 
hiking, partying and raising hell with 
Craig (while trying to keep up with, and 
cleaning up after, the ornery S.O.B). 


People can help continue the 
type of surveying work Craig did 
by sending a donation to the 
Cascadia Wildlands Project, 
earmarked “Northwest 
Ecosystem Survey Team,” 

POB 10455 
Eugene, OR 97440. 
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Born in Basilic, New Jersey, on January 
23, 1967; raised in Orange County, 
California. Graduated in 1993 with honors 
from the University ofCalifornia-lrvine. 

Late '80s until early '90s: 
Attempting to stop the destruction 
of coastal sage-scrub ecosystems in 
southern California, Craig locked 
himself to the entrance of the Orange 
County Transportation Corridor 
Agency, hung banners and himself 
from large, cranes, flung cow feces 
around the 
C o u n c i I 
C h a m hers 
and chased 
bulldozers. 

19 9 2: 

Boarded and 
seized the 
S a in in i 
Superstar, a South Korean carrier ship 
loaded with tropical hardwood in 
the Port of Long Beach, California, 
with IT!, Rainforest Action Network 
and Greenpeace. 

1992: Boarded and bannered the 
Edward Abbey, the flagship for the 
maritime ego-warrior movement, in 
response to Cap'n Paul's "lily-livered 
banner hangers" comment. 


1998: Moved to Eugene, Oregon, 
to work on the Earth First! Journal, 
where he was an editor until 1997. 

1995: While protesting trophy 
hunting, got kicked out of Canada 
for hanging a banner from a 287- 
foot-tall flagpole. Authorities were 
unable to remove the banner 
for weeks. 

1998: Filed a lawsuit against the 
FBI regarding information allegedly 
linking the Unabomber to Earth 
First!. Won 
the lawsuit 
in 2003. 

1998 to 
present: 
Initiated 
volunteer 
red tree vole 
surveys in 
Cascadia. Conducted surveys 
between work on forest contracts 
and home improvement projects at 
his Winter home in Joshua Tree, 
California. He turned in some fresh 
vole poop just days before his fall. 

If you can overcome your distaste 
for inappropriate technology, as 
Craig frequently did, check out 
www.thundercraig.com. 


Craig in Action 


I he iiiuiiy facets of Craig (from left to right): On board, going for it, fearless, flying, friends and finally, 
when Hyundai came to Eugene, ( tregon, and wanted to build its offices on federally protected wetlands, 
Craig was there to tell him how he felt about it. After throwing the sign "Hyundai: A Good Corporate 
Citizen " to the ground and stopping on it, he yelled, “You people make we want to throw up!" 



auna Qabaia'f 


by Faith Walker 


For Craig, whose riparian bellowings — 
“Hey, Can I Touch You?," "Down with 
Empire!, " and "Happy, happy, we're so fiicking 
happy, tra la la la laa... " — were of the highest 
quality. You are missed beyond words. 

In the Darling Ranges of southwestern 
Australia, male quacking frogs ( Crinia 
georgiana) are bellowing beatific ballads. 
This acoustic anuran's duck-like call is 
exceedingly attractive to females, who are 
all ears during nocturnal splashings in 
shallow, moss-lined pools. Such a riparian 
Shangri-La is congested with a congregation 
of competing callers, each stunning with 
his fuchsia or golden eyeshadow and the 
rosy patch on his amphibian privates. 

A male will wait until the end of his 
neighbor's call before delivering one of 
his own, and he tends to precisely match 
its number of notes. This means that he 
is just as attractive as his rival, while 
minimizing both the chance that his 
crooning will lure a predator and the 
energy expended in this amorous pursuit, 
which isn't minimal. In fact, the objects 
of his desire prefer acoustic feats involving 
multiple notes, lots of pulses on the first 
note and a high calling rate. It's thus 
likely that the male call is an honest 
signal of his quality, which translates 
into fit froglets. 

When voluptuous females hop about 
in the clamorous chorus, they pass right 
on by many suitors before being 
successfully serenaded. Dawdling has 
drawbacks, however, because musically 
challenged males adopt debaucherous 
strategies. Satellite males hang out by 
the more musically gifted ones, waiting 
until the happy couple retires before 
joining them, while sneaker males 
ramble around intercepting females as 
they run to their beau. 

It's thus that half of all matings are 
1- polyandrous, usually involving two (and 
| sometimes up to nine) males in a frog 
| sandwich. Females attempt to avoid such 
I libidinous activities because males don't 
5 aim well in the confusion, so many of 
| the eggs she releases either aren't 
A fertilized or aren't fertilized 
g by the quacking hopper 
with the good genes. This 
story is repeated night 
after night in the forest 
in wintertime, until 
the pools are a^ 
with tadpoles. 
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Crandon Mine Victory in Wisconsin 
Won by a Historic Alliance 


. 
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Members of the Wolf Watershed Educational Project stand behind the "tombstones" meant to symbolize mining disasters worldwide. 


by Debra McNutt and Zoltan Grossman 

This Fall, the 28-year fight to stop the proposed Crandon 
mine in northeastern Wisconsin came to a sudden end. 
Opponents defeated the controversial zinc-copper project, 
which they had long contended would harm the local 
environment, economy and Native cultures, and, in the 
end, two Native American tribes gained ownership and 
control of the mine site. 

The Forest County Potawatomi and the Mole Lake 
Sokaogon Chippewa (Ojibwe) paid more than $16 mil- 
lion for the 5,000-acre mine site. On October 28, tribal 
members and non-Indian mine opponents flooded into 
the Nicolet Minerals Information Center, now owned by 
Mole Lake, to celebrate. The Nicolet Minerals Company 
has dropped all mining permit applications for the 
Crandon mine. 

As he hung a giant "sold" sign on the building, 
Potawatomi tribal member Dennis Shepherd exclaimed, 
"We rocked th,e boat. Now we own the boat." The two 
tribes divided the Crandon mine site between them- 
selves, to ensure that a toxic, metallic sulfide mine could 
never threaten them in the future. 

This remarkable victory goes beyond stopping the 
project. In the process of organizing, the grassroots oppo- 
sition movement helpted to build bridges between groups 
that had previously been adversaries. It brought together 
Native American nations with sport-fishing groups, envi- 
ronmentalists with unionists and rural residents with 
urban students. 

This unusual alliance first drove out the world's largest 
resource corporation (Exxon) and then the world’s 
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largest mining company (the Australian-South African firm 
BHP Billiton). The shaft mine was proposed in an area that 
encompasses many wetlands, Ojibwe wild rice beds and 
Native burial sites, as well as prized trout, walleye and 
sturgeon in the Wolf River (see EF!) August-September 2002). 

Through old-fashioned grassroots organizing, which 
included speaking tours and local government resolu- 
tions, the movement campaigned throughout 
Wisconsin for a statewide mining moratorium and a 
still-proposed ban on cyanide use in mining. Using the 
Internet, the campaign got the message out around the 
world, even leading to a rally in Australia. This is 
an example of "globalization-from-below" in the 
midwestern Heartland. 

International mining journals characterized the Wis- 
consin organizers as "barbarians at the gates of 
cyberspace" who were becoming "increasingly sophisti- 
cated." The Wolf Watershed Educational Project was 
portrayed as a "threat to the global mining industry." 
Last year, one mining industry think tank, the Vancouver- 
based Fraser Institute, gave Wisconsin the lowest "In- 
vestment Attractiveness Index" of any political unit in 
the entire world (a score of 13 out of 100). 

The tribes bought the site at a "rummage sale" price 
partly because the grassroots movement had driven away 
potential corporate partners for the Nicolet Minerals 
Company, and therefore had caused the sale price to drop 
by tens of millions of dollars. Nicolet's former director, 
Gordon Connor, Jr., complained that Wisconsin's "anti- 
corporate culture" defeated the mine, adding, "We have 
engaged every significant mining interest in the world. 
The message is clear. They don't want to do business in 


the state of Wisconsin." Former Nicolet President Dale 
Alberts said that the Crandon mine "is dead and gone 
forever. I think it is essentially the end of mining in the 
state. It is a bitter pill." 

How did this strong anti-mining movement develop in 
Wisconsin? Because it effectively drew from four strands 
in the state's his- 
tory. It engaged 
the tradition of 
progressive popu- 
lism, which has a 
history of mis- 
trusting big busi- 
ness. It exhibited 
the environmen- 
tal ethics of John 
Muir and Aldo 
Leopold, which 
are still strong in 
rural areas. It 
tapped into the 
historic resent- 
ment that rural 
northern Wiscon- 
sin residents have for the 
state government in Madi- 
son. And it was the historic 
determination of Native 
American nations, includ- 
ing the Ojibwe, Potawatomi 
and Menominee, to protect 
their treaty rights and tribal 
sovereignty that proved to 
be the decisive factor in the 
campaign's success. 

The mining companies 
not only tried to pit whites 
against Native Americans, 
but also rural northern resi- 
dents against urban south- 
ern residents and union 
members against environ- 
mentalists. They failed in 
each attempt. The mining 
companies could not divide Wisconsin communi- 
ties by race, by region or by class. 

Resource corporations are no strangers to deal- 
ing with environmental groups made up largely 
of white, urban, upper-middle-class people. The 
companies have been able to portray such activ- 
ists as yuppies or hippies who do not care about 
rural jobs. 

What corporations face in Wisconsin is some- 
thing new — an environmental movement that is 
rural-based, multi-racial, middle-class, working-class 
and made up of many youth and elders. This movement 
does not just address a corporation's environmental threats, 
but also its threats to Native cultures, local economies and 
democratic institutions, as well as its "boom-and-bust" 
social disruptions and its mistreatment of union employees. 


This type of "people power" movement also defeated a 
Perrier-owned springwater drilling project in central Wis- 
consin in 2002 and is opposing an electric transmission 
line in northwestern Wisconsin. New environmental groups 
are going beyond the message of "not in my backyard" to 
"not in anyone's backyard," corresponding with a deeper 
critique of our corporate economy and 
politics. Environmentalists are asking why 
we need centralized electric grids instead 
of renewable energy, bottled water instead 
of cleaner water supplies and new sources 
of metal instead of recycled materials. 

!• The Crandon mine victory points to- 
? ward new paths for people of diverse back- 
| grounds to work together. It also shows 
how communities can together build a 
sustainable future on the land. The former 
mine site will now be managed to protect 
| its natural and cultural resources, as well 
as to develop a local sus- 
tainable economy. 

For the local Native and 
non-Native people who 
have spent so much time 
and money to defeat this 
project, the victory brings 
a sense of peace after a 
quarter century of struggle. 
At the Nicolet Minerals In- 
formation Center, Mole 
Lake veteran Jerry Burnett 
brought out an American 
flag he had long carried 
upside down, as a symbol 
of distress, and turned it 
upright. 

Burnett told the gathered 
crowd, "I fought in Viet- 
nam. When I came back, I 
swore I would not fight 
another war except 
in defense of my 
country. And then I 
had to fight the 
mining company to 
defend my own soil. 
We have won this 
war. Now the war 
is over." 

For more informa- 
tion, contact the 
Midwest Treaty Net- 
work, POB 1045, Eau 
Claire, WI 54702; 
(715) 833-8552; 

www.treatyland.com; www.wolfriverprotectionfund.org. 

Debra McNutt and Zoltan Grossman are members of the 
Midwest Treaty Network. McNutt is a longtime anti-racism 
and environmental organizer, while Grossman is a professor at 
the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. 



"We have lost so many resources, so 
many wild places, in just a few 
generations. This purchase protects 
some of the remaining resources, from 
the groundwater and wetlands to the 
waters of the Wolf River." 

— Gus Frank, chairman of the Forest 
County Potawatomi community 
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The Dolphin Samurai of Taiji 

Sea Shepherd Crew Confronts Dolphin Slaughter in Japan 


by Captain Paul Watson 

More than 22,000 dolphins and small 
whales are slaughtered in remote Japa- 
nese bays every year. Places like Iki, Izu, 
Ito, Futo and Taiji have become associ- 
ated with horrific images of defenseless 
dolphins being speared, slashed, 
clubbed and drowned. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation So- 
ciety began an aggressive campaign in 
September to oppose the annual dol- 
phin slaughter near Taiji. 

On September 29, a three-person 
crew, under the direction of Cali- 
fornia activist Nik Hensey, ar- 
rived in southern Japan to 
document the dolphin 
kill and gather evi- 
dence on illegal 
activities by the 
fishermen. 

Within a 
week, the 
first dolphin 
drive began. 

When 
the killing 
started on 
the morn- 
ing of Octo- 
ber 6, the Sea 
Shepherd crew 
was positioned 
on the cliffs over- 
looking the bay. Cana- 
dian Brooke MacDonald 
and Morgan Whorwood of the 
UK captured the slaughter on camera. 
The images later appeared on the front 
pages of major newspapers around 
the world. 

The Japanese government was em- 
barrassed and responded by having 
signs placed around Taiji that prohib- 
ited photographs. Still armed with their 
cameras, the Sea Shepherd crew pa- 
trolled the waterfront every day 
throughout October and November. 

In late October, the crew caught the 
slaughter of 13 Mellon-headed whales 
on videotape. The Mellon-headed 


whale is a protected species, and the 
kill was illegal. More whales would 
have been killed, but the Sea Shepherd 
crew used steel rods to bang on the 
rocks around the bay and thus drove 
1 7 whales back out to sea. 

MacDonald and Whorwood de- 
parted from Taiji at the end of Octo- 
ber, and Hensey was left to hold the 
ground alone for a few days. Despite 
threats and assaults, Hensey defended 
himself and kept up the patrols with 
his video camera. 


At one point, a 
fisherman struck him with a stick, and 
Hensey retaliated by challenging the 
group of fishermen to a duel with 
Japanese bamboo swords. None of the 
fishermen accepted the challenge, 
leaving Hensey as the undisputed last 
samurai in Taiji. 

Fortunately, Hensey was reinforced 
by famed dolphin defender Ric 
O'Berry, who has dedicated his life to 
protecting these gentle and intelli- 
gent creatures. Allison Lance Watson 
from the US and Alex Cornelissen from 
the Netherlands were dispatched from 


the Sea Shepherd ship Farley Mowat in 
Seattle, Washington, and Thomas 
Heinemann, a German citizen, arrived 
from Santa Cruz, California. 

Actor Billy McNamara of Law and 
Order fame arrived from New York 
with his camera. While on patrol film- 
ing some pilot whales being killed, 
McNamara was assaulted by fisher- 
men with sticks. He stood his ground. 

The Sea Shepherd crew were clearly 
frustrating the fishermen by the sec- 
ond week of November. Police arrived 
and followed the crew every- 
where, warning them not 
to take pictures. 

On November 18, a 
number of dolphins 
and pilot whales 
were driven into 
Taiji Bay. By this 
time, the Sea 
Shepherd crew 
had witnessed 
enough blood 
and suffering. 
They had heard 
too many screams 
from tortured and 
dying dolphins. 

The dolphins in the 
bay were terrified. The 
fishermen speared a couple 
of animals to force the others 
to rally around. This is a common 
procedure to take advantage of the 
complex social inter-relationships of 
marine mammals. A deliberate injury 
to one or two members of the pod will 
lead to others attempting to assist 
their wounded family members. 

For Watson and Cornelissen, it was 
enough. They slipped into wetsuits 
and entered the water. 

The dolphins and whales were be- 
hind two walls of nets. Cornelissen 
cut the outer net, while Watson cut 
the inner one. Both began to swim 
across the bay while towing the 
heavy net across. From inside the 
enclosure, a few of the dolphins be- 
gan to escape. 
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Suddenly, a fast skiff came roaring 
in and narrowly missed running over 
Watson. The fisherman reached down 
and grabbed the net to reconnect it. 
But Watson refused to let go, and they 
began a tug of war — the fisherman on 
the bow of the boat and she in the 
water. Twice the boat operator ran 
over her, but Watson still refused to let 
go. The fisherman looped the rope 
from the net around Watson's neck 
and attempted to strangle her, but she 
managed to slip out of the noose. 

After an hour of skirmishing in the 
water with fishermen, Watson and 
Cornelissen were arrested for "forced 
interference with commerce." The next 
day, the police confiscated all of 
Heinemann and Hensey's video and 
camera equipment, making further 
documentation impossible. 

Watson and Cornelissen were held 
for 23 days without being allowed to 
communicate with anyone outside of 
the jail. The Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
tion Society secured the assistance of a 
lawyer from Tokyo who arranged for 
the two to be released after paying an 
$8,000 fine. The alternative was to 
plead not guilty and to remain in a 
Japanese prison for three months while 
awaiting trial for a crime that carries a 
maximum sentence of three years. 

This does not end the campaign. 
Another Sea Shepherd crew arrived in 
Taiji on December 21, and O'Berry will 
be returning in January. This promises 
to be a long, hard and painfully frus- 
trating fight, but it is having an impact. 
The eyes of the world are on Japan. 

On December 10, demonstrations 
were held at Japanese Consulates in 
more than 40 cities worldwide, in- 
cluding a protest in Tokyo. Many in 
Japan are now beginning to question 
the slaughter. 

When Watson and Cornelissen were 
released from jail, they were escorted 
to Osaka by the police. Their escorts 
expressed respect for what the pair 
did: "You did what you had to do. You 
did your duty for the dolphins and in 
serving them, you are the dolphin 
samurai of Taiji." 

For more information, visit 
www.seashepherd.org. 

Captain Paul Watson is the founder 
and president of the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society and a national 
director of the Sierra Club. 

Photo by Brooke McDonald/Sea Shepherd. 


Off the coast of Taiji, Japan, fishermen capture dolphins by 
working in small boats, using sounding rods below the water's 
surface to interfere with the dolphin's sonar and navigational 
abilities. Once located, the dolphins are penned overnight, then 
smaller skiffs drive the pods toward the beach where the 
animals are slaughtered and bled to death in the bay — staining 
the water blood red. Sea Shepherd crewmember Nik Hensey was 
on the frontlines in Taiji for two months this Fall, where he 
patrolled the waterfront, skirmished with dolphin killers and 
documented brutal atrocities. 

I have been forced to watch as "fishermen" drove spears into a small 
pod of striped dolphins. As heat rose from the open wounds of a 
recently killed whale, I videotaped the butchers while they hacked off 
her pectoral fins. I have seen a pod of 50 terrified pilot whales 
frantically thrash about as the males in the pod sought to protect 
nursing mothers and newborns from the boats of the Taiji "fishermen. " 

I have also experienced the callousness of a community of whalers who 
seek exemption from international condemnation by evoking notions 
of "culture" and "tradition." 

With the crimson waters and bloody corpses of more than 100 whales 
and dolphins, I see no "tradition" being played out— only greed. These 
killers view the oceans as nothing more than an asset to be liquidated. My 
eyes see blood red; their eyes see only the color of money. 

The fact of the matter is that the dolphin drives of Taiji are big business, 
and the profit comes not from dolphin and whale meat, but from the live 
dolphins that are sold into captivity. If aquariums and "swimming with 
the dolphins" operations are a part of Japanese "culture," than I might 
stand corrected. But first show me the Kanji scrolls. 

I am here in Taiji because my crewmates and I are driven by both 
compassion and rage, which burn throughout our bodies at the sight of 
injustice and brutality. There are some who have called us "terrorists" for 
saving dolphins here. If we are terrorists for believing that life is more 
important than property, then what term does one reserve for those who 
take life, threaten life and engage in the wholesale slaughter of innocent 
life? One must ask: "What drives someone to the point where s/he feels 
it necessary to jump into cold waters to save a pod of dolphins?" 

Whether for culture or profit, the dolphin and whale cultures of the 
oceans are being threatened. When the oceans are void of the dolphin 
and the whale, what will we tell generations to come? What will we tell 
our children and grandchildren who ask us about the mythical giants 
who once swam the oceans? 

There are two paths we can go down: one ends in the destruction of life 
and the other ends with its preservation. When asked by future genera- 
tions what role 1 played in the destruction of the animal nations, my 
crewmates and I can proudly say that we stood in their defense. 

— Nik Hensey 

To chum tradition at the expense 
of exterminated species 
just doesn’t seem sufficient 
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Sab the Bastards! 

EF! Disrupts Bighorn Sheep Hunt in Arizona 


by Phoenix and Chuk'shon Earth First! 

In the world of trophy hunting, desert bighorn sheep are 
a once in a lifetime prize. The North American Sheep 
Hunters Association glorifies hunters who kill one of each 
of the five subspecies of bighorn sheep in North America by 
deeming them members of the "Grand Slam Club." Of the 
five subspecies, the desert bighorn is the rarest. 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department grants 150 
permits to kill desert bighorn throughout the state each 
December. For the third year in a row, Earth First! was 
prepared to sabotage the trophy hunters attempting to 
slaughter 15 animals in the Kofa National Wildlife Refuge. 

In 1939, more than one million acres of land were set 
aside in Arizona as a bighorn sheep sanctuary, including 
the Kofa. At that time, no more than 700 desert bighorn 
were left in Arizona due to overhunting, habitat fragmen- 
tation and the introduction 
of domestic sheep disease. 

However, by the 1950s, lim- 
ited desert bighorn trophy 
hunting was allowed. 

Today, the Kofa serves as 
host to a variety of profes- 
sional hunting guides and 
outfitters who charge fees, 
starting at $5,000, to lead 
trophy hunters into rugged 
mountain sanctuaries deep 
inside the refuge. 

Earth First! believes that 
national wildlife refuges 
should be sanctuaries for native wildlife, not playgrounds 
for recreational killers. Desert bighorn recovery in Arizona 
will only be successful if it is done for the sake of the bighorn 
rather than to provide wall ornaments for trophy hunters. 

Activists from both Phoenix and Chuk'shon Earth First! 
are dedicated to stopping hunters from killing bighorn. 
The tactics used are simple and have been met with limited 
success: locate the sheep hunters, follow them into the 
hunting areas and spook the bighorn rams away from the 
hunters' guns. 

Sabotaging a desert bighorn sheep hunt requires incred- 
ible stealth and endurance. Long hours are spent hiking 
through lava-strewn mountains in search of the hunters. 
Saboteurs depart the basecamp before dawn to shadow an 
entourage of hunters as they head into the bighorn’s 
territory, often hiking 10-15 miles a day. The objective is to 
not lose sight of the hunters, who spend the mornings and 
late afternoons spotting for trophy rams in the distance 
before stalking them for a rifle shot. 


On December 6, a battalion of EF! hunt saboteurs 
spotted a sheep hunter's vehicle north of Bighorn Pass. 
We exited our 4x4 and headed uphill to look for the 
hunters. Whether they knew it or not, their hunt was 
over. For the next four hours, we followed the husband 
and wife hunting team until they packed up their vehicle 
and left the bighorn in peace. 

That evening we received a special campfire visit from 
two hunting guides we had met that morning. Believing 
we were only hikers, they boasted of the rigors of bighorn 
hunting and provided us with vital intelligence. Mike was 
a friendly, 50-year-old, barrel-chested Marine veteran who 
operated Good Times Outfitters out of Phoenix in his spare 
time. Carlos was a 30-something, athletically built tracker 
who Mike referred to as his "game getter." Their client was 
an Arizona trophy hunter who had paid Mike to lead him 
to a big chocolate-colored ram. 

We learned from Mike and 
Carlos that the bighorn were 
not grazing freely in the un- 
seasonably warm weather 
but instead were keeping to 
their higher Summer range. 
During colder weather, big- 
horn normally graze on 
open mountainsides where 
hunters can more easily spot 
the sheep. 

The next morning, seven 
hunt saboteurs rumbled 
through Hoodoo Wash to- 
ward the tall rocky spires of 
the Kofa Mountains. We were on the prowl for four 
bighorn hunters that were in the southern portion of the 
mountain range. When we found a hunter's vehicle, we 
dispatched three hunt saboteurs. It wasn't long before they 
found a group of hunters spotting for sheep. The hunters 
were gazing toward Polaris Mountain, a monolith of stone 
that rises abruptly from King Valley. The hunters were 
unsuccessful in locating sheep, and our saboteurs left the 
area only after the hunters did. 

In the end, many days were spent doing nothing more 
than pursuing hunters down long rocky roads in our 
4x4. Yet when we were hiking the high summits where 
only the bighorn roam, we felt close to not only the 
bighorn but to our own power as hunt saboteurs. This is 
the world we are willing to fight for. Until all wildlife is 
free from human threat and pursuit, we unilaterally 
howl, “Sab the bastards!" 

For more information, contact Phoenix EF!, 
phoenixef@excite.com. 


Earth Ei'rst! believes that national 
wildlife refuges should be sanctuaries 
for native wildlife, not playgrounds 
for recreational killers. 
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Don't Turn Your Back on Wildlife... Every year, thousands of animals are killed in the name of sport. Hunt saboteurs 
take action where it counts — in the killing fields — using nonviolent direct action tactics to save the lives of animals. From 
using hunting horns and voice calls at fox hunts, to standing in front of the shooting butts on the grouse moors, to wading 
through the rivers at mink hunts — wherever animals are being hunted for fun — hunt saboteurs will be there. 


] 


Hunt Sabotage 101 



Hunt sabotage, simply put, can be 
characterized as the disruption of hunts 
through some form of intervention. As 
there are a wide variety of hunts — fox, 
deer, bear, duck and fishing to name 
just a few — so are there a wide variety of 
tactics to combat and put a stop to 
hunting. As with all forms of activism, 
and direct action in particular, it is im- 
portant that activists stay focused on 
their goals and be creative in developing 
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the tactics and strategies to meet them. 

You may find that hunt sabotage is 
a useful tool as part of a specified 
campaign against a guide outfitter. Or 
you may have an empowering experi- 
ence by simply heading out into the 
woods to ensure that the hunters you 
encounter have an uneventful day. 

The first step taken by any would- 
be saboteur should be to gain infor- 
mation on local hunts and seasons. 
Find out what animals are currently 
being hunted and then devise a strat- 
egy for saving them. Books on hunt- 
ing seasons can usually be found in 
gun, hunting and sporting goods 
stores or directly from state fish and 
game departments. 

The most effective means of saving 
animal lives is to stop a hunt before it 
starts. Aside from legal means, direct 
action can be effective in either stop- 
ping the hunt all together or at least 
slowing it down. Blockades and civil 
disobedience may be useful in target- 
ing specific hunters, while road and 
vehicle sabotage can be used to slow 
down and disrupt hunting. The de- 
struction of hunting blinds, platforms 
or even fishing piers can also throw a 
wrench into hunters' plans. 

It is wise to visit the area you will be 
sabbing ahead of time to familiarize 


yourself with the terrain and to find 
out exactly where the hunting will 
take place. You can often go to local 
hunting stores and, pretending to be 
new to the sport, gain valuable infor- 
mation on where the popular hunting 
spots are. Try to find out as much as 
possible about the kind of hunting 
you are targeting and the behavior of 
the hunters. What time do they leave 
in the morning? Are they mainly on 
foot or in vehicles? Will they be just 
off the road or deep in the woods? 
Finding out the answers to these types 
of questions can greatly improve your 
chances of finding hunters and hav- 
ing a successful hunt sab. 

Effective saboteurs also know the 
habits of the species they are defend- 
ing. What hours of the day are the 
animals most active? When do they 
sleep and eat? What are their favorite 
foods? Again, some of the most effec- 
tive sources for this information are 
hunting books and magazines. 

Large numbers of hunters turn up for 
the opening days of hunting seasons, 
and many animals are killed at this 
time. By being present, hunt sabs have 
the opportunity to show opposition to 
the "sport" of hunting and to save lives. 

Always remember that sabotaging 
hunts can be dangerous. Hunters are 

1 


Hints and Tips: Confrontations 


Violent reactions on the part of hunters are possible. The following points should be noted during a hunt sab: 
•Always remember that the primary reason for your presence is to save the hunted animal. 

•If a hunter is chasing you, it helps to have an escape route — for example, over a fence or into a thick wood. 
•Saboteurs should always stick together, as a straggler is an easy target for a hunt thug. 

•Take any injured saboteurs to a hospital for confirmation of injuries. This is essential if there is a court case. 
•Any violent incidents should be documented. Take written notes as soon as possible after the event. Get names 
and addresses of witnesses, photographs or a description of the troublemakers and their vehicles. 
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armed, violent and nearly always out- 
number hunt saboteurs. Wear orange 
clothing in the woods to avoid being 
shot by a hunter. Stay in groups for 
protection and carry video cameras 
to document any violent encounters 
or threats. 

Although there are many effective 
means to stop a hunt, confrontational 
or in-your-face tactics are simple and 
seem to work best. For instance, to sab 
fishermen, sit next to them and throw 
rocks in the water until they leave. To 
sab duck hunts, use a small boat or raft 
of some kind to sit in the water and 
keep the ducks away. With deer hunts, 
follow hunters while making so much 
noise that no animal will come near. 
Always carry whistles or air horns so 
that if the hunter does find an animal, 
it is scared away before the hunter 
shoots. Be wary of frightening animals 
when no danger exists, as they could 
be scared and run toward hunters. 
With bear hunts, hunters tend to drive 
along, scanning clearcuts forbears who 
are feeding. Follow hunters' vehicles. 
If they get out of their cars, join them. 

In most of these cases, the presence 
of saboteurs totally eliminates the pos- 
sibility of a kill. Often, the hunters will 
get frustrated, give up and head home. 
It is a good idea to follow hunters all the 
way out of hunting areas to make sure 
they don't simply go elsewhere. 

While confrontational tactics are 
universal and can be used anywhere, 


different places and methods of hunt- 
ing allow opportunities for various types 
of sabbing. Maybe you live in a state 
that allows hunting with dogs. In this 
case, you may want to visit the dogs, 
often found in metal crates in the back 
of a hunter's pickup truck, and rub 
some sort of non-toxic scent on their 
noses to prevent them from picking up 
the trails of other animals. If you live in 
an area where hunters pay guides to 
take them hunting, you can target the 
guides directly. Often their clients pay 
high prices. If you can make several of 
their hunting trips unpleasant and 
uneventful, then word will get out and 
their business may suffer. 

Just remember to stay creative. There 
is no limit to what people can do to 
save animals. To disrupt hunts, sabo- 
teurs have used everything from the 
high tech (video equipment, small air- 
craft, etc.) to the low tech (people 
flying kites shaped like hawks to scare 
away doves). Hunt sabotage is not 
difficult; it simply takes planning and 
the will to do it. So get out there and 
sab the bastards! 

This article originally appeared in No 
Compromise, the direct action publica- 
tion of grassroots animal liberationists 
and their supporters. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.nocompromise.org. 

For tips on carrying out a successful 
hunt sab, visit hsa.enviroweb.org. 



Makah Lose Whale Hunt 

In December, the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals affirmed its ear- 
lier ruling that the Makah Tribe 
may not hunt the gray whale. With 
potentially large implications for 
Native American treaty rights, the 
recent ruling states that a full Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement and 
a special permit from the US gov- 
ernment are required before the 
Makah will be allowed to hunt 
whales again off the coast of Wash- 
ington state. 

The Makah are the only indig- 
enous group whose treaty with 
the US enumerates its right to hunt 
the animal. The tribe was forced to 
stop whale hunting in the 1920s 
due to the effects of overhunting 
worldwide. Since the Makah re- 
vived the custom in 1995, they 
have only killed one whale. 

"The hunt opponents did win, 
but it's not the end," said John 
Arum, attorney for the Makah. 
"It's likely we'll file a second peti- 
tion for a rehearing, and we'll see 
what the court does with it." 

Slicing up Nicaragua 

Construction of an interocean 
canal through Nicaragua has been 
debated for more than a century, 
yet interest in the waterway has 
been building sincejanuary 2000, 
when the US ceded the control of 
the Panama Canal to Panama. 

In September, China pledged 
$20 billion to fund the venture. 
The canal would gash open two 
mountain ranges and partially 
drain Lake Nicaragua, the fresh- 
water body located in the south- 
west corner of the country. 

Planners have known for more 
than a decade that of the remain- 
ing possible Central American 
routes for the canal, the route 
through Nicaragua is the most 
practical. The proposed design 
would accommodate vessels five 
times heavier than does the 
Panama Canal. 
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by Mel Youngblood 

Even though most biologists agree 
that gray wolves are now well estab- 
lished in the Northern Rockies Recovery 
Area, conflict and controversy continue. 
Each state within this region — Wyo- 
ming, Montana and Idaho — submitted 
a wolf management plan to the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS), which is 
supposed to ensure that wolf popula- 
tions remain at sustainable levels (see 
EF!f July- August 2003). However, what 
those levels are is subject to debate. 

In December, a federally appointed 
committee approved all three man- 
agement plans, including Wyoming's 
highly controversial plan that would 
allow wolves to be shot on sight any- 
where outside of national parks. With 
the committee working to produce 
their final report, a delisting proposal 
for the tri-state area is pending. 

Defenders of Wildlife, along with 16 
other environmental groups, filed a law- 
suit in October to prevent the species’ 
removal from the federal list of threat- 
ened and endangered species. Defend- 
ers of Wildlife President Rodger 
Schlickeisen accused the FWS of "back- 
ing away from wolf restoration before 
the job is finished." 

As the wolf delisting process contin- 
ues, it has become more important 
than ever to safeguard existing packs. 
In Montana, there has been a rash of 
illegal wolf shootings and the popula- 
tion has become unstable. In the six 
months since the last wolf report was 
published, the population has declined 
by more than 56 percent. 

The Idaho Wolves 

To learn more about wolves and assist 
with their recovery, I attended a three- 
week wolf tracking expedition con- 
ducted by Wilderness Awareness School 
and the Shikari Tracking Guild in Au- 
gust, near Stanley, Idaho. Due to strong 
anti-wolf sentiment in Idaho and other 
parts of the West, I can't be more spe- 
cific about the expedition's location. 

Because of the Idaho State Legislature's 
vehement opposition to wolf reintro- 
duction, the Nez Perce Tribe has been 


responsible for wolf management since 
1996. Under the direction of wolf biolo- 
gist Curt Mack, the Nez Perce Wolf 
Recovery Program's monitoring efforts 
include radio collaring wolves from half 
of Idaho's packs. One of Mack's goals is 
to minimize animal and human inter- 
actions. As a result, the Nez Perce are 
considering less invasive methods of 
monitoring, including tracking. 

Making Monitoring Inroads 

On the expedition, we used a high- 
tech tool called CyberTracker to com- 
pile data about wolves, their ecosystem 
and prey. CyberTracker is designed to be 
used on hand-held computers fitted with 
Global Positioning System units. Field 
data can be easily entered using icons 
on the computer's keypad. This allows 
trackers to record the exact location 
where animal sign are found. In effect, 
CyberTracker is transforming tracking 
into a recognized science. It has the 


potential to revolutionize data collec- 
tion for conservation purposes. 

Jon Trapp, a biologist employed by 
the Nez Perce Wolf Recovery Program, 
has an ongoing research project that is 
increasing our understanding of how 
wolves utilize the landscape for den- 
ning, as well as ways to protect this 
sort of habitat. Trapp has joined a 
growing vanguard of biologists who 
have discovered the merits of tracking 


for wildlife monitoring. Tracking costs 
less than radio telemetry and doesn't 
disturb wolves — since there is no di- 
rect interaction and the wolves are not 
forced to wear a cumbersome collar. It 
also yields much more data and pre- 
sents a clearer picture of how a wolf 
pack is inhabiting an area. 

Trapp assisted our expedition by pro- 
viding us with information about the 
pack we were tracking. Two of the wolves 
had been radio collared, yet one of the 
collars had stopped working and the 
other slipped off. Rather than replacing 
the collars, Trapp began looking into 
alternative monitoring techniques. 
CyberTracker data has the potential to 
help Nez Perce wolf managers better 
protect the pack. 

On the Trail of the Wolf 

Initially, our expedition was devoted 
to the raw experience of tracking. We 
plunged right in on the first day by 


following fresh wolf tracks up a road 
near our basecamp. The next day we 
followed crisp sets of both adult and 
pup tracks on sandy substrate for a good 
distance. We looked for a variety of sign 
besides tracks, such as grazing patterns, 
mbs and scat. We collected data points 
and used them to create maps and figure 
out where to track next. 

The wolves covered many miles, 
and so did we. We looked for sign up 
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mountains, across crystalline streams, 
high benches and alpine meadows. 
We were in the heart of wolf country, 
and everything in the landscape spoke 
to us of their presence. 

During the third week, a pattern 
emerged: The wolves had adopted a 
schedule similar to that of the humans 
who made incursions into their range. 
From Monday through Friday, the 
wolves hunted elk and deer in creek 
bottoms and meadows. On weekends, 
when humans flooded into the wil- 
derness with their motorhomes and 
off-road vehicles, the wolves retreated 
into the mountains, too shrewd or 
edgy to come down until Sunday night. 

Because we didn't want to disturb 
them, our goal wasn't to actually see the 
wolves. Rather, we wanted to stay one 
day behind. Judging from their behav- 
ior, the wolves didn't seem stressed by 
our tracking activities, and they cer- 
tainly weren't trying to avoid us. 

We discovered sign of wolves run- 
ning through our basecamp. Pup tracks 
mixed with adult. Fresh scat, some 
containing evidence of recent kills. 
Scent markings in the road, wolf urine 
sharp in the thin alpine air. We learned 


Trapp surmised that this pack may 
have grown large enough to split in 
two. Though we never proved this, we 
concluded the pack was in transition. 

Dire Wolves 

Mack recently met with Steve Nadeau, 
the Idaho Department of Fish and 
Game's (IDFG) wolf coordinator, to 
begin the delisting process. The prob- 
lem is that once the wolf is delisted, the 
FWS will force the IDFG to take over 
wolf monitoring. This transition con- 
cerns environmentalists, who believe 
that wolves will suffer as a result of 
IDFG's historic anti-wolf stance. It also 
concerns some of the Nez Perce. 

In September, at the 2003 World Wolf 
Congress in Banff National Park, Nez 
Perce Tribal Council member Levi Holt 
stated that the tribe sees delisting as 
premature because of the social attitude 
toward wolves in Idaho. Holt remarked, 
"The gray wolf can take care of itself if 
only humans would allow for it. The 
parallels are strong between the wolf's 
struggle to survive and what Native 
Americans have gone through in this 
country. Both struggles can be linked to 
the negative effect of manifest destiny." 



to pick up the smell of a wolf and fall 
onto its trail. 

We discovered that the pack we were 
tracking had produced two litters dur- 
ing 2002 — an uncommon situation. 
We routinely came upon the sign of 
two mature females, a mature male, 
plus several sub-adults and pups who 
moved dis j ointedly to rendezvous sites. 
A pack is normally very efficient; these 
wolves' behavior seemed disorganized. 


Only time will tell how Idaho wolves 
will fare in the aftermath. 

For more information, visit 
westerngraywolf.fws.gov. To learn 
about the Wilderness Awareness 
School and Shikari Tracking Guild, 
visit www.wildernessawareness.org; 
www.shikari.org. 

Mel Youngblood is an environmental 
writer who lives in a remote part of north- 
western Montana. 


6oN£S | 

ji 

EPA Deregulates Nuclear 
Waste Disposal 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is accepting com- 
ments until March on its pro- 
posal to partially deregulate the 
disposal of nuclear waste. Released 
in November, the proposal would | 
allow nuclear facilities to ship 
used radioactive materials to 
dumps that aren’t specifically li- 
censed to handle the waste. 

Opponents of the move say 
that deregulation would allow 
nuclear waste to end up in mu- 
nicipal landfills. 

"The EPA is now helping to 
prop up the nuclear industry, at 
the expense of public health, by 
paving the way for nuclear waste 
to be dumped in facilities that 
were not designed for these dan- 
gerous radionucleotides," said I 
David Ritter, a policy analyst with 
Public Citizen. 

Germany Cuts Nuke Habit 

Germany switched off the first 
of its 19 nuclear power plants in 
November. The move is part of a 
plan to eliminate the use of all 
nuclear power generating facili- 
ties in the country. 

Green party politicians had 
made decommissioning the plants 
a precondition to joining a parlia- 
mentary coalition with Chancel- i! 
lor Gerhard Schroeder's social 
democrats in 1998. According to 
Environment Minister Juergen 
Tritten, the plant's closure signals 
that nuclear power has no future 
in Germany: "Until 2020, we will 
close an average of one nuclear 
plant per year." 

While Germany, Belgium and 
Sweden have announced plans to 
phase out nuclear power, other i 
European countries will continue 
to produce it. Shortly after Ger- ‘ 
many switched off this first plant, 
more than 1 ,000 activists disrupted I 
the transfer of radioactive waste 
from France. S 
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Elk Creek: A Direct Action Adventure 


BY SPRIGLET 

Remember those "Choose Your Own Adventure" books? 
At the end of every page, the reader could make an active 
decision that would influence the outcome of the story. 
The best part was that if you didn't like the results, you 
could backtrack or start over. If only forest defense cam- 
paigns, or even life itself, were that simple. 

The setting for this particular story is Canada's Great 
Bear rainforest. The protagonists are the local folks of 
Chilliwack, British Columbia, who use a variety of means 
to defend old-growth rainforest in the Elk Creek water- 
shed. The villain is George Mohammed, head of 
Cattermole Timber Company, whose lackeys leave noth- 
ing but stumps in the wake of their chainsaws. 

The Elk Creek rainforest 
stands today between an 
aggressively logged area and the 
agriculturally modified Fraser 
Valley. A broad coalition is 
trying to protect this habitat 
for endangered species, such as 
the northern spotted owl, 
coastal giant salamander, 
mountain beaver, Keen's bat 
and the marbled murrelet, as 
well as the 850-year-old Douglas 
firs that are some of the tallest 
trees in Canada. 

The coalition is more than 
1,000-people strong and includes 
those who are a part of the mod- 
erate Elk Creek Conservation 
Coalition who provide logistical 
direct action support for Elk Creek 
Action, members of the Pilalt 
Tribe and the paperwrenchers at 
the Western Canada Wilderness 
Committee. The Pilalt still hold 
traditional title to this part of 
their territory and they assert their 
consent was needed for any log- 
ging to occur. 
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Overall, the citizens of Chilliwack were not notified or 
consulted when the provincial government quietly re- 
moved Elk Creek from protection as a community water- 
shed in the mid-1990s. In 1998, Cattermole acquired 
logging rights to the area. The timber surveys were done 
discretely. Cattermole applied for and received a helicop- 
ter logging permit in 2003. 

During the last three years, hundreds of letters have 
been written to the government of British Columbia 
unanimously opposing the logging plan, without 
response. 

An Elk Creek Action protest camp was set up on 
private property next to the cutblock. On September 28, 
the campers made first contact with the loggers. That 
morning, a logger showered an environmentalist with 

sawdust. Later that day, another 
logger purposefully dropped a 
1 60-foot tree dangerously close 
to the activists, while another 
chased a protester with a run- 
ning chainsaw. 

The rash of intimidating be- 
havior from Cattermole em- 
ployees flared up on October 2, 
when an irate logger threat- 
ened to shove a camera up a 
protester's ass. When it was 
suggested that everyone calm 
down, the logger said, "Why 
do you think that Cattermole 
put me in here? It's not because 
I am calm. You better watch 
out, watch your nights, watch 
your back doors." 

In an effort to halt logging in 
the watershed, Elk Creek sup- 
porters carried out a 30-hour 
blockade of Canadian National 
Railway lines on October 3 . The 
train tracks bisect the Pilalt res- 
ervation, and the intention of 
the blockade was to draw at- 
tention to the illegal logging 



by stopping trans-Canadian rail 
travel. In response, the Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police sent 12 large 
vehicles, 15 passenger vans and a 
truck full of armed men totaling 
about 100 police officers. The block- 
ade came down quickly. 

By October 20, Cattermole had re- 
sumed logging despite persistent in- 
terference from activists. Company 
workers cleared a new helicopter land- 
ing zone that was buffered by a rag- 
ing creek to prevent access by pro- 
testers. On the morning of October 
23, a Cattermole employee assaulted 
two protesters when he found the 
landing zone had been sabotaged in 
the night. 

Both of the protesters did not fight 
back and were hurt enough to need 
emergency medical attention. The 
logger had hit one of the protesters 
over the head with a bag of spikes. 

Despite forest actions, Cattermole 
had selectively cut the trees under its 
permit by November 2 1 . An estimated 
44 million board feet of timber lay on 
the ground for export and this was 
only the beginning of the logging 
planned for this sensitive area. 
Cattermole intends to log nine more 
blocks in the Elk Creek area in the 
coming years. While locals reeled in 
shock, Cattermole submitted a road 
amendment to its original "no new 
roads" helicopter logging plan. 

Undaunted, on November 29, for- 
est protectors at Elk Creek unveiled 
the next tactic in their defense cam- 
paign. A platform was hung 50 feet 
above the forest floor, suspended from 
a fir and a hemlock tree. The plat- 
form, and a new protection camp, 
stand directly in the path of 
Cattermole's proposed logging road. 
The forest is now inhabited by a grow- 
ing number of concerned individu- 
als, with the support of many 
Chilliwack and Cheam residents. 

On December 19, Cattermole 
trucked in loads of gravel to start 
building a different extension road 
onto private property that is next to 
Elk Creek. 

The road will facilitatethe truck- 
ing of Elk Creek's raw logs, and the 
associated milling jobs, directly 
across the border. Under the Soft- 
wood Agreement between the US 



We will not sit idly by and 
watcb as the BC liberals 
collude with industry in tbe 
licjuidation of our collective 
future, against tbe public 
will for tb e profit of 
tbe few. 

and Canada, this forest has been pil- 
laged for less than eight dollars a 
truckload in stumpage fees — a loss to 
taxpayers and a loss to the ecological 
community. In return, Cattermole 
will make a profit of 12 million 
dollars and pay the provincial gov- 
ernment only 11,173 dollars. 

Elk Creek Action insists that it 
will not let Cattermole's physical 
intimidation tactics keep activists 
off of public lands. They vow to 
continue their dissent in the woods. 
Many believe that the logging at 
Elk Creek is really a testing ground 
for bigger development projects in 
the area. 

No matter what conclusion, the 
protagonists of this real life 
"Choose Your Own Adventure" 
will be fighting for the forest ev- 
ery step of the way. For more infor- 
mation, www.elkcreekaction.org. 
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Fee Demo Extended 

In November, Congress signed 
a 15-month extension of the fee 
demonstration program rather 
than the hill two-year extension 
requested by President Bush. Fee 
demonstration is a controversial 
program that requires visitors to 
public lands to pay an access fee. 

Environmentalists believe the 
partial extension is a signal of the 
program's impending demise. 

"Fee-demo," commented Scott 
Silver of Wild Wilderness, "has 
been a flop. We expect that this 
latest extension will be the last 
extension fee-demo will ever get. " 

While top brass at the US Forest 
Service, National Park Service and 
Bureau of Land Management have 
claimed that the measure is neces- 
sary in order to maintain their 
services in the face of decreased 
federal funding, others have criti- 
cized it as a bold attempt to priva- 
tize public lands. 

Last Desert River Faces 
Slow Extinction 

The San Pedro River is the last 
functioning desert river ecosys- 
tem in the southwest. In Decem- 
ber, President Bush signed the 
2004 defense appropriations bill, 
which contained language weak- 
ening protection of the river. 

The San Pedro faces extinction 
because it is being drained by in- 
tensive groundwater pumping for 
the Army's Fort Huachuca and 
nearby towns and developments. 

Representative Rick Renzi at- 
tached a rider to the defense bill, 
attempting to prevent any ex- 
amination of the base's environ- 
mental impact. As signed into 
law, the legislation states that any 
challenges under the Endangered 
Species Act and other environ- 
mental laws to the base's expan- 
sion will have to show that the 
base itself — and not the workers 
it attracts — causes harm to the 
fragile ecosystem. 
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Fairy Tales Rage in the 


BY JORIS VANDENBOSCH 

On June 30, GroenFront! squatted a 
forest in the south of the Netherlands. 
The forest, known as the Entwoods, 
borders on the Efteling theme park. 
Intending to build hotel accommoda- 
tions for 3,600 guests in the surround- 
ing forest, the Efteling owners claimed 
that the park needed to enlarge to 
survive. GroenFront! says only more 
forests will let us survive. After months 
of protest, the woods are saved for the 
time being, as construction plans 
have been postponed for two to 
three years. 

GroenFront! started our Neth- i 
erlands-based direct action net- 
work in 1995 based on lessons 
learned from successful anti- 
roads protest sites in En- 
gland. After an intense 
three-year campaign 
against one of the largest 
infrastructure projects in 
Europe, the Betuwe-line 
connecting Rotterdam 
(the world's largest 
port) and the German 
Ruhr (Europe's largest 
industrial area), Gro. n- 
Frontl's strength was 
pretty drained. Though 
morally victorious (if something like 
that exists) and though parts of the 
line were scrapped, the project wasn't 
stopped. 

Our actions had hit a part of the 
system that doesn't obey any laws, 
and year-long occupations of to-be- 
destroyed houses, multi-million dol- 
lar evictions, ongoing construction site 
occupations and sabotage couldn't 
change the course of "progress." 

After that, we decided to oppose a 
project we could defeat. So we chose 
a private development project with a 


l. 


budget of about 50 million dollars. 
The Entwoods forest is 150 years old, 
an age and a half in Dutch terms, 
which is pretty much the maximum 
here, as the country has been ravaged. 

The Efteling, the largest 
theme park in the country, 
had been a family business 
and, as far as it goes, green 
and "ethical." In the '90s, 
a new board of directors 
aimed for commercializa- 
tion. They felt that the 
Efteling needed 
to compete with 
theme parks in 
Belgium and 
Germany. 

First, a big 
roller coaster 
was built, in 
violation of en- 
vironmental regu- 
lations, but the 



GroenFront! doesn’t want 
people to escape their 
horrible, urbanized, sterilized 
and planned existences. These 
realities need to be faced, destroyed 
and exchanged. 


Efteling has the local government in 
its pocket. The next step would be the 
"Droomrijk," or "dream kingdom," a 
luxury resort where guests could stay, 
go to the attractions, consume food 
and drinks, buy souvenirs and have a 
nice time escaping reality. 

The Efteling's core business model 
consists of making money from 


escapism. Attractions are based on 
homely fairy tales of times long for- 
gotten, which are made "real" at the 
Efteling. This is why the board of 
directors insist that new accommo- 
dations be built in an old forest, 
where "only" a quarter of the trees 
would be cut down. They want to 
build medieval castles and dream- 
like houses. They need nature in or- 
der to make money. 

Meanwhile, Groen-Front! has made 
its own fortresses in the forest, under- 
tunneled and protected by treehuts. 
Several ents were "brought to life" and 
posted around the camp. Different 
myths were made real and apparent to 
local visitors, with workshops focused 
on climbing and storytelling. 

GroenFront! doesn't want people to 
escape their horrible, urbanized, ster- 
ilized and planned existences. These 
realities need to be faced, destroyed 
and exchanged for a life where people 
realize they are part of 
nature. This is what 
makes resistance so 
important. It is also 
what makes protest 
very difficult because 
people like fairy tales 
more than their dull 
lives. In the Nether- 
lands, nearly every 
square inch of land is 
planned, dull and 
gray. It is quite under- 
standable for people to 
want to visit a fairy tale, even one 
incorporated by civilization. 

For the Efteling to succeed with its 
expansion scheme, a degree of public 
support would be necessary. Local resi- 
dents are generally not theorizing about 
why people want to go to an amuse- 
ment park, especially since many of 
them work for the park or are otherwise 


Amusement Park Says Goodbye 
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Netherlands 


economically involved in its operations. 
GroenFrontl's focus has been more on 
why everything that might have some 
value needs to grow. We've presented 
ourselves as the latest action-packed 
attraction of the 


Efteling, stealing 
its website and 
coming to the 
aid of the fairy 
people living in 
and around the 
park. 

Meanwhile, 
the Eftelings's 
plan to bulldoze 
the Entwoods in 
September was 
delayed by legal 
proceedings 
that argued for the protection of a 
badger fort and disputed the amount 
of nature that would be "compen- 
sated." The courts kept delaying a ver- 
dict, thereby decreasing the threat of 
eviction (the local government and 
the Efteling were not agreeing on who 
would order our eviction). 

In October, the Dutch supreme 
court rescinded the construction per- 
mit because both the Efteling and the 
local government had failed to put in 
their zoning maps the height of the 
hotels to be constructed. It rarely hap- 
pens that the supreme court de- 
nounces construction plans because 
of something as minimal as was the 
case here. Pressure against the plan 
had increased during the Summer due 
to local support for the forest and a 
flood of media stories about the cam- 
paign to save it. This pressure toppled 
the plan, and in November, the 
Efteling stated it had postponed the 
work for the next two to three years. 

The Efteling board of directors say 
that they have suffered an economic 


In the Netherlands, nearly 
every square inch of land is 
planned, dull and gray. It is 
quite understandable for 
people to want to visit a 
fairy tale, even one 
incorporated by 
civilization. 


loss of several millions of dollars. The 
recreation company involved in the 
project, which had already taken res- 
ervations for the bungalows, also lost 
several millions of dollars on the failed 
venture. 

The World 
Wildlife Fund, 
working together 
with the Efteling 
to produce an at- 
traction called the 
"Panda Dream," 
has refused to 
comment on its 
involvement 
with the park. 

Toward 
mid-Winter, 
the forest 
basecamp 
will be 



broken up, and the Entwoods lot are 
looking out for a new target while 
keeping a persistent eye on the Efteling. 

For more information, contact 
Groen-Front!, POB 85069, 3508 
AB, Utrecht, The Netherlands; 
entwoods@groenfront.nl; 
www.entenwoud.nl. 

/ oris Vandenbosch lives in the Nether- 
lands, where he is actively involved with 
GroenFront!. 


to Logging Plans 


Fashion Industry Puts 
Species at Risk 

The survival of several endan- 
gered species is being jeopardized 
by the fashion industry. As fur 
has regained popularity on fash- 
ion catwalks, there has been a rise 
in the illicit trade in the skins of 
endangered animals such as leop- 
ards, tigers and antelope. 

"Since the 1 980s, the illegal skin 
trade has virtually ceased to exist 
because it was not fashionable," 
said John Sellars, senior enforce- 
ment officer for the Convention 
on International Trade in Endan- 
gered Species, "but we are seeing 
models going back to wearing fur 
and a consequent boom in trade." 

According to Sellars, much of 
the fur trade is headed to China. 
This Fall, Chinese officials im- 
pounded more than 1,000 pelts 
in their biggest seizure to date. 

Endangered Animals 
for Sale 

The US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice (FWS) has proposed new 
rules that would allow hunters, 
circuses and the pet industry in 
the US to import endangered spe- 
cies and their parts. 

Under current regulations, for- 
eign animals that are protected 
by the Endangered Species Act, 
as well as objects made from those 
animals, may not be brought into 
the US without a special permit. 
For the past 30 years, this special 
permit has only been available 
to those acting to preserve en- 
dangered species, including zoos 
and scientists. The new rules 
would grant a permit to any indi- 
vidual claiming that the sale of 
endangered species would ben- 
efit conservation efforts in the 
country of origin. 

Environmental groups contend 
that the FWS proposal contains 
no provisions that would allow 
the agency to verify or enforce 
such claims. 
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by Luke Spymaster 


Just as polluters weigh the money-saving benefits of 
illegal dumping against the price of being caught, they also 
weigh security risks against costs. These targets often 
compromise their defenses, protecting vital areas against 
the most likely and damaging attacks while leaving sec- 
ondary areas more vulnerable. As the size and complexity 
of the target increases, so too do its vulnerabilities. 

Careful reconnaissance, or recon, is necessary to help 
you identify the soft spots and make a clean getaway. Every 
enemy's defenses can be breached; you just have to figure 
out how and where. 

Getting Acquainted 

Most recon is done in stages, beginning off-site and from 
an anonymous location like a public library. Be advised 
that libraries and universities are increasingly taking steps 
to track the identities of computer users. After learning as 
much as you can about your target by using the Internet 
and other library resources, it's time to check things out 
first hand. 

Begin with a simple walk/bike/drive past the place. Carry 
nothing incriminating with you, although a dog leash or 
bird-watching book may provide a useful alibi. Drivers 
should let a partner do the recon so that they can focus on 
the road. Get a feel for the overall layout. Observe en- 
trances, blind spots, activity centers, dumpsters and secu- 
rity features. Notice where you could discretely drop people 
off during an action. Also look for places to stash the van 
and to arrange for a post-action pick-up. What are the 
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possible routes to 
and from the tar- 
get? Are they cov- 
ered by security 
cameras or motion 
sensor lights? 

Use a small tape recorder 
to inconspicuously take notes. 
Posing as an artist, tourist or architecture student may be 
helpful to get photos. However you do it, only go once on 
any given day and always stagger the timing of recon visits. 
Security experts look for people and vehicles making re- 
peated passes. This is particularly true if your target has been 
hit previously or expects it. Even untrained people are more 
likely to remember someone after multiple visits. 

As soon as you finish, make notes and sketch a map 
while your memory is still fresh. Team members should 
work independently to avoid biasing one another. After- 
ward, compare and compile observations, paying special 
attention to inconsistencies that need to be resolved. As 
you learn more, update these documents and destroy 
previous versions to cover your trail. 

Hanging Out 

Find an inconspicuous place from which to observe the 
target site. In the wilderness, it may be a nearby hillside. In 
some parts of town, sitting in a parked vehicle may be 
enough. At colleges, stake out in commonly used outdoor 
areas. The space between a building and nearby bushes can 
work well, especially in areas without pedestrians. You can 
also use cafes and businesses with scenic views. If you 
establish yourself as a regular customer, you can do ex- 
tended surveillance without seeming suspicious. 

The observation point should shelter you from the 
elements and be fairly comfy, because you may spend days 
or even weeks there. Binoculars or other optics will in- 
crease your distance and safety. Make "awnings" from 
toilet paper rolls to reduce reflections off the lenses. To 
stay awake, chew on espresso 
beans rather than drinking 
coffee in order to reduce piss 
breaks. If you have a partner, 
work in shifts so that you can 
sleep. Take care not to arouse suspi- 
cion when entering and leaving your 
observation area. 

Only by extended observation 
will you learn patterns of activity. 

Keep a watch and notebook handy 
to record routines. Learn when se- 
curity guards make rounds and 
change shifts. Do the police make 
regular drive-bys? Who comes to 
work early or leaves late? When 
are deliveries made and trash 
hauled away? Try to connect 
events, such as when office lights 
go out, followed by an employee 
exiting and driving away. Dis- 
covering these patterns will 
reveal the best way to carry 
out your action. It will also 




allow you to work confidently, know- 
ing when and where to expect trouble. 

Intimate Secrets 

When you can safely approach a 
building without being seen, try the 
dumpster. It's often hidden and less 
guarded than other areas. Climb in, 
shut the lid and start reading! Unless 
you forgot your headlamp, expect to 
find invoices from customers and sup- 
pliers, research documents or even 
intra-office memos. Paper is heavy, so 
sort it there if possible. The more back- 
ground knowledge you have on the 
target, the more easily you'll be able to 
identify useful documents. 

Activists have obtained valuable pre- 
action information doing recon from 
inside a building either by getting jobs 
or conning their way in. Depending 
on what you've learned so far, this 
may not be needed or possible. In 
addition to furthering your knowl- 
edge of security, activity patterns and 
building layout, there may be inside 
opportunities to locate keys, copy 
documents, take a clandestine video 
or learn computer passwords. Look for 
an emergency procedures manual. 
Don't get carried away, however, and 
jeopardize the planned action. 

Define Your Goals 

Despite years of security improve- 
ments, viruses still infect computers, 
nuns manage to disarm nukes and lab 
animals are liberated. This is because no 
protection can be 100 percent effective. 

The important thing is to define your 
goals. Be flexible in your choice of 
targets. Rather than simply saying, 
"Let's mess with XYZ Corporation," 
consider the larger picture. Are there 
less risky ways to reach your target, 
indirectly, via subsidiaries, clients, sup- 
pliers and others who may not be as 
security conscious? How will a particu- 
lar action fit into the overall campaign? 
Will it build your movement or divide 
it? How will it result in meaningful and 
lasting change? 

After these questions have been an- 
swered, it is time to determine the 
logistics and feasibility of the action. 
The information gathered from your 
reconnaissance will help you make 
knowledgeable and confident deci- 
sions. An effective campaign will 
choose targets wisely and hit them 
where it hurts. 



Wal-Mart Sabotage in Indiana 


In Martinsville, Indiana, the site of 
a new Wal-Mart store under con- 
struction was sabotaged on October 
24. Dozens of survey stakes were 
pulled, and windows were smashed. 
Slogans such as "stop the Wal-Mart 
empire" were spray painted on build- 
ing walls and machines. After that 
work was completed, sand was 
poured into the fuel tanks of more 
than a dozen pieces of heavy ma- 
chinery. Tires were slashed, and en- 
gine hoses were cut. 

According to an anonymous 
communique following the action, 
"We are overwhelmed by the amount 
of shit society offers us. We look 
around and see our lives displayed in 
neon lighting. In one city block, there 
is a McDonald's, a Chevron, a couple 
of banks and a Taco Bell. Two mas- 
sive car dealerships glow in the short 
distance, the new SUVs proudly dis- 
played in the front. We can even see 
the old Wal-Mart, which apparently 
wasn’t large enough or new enough 
to satiate a growing population of 
consumers. Everything must be new, 
and it must be big. There is nothing 
unique about this specific loca- 
tion. This is life in North America. 
This is becoming everywhere. 


"Some will have us believe that 
this is what should be desirable to us. 
Things are just large enough to keep 
us looking and shopping. Things are 
just fast enough that we never even 
have to leave our cars for most of our 
transactions. Everything is conve- 
nient, and people are satisfied. 

"Most people are content with this, 
but we are not. We know that life 
does not have to be one monoto- 
nous routine played out over and 
over again. We know that the places 
we live in can offer us much more 
than Wal-Marts and McDonald's and 
Chevrons. We know because at times 
we have experienced a break with 
this reality and know that other 
possibilities exist. 

"For us, sabotage may not be a 
means to change any world but 
our own, as an expression of our 
feelings toward this society. We 
strike for ourselves, out of our own 
frustrations, rage and despair... as 
a means of therapy and adventure. 
Because to not act, or to resign 
oneself to such an impoverished 
life of working and consuming, is 
not good enough for us. We are 
not content, and we intend to ex- 
press this." 


January-February 2004 Earth First! Page 23 




blast from the past 

February-March 1994, Earth First! Journal 



The Man Without a Bioregion: On Monkey wrenching and Ecotage 


by Mike Roselle 

Monkeywrenching! What a loaded term. It used to 
mean stopping a machine in progress by inserting a 
foreign object into the gears, in much the same way that 
the early Luddites threw their wooden shoes into the 
powerlooms at the dawn of the industrial age. The 
wooden shoes were called sabots in Dutch, hence the 
word "sabotage." V.I. Lenin wrote before the Russian 
Revolution that good communists should strive to "throw 
a spanner into the gears of the capitalist state." A 
spanner is a monkeywrench, and while I'm certain this 
must have been a figure of speech before Lenin coined 
it, ever since then, the term "throwing a monkeywrench 
into the works" has meant to disrupt an ongoing process 
with the clever use of a familiar object. 

It was, of course, Edward Abbey who gave us the verb 
"monkeywrenching" in his 1975 book The Monkeywrench 
Gang, about a merry band of environmental saboteurs. 
Monkeywrenching in this sense has the same definition 


as "ecotage," which came into the vernacular in the 
late '60s. 

There is a belief held by some that monkeywrenching 
is always synonymous with ecotage. I would argue against 
such a narrow view for the following reasons. First, "to 
monkeywrench" already has a widely accepted definition 
throughout the world and indeed is in many dictionaries. 
Second, and I think more important, if we define 
monkeywrenching only as acts of ecotage, then when 
we speak of it we are always talking about something 
secretive and criminal, when many of the best 
monkeywrenches are neither. 

In the real sense, monkeywrenching is neither violent 
nor illegal but has to be extremely disruptive by 
definition: a timber sale appeal, a lawsuit or sometimes 
superglue. 

In this sense, ecotage could also be something that 
was not particularly disruptive or productive, and 
therefore not really monkeywrenching at all. That 
having been said, I want to make it clear that I 




World's Highest and Largest Treesit Action 

in an attempt to stop logging of old-growth forests in 
Australia, Greenpeace and The Wilderness Society sus- 
pended two platforms more than 200 feet above the forest 
floor in Tasmania's Styx Valley on November 12. The 
platforms accommodate six people in tents, along with a 
kitchen, a washroom and a computer that treesitters use to 
relay pictures of the protest to supporters and the media. 

Woodchip logging in the valley consumes up to 1,500 
acres a year. Many trees are more than 400 years old and 
300 feet tall, approaching the height of St Paul's cathe- 
dral. The eucalyptus in the Styx Valley are the tallest 
hardwood trees in the world. Some of these trees are even 
taller than redwood sequoias in the US, thought to be the 
world's largest plants. 

Nearly 60,000 hectares of Tasmania's forests have been 
logged in the past five years, and environmental advocates 
want a park established to preserve the remaining forest. 

The treetop protest was dismissed as a stunt by forestry 
representatives, who said that 40 percent of Tasmania's 
forests are protected. Environment minister Ian 


Macfarlane said that the government had already made 
concessions to campaigners: "This was all determined 
six years ago, and the federal government won't be 
revisiting its decision." 

Down with the Dump 

Anti-nuclear protesters blockaded roads and railway 
lines in southern Italy in November after the Rome 
parliament revealed plans for a new nuclear waste dump. 
Actions culminated with a more than 100,000-person 
demonstration on November 23. The 10-day blockade 
was adjacent to the Salerno-Reggio Calabria railway line 
and closed a federal road that runs along the Ionic Sea. 

Following the protests, the government stated that it 
would not pursue plans for the dump for now. But 
demonstrators vowed to keep up protests until the gov- 
ernment rescinds its original decision. Opponents to the 
dump include trade unions, church groups and environ- 
mental activists from throughout Italy. 

Many people fear that the planned underground 
dump would contaminate local water sources. In a 1987 
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sometimes think ecotage is justifiable and even 
necessary, but only under the following conditions: 

•There must be what a reasonable person would see 
as a violation of the law. This is, above all, a matter 
of conscience. If you are convinced that it is illegal, 
or immoral, to cut down an old-growth forest, as a 
citizen, you have a right and a responsibility to 
intervene — or you may share some of the 
responsibility yourself. This is the main thrust of 
what some call the necessity defense. 

•Other avenues for you to intervene have 
been exhausted. 

•You have a reasonable chance to succeed. 
Again, it is the individual who must make this 
call, not the state. 

•The intervention is a lesser crime than the original act. 
This is to say that intervention, like punishment, must fit 
the crime. 

•You must accept full responsibility for your actions. 
Forget the nonsense about not getting caught. Don't do 
the crime if you can't do the time. If you feel you need to 
be secretive, fine, but if you are caught, you should be 
honest about why you did it, even if it means going to jail. 

I don’t think all of this is very complicated or even that 
controversial. If you are walking down the street and see 
someone being attacked with a gun, you have every legal 
right and moral responsibility to try and intervene. If you 
decide that the best way is by sneaking up on the attacker 
and cleaning his clock with a tire iron, then you are a model 
citizen. If you have to take similar actions to protect an 
endangered species, then from a biocentric point of view 
you are also a good citizen. 

If you need a legal defense, community defense 
and survival are an established part of common law. 



one 


If you want a moral k\ 
defense, look into your ^ 
own heart for the 
answer, because 
else can tell you. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are 
available for five dollars each. Please inquire for 
bulk discount prices. Or order our near complete 
23-year set for $500. 


referendum, Italians voted to stop using nuclear power. 
The waste that needs to be disposed of comes from a power 
plant that has been out of operation since that time. 

Cutting to the Quick in Palestine 

Construction of the 200-mile, 25-foot-high "apartheid 
wall" around the West Bank of Palestine has resulted in 
the removal of thousands of trees, damaged watersheds 
and displaced thousands of Palestinians from their homes 
and livelihoods. On November 9, as part of an Interna- 
tional Day of Action Against the Wall, approximately 
150 Palestinian and Israeli activists cut open the border 
fence near the Palestinian village of Zbube. 

After 15 minutes of snipping barbed wire and dam- 
aging the electronic fencing, border police arrived. 
They shot bullets into the air and fired tear gas canis- 
ters at the activists. Despite police dispersal tactics, 
anti-apartheid wall activists continued until they had 
created a 32-foot opening. 

As part of the day of action, demonstrations and 
rallies also took place in dozens of cities around the 
world, including Osaka, San Francisco and Melbourne. 

Grassy Narrows Blockade Still Going Strong 

Since December 3, 2002 the Ojibway community living 


at Grassy Narrows in northwestern Ontario, Canada, 
have successfully maintained an anti-logging road block- 
ade. They are fighting the clearcutting of their traditional 
land in the Whiskey Jack Forest by Abitibi Consolidated, 
a Montreal-based paper corporation. The blockade at 
Grassy Narrows has been a source of inspiration for many 
communities throughout the world as an example of 
indigenous resistance. 

On December 3, the Indigenous Peoples Solidarity 
Movement gathered outside Abitibi's headquarters to 
demand an end to logging. Approximately 70 people 
participated in the protest that day, includi ng individual 
activists and environmental organizations. 

An Abitibi public relations representative refused to 
speak with the protesters. 

Ecodefense in Russia 

On November 25 and 26, more than 2,000 environ- 
mental activists, affiliated with the Russian 
environmental group Ecodefense, staged protests in 
30 cities throughout Russia against the importing of 
nuclear waste into the country. Overall, 13 activists 
were arrested, despite the fact that the protest was 
mainly educational street theater. They were fined 
and released. 
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2/15 : The Day the World Said No to War 



by Dan 

2/ 1 5: The Day the World Said NO to 
War, Hello NYC and AK Press, 2003. 

Sometime back in February 2003, 1 
was sitting in a palm board hut on a 
Caribbean island waiting for my 
country to start dropping bombs on 
Iraq. The local radio station had 
halted its normal Spanish patter and 
was instead retransmitting English- 
language CNN with periodic attempts 


at translation. I spent a lot of time in 
the ensuing days explaining to 
Dominican campesinos why the 
government of the land and people I 
hold most dear had taken upon itself 
to invade a land I'd never seen and 
murder people I'd never met. “Is it 
that the US needs the oil?," one 
sugarcane cutter questioned over a 
game of dominos. Another asked, "Is 
it true that the US is full of people and 
that it needs to keep other countries 
controlled so that when there's no 
room left, US people can move?" 

Of course, these cane cutters were 
not the only people confused about 
why the US was about to invade Iraq, 
nor were they the only ones to question 
the invasion's morality. In 2/15: The 
Day the World Said NO to War, the 
editors at Hello NYC have documented 
that opposition to the war is 
everywhere. From Athens, Greece to 
Washington, DC, with stops in places 
as distinct as Karachi, the South Pole, 
Cape Town and Mexico City, 2/15 
travels through a global rejection of 
our government's foreign policy. 


Photographic highlights include 
peace signs formed by naked people, a 
die-in, street theater, a taxicab with an 
innovative anti-war paint job and an 
older women sporting a "Fuck Your 
War" sticker. Quotes from international 
literatii, including Susan Sontag, Noam 
Chomsky, Carlos Fuentes, Paolo Coehlo 
and Kofi Annan, provide commentary 
for the photos. 

In a visually appealing book of 218 
full-color, graphic-dominated pages, 
Connie Koch and her colleagues at 
Hello NYC have provided reassuring 
evidence that ordinary people, like 
my Dominican cane cutter friends, 
understand the case against US empire. 
2/15 is uplifting enough to make one 
feel like there might be a hope for our 
species after all. 

Dan is proud to be from anti-war activist 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 
hometown. He recently returned from two 
years in the Dominican Republic, a country 
that most people in the US know nothing 
about, despite the fact that it has been 
occupied by US armed forces twice in the 
last century. 


■FVoitHikic^ 


ALF Liberates Goats in England 

On December 14, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
entered Water Farm Goat Centre near Bridgewater, 
Somerset, England. Twenty-one goats were carefully 
removed and ferried away to awaiting vehicles. 

"These goats will now be able to live out their lives in 
caring homes, free from the fear and pain of the 
vivisector's scalpel," stated an ALF communique. 

Water Farm Goat Centre breeds goats to supply to 
laboratories. Earlier in the year, it was reported that 43 
goats were also liberated from Water Farm. 

The communique continued: "The British countryside 
is littered with establishments like Water Farm Goat 
Centre, and the suffering animals imprisoned inside 
them are there for the taking. All it takes is careful 
planning, determination and the will to save lives." 

The Hammer of Vegan Justice Has Fallen 

The vegan dumpster militia descended upon Forest 
Pharmaceuticals employee Kevin Wiseman's home in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, in late November. 


Serving "an early Thanksgiving feast," the dumpster 
militia smeared buckets of stinky liberated cole slaw over 
Wiseman's home and automobiles. "On this Night of 
Justice, these Knights of Justice covered this sick demon's 
house with rotten food," claimed the vegan crusaders. 

Forest Pharmaceuticals is an international pharma- 
ceutical company that has paid Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences to do toxicity tests on animals for its products. 

Sticking it to Starbucks, Again 

On November 29, employees at 23 Starbucks locations 
in Houston, Texas, came to work to find door locks filled 
with glue and toothpicks. Mock notices from manage- 
ment to customers were taped to the doors, stating that 
the outlets were closed. 

A similar tactic was used in August at Starbucks in San 
Francisco, California. The protest was organized as a 
result of the company's lack of ecological and social 
integrity in the coffee it purchases. Most of the stores 
were able to open fairly quickly, although locksmiths 
had to replace some of the locks. 
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by Steve Gil 

On October 19, conservationists 
mourned the loss of a dear friend 
and a lifelong wilderness advocate. 
Mardy Murie passed away quietly 
on her ranch in Moose, Wyoming. 

Born in 1902, Mardy set out at an 
early age for a lifetime of adventure. 



Mardy Murie 


Her childhood in the Arctic taught her 
valuable lessons of life's surprises, and 
it was here where she would find her 
love for the North Country (see EF!f 
August-September 2002). 

Mardy's husband, Olaus, was a wildlife 
biologist and co-directorofThe Wilderness 
Society. Their love for the wild was only 
surpassed by their love for each other. 



Mardy went on Olaus' assignments 
throughout Alaska, and information 
collected on their 1956 Sheenjek 
expedition eventually led to the creation 
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

After Olaus' death in 1963, Mardy 
continued their work to protect wild 
places. She played an important role 
in the passage of the 1964 Wilderness 
Act, the Alaska National Interest Lands 
Act and the 1984 Wyoming 
Wilderness Act. 

At times, she worked for the Izaak 
Walton League, Sierra Club and The 
Wilderness Society. In between her 
travels and work, Mardy was host to 
conservationists, authors, teachers and 
students who would visit her ranch for 
discussions, tea and, of course, cookies. 

Mardy inspired many people to 
explore wild places, to work to protect 


them and to celebrate the spirit found 
there. Her life serves as a beacon of 
hope, her gentleness reminds us of the 
value of peace, and her actions teach 
us to stand up for what we believe in 
our hearts. 

Perhaps no one can sum up the 
battle cry of Earth's defenders 
better than Mardy did: "So what 

have I said? That we live in a 
precarious world; that we are 
threatened by man's ingenuity; 
that we need a less consumptive 
lifestyle in order to preserve the 
beauty and grace of our world; and 
that our remaining wild places, our 
wilderness, have to be a most 
important element in all our 
thinking and all our doing." 

You will be missed, Mardy. 
Please rest knowing that your 
lifetime of work for wilderness will 
be carried on and that your spirit 
will live forever. 

Steve Gil, a former intern at The 
Murie Center, believes that Mardy 
leaves us all with great hope of what we 
can achieve in our lifetimes, and he 
values how much of her life there is to 
be celebrated. 


Locking Up Boise Cascade 

In Portland, Maine, the Acadian Green Brigade, affili- 
ated with the Earth Liberation Front, took responsibility 
for a direct action against Boise Cascade paper products 
during the Columbus Day weekend. 

The brigade glued locks at Boise's offices, including the 
building's main entrance. Elfish slogans were spray 
painted across the entrance to the building. The tires of 
eight delivery trucks and two trailers were punctured. 

"This action was done to show solidarity with the 
members of the ELF in the Pacific Northwest and to 
illustrate to those who wantonly destroy our forests that 
they will not profit by their action anywhere,” reported 
an anonymous communique. 

Cutting the Longline 

At the National Fisheries Institute's (NFI) October 
national conference and International West Coast Sea- 
food Show in Long Beach, California, Sea Turtle Resto- 
ration Project (STRP) activists confronted swordfish 
dealers who had previously refused requests to drop the 
fish from their inventories. 

After infiltrating the exclusive opening night gala of 
the seafood show on the legendary Queen Mary cruise 
ship, activists dropped a massive banner: "Swordfishing 


Kills Sea Turtles." They had already pulled off a similar 
banner drop at the starting line of the Long Beach 
Marathon earlier in the day. 

NFI was chosen as a campaign target for its role as an 
official advisor to US Trade Representatives, as well as its 
push for a potentially disastrous expansion of World 
Trade Organization authority over the oceans. 

In October, STRP achieved a significant victory when 
Red Lobster dropped swordfish from menus in 500 
restaurants as a result of a year-long petition campaign. 

Steeplechase Sabotage 

In the early hours of October 24, several members of 
the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) walked onto the Yarra 
Glen racetrack in Victoria, Australia. 

The starting barrier was dismantled when the ALF 
removed 20 heavy steel gates and spirited them away, 
along with all the nuts and bolts. The starters' platform 
was smashed. Cables, springs and hinges were cut and 
damaged. The judges' box overlooking the racetrack was 
covered in anti-jump race slogans and an ALF claim of 
responsibility. Finally, a large steeplechase fence was 
doused with flammable liquid and set on fire. 

A steeplechase horse is 18 times more likely to die from 
racing-related causes than a horse involved in flat racing. 
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GE Pets Bright Under 
Any Light 

"Under ultraviolet light, 
they will appear to be glowing 
in the dark," says Yorktown 
Technologies CEO Alan Blake. 

Blake is referring to a little 
tropical fish that was once 
striped like a zebra but now, at 
the hands of the Austin, Texas- 
based company, has been 
modified to glow fluorescent 
red, green or yellow. These 
"GloFish," soon to be released 
as the first genetically engi- 
neered pets, are expected to 
flood markets in January. 

California has banned lab- 
engineered species from its 
markets and will not accept 
the fish in pet stores. Yet 
Yorktown Technologies isn't 
dissuaded by California's ban and is determined to sell the 
fish in other states. 

Originally developed in Singapore to detect water pollu- 
tion, the GloFish will be sold commercially in the US for 
five dollars apiece. 

Blake claims that the fish pose no threat to the environ- 
ment, but many people fear the potential consequences 
should the fluorescent fish contaminate the wild gene pool. 

Seeing with the Grizzly Bear's Gaze 

It's the latest high-tech tool for wildlife study: the digital 
camera. Staff of the Foothills Model Forest Grizzly Bear 
Research Program, based in Alberta, Canada, outfitted two 
grizzly bears with digital cameras in July 2003 to show the 
world how the species lives with humans encroaching on 
their territory. 

Equipped with wide-angle lenses that can view a distance 
of 500 yards and side-mounted to overcome the grizzly's 
characteristic neck "hump, " the cameras were programmed 
to take one picture every daylight hour. 

The cameras, which can store a season's worth of images 
on an internal computer chip, were retrieved by biologists 
in late October before the bears descended into a drowsy 
stupor for the Winter. 

The research team hopes to answer such questions as how 
the bears react when they encounter development activities 
and how they adjust to changing habitat conditions. 

Man Perishes from Encounter with Fish 

Henry Thomas Buckner of Middleburg, Florida, was 
pronounced dead on October 19. Buckner died after a live 
fish, a four-inch bream, became lodged in his throat. 
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Captain Keith Riddick of 
the Putnam County Sheriff's 
Department said, "No one 
saw him put the fish in his 
mouth. They heard gur- 
gling, turned toward him 
and saw Buckner bleeding 
from the mouth with the 
fish sticking out." 

At the time, Buckner was 
fishing with his stepfather and 
friends on the Ocklawaha 
River. His companions were 
unable to remove the fish. 

Buckner's family denied 
rumors that he was trying to 
imitate a stunt he had seen 
on television. Toxicology 
tests confirmed that Buckner 
was neither drunk nor under 
the influence of drugs at the 
time of his death. 

Nature Bites Back: Master of the Impossible 
Mauled, Big Hair Proves Dangerous 

Las Vegas animal trainer and magician Roy Horn, half 
of the performing duo Siegfried and Roy, had a piece of his 
skull removed in October after a 600-pound white tiger 
named Montecore grabbed the star by the neck and 
dragged him backstage during a performance at the Mi- 
rage Resort. 

In a feat of surgical genius, the section of Horn's skull was 
placed in a pouch in his abdomen for safekeeping. The 
procedure was performed in order to alleviate pressure 
inside Horn's head until swelling in his brain went down. 

Following the attack, Siegfried Fischbacher speculated 
that the tiger was trying to save his trainer after Horn had 
taken a fall during the show. Horn tripped during the sold- 
out performance while trying to distract Montecore's at- 
tention from a woman in the audience with a large hairdo, 
who reached out to pet the tiger. 

Fischbacher's account of the mauling was "a beautiful 
story but it just doesn't wash," said animal behaviorist 
Louis Dorfman. "Stress led to the bite. It was an outlet for 
irritation." 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals Vice Presi- 
dent Dan Mathews wrote in a letter to Fischbacher and 
Horn following the incident: "No matter how much you 
say that you love the wild animals whom you have con- 
fined continents away from their natural homes, you are 
still the men who have subjugated their wills and natures 
to further your own careers." 

Horn suffered from paralysis on the left side of his body 
yet is expected to make at least a 95 percent recovery. 






There are as many 
churches as there are 
bales of hay in this part 
of rural Tennessee. A sign 
in front of one of the 
churches, near a red, 
weather-beaten barn, 
reads: "Warning: Expo- 
sure to the Son May Pre- 
vent Burning!" But make 
your way down a wind- 
ing dirt road and over a 
few small bridges, and 
you'll find an intentional 
community called Ida, 
part of the pagan-inspired 
radical faerie network. 

Tucked away in its pic- 
turesque valley home, Ida 
is one of several faerie 
sanctuaries scattered 
throughout the US. Dur- 
ing its Autumn queer mu- 
sic festival, the Idapalooza 
Fruit Jam, I had an oppor- 
tunity to chat with 
MaxZine Wienstien, a 
steward at Ida, about 
queer and environmen- 
tal activism. 


Environmentalism: 
Not Just For Elves 

An Interview with Radical Faerie MaxZine Wienstein 

by Joey Plaster 


JP: MaxZine, how would you describe the radical faeries? 

MW: The radical faeries are a counter-cultural queer movement, but there 
are probably as many definitions of what a faerie is as there are people who 
identify as faeries. What appeals to me about the faeries is that I feel it's a group 
of people who are irreverent and challenge the status quo. It seems like we're 
really good at getting together and smashing taboos, even ones we might hold 
dearly to our hearts. 

A lot of what the faeries are about also has a back-to-the-land component, so 
there are a number of different places called faerie lands or faerie sanctuaries 
that are out in the woods or certainly out of urban areas. The radical faeries 
attracted me to living with other queer people in Tennessee, and I've been out 
here for nine-and-a-half years. 

JP: Can you talk about your experiences with Earth First!? 

MW: When Earth First! started, I was a part of a number of environmental 
campaigns around Ann Arbor, Michigan. What frustrated me was that we 
were often bending over backward to be polite in order to get the corpora- 
tions, governments or courts to change practices that were bad for the 
environment. I felt that being too polite often meant making so many 
compromises that meaningful social change became impossible. The whole 
idea that we had to sanitize and whitewash who we were to get a seat at the 
table was also pretty demoralizing. 

So, I was excited when I first heard about Earth First!. The idea of radical 
environmental activism and the slogan "No Compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth" appealed to me. Maybe there was something sexy or passionate about 
Earth First! that I felt was lacking in the environmental movement where I lived. 

I subscribed to the Earth First! Journal, and I began having discussions with 
friends and other activists. People liked the idea of bold actions, such as spiking 
trees, and the fantasy of cracking a dam and letting the river flow wild again as 
was envisioned in The Monkey Wrench Gang. That seemed to infuse excitement 
into a lot of environmental organizing around the country. 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 

But I was turned off, as a gay man, by a lot of the 
macho posturing from the founders of Earth First!. It 
seemed like this posturing had a certain allure for people. 
[In MaxZine's best ma- 
cho voice]: "We're 
gonna fuck shit up, and 
we're gonna take them 
on. We're not going to 
compromise, and we 
are not wimps. We're 
gonna guzzle beer." 

That was a lot of what 
came across to me early on, and I wondered whether I really 
did want to get too close to this movement. 

Around the same time, I was also involved in AIDS 
activism and watching friends get sick and die made it even 
harder to deal with machoism. I think one thing that the 
AIDS movement has done is challenge traditional mascu- 
linity. In the mid-'80s, there were some disgusting, hateful 
messages coming from the US government. Even though 
thousands of people were getting sick and dying, Ronald 
Reagan couldn't even utter the word AIDS. So the silence 
and the machismo of the culture helped to 
foster an AIDS activist movement that 
was radical and that in some ways 
paralleled what was going on with 
Earth First!. 

But I wasn't comfortable be- 
ing involved with people who 
were homophobic. Why 
should I compromise who I 
am to make other people 
comfortable? 

This came to a head after 
the EF! Journal published an 
article about population con- 
trol, and one of the solutions 
offered by the author was that 
there were all these people with 
AIDS who were going to die off 
(see EF!J Beltane 1987). It was called 
a satire once it became a controversy, 
but it didn't strike me as funny. When 
you have government leaders like J esse Helms 
applauding the death of gay men from AIDS, and 
then shortly after that of African Americans and drug users — 
or when you're in an environment where there are politi- 
cians who would quarantine people with AIDS because 
they're queer or of color or whatever — then it's not funny to 
read a satire in the EF! Journal implying that it's good for 
people with AIDS to die because that would reduce the 
world's population. 

I decided to cancel my subscription to the EF! Journal 
after I saw that the article wasn't challenged very effec- 
tively. It felt like Earth First! was unwilling to look at how 
sexism and machismo were part of the same system that is 
dominating the Earth. 

There was something else in the EF! Journal at the time that 
was also troublesome to me. A certain wing of environmen- 
talists in the '80s were in favor of restricting immigration 
and blaming immigrants for our environmental problems in 
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the US. I just couldn't believe that with the US Army being 
the biggest polluter in the country, there were people 
blaming Mexicans or Guatemalans or Salvadorians — people 
fleeing wars that were funded by the US — for our problems. 

That lack of analysis 
of the global situation 
and the racism really 
made me not inter- 
ested in hearing about 
Earth First! for a num- 
ber of years. 

JP: Where is the over- 
lap between the more 
positive aspects of Earth First! and the faeries ? 

MW: When I moved to Tennessee 10 years ago, I became 
reacquainted with Earth First! folks from Katuah. Earth 
First! had gone through a lot of changes. I think the radical 
communities in this country as a whole are much less 
homophobic than they were 15 to 20 years ago. 

After I moved to Ida, I heard about a demonstration that 
was going to happen at Watts Bar. Watts Bar was beset by 
billions of problems, as nuclear power plants tend to be, 
and Katuah Earth First! was part of a coalition that was 
trying to keep it from going online. Some friends 
and I wanted to go as faeries and do some- 
thing with the Earth First! crowd. 

We decided we were going to host a 
"Miss Nuclear Meltdown Pageant" 
as part of the demonstration. We 
probably went on too long, as we 
tend to, but it was just so much 
fun. We probably had 20 con- 
testants, including Miss Three 
Eye Three Mile Island and Miss 
Hiroshima. There were all of 
these faeries dressed up in high 
drag and low drag to protest the 
nuclear power plant, and all of 
their outfits were nuclear related, 
very bizarre and lots of fun. 

The crowd just loved it. It was 
really nice to come home to a group of 
environmentalists who were excited about 
working with the faeries here in Tennessee. 
JP: How are you working to create models of 
sustainable living at Ida ? 

MW: I live in a place where we strive to create a sustain- 
able community and a sustainable future. Some of our 
sustainable projects include using wood from the land to 
heat our homes in the Winter and growing much of the 
produce we eat. Since we're on 243 acres, most of which is 
undeveloped, we hope to learn more skills from the natural 
world that can be integrated into our human culture. 

The biggest challenge for us at Ida, I think, is how we 
who come from a very selfish human community can 
learn to be more cooperative. We need to learn how we 
can change the dynamics of our communication to allow 
us to stay open to each other, resolve conflicts, welcome 
new people and support folks when they get sick or are 
just freaking out. I think those questions are primary and 
need to be answered before we're really going to change 
too much in the natural environment. 


The idea of radical environmental activism and the 
slogan “NoCompromise in Defense of Mother Earth” 
appealed to me. 





Actually, I think that changes in the natural environ- 
ment can go hand in hand with changes in human 
communications and social dynamics. When you plant 
gardens and harvest 
food you've grown, 
when you craft wild 
food to eat and make 
herbal tinctures and 
other natural medi- 
cines — I think when 
you do all of these 
things — it can have a 
great influence on 
human dynamics. 

Having said this, I think that creating 
models of sustainable living anywhere in 
this country is a catch-22. I think that 
global warming, pollution, toxic waste, 
genetically engineered foods and so many 
other things are challenging the Earth's 
ecosystem in ways that humans haven't 
been able to challenge it before. It fright- 
ens the hell out of me. I think that an 
important part of creating a sus- 
tainable culture is fostering 
political activism. I don't 
think that creating islands 
of pseudo paradises is re- 
ally what's going to make 
a difference in the long 
run. I guess for me, living 
sustainably really comes 


down to a combination 
of trying to live more 
harmoniously with 
the environment 
while trying to learn 
how to be active in some 
kind of movement for radical social change. 

JP: You've written that since the 1930s, many African Ameri- 
cans have lost their land due to foreclosure, tax sales, threats by 
racists or violence. You've also acknowledged that many faeries 
own land in Tennessee because it is relatively cheap. Can you 
talk more about the relationship between land, privilege and 
activist communities? 

MW: With the general whiteness of back-to-the-land 
projects, I really want people to think about the fact that 
privilege has a role in issues like land ownership, renting 
land or accessibility. There are some really amazing com- 
munities being created in this region, but it's difficult for 
people living in these communities to talk about and look 


at the role that privilege has played in this process. On 
certain levels, privilege has made it easy for white people 
but at other times harder for people who aren't from 

a privileged back- 
ground to ease into 
our environment. It 
makes me really sad 
and at times frus- 
trated, and I question 
what my role is in that. 

I want to be a part of 
a society that isn't so 
restrictive for people 
of color. The reason why I talk about how black farmers 
have lost their farms — through forced foreclosures, 
through threats of violence and so forth — is because it 
points out what it is we're facing. We're facing a culture 
that has intimidated people of color and kept them from 
owning land out in the woods. 

I think a good response to discrimination in land 
ownership would be reparations throughout the US for 
African Americans. I think another place for action 
would be for white people who aren't used to discussing 
these issues to take on the issues that are very scary for us. 
And I think that it would help for white people to 
acknowledge that we have inherited a system based on 
the hard work and slavery of African Americans, based on 
stealing land from American Indians, based on the in- 
credible farm labor of Latinos and Latinas and based 
on the building of the railroads by the Chinese. 
I'd like to see people have that more as a 
starting point for discussion rather than "I 
didn't do it." 

JP: How do you deal with cynicism, 
burnout and apathy? 

MW: I think a good way to avoid 
total burnout is to maintain 
friendships with people who are 
involved in activist and creative 
projects. And for me, it's 
really nice that Ida 


does a couple of annual m wv 

events that bring a num- 
ber of people to our land who 

say, "Wow, we really like what you're doing out here." Just 
being open to having a lot of people come and share our 
home with us is a good way of getting the affirmations we 
need to carry on what we're doing. 

Folks can visit Ida any time. For more information, 
contact Ida, (615) 597-4409; planetida@planetida.com; 
www.planetida.com. 

Joey Plaster is always searching for new, queer ways of 
relating to the world and one another. He lives in Florida. 

Artwork this page by Eian Wilson. 


I think that global warming, pollution, toxic waste and 
GE foods are challenging the Earth’s ecosystem in ways 
that humans haven’t been able to challenge it before. 


January-February 2004 Earth First! Page 31 



■/itmed with visions 

(ZUat as cut $Lass £L just as dan^etous 


Wind 

They move on two legs 

but they don't move like me 

I blow in 
and out 

of time 

and take with me 
every 

baby's cry 

liquid orgasmic howl 
the inconsolable wail 
of their mourners 
the speeches 

of their primp'd 
and mirror-struck 
leaders 

the footfalls 

of their ceaseless 
armies 

and, too, the things they can't shake off: 
the memory of a Wednesday afternoon 
in September 
that will never come 
again 


I mix these things with 
pollen and bee music 
the flight-deck wisdom of birds 
rusted leaves 
seeds and spores 

I plant ^ _ 

I fan flames 

I cool desire / 

in the right mood 

I uproot neighborhoods 
blow neon signs 

on beachfront bars 
and knock pricey seashore condos 
back down 
among the sharks 



all rights reserved to the authors 
send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 


and I am left 

to glide and jitter 
over the ruins 
of every empire 
the Two Legs 

thought would last 
a thousand years 
or more 


I carry the residue 
of volcano 
asteroid 

and atom bomb 

and someday, too 

the last wolf song 
the one last flap of wing 

and on the solar giant's 
last hot exhalation 

I will breathe myself 
out into space 

thinning 

spreading 

giving final voice to every 
bug buzz and bit 
of bramble music 

that was fed me. 

— MLW 
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The Circle Within the Circle 


Walking the Milwaukee River corridor 

cold in the middle of winter 

quiet in the middle of the city 

I come to find a small abandoned shelter 

built by hands 

logs layered together to fit 

mud plastered shingled sides of dead plants 

sealed strong enough to shed wind 

on the side a small semi-circle entrance 

you must crawl through 

to get inside 

Getting down on my hands and knees I peer in 

Low arch of natural dome 

Warmer inside than out 

Dry sheltered ground 

pieces of wood to sit on encircle the wall 

the ritual positioning of people 

around the outside of the circle 

with open space across the center 


Winter 1812 

napoleon's army 
huddles around campfires 
fueled by cannon wheels 

sky is a delicate orange 

icy niemen river threads the landscape 

soldiers hack at their horses 

a line of bodies 

marches and dies 

napoleon's insatiable ambition 
has wasted 50,000 
the 20,000 that did not die in russia 
are left to this land 

at night when the orange sky goes out 
clouds appear charred like moscow 
the wolves come 



Looking closer at the center 
I see a small gentle shape 
circled in dried summer grass 
where a little coyote 
bedded down for the night 
long after everyone was gone 


sniffing the wind 

fur the color of wood 

in tight packs 

yipping and yowling 

and talking in yellow elation 

they feast on the unfrozen parts of men 

the bellies and the bowels 

before the snow makes a shroud 


-Josh Gilman 


they return to their warm dens 
dutifully spew up napoleon's army 
amid joyful whimpers and playful growls 
of pregnant wives and sisters 
so these mothers can suckle 
the wolves of 1813 


David Albano 


Time in the Forest 


the time of Sun and green youth 

the time of Rain with its sparkling diamonds 

the time of Fog and silvering 

the time of Fire with its ruby crackling 

the time of Stillness and deep rootedness 

the time of Wind whirling whistling 

the time of Ice and white oblivion 

the time of Stars and the music of the spheres 


artwork by Anne Ophelia Dowden 


■Ellen Cooney 
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California Fires Send Chainsaws into Action 


THE HORIZONTAL FORESTS INITIATIVE 


by Lisa Dix 

As chaparral fires burned in southern California at the end 
of October, the Bush administration and members of Con- 
gress exploited the tragedy of homes burning down and 
lives lost to slam their logging agenda through the Senate. 

Their rhetoric on the California fires was full of lies. 
They blamed the fires on environmental appeals and 
litigation, which they claimed had caused "analysis pa- 
ralysis." They also implicated the Senate for not passing 
legislation that would "ease regulations" to "speed up 
thinning" on public lands. The corporate media fed 
public and political hysteria by showing dramatic footage 
of burning homes 
and calling for some- 
thing to be done. Yet 
most coverage did not 
thoroughly investi- 
gate the legislation 
the Bush administra- 
tion claimed was 
needed to "fix" the 
problem. 

The facts are strik- 
ing. The majority of 
the California fires 
started and burned not 
in forests on public 
land but in privately 
owned chaparral and 
grassland areas. Most 
of the fires resulted 
from arson. According 
to US Forest Service 
(USFS) documents, 
it was the lack of 
funding, improper 
prioritization of funds and extreme drought conditions 
that stalled fuels reduction work around homes and 
communities in southern California. In reality, no fuels 
reduction projects in southern California's national for- 
ests had been held up by environmental appeals or litiga- 
tion in the past three years. Fuel reduction projects had 
only been the subject of one administrative appeal in the 
last six years. 

The legislation that went before the Senate would have 
done little to protect communities from wildfire because 
it focused on remote public lands. In fact, commercial 
logging and associated road building, activities known to 
increase the risk and severity of fire, would increase 
dramatically under the legislation thanks to the new 
powers granted to the USFS and the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). In these harsh political times, the 
facts mattered little. 


Bush's Horizontal Forests Initiative 

The Bush administration's grossly misnamed "Healthy 
Forests Initiative" (HFI) was announced in August 2002 
during a press conference in which President Bush stood 
in front of a recently burned area in southern Oregon. 
With the help of Undersecretary of Agriculture and former 
timber industry lobbyist Mark Rey, the Bush administra- 
tion decided that it would play on public fears surround- 
ing fire to politically advance its logging agenda. The 
administration's national forest greenwashing story went 
something like this: 

Fire is a destructive force, a "holocaust" on pubic forests. 
Environmental appeals and litigation have prohibited 

"active management" 
and have caused 
"overly dense forest 
stands," which now 
dominate forest land- 
scapes across the US. 
These promote "cata- 
strophic" wildfire, 
and they are time 
bombs waiting to ex- 
plode. The way to 
make our forests 
healthy again is to 
"ease" and "expedite" 
environmental laws 
so that "thinning" can 
| rapidly occur rather 
| than having to waste 
o time assessing envi- 
| ronmental impacts or 
| going to court. 

HFI lacked any sub- 
stantive measures to 
protect forests and 
make them "healthy." HFI reverses regulations that limit 
USFS and BLM discretion and eliminated requirements 
for the agencies to complete environmental impact analy- 
ses for logging and road-building projects. It gutted regu- 
lations protecting endangered and threatened species, 
waived environmental analyses for "hazardous fuels 
reduction" logging projects, eliminated many public 
comment, participation and appeal requirements, re- 
versed species habitat and water quality protections des- 
ignated by the Northwest Forest Plan and weakened 
roadless area protections. 

The House Passes Bush's Logging Plan 

In May, the House of Representatives passed the "Healthy 
Forests and Restoration Act of 2003" (HR.1904). This bill 
would have fully implemented Bush's HFI by granting the 
executive branch the power to undermine the very heart 



A massive wall of fire spread across southern California in October 
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of the National Environmental Policy Act and perma- 
nently change the standards of judicial review to favor 
timber interests in the courts. 

Upon passing the House and easily sailing out of the 
conservative Senate Agriculture Committee, HR. 1904 was 
poised to move to the Senate floor. However, many Sena- 
tors had serious concerns about the extreme provisions in 
the House bill and for many months there were not enough 
votes to overcome a filibuster. 


THE BUSH LOGGING LAW UNDERMINES 
BEDROCK ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND 
CHANGES THE 

FEDERAL JUDICIARY REVIEWS LOGGING 
CASES, TILTING THE BALANCE TO 
FAVOR TIMBER INTERESTS. 


Enter Wyden 
and Feinstein 

Senators Ron 
Wyden (D-OR) and 
Diane Feinstein (D- 
CA) drafted their 
own bill as a Senate 
"compromise." The 
Wyden/Feinstein 
bill had little sup- 
port in the Senate, 
and no support 

from the environmental community, because it went too 
far in rolling back environmental laws. However, despite 
promises not to compromise any further, Senators Wyden, 
Feinstein, Max Bacus (D-MT), Blanche Lincoln (D-AR) 
and Tom Daschle (D-SD) engaged in back-door negotia- 
tions with a small group of republican Senators. 

A very bad "deal" was cut on September 22. Daschle 
urged the Senate to act on the legislation, thereby 
handing the Bush administration one of its priority 
anti-environmental initiatives and a huge gift to the 
timber industry. Yet due to sustained public pressure, 
it appeared that the deal still would not get enough votes 
to break a filibuster in the Senate, and it remained stalled. 
In fact, it was highly likely that the deal would not have 
gained enough political support to pass the Senate — that 
is until southern California started burning. 

Then the Fires Started Burning in California 

On October 30, two days after the fires began in Califor- 
nia, the deal passed the Senate. Wyden, Feinstein, Bacus, 
Lincoln and Daschle succeeded by twisting the arms of 
democrats to vote for the deal. They continued to tell their 
colleagues that environmental laws had to be compro- 
mised in exchange for old-growth protection. 

The old-growth protection language contained so many 
loopholes that its protections would be meaningless. More- 
over, Wyden, Feinstein and Daschle promised the demo- 
crats that they would hold the line in conference, ensuring 
that the deal would not be changed before it was signed by 
Bush. Several democrats offered amendments to improve 
the bill, but the deal-makers rejected these amendments 
because of their commitment to hold firm. 

Predictably, Wyden and his cronies did not keep their 
word, and the bill did get worse in conference. The confer- 
ence bill on HR. 1904, was passed by both the House and 
Senate on November 21. The HR.1904 then headed to 
President Bush's desk, where it was signed into law on 
December 3. 


What's at Stake 

The Bush logging law will have devastating impacts on 
national forests and BLM-administered lands. Histori- 
cally speaking, this is the first major stand-alone 
forest management legislation that has passed Congress 
since the 1976 National Forest Management Act. The 
Bush logging law undermines bedrock environmental 
laws and changes the standards in which the federal 
judiciary reviews logging cases, tilting the balance to 

favor timber interests. 

While more than 85 per- 
cent of the communities that 
need fire-work done directly 
around them are on private, 
STANDARDS IN WHICH THE not public lands, the bill 

focuses funds on remote 
public lands. It is highly 
likely that homes will 
continue to burn due 
to the fact that the 
agencies have no in- 
centive to spend 
money to protect 
communities or to 
even prioritize this 
needed community 
protection work. 

The law does not 
contain any protec- 
tions for currently 
healthy forests such 
as roadless areas or 
wildlife reserves. In 
fact, it directs the agencies to conduct "hazardous fuels 
reduction" projects in threatened and endangered spe- 
cies habitat, thereby reducing quality wildlife habitat for 
many terrestrial and aquatic species. 

The new law allows projects up to 1,000 acres to be 
categorically excluded from all environmental review if 
the agencies claim that insects (including native insects) 
pose a threat to these forests. This has long been an 
excuse for inappropriate and illegal logging. 

Since commercial timber sales are a money loser for the 
federal treasury, the administration plans to pay logging 
companies in large, commercially valuable trees instead of 
cash for their "services". The timber industry will now 
receive timber as their payment for building roads to cut 
down the forests and if roads can't be built, logging 
companies will be given a subsidy to cover the cost of 
removing trees by helicopter. 

Forest defenders must remain vigilant in documenting 
and voicing the abuses that the agencies are certain to 
carry out under these new powers. We must continue to 
organize in our communities and to speak out against the 
egregious impacts of corporate logging. The on-the-ground 
fight in this next year is critical and now more urgent 
than ever. 

For more information, visit www.americanlands.org. 
Lisa Dix is the campaign coordinator for the American 
Lands Alliance. 
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THE BIGGEST TIMBER SALE IN MODERN HISTORY 


ing Proposed for the Siskiyou 


roadless forest, the highest concentration of Wild and 
Scenic Rivers in the nation and more rare and endemic plant 
species than any other forest in the western US. 

The Siskiyou Wild Rivers area also has a rich history, 
having been proposed for permanent protection as a na- 
tional park in the 1930s. It is the place where Earth Firstlers 
first used civil disobedience to defend forests in 1983. The 
Bald Mountain road blockades during the '80s eventually 
stopped the construction of an illegal road into the 90,000- 
acre North Kalmiopsis Roadless Area. In so doing, the 
blockades demonstrated the power of direct action and 
inspired the modern grassroots forest defense movement. 
In the 20 years since, support for permanent protection of 
the Siskiyou Wild Rivers area has grown. 

The logging industry saw the Biscuit Fire as an opportu- 
nity to change this hard-won support. A series of natural 
fires — driven by unusually hot, dry conditions — burned 
intensely across a large landscape. No stranger to fire, the 
extraordinary diversity of the Siskiyou Wild Rivers area has 
been sculpted by forest fires since the last Ice Age. 

Logging industry propaganda claims that the area is now 
a charred "moonscape" that will be a "brushfield" for 
hundreds of years if it is not logged and converted into 
densely planted, fire-prone conifer tree plantations. In 
reality, native forests in the Siskiyous are experiencing a 
robust natural rejuvenation. It is the logged areas and tree 
plantations that are not faring well since they do not 
possess the resiliency of natural ecosystems. 

Originally due out in July, the USFS delayed releasing the 
DEIS for almost five months in order to include increas- 
ingly extreme logging plans in the document. According to 
the USFS, logging could start as early as this Spring. To 
make sure pesky environmental laws don't get in the way 
of this timeline, Congress might even pass a 

a Biscuit Fire "salvage rider." 

There is much more at stake in this fight 
than the future of a world-class wild place. 
Knowing that people in the US overwhelm- 
ingly oppose logging old-growth and roadless 
forests, the timber industry views post-fire 
■§. "salvage" logging as another way to get its 
| hands on public forests. 

» If we lose this debate, no fire-dependent 
§ forests in the nation will be safe from the 
5 saw. Wild forests and the natural cycles of 
disturbance and renewal will become even 
more endangered. 

Your help is needed to stop this timber sale and to protect 
our Siskiyou Wild Rivers for future generations of all 
species. For more information on how to take action, visit 
www.siskiyou.org. And of course, plan to take a trip to the 
Siskiyou this Summer! 

RolfSkaris the Siskiyou Wild Rivers campaign coordinator for 
the Siskiyou Project. 


"Salvage" logging in the Biscuit Fire area 

by Rolf Skar 

The US Forest Service (USFS) has created some truly 
outrageous timber sales over the years, but under the Bush 
administration, it has hit a shameful new low. Its plan to 
"salvage" log sensitive forests affected by the 2002 Biscuit 
Fire in southwestern Oregon is the largest logging project 
in the modern history of our national forests. 

How large is this extreme scheme? Hold onto your climb- 
ing harness: The Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) for the Biscuit Fire Recovery Project 
contains proposals for more than one billion 
board feet of logging across 60,000 acres. 

That’s enough lumber to create a chain of log 
trucks 2,700 miles long — stretching from 
Oregon to the East Coast. 

The 518 million board feet of logging pro- '-Z~ : - ' ..JPt 
posed by the "preferred alternative" in the jgjgip 
DEIS runs through 12,179 acres of invento- 
ried roadless areas. In addition, the USFS CSK^ - 
admits that its preferred alternative would 
degrade some 57,000 acres of inventoried jmfM HhB 
roadless areas — possibly making these areas " 

ineligible for protection as wilderness. 

Making matters worse, this monstrous timber sale threat- 
ens to drive chainsaws into the heart of the proposed 
Siskiyou Wild Rivers National Conservation Area — an an- 
cient, rugged landscape, which, due to its botanical 
biodiversity, has been called the "Galapagos of North 
America. " In fact, this landscape features a long list of special 
characteristics, including Oregon’s largest unprotected 
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The Ghost of 
“Healthy Forests” yet to 
Come Visits Kentucky 

by Perrin de Jong 

On February 15, 2003, a weather phenomenon as old 
as the Earth's atmosphere visited the hills of northeast- 
ern Kentucky. A cold, steady rain had been falling all 
day, and as darkness descended on the forested slopes 
above the city of Morehead, the air temperature in the 
higher elevations dipped just below freezing. Water 
covering the trees began to crystallize, and as the rain 
continued to fall, it encased the trees in a thickening 
sheet of ice that pulled branches and treetops toward the 
ground with its weight. As the night progressed, the 
sounds of limbs and entire trees snapping and crashing 
to the ground filled the chilly, wet air. 

Early the next morning, a group of us went out to check 
on a friend who lives on one of the ridges outside of town. 
The locals were already out in force, clearing trees from 
the roads with privately owned trucks, chainsaws and 
cases of Pabst Blue Ribbon in an admirable display of 
decentralized, anarchistic self-governance. We slid up the 
road, sidestepping downed powerlines, wincing at the 
exploding noises the trees made as they split apart all 
around us and staring, with our jaws dropped, at what was 
an undeniably changed landscape. 

This was the Daniel Boone National Forest. And as we 
made the rounds to make sure no one had been crushed by 
falling trees in the night, one theme was repeated to me 
over and over again by the locals: "You just wait and see 
what the US Forest Service (USFS) does with this." 

I didn't want to believe that the agency charged with 
protecting our national forests and serving the public was 
going to use this ice storm to go hog wild with illegitimate 
logging proposals for the forest's northern district. Unfor- 
tunately, my friends' assessment of the situation turned 
out to be all too true. 

The USFS responded to the ice storm with one giant 
"salvage" logging project called the Morehead Ice Storm 
Salvage Timber Sale. This project would cut trees that lost 
at least one-third of their branches, as well as all trees in a 
20,000-acre area that were pulled down by the weight of 
the ice. As a gesture of ecological stewardship, the USFS 
would require that five trees of both of the above-men- 
tioned types be left in place per acre. 

No scientific rationale has been provided for the one- 
third canopy loss rule or the "leave five per acre" rule. The 
USFS estimates that 3,000 acres of trees will be logged, but 
anyone can see by walking through the project area that 
nearly all of the trees could be interpreted as having lost a 
third of their branches in the storm, particularly trees at 
higher elevations. The USFS intends to implement the 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
project without the standard environmental impact analy- 
sis and without opportunities for the public to be involved 
in decision making. 

The stated justification for this project is to protect the 
"damaged" trees from an invasion of leaf-eating gypsy 
moths, which may or may not happen at some point in the 
future. While the USFS estimates that the moth may arrive 
in Kentucky 25 years from now, logging is scheduled for 
early 2004. 

The fundamental 
problem with the ra- 
tionale behind this 
project is that it as- 
sumes natural distur- 
bances in the forest 
cry out for human in- 
tervention — as if ev- 
ery old tree hasn't 
been through count- 
less storms, losing 
countless limbs in 
the process and still 
living on to provide 
food and habitat for 
wildlife. 

But even if this 
project had some le- 
gitimate justification, 
hiring a commercial 
logger to do ecological 
restoration is like hir- 
ing an accountant to 
give you a root canal — 
you're barking up the 
wrong tree. Commer- 
cial loggers, more of- 
ten than not, cut trees 
that are commercially 
valuable to mills, while 

ignoring trees that were intended to be cut for 
restoration or public safety purposes. 

Perhaps the scariest thing about this 
project is that it embodies the philosophy 
at the core of George Bush and Mark Rey's 
insidious "Healthy Forest Initiative" (HFI). 

The basic approach of the HFI is to iden- 
tify a bogus threat to forest health and 
then slash and burn environmental pro- 
tections and citizen participation in or- 
der to accelerate logging. 

Amazingly, while the Morehead Salvage 
Sale reads like a page out of the HFI, it was proposed while 
the legislation was still being debated in Congress — as if in 
giddy anticipation of the return of the good ol' days of 
unhampered public lands access for the good ol' boys in 
the timber industry. With the HFI being signed into law in 
early December, we can expect to see a lot more "healthy" 
public lands exploitation along these lines. 

Dreary predictions aside, it is important to take stock 
of why the forest defense movement now finds itself 


fighting "forest health" projects and how it is that we got 
here. The bottom line is that a long time ago, we won the 
fight in the court of public opinion over how public 
lands should be managed. We have the support of the 
majority of Americans when we say that we should end 
commercial logging on public lands and restore native 
forest ecosystems. And any mainstream pollster who has 
surveyed the public on this subject can tell you that's true. 

So when Bush and the USFS want to fatten the wallets 
of their buddies in the timber industry at the public's 
expense, they have to come onto our turf 
in order to sell the idea. They use green 
language to describe the same cut-and-run 
banditry that has defined federal lands 
mismanagement for decades. They talk 
about promoting forest health and pro- 
tecting trees by cutting them down. They 
claim to be the real environmentalists — 
because now it's hip to be an environmen- 
talist, and they know it. 

This isn't a new approach concocted by 
the marketing-savvy Bush admindustry. 
The USFS has long been moving in this 
direction as a direct result of the public 
education that the forest defense move- 
ment has been carrying out for decades in 
this country. 

The task before us now is very clear. We 
must continue to shine our light on the lies 
of the USFS, exposing every false justifica- 
tion for the same old shameless exploita- 
tion it has been promoting since day one, 
until it no longer has a place to hide its true 
intentions. This re- 
quires some faith in 
people's ability to 
see through smoke 
and mirrors when 
given the right in- 
formation. 

Here in Kentucky, 
we've already seen 
evidence of this abil- 
ity. The Morehead 
Salvage Sale attracted 
40 people from across 
the region to the 
project area in No- 
vember when the 
Eastern Forest Justice 
League hosted a train- 
ing on treesitting 
techniques — including ascending, descending, knots, tra- 
versing and platform installation. 

If we can continue to keep this faith and take action 
when necessary, we will prevail in our efforts to expose 
the USFS for what it is. Perhaps then we will finally be able 
to shake ourselves of this rotten Logging Service and put 
in its place the Forest Service we were promised. 

For more information, visit www.kyheartwood.org. 

Perrin de Jong is with the Katuah EF! Cumberland Faction. 



EVEN IF THIS 
PROJECT HAD 
SOME LEGITIMATE JUSTIFICATION, 
HIRING A COMMERCIAL LOGGER TO 
DO ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION IS 
LIKE HIRING AN ACCOUNTANT TO 
GIVE YOU A ROOT CANAL. 


Page 38 Earth First! Brigid 2004 


Denouncing those with Strong Ties to Pacific Lumber 


ACTIVISTS TARGET HUMBOLDT LAW LIRM 


BY VERBAINA 

When ancient forests are cut and peaceful protesters are 
tortured or even killed, we all suffer. In Humboldt County, 
California, there are people at a law firm, Mitchell, Brisso, 
Delaney and Vrieze, behind the scenes, encouraging and 
defending such travesties. On September 30, Humboldt 
forest defenders locked down to a vehicle in front of Mitchell 
Brisso's office to expose the law firm's conflicting interests 
and unethical practices. 

Pacific Lumber (PL), con- 
trolled by the Maxxam Cor- 
poration and defended by 
Mitchell Brisso, has been ille- 
gally devastating old-growth 
Redwood and Douglas fir for- 
ests, filling the waters with 
poisons, causing flooding, ini- 
tiating landslides and perpe- 
trating violence against Earth 
Firstlers for almost 20 years. 

Starting in 2001, PL, 
through Mitchell Brisso, filed 
SLAPP suits (Strategic Lawsuits 
against Public Participation) 
against more than 100 people. 

A company files a SLAPP suit 
with hope that the threat of 
ruinous legal fees will deter a 
defendant from being outspo- 
ken against certain issues of 
interest to the company. 

Russell “Adolf" Gans, the at- 
torney from Mitchell Brisso 
who is litigating the SLAPP 
suits, seemed shocked by the 
demonstration in front of the 
law office. 

In addition to PL, Mitchell 
Brisso represents Humboldt 
County, its sheriff's depart- 
ment and the county 
slammer. The sheriff's depu- 
ties work closely with and for PL in protest situations and 
have been consistently violent to peaceful activists. In the 
well-known 1997 pepper spray lawsuit in which protesters 
are seeking a settlement that guarantees chemical weapons 
will no longer be used against nonviolent protesters, 
Mitchell Brisso has kept litigation going for six years. The 
case has been unnecessarily prolonged at the expense of 
Humbolt County taxpayers. 

It's important to note that Mitchell Brisso and PL main- 
tain social and business ties with nearly every judge who 


presides in Humboldt County. One activist explained: 

"I was arrested by the sheriff's deputies during an action 
to protect the Mattole from being clearcut by PL. I went to 
jail, and I was served papers saying that I was being sued by 
PL (through Mitchell Brisso) for the protest. I went to trial in 
front of a judge connected to PL, lost, was sentenced, and, 
while in jail, the county refused to feed me vegan food for 
52 days. So I sued them for religious violations, and there 
was Mitchell Brisso defending the county and, of course, 
refusing to settle. The blatant incestuousness is sickly funny, 

but mostly sick." 

The law firm's other cli- 
ents include Simpson Tim- 
ber, Louisiana Pacific, several 
cities in Humboldt County, 
Kmart, insurance companies, 
school districts, "health care" 
providers and Del Norte 
County (home to the Pelican 
Bay State Prison). Mitchell 
Brisso claims that it "will not 
engage in any deceptive, dis- 
honest or unethical conduct” 
on its clients' behalf. 

Two womyn and two men 
locked to a disabled car in 
front of the law firm's office 
on a weekday morning in 
late September. The four non- 
violent activists, believing 
these attorneys deserve a lot 
more attention, were willing 
to risk arrest to expose the 
suited crooks and to send a 
loud message to the law firm. 
A steady crew of high-spir- 
ited forest defenders and civil 
rights activists holding ban- 
ners, drumming, chanting, 
passing out flyers and sup- 
porting the lockdown were 
present. 

One of the lawyers stole a 
banner, and a secretary pulled out her mace when an 
activist tried to converse with her through the mail slot. A 
young guy with a FBI badge tried to strike up a conversation 
with the folks at the demonstration, and four plainclothed 
investigators were present for hours, taking video and 
refusing to talk to anyone. Yet no arrests were made. 

This is only the beginning. Folks will continue to expose 
Mitchell Brisso and alter the lawyers' reality of "business as 
usual." Maybe someone from the firm will be slapped with 
a true sense of justice and start working for the Earth. 
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BY BOTRYCHIUM 

When forest defenders from northern California, 
Oregon and Washington began brainstorming the re- 
gional collaboration known as "Cascadia Summer 2003, " 
no one knew quite what to expect. While many short- 
comings about the campaign could be listed, more 
than 100 folks came to Cascadia Summer to learn, share 
skills and defend some of Cascadia's last wild places. 
Cascadia Summer enhanced bioregional solidarity and 
inspired the creation of new 
ecodefense techniques. 

The Summer began with 
a host of actions: the acqui- 
sition of "Beginnings" 

(a.k.a. the slice); the first 
treesits in the Klamath Na- 
tional Forest at the Glassups 
Timber Sale, erected by 
Mazama Forest Defense 
(MFD) and the Klamath 
Salmon Action Network 
(KSAN); a new treesit at the 
Solo Timber Sale in the 
Mt. Hood National Forest, 
courtesy of the Cascadia 
Forest Alliance (CFA); the 
establishment of an all- 
womyn's action at the 
Straw Devil Timber Sale in 
the Willamette National 
Forest, alongside an en- 
campment by the Cascadia 
Forest Defenders (CFD). 

Regular survey expedi- 
tions led by the Northwest 
Ecosystem Survey Team 
(NEST) and the Blue Moun- 
tains Biodiversity Project 
(BMBP) were held throughout the Summer. NEST climbed 
hundreds of trees looking for red tree voles, a rodent whose 
presence can stop a timber sale in its tracks — at least when 
the US Forest Service (USFS) plays by the rules. BMBP spent 
much of the Summer surveying the 12,500-acre Metolius 
Basin Timber Sale in eastern Oregon, an enormous fraud 
that is being touted by the USFS as a model timber sale in 
terms of wildfire management and community input. These 
survey expeditions provided a great opportunity to intro- 
duce folks to the forest defense movement and teach wilder- 
ness survival, "groundtruthing" and some tree-climbing 
skills, all without throwing someone directly into an intense 
basecamp environment with their first step into town. 
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In July, CFD found out just how intense that scene can 
be as the USFS moved in on the Straw Devil Timber Sale. 
Despite the best efforts of forest defenders, the area was 
logged. Only a narrow strip of forest containing treesits 
remained standing. 

Within days, logging was halted by a court order when 
Straw Devil was added to a lawsuit that included Clark (Fall 
Creek), Solo and three other timber sales in the Willamette 
and Mt. Hood National Forests. With no way of knowing 
how the lawsuit would pan out, forest defenders en- 
trenched themselves in 
Straw Devil's other units, 
erecting the first of a new 
breed of aerial blockading 
devices, an advancement 
beyond the "pods" erected 
at CFA's Eagle Creek block- 
ade a few years back. 

By the end of Summer, 
platforms — some tied to 
more than a dozen trees 
throughout the forest — 
I could be seen suspended 
1 throughout the sale, 
| thereby protecting a few 
~ acres of forest from a single 
perch. Entire units were 
completely enclosed under 
the blockading system. For 
many in Cascadia, the era 
of the increasingly futile 
treesitting tactics could very 
well be one step closer to 
retirement. 

In the end, the courts 
ruled in our favor, and for- 
est defenders at Solo and 
Straw Devil declared vic- 
tory! Judge King ruled in 
November that the USFS must rewrite the Environmental 
Assessments for all six timber sales involved in the lawsuit. 
While the USFS rewrites the documents, which could take 
a long time, these areas won't be under the imminent 
threat of logging. 

Meanwhile, an all womyn's treesit grew in downtown 
Portland for the second year in a row, this time honoring 
Bush's visit in support of the "Horizontal Forest Initiative. " 
By the end of the day, five activists were in jail, two of 
whom got out without giving their names. Bush looked as 
dumb as ever. 

Further south, in the Medford Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment district, activists with MFD and other groups 



Mountain during the Spring and Summer 1983 


MORE THAN 100 FOLKS CAME TO 
CASCADIA SUMMER TO LEARN, SHARE 
SKILLS AND DEFEND SOME OF THE 
REGION'S LAST WILD PLACES. 


mustered together to protest the Bear Pen Timber 
Sale, with a surprise road blockade briefly halting logging 
in the area. Even further south, KSAN continues to 
rally support around planned development at the 
sacred grounds of 
Medicine Lake. 

Some of the most 
important and inspir- 
ing, if not the most 
glamorous, work of 
Cascadia Summer was 
changing the way 
many ecodefenders 
think about patriar- 
chy. While such a 
shift in attitude has by no means been unanimous, an 
increasing number of Cascadians are fed up and disgusted 
with the direct action forest communities' long-standing 
tolerance of oppressive behavior, "manarchists" and per- 
petrators of sexual violence within campaigns. 


This year saw a new band of forest activists adopting a 
regional anti-oppression code, creating a dispute resolution 
body for addressing a variety of community issues, booting 
several known perpetrators from forest campaigns and 

organizing womyns' 
and transgender ac- 
tion camps that drew 
hundreds of partici- 
pants. More than a 
few people who 
came to Cascadia 
Summer expressed 
that they would have 
never felt comfort- 
able participating if 
they hadn't heard about the changes afoot. 

Such changes are slow and certainly not without contro- 
versy, but a seed has sprouted. Hints of movements within 
a movement so long renowned for white male dominance 
are clearly in the air. 

As Cascadia Summer drew to a close, 
organizers brainstormed a way of continu- 
ing the alliance forged by the participating 
groups. As a result, a new support office has 
opened in Portland, Oregon. The office of 
the "Cascadia Rising" alliance hopes to 
bring new levels of attention to Cascadia's 
ecodefense movement, promote regional 
solidarity, help with fundraising and 
trainings and encourage a holistic vision. 
This vision is not only of an end to the 
enslavement of the environment by corpo- 
rate interests but also an end to oppression 
in all of its forms. 

Current Cascadia Rising projects include: 
•Establishing a regional website that con- 
tains the most current information avail- 
able about Cascadia's ecological resistance 
and hosts a variety of resources on anti- 
oppression work within the environmen- 
tal movement. 

•Maintaining a reliable phone and email 
contact for folks from outside the area who 
are considering coming to Cascadia to lend 
a hand and want more information on 
what's happening. 

•Reaching out to alternative media and 
developing a regionally solidified corpo- 
rate media strategy. 

•Distributing materials, such as orienta- 
tion packets and climb training guides, to 
groups throughout the area. Many of the 
resources that Cascadia Rising is develop- 
ing will be of use to activists everywhere. 

For more information, contact Cascadia 
Rising, POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212; 
(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org; 
www.cascadiarising.org. 

Botrychium lives in Cascadia and plans to 
never leave, but sure wishes Tucson was a 
little closer. 



On October 1 7, three men, supported by a dozen volunteers, locked 
their bodies to a slash pile in the middle of a logging road and briefly 
halted logging at the Bear Pen Timber Sale in southern Oregon’s 
Medford Bureau of Land Management (BLM) district. Bear Pen is one 
of a series of old-growth timber sales north of the Rogue River. 

The three were arrested, charged with interfering with an agricul- 
tural operation and released. 

"We locked down because it has come to the point where legal and 
conventional means have played out," said D Disney. "People are 
concerned about the environment, but policymakers aren't listening 
to the people. It's time for us to take it to the next step." 

The action was organized by Mazama Forest Defense and the 
National Forest Protection Alliance. 

The Bear Pen Timber Sale is an example of how by the BLM is 
converting old-growth forests into fiber plantations for the timber 
industry. The BLM intends to log more than 200 acres of forests that 
serve as critical habitat for the northern spotted owl. Logging at Bear 
Pen will also have a massive impact on adjacent roadless and 
pristine areas. 


THIS VISION IS NOT ONLY OF AN END TO THE 
ENSLAVEMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT BY 
CORPORATE INTERESTS BUT ALSO AN END TO 
OPPRESSION IN ALL OF ITS FORMS. 
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FTAA Protests Seek to Bring This Rotten System Down 


BY JOHN JOHNSON 

In November, activists from all over came to Miami, 
Florida, to protest the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA). The FTAA is another corporate power grab. Like its 
evil father, the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), it will give businesses and investors the power to 
destroy culture and nature. Hordes of activists from the 
mountains ventured down to the flatlands, swamps and 
beaches of Florida to participate in the mobilization. 

Southern Appalachia offered up some 
of its finest to fight corporate free trade. 

From mainstream campaigners to street 
medics and Earth Firstlers, from anar- 
chists to permaculturalists and union 
members, the spectrum of the global 
justice movement from Katuah was rep- 
resented in Miami. 

Some of the union folks were there 
because, under NAFTA, they have seen 
their jobs in electronics and textiles 
disappear from the small towns and 
cities that dot southern Appalachia. A 
lot of us were there because we live with 
the daily destruction of life-giving for- 
ests, which are being savaged to feed 
the appetite of the global pulp and 
paper industry. 

People in southern Appalachia 
know what it is like to be exploited; 
we have seen the backcountry that 
sustains us vandalized for the eco- 
nomic benefit of outsiders. Forests, 
coal, ginseng, fur-bearing mammals 
and cheap labor all have been ex- 
tracted from the region ever since 
"whitey" set foot in these hills. 

As a result of our experience, we 
stand in solidarity with the exploited 
cultures and ecosystems of Latin 
America and the rest of the world. 

When we fight globalization, we are 
fighting a struggle that has been tak- 
ing place for hundreds of years. 

In addition to suffering caused by 
the direct effects of globalization, 
southern Appalachia has long suffered 
from the cultural homogenization that 
globalization brings. McWorld, Inc. is 
in full effect as Mal-Warts spring up 
everywhere and forests and wetlands 
fall to generic subdivisions, sprawl and 
second homes for the local elites. 
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In Miami, we marched, attended workshops, spoke to 
the media, said screw the media, tried some direct action 
and networked with new friends and old. We went to the 
beach, rocked out to music, drank beer, got shot, got 
gassed, got hit with sticks and shields, fought back and 
generally had a helluva time helping to create a lively 
oppositional movement and culture that in time — with its 
diversity as its strength — will bring down this rotten cor- 
rupt system that is exploiting Katuah and the world. 
john johnson is an activist with Katuah Earth First!. 



Police clashed with protesters on the streets of Miami 
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NIiami 
Activist 
Defense 

Miami Activist Defense 
(MAD) is composed of ac- 
tivists, law students, legal 
workers, attorneys and 
law collective members 
from around the country. 

MAD is committed to providing legal 
support to the more than 280 activ- 
ists arrested during the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA) protests 
in Miami in November, including the 
26 people facing felony charges. 

Police used excessive force against 
nonviolent FTAA protesters and by- 
standers, and dozens of injuries were 
sustained from the vast array of "less- 
lethal" weapons — including batons, 
tear gas, pepper spray, plastic and rub- 
ber bullets, concussion grenades, tasers 
and electric shields. While the police 
actions are being touted by Miami 
Mayor Manuel Diaz as a "model for 
homeland defense,” MAD has docu- 
mented at least 1 0 beatings of arrestees, 
seven people held at gunpoint and 
reports of physical and sexual assault 
against activists while in custody. 

Many people are expected to file 
civil lawsuits. In addition to personal 
injury lawsuits stemming from wide- 
spread police brutality, class action or 


group lawsuits may be filed based on 
the denial of free speech and the vio- 
lation of laws concerning search and 
seizure and due process. 

MAD is coordinating discussions 
between defendants and is supporting 
people through arraign ments, pre-trial 
hearings and trial, as well as facilitat- 
ing defendant group meetings in order 
to work on court strategies. 

Please send any evidence of police 
or city misconduct to MAD, c/o South- 
ern Legal Counsel, 1229 NW 12th 
Ave, Gainesville, FL 32601. 

In order to support people going 
through the court process, MAD 
needs money. Make checks out to 
National Lawyers Guild, Gainesville 
(write Miami Activist Defense in the 
memo line) and send to MAD, c/o 
National Lawyers Guild, Gainesville, 
POB 2063, Gainesville, FL 32602. 

For more information, contact MAD, 
(305) 400-6445; Iegal@stopftaa.org; 
www.stopftaa.org/legal. 
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CAF-TA-JHAF-TA- 
EA-kAk-A-FAk-A . . . 
M me kAFTA! 

BY SPRIG 

The final round of negotiations 
for the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement (CAFTA) were held in 
December at the Mayflower hotel in 
Washington, DC. The Bush admin- 
istration, stymied in efforts to create 
a hemisphere-wide free trade zone, 
succeeded in taking a smaller bite of 
the global, free trade pie with an 
agreement on CAFTA. 

Despite Costa Rica, which bowed 
out of the negotiations because it 
objected to certain US demands, US 
trade negotiators were able to final- 
ize an agreement with Guatemala, El 
Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua 
on December 18. These four nations 
have simultaneously committed 
themselves to the Free Trade Area 
of the Americas (FTAA) by agreeing 
to CAFTA. 

As was true with the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement, CAFTA 
was drafted in secrecy and rushed 
through a year of negotiations. There 
was no formal public input or over- 
sight, nor was a draft text made avail- 
able to the public. 

"CAFTA would extend to Central 
America the same gross violations of 
human, environmental and labor 
rights resulting from NAFTA, as FTAA 
would to all of South America. These 
so-called 'free trade' treaties consti- 
tute a hemispheric race to the bottom, 
with corporate lobbyists writing the 
rules and civil society completely cut 
out," said Rachael Moshman. 
Moshman was expelled, along with 
four other Mobilization for Global 
Justice activists, from a CAFTA press 
conference on December 11. 

El Salvador’s Minister of Econom- 
ics, Miguel Lacayo, was forced to 
postpone his remarks until the ac- 
tivists were removed. 

The present agreement will likely 
meet stiff opposition in Congress dur- 
ing the election year. Yet, CAFTA could 
become official as early as this Spring. 

For more information, visit 
www.stopcafta.org. 


by Karen Elliot, Jr. 

If the Miami protests in November 
were a tactical defeat for the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA) opponents, 
they were not a total defeat. If one of 
our goals was to shut down the city, the 
cops did that for us — even though this 
probably hurt small business owners 
more than the big banks. Clearly, the 
system sees our movement as a force to 
be reckoned with. The system acknowl- 
edges our power when it fills the local 
media with lies and uses brute force to 
suppress dissent. 

What are the implications of Miami 
for the future? The direct action and 
anarchist wings of the North American 
radical social and ecological movements 
have lost the element of surprise at these 
huge events. There's nothing radical or 
militant about being constantly coerced, 
corralled, attacked and contained by 
the armed sadists who serve to protect 
the rich and squash rebellion. 

Rather than abandon mass protests at 
globalization summits and political con- 
ventions, we need to rethink our strate- 
gies and tactics. How can we remain 
vitally public with our opposition while 
avoiding unnecessary arrests, injuries 
and drains on our resources? 

People with more militant perspec- 
tives and desires need new outlets. We 
might consider becoming more autono- 
mous in order to carry out affinity 
group actions and nocturnal subver- 
sions where people won't get caught. 

During the day, is there any harm in 
joining and marching with mainstream 
groups in permitted events? Perhaps it's 


time to use old-school soap boxing, 
leafleting and street preaching to spread 
radical propaganda and ideas. Let's con- 
tinue to use convergences to focus on 
skillsharing and creating a new, sustain- 
able world in the shell of the old. Let's 
illustrate our alternatives to global capi- 
talism, patriarchy and the supremacy of 
the market by promoting permaculture, 
potlatches, bioregionalism and mutual 
aid through festive celebrations of cul- 
ture, diversity and resistance. 

Of course, neither tyrannical govern- 
ments nor exploitative economic sys- 
tems will fall by themselves. The most 
committed and heroic gestures will al- 
ways have their place in our revolution- 
ary milieu. When we have the numbers 
and the strategic need to fight the cops, 
let's be well-coordinated, ready to sub- 
vert the security apparatus and win. In 
the meantime, let's continue to build 
trust and solidarity in our movement. 
Ours will be a long revolutionary 
struggle — not simply a convergence- 
hopping fetish for weekend warriors. 
We need to drop more-radical-than- 
thou pretensions and to find natural 
affinities across superficial social, ideo- 
logical and generational divides. 

Our goal is to challenge and subvert a 
complex and well-organized System. 
We can work with all forms of resisters 
by day and carefully take actions with 
our tightest crews at night. With reflec- 
tion and humility, we can develop new 
tactics to take on the empire. 

Their fear of our movement is a fear 
of a future where the Earth will be 
respected and shared by all, and all the 
world's inhabitants will live free. 
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by Bikes Across Borders 

Guelaguetza is a word used in Oaxaca, Mexico, to signify 
a time and place for people to come together to exchange 
ideas, traditions, politics, culture, dance, music and art. 
This concept became our guiding force during the Bikes 
Across Borders monarch butterfly tour, where we decided 
to participate in a sort of international guelaguetza. 

Bikes Across Borders works across political borders to 
build solidarity and foster partnerships between 
grassroots environmental and social justice organiza- 
tions. These goals are accomplished by recycling bi- 
cycles for community-run bicycle cooperatives in Mexico 
and Cuba, conducting popular education tours in the US 
and exposing the devastating environmental degrada- 
tion and neglect of human rights that has resulted from 
international trade agreements. By delivering more than 
500 bicycles, tools and spare bike parts to community 
groups, Bikes Across Borders has assisted in the creation 
of locally run bike cooperatives and in providing 
autonomous transportation. 

In late August, collective 
members departed from Aus- 
tin, Texas, bound for the mo- 
bilizations against the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) 
ministerial summit in 
Cancun, Mexico. When our 
van rolled up to the border 
between the US and Mexico, 
loaded down with bikes, 
tools, political propaganda, 
art and puppets, we had no 
idea what to expect from the 
Mexican authorities. 

Activists who were flying 
to Cancun had forewarned 
us that we would never 
make it driving. But we 
soon bore witness to the double standard of immigration 
policies and our privilege as US citizens when we were 
waved through every checkpoint without incident. Be- 
cause puppeteers have been targeted at actions in the US, 
we took precautions to craftily disguise our new puppet 
show, La Migracion deLas Monarcas, amidst our supplies. 
In our show, the monarch butterfly becomes a metaphor 
for immigration, exposing the realities of genetically 
engineered food, habitat destruction, free trade and 
border militarization. 


Our puppet show was inspired by the life cycle of mon- 
arch butterflies — who make an annual migration from 
their Winter homes in central and western Mexico, travel- 
ing as far north as Canada to lay their eggs before returning 
south. Their route is comparable to modern day routes of 
free trade under international agreements, such as the 
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Mon- 
arch^ have traced this migration pattern for hundreds of 
years, yet now their survival, along with that of many other 
species, is under threat from a variety of social, environ- 
mental and political pressures. Among the obstacles to the 
monarch's survival are global warming, excessive timber 
harvesting, industrial agriculture and the myriad environ- 
mental impacts of globalization. 

Through imagery and puppetry, we were able to effec- 
tively illustrate complex situations with people who con- 
tend with these issues on a daily basis. 


TuMuhlity Ss\ r hys 

Cancun and the 
Politics of Art and 
Puppetry 

Along with thousands of 
activists, Las Monarcas ar- 
-o rived in Cancun for the 
| week-long protests against 
1 the WTO. In the midst of 
| massive demonstrations 
| and organizing, art played 
t a significant role inspiring 
I conversations about issues 
| related to the WTO and 
I corporate globalization. 

A powerful theater piece 
performed by a group of 
women from Mexico City 
elevated attention to the relationship between global 
economics and the hundreds of tortured and murdered 
women who worked in sweatshops along the US/Mexico 
border. Giant banners from the Beehive Collective and 
the Cycle Circus, which illustrated subjects such as Plan 
Colombia, the Free Trade Area of the Americas and the 
environmental impacts of global petroleum transport, 
were laid out in parks, streets, beaches and plazas through- 
out the city. Giant puppets resembling Mayan gods rose 
from among the demonstrators. Chac, the Mayan god of 
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rain and water, towered above the crowds and prompted Since the Zapatistas first became public in 1994 on the 

discussions about water privatization. eve of the signing of NAFTA, they have played a central role 

Graffiti artists from Mexico City collaborated to lend life in bringing attention to indigenous movements and have 
to the walls all around us, and soon there were elaborate inspired global resistance to both neoliberal policies and 
murals saturating what once was bleak concrete. Live the reign of global capitalism. During Summer 2003, the 
music from the Infernal Noise Brigade, Mexican brass Zapatistas changed the name of the five Aguas Calientes 
bands and Argentinean-style pot and pan banging pro- (hot water) regional gathering areas to Caracoles (conch 
vided the soundtrack for 10,000 people to march against shells). When we asked what this change meant, they 
the WTO and bring down the secured fences. explained how conch shells are used not only to listen to 

Las Monarcas was performed at local parks, in the streets the infinite but also to put out a call to the world. They told 
and at the beaches, while others read their poetry on public us that the Caracoles are centers where the Zapatistas 
buses and informed people about the realities of the WTO intersect with civil society. 

and global trade networks. One of the most important roles We found that the bicycles and parts that Bikes Across 
that creative educational tools, such as Las Monarcas, Borders had sent with the Bikes for Chiapas caravan during 
played in Cancun was to extend dialogue to the local the Summer had arrived at two of the Caracoles, and plans 
community. Too often, large mobilizations inadequately for a community bike shop were underway, 
address outreach. Creative cultural work can act as a 
successful bridge, and in this case, it offered a way to Guelaguetza 

communicate the motivations of the groups and individu- One of the main goals in presenting the Las Monarcas 
als that had coalesced in Cancun. show in Mexico was to initiate a cultural exchange in 

which we would learn from Mexican communities and in 
Las Monarcas Migrates through Mexico return give voice to their struggles through our cultural 

The Bikes Across Borders tour gave us numerous oppor- work and storytelling in the US. 
tunities to present our show, as well as to learn and teach Valuable discussions were sparked after the perfor- 
during workshops about popular education, puppetry and mances and during the meetings in Cancun where people 
political art. We shared mask-making and street theater shared concerns over threats to rural livelihoods and 

agriculture. The destruc- 
tion of heirloom varieties 
of corn and other crops via 
cross-pollination with ge- 
netically engineered crops 
was a constant topic of con- 
cern expressed by the 



techniques with a group of 
almost 30 teachers in 
Oaxaca City. They created 
stories and put together 
short puppet shows about 
issues varying from the 
death of a woman trying to 
cross the US/Mexico bor- 
der to scenes from Day of 
the Dead celebrations and 
discussions of Plan Puebla 
Panama. 

After performing La 
Migracidn de Las Monarcas 
in a plaza in Palenque, 
Chiapas, a member of the 



people. Mexico is the birth- 
place of corn, a staple of 
Central American diets. As- 
tonishingly, one third of 
the corn now sold in 
Mexico is imported from 
large agribusiness farms in 
the US. 

One of the most over- 
whelming realizations we 
acquired from conversa- 
tions after performances 
and during meetings was 
how tangibly NAFTA, bio- 
technology and Plan Puebla 
Panama influence the 
daily lives of people in the 


audience invited us to per- regions we visited. 


form the show in his community. We accepted his 
invitation, and the following day, we were taken to one 
of the Zapatista regional gathering areas high in the 
mountains. After we checked in with the center of "buen 
gobiemo" (good government), we were invited to per- 
form our show on the basketball court for a group of 
teachers and for the local elementary school. The stu- 
dents enthusiastically explored the puppets. They inter- 
viewed us about the happenings of the tour, as well as 
our politics regarding biotechnology and NAFTA. 


After our experiences collaborating with various 
groups in Mexico, the importance of future projects to 
inspire dialogue and action across borders is evident 
to us. Our sense of responsibility as US activists to 
educate our communities about the effects of the US 
government's actions and of future trade negotiations is 
also stronger. 

For more information, contact Bikes Across Borders, 
cyclecircus@riseup.net. Or visit www.cyclecircus.org, 
www.rhizomecollective.org, www.beehivecollective.org. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary 
according to individual prisons. Before send- 
ing monetary donations, books or packages, 
ask prisoners what the regulations are. As- 
sume that the authorities read everything 
you write to a prisoner. The following list is 
a small sample of the total number of politi- 
cal prisoners worldwide. The EF! Journal 
offers discounted subscriptions for prison- 
ers. Please contact us for more information. 

Prisoner Support Actions 

•On September 20, a protest in solidar- 
ity with political prisoners Sherman Aus- 
tin, Mumia Abu-Jamal, Matthew Lamont 
and Jeffrey "Free" Luers was held in front 
of the US Consulate in Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia. Activists wanted to send a clear 
message that all political prisoners have 
support around the world. The Austra- 
lian protesters say that they are not go- 
ing to stand by and watch fellow activists 
be unjustly imprisoned. 

•Twenty-nine activists were arrested 
during protests against the European 
Union Summit in Thessaloniki, Greece, 
in June. Most of the protesters were 
released, yet seven were held on charges 
of rioting, possession of explosives and 
resisting authorities. While in custody, 
five of the activists went on hunger 
strike for between 49 and 66 days each. 
After increasing pressure from interna- 
tional support groups, as well as solidar- 
ity actions worldwide, the "Thessaloniki 
7" were released on November 26. They 
are awaiting trial. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire 0X6 OPZ, UK. 
Serving 10 years for attacking the man- 
aging director of HLS, rescuing 600 
guinea pigs from a lab supplier and 
planting incendiary devices under 
slaughterhouse vehicles. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistbiackcross.org. 

•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Net- 
work, 818 SW Third Ave, PMB 354, 
Portland, OR 97204. 

•Books Through Bars, 4722 Baltimore 
Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143; 
www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 


•Benjamin Persky, #03R3916, 
Lakeview Shock Correctional Facility, 
POB T, Brocton, NY 14716-0679, USA. 
Serving up to six years for property de- 
struction at the homes of multiple 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) affili- 
ates. Please only send letters and photos. 

•Rae Schilling, GN6613, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester S022 
5DF, UK. Serving four-and-a-half years 
for harassment of HLS shareholders. 

Ecodefense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl was worse than 
the government reported. 

•Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55, 
8330 Pfaffikon/ZH, Switzerland. Serving 
10 years for using explosives to target 
nuclear facility powerlines. He reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque. Apdo. 250, 
3 1080-Irunez Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. 
Serving nearly five years for sabotaging 
a dam construction site. 

•Betty Krawczyk, CS#03 7-939-24, 
Burnaby Correctional Centre for 
Women, 7900 Fraser Park Dr, Burnaby, 
BC V5J 5H 1, Canada. Serving 10 months 
for participation in a logging blockade 
on Vancouver Island, Canada. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half 
years for conspiracy to commit arson 
and possession of incendiary devices to 
destroy SUVs. 


Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440; 
www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin St, 
Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, 
Eugene, OR 97440. 

•Friends of Free, www.freefreenow.org. 


•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX 
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo with 
a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
to officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. Woodson 
is expected to be released in March. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909-051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048, USA. Serving 80 years for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, 
escape and bank robbery. Chubbuck 
funneled money that he stole from banks 
to the Zapatista Army of National Lib- 
eration in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Eric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit 1/ 
A 10745, Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475-0002, 
USA. Serving 35-75 years for helping to 
ship weapons to Central American in- 
digenous activists. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Movement 
activist, is serving life in prison after being 
framed for the deaths of two FBI agents 
killed during the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. Although many of the MOVE 
prisoners are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308 and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 45 1 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 


•North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group, POB 69597, 
5845 Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3, Canada. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, 
POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At- 
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984 and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Sherman Austin, #51565-054, FCI 
Tucson, 8901 S Wilmot Rd, Tucson, AZ 
85706, USA. Serving one year for main- 
taining a website that contained links to 
information on how to make explosives. 

•Thomas "JJ" Hicks, McDowell 
County Jail, 593 Spaulding Rd, Marion, 
NC 28752, USA. Currently facing mari- 
juana and weapons charges. The FBI 
has tried to link Hicks, a longtime Earth 
Firstler, to various Earth Liberation 
Front actions. 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90521 , A-5-248 
UP, Centinella State Prison, POB 901, 
Imperial, CA 92251, USA. Lamont, an 
Earth Firstler, is serving three years for 
possession of an incendiary device. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at a 
cop at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action 
in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1500 
W Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end of US 
military maneuvers on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Actions taken 
during a victory celebration led to the arrest 
and conviction of several activists, who 
were charged with conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. Although they share the 
same address, they must be written to sepa- 
rately: MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico 00922-2147. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069. Serv- 
ing two years and nine months. 

•Heriberto Hernandez Carmona, 
#22304-069. Serving four months. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069. 
Serving five years. 

•Nestor de Jesus Guishard, #21716- 
069. Serving one year and two months. 


Manufacturing Dissent 

The Prison Writings of Anarchist Rob Los Ricos 


"Until the world, in part or entirely, has been freed from the yoke 
of capitalism and all other forms of privilege and authority, more 
people will revolt and with increasing urgency." 

— Rois Los Ricos 


Arrested by police during a 1999 Reclaim the Streets demonstration, 
Rob "Los Ricos" Thaxton was accused of throwing a rock at a cop. As 
a Latino anarchist, Thaxton was made into an example of what can 
happen to those who dare to rebel, 
and he was given a nearly eight- 
year prison sentence. 

Published this Fall, Manufacturing 
Dissent: The Prison Writings of Rob 
Los Ricos is available for five dollars 
from the Anarchist Prisoner Legal 
Aid Network, 818 SW Third Ave, 

PMB 354, Portland, OR 97204. 



prison writings of anarcniat 

ROB L05 RICOS 

Manufacturing Dissent 


Rob Thaxton loves beer. And the 
woods. And people, especially his 
daughter. Rob hates this "civiliza- 
tion" that we are crushed by every- 
day. He hates hypocrisy, greed and 
white-supremacist imperialism. And 
he hates to struggle. Which makes 
him a normal human being. What 
makes Rob amazing is the fact that 
he has spent the last three years in a 
prison cell, and will spend five more there, because of his commitment 
to create a better world. 

Rob is an incredible political thinker who is able to link together 
3,000 years of history to show why owning a credit card makes you a 
slave. Moreover, using the principles of anarchy, he is able to point out 
how the current incarnation of anarchism is eurocentric and white- 
centered. That creates space for black and brown peoples to reclaim the 
anarchism that indigenous folks have been practicing since before the 
advent of "civilization." 

With every letter or article he writes, he challenges me to re-evaluate 
and relearn. Rob has made me realize, ultimately, that the only things 
worth fighting for are the simple things: laughter, life, trees, a home- 
cooked meal, a good homebrew, children playing, friendship. The rest 
of the things we worry about are smokescreens designed to confuse the 
real issues. 

During the three years that I have known Rob, he has become much 
more than a political prisoner to me, more than an inspiration and a 
mentor. Rob reminds me that he and other political prisoners are not 
martyrs or symbols. He’s a real person who hates struggle and war but 
loves life enough to engage in that struggle. 

— Walidah Imarisha 
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He's Working on Your Side! 



by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

What is a SLAPP suit? Are these really 
legal? How would being named in a SLAPP 
suit effect my activism? 

Thanks for your help, 

— North Coast EFIer 

Dear North Coaster, 

A SLAPP suit is a 
"Strategic Lawsuit 
Against Public Par- 
ticipation" filed by 
industry or govern- 
ment (such as Pacific 
Lumber, Newmont 
Mining or the US En- 
vironmental Protec- 
tion Agency, EPA) against 
individual activists or small 

activist organizations in order to tie the activists up in 
endless litigation. SLAPP suits are designed to keep activists 
from attacking the particular company, as well as to keep 
them from their activist work. 

The courts do punish people for filing frivolous lawsuits, 
yet SLAPP plaintiffs risk only monetary losses, not criminal 
sanctions. In civil cases, courts require that the person 
bringing the lawsuit be able to prove that the person being 
sued did something wrong. SLAPP suit plaintiffs often fail 
to do this, so the courts tend to throw SLAPP suits into the 
circular file where they belong. One study of 228 SLAPP 
suits found that only 23 percent of the cases won in court, 
though most people believe that the true percentage is 
even lower. 

In 1994, Newmont Mining sued activist Larry Tuttle 
and a ballot initiative's two other chief petitioners for 
trying to prevent gold mining from getting a foothold in 
Oregon. In 2000, treesitters on the Oregon coast were 
threatened with lawsuits for "stealing" trees from loggers. 
In 1997, the EPA threatened a SLAPP suit against Monsanto 
opponents, the Times Beach Action Group (TBAG), in 
Missouri unless they turned over all of their records to the 
EPA. Newmont's lawsuit failed, the loggers never acted on 
their threats and TBAG knew even then that the law the 
EPA tried to use against them could only be used against 
polluters and their ilk. 

SLAPP suits generally allege that an activist is guilty of 
libel or slander, interference with business relations, 
violating the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organi- 
zations Act or even conspiring against an industry's 
property rights under 42 USC 1983, a civil rights statute. 
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The reasons these law- 
suits fail so often is that 
they are aimed against 
activists engaged in con- 
stitutionally protected 
speech or conduct. 

Twenty-one states, in- 
cluding California, 
have laws against 
SLAPP suits, and an- 
other 10 states are 
considering anti- 
SLAPP legislation. 
Anti-SLAPP laws, in- 
cluding those in California, 
allow activists to file a special 
motion to convince the court that 
they are being sued because of state- 
ments they made. In response, if the evil 
plaintiff cannot convince the court of the lawsuit's 
merit, the activist wins and can get thousands in attor- 
ney fees and costs from the industry or government. 
Then the ordeal is over! 

Delaware, for example, has a similar law but also allows 
for punitive damages (a lot of money — hundreds of thou- 
sands? millions?) against the plaintiff in a failed SLAPP 
suit. There is no federal anti-SLAPP suit law, but federal 
courts have applied state anti-SLAPP laws to increase the 
penalties that corporations face for filing such lawsuits. See 
USA ex rel Newsham v. Lockheed Martin, 190 F.3d 963 (1999). 

To protect themselves, activists should search the Internet. 
Seewww.gatt.org/slapp.html. There, you will find websites 
of organizations devoted to fighting SLAPP suits, anti- 
SLAPP statutes and case law nationwide. Since you are in 
California, a state with an anti-SLAPP law, you can hire a 
lawyer for free who may be able to recover their entire fee 
from the plaintiff! 

If you are named in a SLAPP suit, you have a choice. You 
may either let your activism wilt and die, or you can do what 
TBAG and Larry Tuttle did: use the lawsuit to increase your 
issue's exposure by publicizing the enemy's underhanded 
tactics. Making them look worse in the media will bring more 
volunteer energy and funding to your group. 

Meanwhile, hiring a good lawyer will help 
drain their resources so that their efforts not ^ t 
only fail but prove to be counterproductive. 

Teach them to never mess with you again! 

Do you have a legal question? Contact 
Stuart A. Sugarman, LLC, 3430 SE 
Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214, 
blc@hevanet.com. Please write "DearEF! 

Lawyer" on the subject line. 






by Katuah EF! Roadkill Faction 

This year's Earth First! Organizers' Conference (OC) 
and Winter Rendezvous will take place on the grounds of 
one of the most impressive examples of an ecologically 
focused intentional community, with the goal of exposing 
two crucial movements to each other: the sustainability/ 
communities movement and the radical environmental 
movement. Although most OCs have been held in warm 
Winter locales, we here in the southern Applachians are 
excited to bring y'all to the mountains, where quiet, 
snowy hollers, hot chocolate, woodstoves and hopefully 
some fiddles and banjos will provide a backdrop to some 
lively discussions. 

With several new EF! groups and campaigns popping 
up around the East, this OC will be an opportunity to 
breathe new life into the EF! movement. EF!'s original 
binding principles of no compromise, direct action and 
biocentrism are as necessary today as they were two 
decades ago. Yet to maintain the vitality and relevance of 
EF!, we should take the time to renew our commitments 
to these principles by engaging in critical analysis and 
visionary strategizing. 

Just as you don't have to be active with an EF! 
campaign to be an EF!er, you don't have to be active 
with an EF! campaign to have something to add to the 
discussions. Since we are a decentralized network rather 


of a dv^tr'ial world... 

than an organization, few decisions, if 
any, really get made at the OC. It is more 
a chance for those who are committed to 
the principles of EF! to exchange ideas, as 
well as an opportunity to give feedback to 
the EF! Journal staff. 

A dinner and an opening circle will take 
place on Thursday night. On Friday, there 
will be an agenda brainstorm and an agenda- 
forming working group. Saturday will be 
the main day for meetings. Send us your 
suggestions for agenda items ahead of time, 
especially if you won't be present for the 
opening circle. If you won't be able to make 
the OC, but you have stuff on your mind 
that you really want to share, email or mail 
it ahead of time. Time will be set aside to 
read it aloud or to copy and pass it out. 

During the weekend, there will be a 
bioregional "roundup," where people can 
give updates on local issues and campaigns, 
A facilitated discussion is scheduled to take 
place among EFlers and the radical 
sustainability activists who live at the 
community to explore ways that our 
movements can collaborate. A thorough 
faciliation training will be offered by one of 
the most experienced community members. 

In keeping with EF! tradition, Saturday night 
will be a "Night to Howl." So bring your 
instmments, poetry, spoken word, puppet 
show, interpretive dance, magic tricks or 
anything else to entertain. There will quite possibly be some 
excellent homemade herbal beers and meads for sale. 

Sunday will have a more free-form schedule, with space 
open for workshops, do-it-yourself skillshares, presentations 
and discussions. A tour of the ecovillage's earthen buildings, 
hydro/solar energy systems, edible landscapes, graywater 
projects and composting toilets is being organized. 

We're hoping to initiate some kind of physical game, 
such as capture the flag, on Sunday. In addition, there will 
be opportunities to hike around the ecovillage's 300 acres, 
including some Winter tree, shrub and edible plant 
identification walks. And since we in the mountains are 
officially the "roadkill faction" of Katuah EF!, we may just 
have a skinning and butchering demonstration with a 
meaty feast to share! 

The site has a capacity of 50 people, so we ask that folks 
who would like to attend register with Katuah EF! and that 
you come only if you are truly interested in participating in 
the meetings or cooking for the conference. Given the 
small capacity, communities may want to organize to send 
bioregional representatives. Some travel scholarships may 
be available. The ecovillage has generously offered a wood- 
heated building for our use where we can sleep, cook, eat 
and meet. Directions and other information will be sent to 
registered participants. 

For more information or to register, contact Katuah EF!, 
(866) 460-2945; katuah@buncombe.main.nc.us. 
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National Conference on Organized Resistance 
January 24-25 • Washington, DC 

The seventh annual National Conference on Orga- 
nized Resistance (NCOR)— a space for radical discourse 
and collective empowerment— is scheduled to be held 
this Winter on the campus of American University. 

Last year's conference featured nearly 70 workshops, 
panel discussions and skillshares, tabling^ space for 
radical groups and political demonstrations. 

Expected to be bigger and better than last year, this 
year's conference will feature workshops on globalization 
and animal protection, the apartheid wall in Palestine, 
gender binary 201, hip hop, media strategies and more. 

For more information, contact NCOR, 4410 Massa- 
chusetts Ave NW, PMB 282, Washington, DC 20016- 
5572; www.organizedresistance.org. 



COUNTER CONVENTION 


Opposing the Republican National Convention 
in New York City 

From August 30-September 4, the republicans are invad- 
ing New York City to nominate George W. Bush as their 
candidate for president. 

Why host a convention in September? Why New York 
City? By exploiting our grief and trauma from September 
11, 2001, the right wing intends to further its regressive 
political agenda. 

Imagine a million people on the streets, representing the 
diversity of the US: black radicals, unions, anarchists, church 
groups, queers, AIDS activists, environmentalists, global 
justice activists, those united for peace and justice, veterans 
and anyone else who is maligned by Bush's malicious 
agenda. Imagine an overwhelming, festive and poignant 
showing on the street with the entire world bearing witness. 

By starting the dialogue between organizing groups early, 
demonstrations will be exponentially more effective. 

For more information, visit www.counterconvention.org; 
www.rncnotwelcome.org. 



Call to Action for Revolution Winter 
Central Massachusetts 


Every Summer tends to be a "Revolution Summer." 
Protests, rallies, forest defense and more. This Winter, folks 
in central Mass have a change of tactics. They are putting 
out a call to action to all Massachusetts radicals to join their 
Revolution Winter. 

This Winter, anarcho youth are planning on taking back 
communities in central Massachusetts. Activities will in- 
clude opening up a squat, as well as organizing the Revo- 
lutionary Anarchist Snow Shoveling Brigade to help clear 
away snow for those unable to do so. They also plan hot 
chocolate liberation, community get-togethers, movie 
showings and other fine events that humans enjoy doing 
during the chilly months. 

Are you in the central Mass area? Come on out and help! 
For more information, contact grimeandcrime@yahoo.com. 

Against Patriarchy Conference 

May 7-9 • Eugene, Oregon 

The Against Patriarchy Conference strives to be a part 
of a movement toward the elimination of male privi- 
lege, domination and sexism by creating dialogue, 
educating ourselves and inspiring action. 

What is patriarchy and how is it interlocked with 
white supremacy, colonialism, heterocentrism, classism, 
capitalism, speciesism and other forms of hierarchy? 
What are the practices and results of male domination? 
What does it mean to be a woman, man or genderqueer 
person in a patriarchal culture? If we could redefine 
these roles, what kind of folks would we like to be? 

Through workshops, presentations, dialogue and per- 
formance, the conference will broach these questions 
with intellect and emotion, furthering an understand- 
ing of the complexity of oppression. 

There will also be an amazing lineup of musicians, 
spoken word artists and performers. Housing, food and 
childcare will be provided. The conference is free and 
open to everyone. 

For more information, contact Against Patriarchy, 
info@againstpatriarchy.org. 
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Environmental Justice Conference 
January 23-25 * Eugene, Oregon 

The Coalition Against Environmental Racism will host its ninth annual 
Environmental Justice Conference at the University of Oregon in January. 

Rising from the grassroots, the environmental justice movement 
demands an end to the disproportionate placement of environmental 
hazards — including polluting industries, resource exploitation and waste 
disposal — in communities that are predominantly low income and 
comprised of people of color. 

The free conference will include speakers, panels and workshops cover- 
ing such topics as the roots of the environmental justice movement, 
building cross-cultural trust and how to hold polluters accountable. 

I or more information, contact the Coalition Against Environmental 
Racism, (541) 346-2402; gladstone.uoregon.edu/~caer. 


1 3th Annual Headwaters Forest Conference 
January 29-February 1 • Ashland, Oregon 

Mobilizing the Grassroots in 2004 

The Headwaters Forest Conference is 
an exciting gathering for people who 
care about forests and want to help 
protect them. People from across the 
West Coast attend the annual confer- 
ence to work together toward ensuring 
healthy forests and clean water. The 
conference provides an opportunity to 
learn more about emerging issues, to 
share ideas about protecting forests and 
how to protect the areas we all love. 

In this time of continued attacks on 
environmental protections, the theme 
of this year's conference is more im- 
portant than ever: "Mobilizing the 
Grassroots in 2004." 

Keynote speakers will include Gloria 
Flora, a former US Forest Service em- 
ployee and whistleblower against 
agency mismanagement in Nevada, 
and Derrick Jensen, author of A Lan- 
guage Older than Words. Workshops and plenary session topics will include 
working in non-traditional alliances, forest litigation, labor-environment 
connection, outreach and using economics on behalf of the environment. 
The weekend will also feature hikes to areas that have been damaged or 
threatened by the Healthy Forest Initiative, including the Biscuit Fire area, as 
well as a direct action and a dance. 

Registration is required. Scholarships and work trade may be available. 
For more information, contact the Headwaters Environmental Center, 
(541) 482-4459; www.headwaters.org. 



Help Defend Ramsey Gulch 


Robert "Naya" Bryan had 
been defending Ramsey 
Gulch, near Santa Cruz, 
California, when he was 
"found" injured at the 
base of a tree in October 
2002 (see EF!J March- 
April 2003). A year after 
Naya died from injuries sus- 
tained as a result of falling 
from the Ramsey Gulch 
treesit, 50 Santa Cruz Earth 
First! activists and friends 
gathered to remember him 
as a courageous and artistic 
forest defender. 

The remembrance « 
ceremony for Naya was ff j 
upbeat as Santa Cruz 
EF! ended this year of 
mourning and re- 
newed its commit- 
ment to defend the 
forests of the Monterey 
Bay biosphere. 

During the past year, 
Redwood Empire timber 
company not only 
logged the tree Naya de- 
fended, which was lo- 
cated within the 200 
acres of the Ramsey II 
Timber Harvest Plan 
(THP), but it also cut 
some trees that had been 
previously protected by 
Santa Cruz EF! in the 
Ramsey Gulch I THP. Us- 
ing a secretive "amend- 
ment" procedure, the Cali- 
fornia Department of For- 
estry "reopened" the older 
THP, and the cut trees were 
yarded almost 2,000 feet 
across a high-line cable 
above Ramsey Gulch. 

Santa Cruz EF! plans to 
build a new campaign when 
logging season opens this 
Spring to challenge a newly 
filed Ramsey Gulch III THP 
and is calling for others to 
join in protecting the south- 
ern end of this coastal red- 
wood ecosystem. 

For more information, 
contact Santa Cruz EF!, 
cruzef@cruzio.com. 


$ 
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AD RATES 

$100 - eighth page (3.5* wide x 2.25" high) 
$200 - quarter page (3.5* wide x 4.75" high) 
$350 • half page (7.25* wide x 4.75" high) 
$650 - full page (7.25* wide x 9.75* high) 


REHEAT AD RATES 

purehaHC three adit, get the fourth ad free 
S (does not upply to full puge ads) 


Advertise 

with the 

Earth First! 
Journal 


Please inquire for upcoming deadlines 
and more information. 


codec tiveQear ill firstjuuraal.nrg 


Black Mesa Support Needed 


Black Mesa Ji-idigenous 
Support works to wpkold 
the sovereignty of indigenous 
people facing forced 
relocation, environmental 
devastation and cultural 
extincion at the hands of 
corporations and LAS and 
tribal governments. 


This Winter elders and 
families in Black f\Aesa, 
.Arizona are putting a call 
out inviting people to stay 
with them and herd sheep, 
chop firewood, act as human 
rights observers and help 
with various work projects. 


black Mesa Indigenous Support 
www.blackmesais.org 
($ 23 ) 775-5086 


$16/5 issues, $4/sample copy 
PO Box 11331 , Eugene OR 97440 
collective@greenanarchy.org 


back issues posted at: 
www.greenanarchy.org 


links socially conscious singles 
who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide / international 
All ages • Straight /gay 
Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get 
top-quality service, competitive rates and the satisfac- 

tion of knowing that five 
^ percent of your bill goes to 

' ’CiftO&Y, this enviro-rag each 
month. To sign up, con- 
tact (510) 644-2778; 
i ..jr Steve@IntemetAddress.com. 


t-shirts, stickers, etc. 
radical & environmental 


My Other S.U.V. 
Was Torched by E.L.F 


peacesupplies.org 


Black Cat Distro Is Back! 


Black Cal distributes tactical information related lo animal liberation, radical environmentalism, 
anarchist and anti-capitalist politics. Black Cat's purpose is to spread information to activist 
communities because we believe in the axiom, "knowledge is power". 

Contact us for a catalogue full of books, 
magazines, booklets, videos, t-shirts and buttons. 


Black Cat Distro 
POB 229 

Roberts Creek. BC 
VON 2W0 Canada 
black@resist.ca 


A monthly round-up of ecological and 
|W other direct action from around Britain 


Aching for a point of view of 
world events outside the US? Then 
the EF! Action Update is for you. 
Armed struggle for liberty and the 
Earth in Honduras; UK direct 
actions against genetic engineering; 
analysis of tactics and strategies— 
these are just a few of the exciting 
topics covered in the Action Update. 


10 issue subscription = $14 
Contact EFI Action Update 
12 London Rd., Brighton 
BN1 4JA, UK 

nailS actionupdate . org . uk 
www . actionupdate . org . uk 
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magazine 


MONKEYS NEED YOUR MONEY! 

ThatQs right. In fact, they need $1 0,000 right away to 
purchase and paint the first Primate Freedom Bus. 


Ho Compromise is dedicated to unifying the grassroots animal 
liberation movement by providing a forum in which activists can 
exchange information, share strategy, discuss important issues 
within the movement, network with each other in an open and 
respectful environment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of Ho Compromise contains the latest in news from grassroots 
animal liberation organizations, Animal Liberation Front action 
updates, activist interviews, special focus sections, useful how-to 
information, and commentary. Ho Compromise is published 
quarterly and produced entirely by activists for activists. 

Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 StudenV$20 Outside of U.S. 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infoshops. 


No Compromise 740A 14th Street #1 25 San Francisco, CA 941 14 Hdj 
831-42S-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.org Hu 


covering communities 
of resistance 
for over three years 


subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
or subscribe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org 


The 2005 Primate Freedom Tour will be the most 
visible and newsworthy event on the animal rights 
front. More and brighter buses, vans, and 
advertisements will assure the greatest coverage 
and impact possible. 

Help us expose the dark and hidden world of primate 
vivisection to the light of day — to the scrutiny of the 
public eye — to the embarrassment of the lawmakers 
who steal your money to buy more and ever increasing 
excruciating experimentation. 

Give the monkeys some money today, 
or give your wages to the vivisectors forever more. 

Please earmark donations for the Tour and pay to: 

Primate Freedom Project 

P.O. Box 6219 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 

vwvw.primatefreedom.org 


339 Lafayette Street 
New York, NY 10012 
(212) 228-0450 
www.warresisters.org 
wrl@warresisters.org 




WAR 

RESISTERS 

LEAGUE 


WAR TAX RESISTANCE 
- A Guide to Withholding Your 
Support from the Military — 

by Ed Hederaann 

Everything you need to know about what is a 
war tax, philosophical questions, how to stop 
paying for war, consequences, resisting IRS 
collection, personal histories, military spending, 
organizing ideas, resources and support! 

Based on experiences of thousands of resisters 


*144 pages, %V2." x 11" 

•illustrated 

•indexed 


$15 plu* $2 bookrate or $4 first class 
New Yoifc City and state residents 
include sales tax (8.25%) 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


I 


Name. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 


O $40 Surface Mail, International 


Address. 


I 

I City, State, Zip+4. 


O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) 
O $40 First Class 
O $40 Anonymous Envelope 


O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $50 Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 


Tel.. 


.Country. 


O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 


| Email. 


Q Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription [ 


| Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


Credit Card Orders 

# 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 46807 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Mass EF! 

takeaction2001@hotmail.com 
Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 
POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 
(978) 688-3569 
MAINE 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 


Earth First! 
Directory 


Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 


Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(612) 362-3387; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 
paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; 
onamoveearthlst@aol.com 


Confluence /St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 

Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 


Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
smartMeme project 

2940 16th St Ste 216, San Francisco, CA 
94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 
FLORIDA 

Lake Worthless EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, IL 
60622 

azone@azone.org 
Red Gate EF! 

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655 
friends@enteract.com 


May Day Infoshop 

151 1st Ave, New York, NY 10003 

(212) 777-8169 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; adam@wetlands 

preserve.org 


Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 
POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 
(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928)213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 


Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 
phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 


North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Peninsular Ranges EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 


Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 
47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcai@boxcarbooks.org 


Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 225-0814 
Uwharrie EF! 
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4433 ELG Rd, Efland, NC 27243 

bisonl2@wildmail.com 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo 

POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Corner Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Rising 
POB 12583 Portland, OR 97212 
(503) 493-7495 


International Contacts 



AUSTRALIA 
EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St. 
Laurent, 2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec 
H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

(604) 682-3269 x.6144 

CURASAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 


Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Mazama Forest Defense 

1257 Siskiyou Blvd #1158, 

Ashland, OR 97520 (541) 482-2640; 

mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

Dirty South EF! 


POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

POB 487, Norwich NR2 3AL, UK 

0160- 321-9811; 
mail@actionupdate .org.uk; 
www.actionupdate.org.uk 
Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 

0161- 226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
London Rising Tide 
62 Fieldgate Street, London El 1ES, UK 
info@risingtide.org.uk 

London Earth First! 

84B Whitechapel High Street, London El 
0, UK; 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Avjean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel rechts, 

12045 Berlin, Germany 
green . rage@web . de 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 

001 Bihar 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHF.R1 ANDS 

Groenfront! 


dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VIRGINIA 

Shenandoah EF! 

POB 1605, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia EF!! 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
(307)6906961; 

teewinotef@wildrockies . org 


Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao 

City, 8000 

POLAND 

Citizen's Environmental Movement 
ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz 42 630- 
17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KYI 6 9Q 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136- 
56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea. org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (five local groups) 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1 AX 01248-355821 
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The Unprotected SUVs 

a complete and total work of fiction 


by Cougar 

Once upon a time, there was a person named Cougar. 
Cougar was tired of trees being cut down and soil being 
destroyed for the construction of new and bigger roads, tired 
of getting asthmatic from the smog while biking around 
town, Summers getting hotter, weather getting more unpre- 
dictable and extreme, ice caps melting, species dying, oil 
slicks spreading, oil wars getting more and more common. 
And Cougar was tired, oh so tired, of yuppies driving their 
SUVs like tanks down the roads of Cougar’s town. 

No one seemed to care enough to do anything about it all, 
so Cougar's only friend was the night. Like most Americans 
(perhaps including you, oh patient reader), Cougar lived 
near some railroad tracks. One night, with the moon shin- 
ing above and the gravel crunching under foot, Cougar went 
to the train yard and found what Cougar was 
looking for. Amidst all the moping train cars, a 
few stood out. They were easily identifiable to 
Cougar or anyone else interested in looking. A 
good four feet taller than the other cars, these 
special cars were perforated with holes and slots 
as though the beasts inside needed fresh air. 

Through these holes, Cougar peered and saw 
Cougar's prey chained and asleep. The train car 
held eight automobiles — four on the top level, 
four on the bottom. Several of those on the 
bottom row were SUVs. 

Cougar bad not brought a slingshot tonight. 

Cougar wanted to do more than shoot out the 
windshields of theSUVs through the open slots 
in the train car (an easy and practically risk-free 
endeavor!). Cougar wanted to get inside. 

The end of the train car had a massive double 
door that rolled outward. The door was locked 
with a heavy iron pin. Cougar did not have 
whatever device unscrewed one bulbous head of 
the pin, which would allow it to slide out and 
enable the opening of the doors. Cougar did 
have bolt cutters, but the bolt would not be cut! 

So Cougar wedged one handle of the bolt cutters 
against the wagon hitch and pulled back on the 
other handle like an oar, using every muscle in 
Cougar's body. Finally, the bolt snapped with a 
clang, and Cougar stood upright to open the 
train-car door. But still it was stuck! 

The clever owners of the freight company, 
wanting very much to protect the sleeping 
automobiles inside, had indudeda second lock. 

On the inside of the door, a thick bolt rested in a deep well 
and could only be lifted by a long lever arm that was also 
hidden on the inside of the locked door. The lever arm was 


meant to be lifted by some sort of key. Cougar had nothing 
that was the right size or shape to find purchase in the 
keyhole and give the necessary leverage. But Cougar was an 
inventive little elf! Cougar slipped Cougar's belt through 
the gap under the door, was able to loop it around the lever 
arm and, pulling both ends, lift the bolt with ease. Cougar 
swung the door open, hopped inside and swung the door 
closed behind. 

No words could describe Cougar's immense joy at being 
able to meet a select group of SUVs, unlocked, face to face, 
away from the prying eyes of passersby and closed circuit 
security cameras! Cougar had a good hour to scratch paint, 
slash tires, (quietly!) smash windows, rip up the vehicles' 
interiors, smash in the radios, pry loose the dashboards 
and pull out the wires behind them, break off mirrors, kick 
out the glove compartments, open the hoods and play 

Mad Mechanic! Oh, 
what indescribably 
infinite fun! 

At the end of it 
all, Cougar closed 
up the train car and 
replaced the pin, 
hoping Cougar's 
trespass would not 
be noticed until 
much later and 
many miles away. 
Then, Cougar fled 
into the night and 
crept homeward, 
falling asleepwith a 
great grin of joy 
spreading across 
Cougar's leonine 
face. 

In the sluggish 
stillness just before 
dawn, Cougar was 
visited by dreams 
that Cougar was 
not alone, that oth- 
ers were prowling 
the night and con- 
suming with fireor 
wrench the plastic 
and steel beasts 
that were breaking 
the circle. And all 
across the world, inanimate commodities trembled, and 
tbe buds on the trees waited to burst forth in the coming 
light of morning. 
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In 

Defense 
of Anger 


As a visiting Earth Firstler from 
overseas, I want to use this chance to 
say thanks to y'all for being part of the 
illuminating green spark that caught 
my eye and led me to the place that 
I'm now in. 

It was more than 10 years ago 
that reading tales of your monkey- 
wrenching, treesitting, blockades and 
raucous mischief-making gave me hope. 
It inspired me to join people in England 
taking similar radical action, but more 
than that, it gave me a sense of belonging 
to something that was real and 
meaningful in a tragically alienated and 
symbolic world. A feeling that as well as 
taking direct action, we were also 
rediscovering primal, healthy ways of 
relating to each other and the Earth. 

It's been an incredible time, and the 
ideas and actions of Earth First! have 
been an inspiration to thousands of 
people around the world. These actions 
are partly responsible for kick-starting 
the global wave of radical ecological 
resistance in the last 20 years. 

But, as you know, it's not all good 
news — the Earth is screwed. It has been 
for a long time, but it's quickly getting 
significantly worse. It should be 
obvious to all but the most rich, 
ignorant or alienated that the primary 
reason for this is that the world is 
dominated by an elite technocratic 
class who hold an anthropocentric 
and unecological worldview. The rest 
of us are being brainwashed and 
manipulated by the mass media and 
coerced into line by the repressive 
apparatus of the state. 

The repression most talked about is 
police harassment, the harsh 
sentencing and the intimidation and 



killing of activists by industry and its 
apologists. But the flip side to this 
overt repression is an equally vicious, 
yet more subtle, version that results 
from people internalizing the values 
of the dominant ideology. 

We encounter the socialized patterns 
of behavior that result from this 
internalization even when we try to 
challenge the system with radical action. 
These patterns manifest themselves as 
the passive voices patronizingly 
explaining the need for compromise, 
the activists arguing for slow coalition- 
building work rather than militant 
action, the focus on "inclusive" activities 
and the willingness of some activists 
to engage in dialogue with the 
enemy. These manifestations of our 
domestication are as responsible for 
the failure of movements as much as the 
more brutal repression. 

To resist and overcome this, we 
need to stay angry and also make 
efforts to continually rediscover and 
recharge our deep rage at the state of 
the Earth and those that made it that 
way. Instead of letting anger be some- 
thing that we need to justify, we 
need to question those that seem 
able to smile, shake hands and make 
conversation with the profiteers of 
ecological genocide. We need to 
refuse the politeness and meaning- 
less compromises dictated as "pro- 
gressive" by our enemies, our 
"friends" and the apathetic. The only 
way to a free and ecologically sound 
world is through the total destruc- 
tion of the values and institutions of 
civilization, and for this we need 
directed anger — lots of it. 

For green sparks, and the fires 
they ignite... 

— A Stranger in a Strange Land 
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Dismantling the Master’s House with the Master’s Tools 




SWISS 


by Julia 

Last Spring, Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) and local law 
enforcement conspired to close a county road for the company's 
exclusive right to dismember old-growth forests in northern 
California. While the cops bullied and arrested protesters on 
bogus charges, PL-hired climbers assaulted and extracted 
treesitters throughout the Freshwater watershed. Some of the 
forest defenders would have their day in court. This is one of 
their stories. 

I am sitting on the side of the road, hands cuffed behind 
my back, wondering... now what? I was arrested and 
charged with resisting or obstructing a public officer. A 
week later, my charges were dropped. Then a month later, 
without proper notification, my original charges were 
reinstated and a charge of trespassing was added. 

The idea of resistance carrying through to the courtroom 
is by no means new. However, a resurgence in court 
activity in northern California has brought to light its 
critical place in our struggle. When an activist is educated 
about the roles of workers in the system and the workings 
of the system, strategic breaking of the rules can occur 
during the court process. 

I have seen the panicked look in the eyes of the cops as 
night settles into the forest and they begin to no longer feel 
in their element. I had a similar feeling as I stepped into the 
Eureka courthouse for the first time. 

At my arraignment, I pled not guilty and declined to 
waive time, in order to retain my right to a speedy trial. I 
had no money for a lawyer, so I had planned to accept a 
public defender. But I changed my mind in favor of 
representing myself. 

I filed a suppression motion and was granted a hearing. 
This pre-trial hearing is usually used to stop evidence from 
being used in trial. I used it to get court-documented 
statements from cops. I knew the cops were lying, and I 
knew the witness' stories would contradict each other. 

I must admit, in the beginning, I just wanted to be out 
of court. I would have pled "no contest" for a crime I 


didn't commit, but the assistant district attorney pros- 
ecuting my case offered no deals. I think he wanted to 
make an example of what happens when someone repre- 
sents herself. 

My trial was about to start, and I had one last opportunity 
to accept a public defender. I declined. I knew my case well 
and could not stand the thought of someone else speaking 
for me. So my case went forward, and the trial officially 
began with jury selection. 

This portion of the game is played by asking your 
potential jurors questions that will subtly tell you where 
they are coming from, without sending the prosecutor a 
red warning flag. About 75 percent of the potential jurors 
in my trial were excused due to their direct ties to the 
timber industry. Ironic, since all of the judges in the 
Eureka court system have worked for or have represented 
PL at some point in their careers. It is very difficult for 
anyone connected to forest defense to receive a fair trial 
in Humboldt County. 

A jury was finally selected, and my trial could proceed. 
Evidence was presented in the form of witnesses, videotapes, 
transcripts and hand-drawn maps. My defense was coming 
together, and the assistant district attorney began to get 
nervous. How would it look for him to lose to a 21-year-old 
woman with no legal training? 

The deals started rolling in. At one point, I was offered a 
misdemeanor, one year probation and 60 hours of 
community service to be spent driving around in a squad 
car with the cop who gave the order to have me arrested. 

My case continued, and my defense became ever stronger. 
The assistant district attorney then came before the judge 
and offered me a $10 infraction if I pled no contest. I 
refused. I told the judge I would have gladly taken the offer 
three months ago, but now it had all gone too far. 

My trial proceeded, and right before the jury was 
scheduled to deliberate, the judge acquitted me of all the 
charges. The assistant district attorney prosecuting the 
case was laid off shortly thereafter. 

fulia is an active part of North Coast Earth First!. 
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Dear 

Shit 

fer 

Brains 



Letters to the Editors 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

In these times of increas- 
ing state repression and 
backpeddling liberals, it's re- 
ally heartening to see the 
Earth First! Journal continue 
to cover radical and militant 
direct action — especially that 
which refuses to abide by the 
reformist and statist nonvio- 
lence code so loved by some 
sections of the “movement." 

However, some critique of 
certain elements of the Revolu- 
tionary Cells' actions reported 
in the Earth First! Journal 
Samhain/Yule 2003 is needed. 
One of the Revolutionary Cells 
communiques (published on 
portland.indymedia.org) 
commemorates, "Those fallen 
before us in the war for libera- 
tion," going on to list 10 of 
these people, including some 
from the struggle for animal 
liberation, Irish Republican 
movement, Basque separatists 
and anti-globilization activists. 

Drawing together very dif- 
ferent struggles that share 
little or nothing in terms of 
their desire for a free and eco- 
logical world seems to be 
slightly un thought out to me, 
and particularly unfair given 
the people mentioned are 
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dead and cannot complain 
about being aligned with oth- 
ers they may strongly disagree 
with, as I know at least one of 
them would. 

The communique contin- 
ues, signing off, "Up the Real 
IRA! Long live the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine! Viva Las Fuerzas Ar- 
madas Revolucionarias de 
Colombia! [FARC] Long live 
the Frontu Di Liberazione 
Naziunalista Corsu! For the 
creation of Revolutionary 
Cells! For Humyn, Earth and 
Animal Liberation!" 

Whilst obviously I support 
effective radical, ecological 
direct action, of whatever type 
people see fit to take, I do not 
support the murderous and 
nationalist actions of FARC, 
the IRA, Palestinian bombers 
or Corsican Nationalists, and 
would be surprised and dis- 
gusted by any genuine eco- 
anarchist that did. 

The Revolutionary Cells are 
to be welcomed for their mili- 
tancy and commitment to radi- 
cal direct action, but criticized 
for their drawing together 
disparate struggles with diver- 
gent aims under the slightly 
nebulous banner of "armed 


struggle. " Revolutionary Cells, 
more critical thinking and less 
cheerleading for nationalist 
gun and bomb toting please. 

— A Nonny Mouse 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I confess I do not always read 
every single page of the EF! 
Journal. That is why the Revo- 
lutionary Cell communique on 
page 20 of the Samhain/Yule 
2003 issue had to be pointed 
out to me. So I have to ask: 
What is with this recklessly 
violent braggadocio? Are we 
trying to attract more nut cases 
like Ted Kaczynski to the 
movement? Are we not keep- 
ing up with our nonviolence 
trainings? Have our nonvio- 
lence trainers been slacking? 
Besides being of questionable 
morality, violence is a com- 
pletely impractical tactic. Does 
anyone really think they can 
beat a global corporate system 
backed up by United States 
military force by violent 
means? The Soviet Union tried 
it and went bankrupt and col- 
lapsed. Violence can only 
breed more violence. I do un- 
derstand that the path of non- 
violence is not for everyone. It 
is no place for cowards. It takes 


rare courage and strength of 
character to fight evil without 
being seduced by it. If the Jour- 
nal is going to print provoca- 
tive little communiques like 
this, shouldn't you being 
contextualizing it in a way 
that distances it from our 
movement? It is not "super- 
radical," so much as danger- 
ously stupid. Wise up. 

Your friendly Peace Nazi, 
— Peggy Sue 

Yo, Shit fer Brains, 

It was really great to see all 
the articles on the stealthy 
logging initiative and the 
Tongass logging. That damn 
thing is the biggest pile of 
propaganda we've seen in a 
while. Power to Greenpeace, 
National Forest Protection 
Alliance, American Lands, Si- 
erra Club and the rest fight- 
ing those suckers. Now we 
have to start all over again 
and watch the forests for our 
testimony. The Journal is look- 
ing up. I'd hereby like to chal- 
lenge all my fellow Texas 
EF!ers to fight this stuff on 
our national forests! Remem- 
ber, treesitting started in Sam 
Houston National Forest at 
Four Notch. Now they're 
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gonna carve it up all over 
again. Alas for ThunderCraig. 
I'm sad that I met him only 
once. That he is dancing in 
the wild land of promise. 

— OWLBEARD 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

As I read "Open Letter," 
Mabon 2003, I began to feel 
a somewhat familiar, uncom- 
fortable knot in my gut. Af- 
ter some reflection, I believe 
what I was feeling was shamed. 
I'm not referring to the appro- 
priate shame, which I feel 
whenever I'm driving a car or 
oppressing a lover. I'm talking 
about the guilt used often in 
my childhood to control or 
train me during my domesti- 
cation. It's the same tool 
(among others) that was used 
to break us, put us in our 
place, our box, our cage. This 
too, like male violence, is nec- 
essary for civilization to con- 
tinue. If we were allowed (or 
able) to be our own wild 
selves, the machine would 
sputter and quit — or possibly 
even explode. 

I felt this old familiar feeling 
subtly throughout your letter, 
but was triggered most strongly 
by your statement, which be- 
gan, "It is important to keep in 
mind that unless someone is a 
rich, white, heterosexual, able- 
bodied, Christian male, they 
are probably oppressed in some 
ways and have privilege in oth- 
ers." I understand the point 
which you go on- to make: Our 
own abuse is never an excuse 
for the pain we inflict on oth- 
ers. What bothers me is that 
you seem to believe that there 
exists a class of people (the 
dominant class) who have 
not — or do not — experience 
oppression. As a reluctant 
member of this class, I can 
only say, I wish it were true. 

The real world lies beneath 
the asphalt, just as our true 
selves lie buried under all the 
lies we were taught about who 
we are and how we should 
relate. As a rich, white, etc. 
male, I am not oppressed in 
the artificial human environ- 
ment called civilization. 
However, all those categori- 
zations have nothing to do 


with who I could have been 
were I to be raised as a healthy 
human child in the real world. 
I too was robbed of my wild 
birthright, and my pain is as 
real to me as anyone else's 
pain is to them. 

All of us have been children 
raised in civilization, there- 
fore all of us have intimate 
knowledge (some more "inti- 
mate" than others, unfortu- 
nately) of what it means to be 
oppressed. Denying pain, 
their own and others, and 
especially the pain they them- 
selves cause, is conditioned 
male behavior. To feel the 
pain of wildlands and 
roadkill, of nations slaugh- 
tered and species obliterated, 
as well as the pain that we 
inflict, and perhaps most 
frightening of all, the pain of 
what was done to us — that is 
the real work we have to do. A 
man who ignores his own pain 
is not likely to be able to show 
compassion (or responsibility) 
for others. This endless cycle 
of abuse, the passing on of 
trauma, is a defining feature 
of our culture, and it dwells at 
the heart of patriarchy. 

I'll keep my eyes open so I 
can hold you accountable, but 
I want to keep my heart open 
too, so I can hold your pain. 

Your friend in the struggle, 
— Skunk 

Hello, 

Thanks for the article on 
the important work of pi- 
rate radio. It might interest 
some of your readers to know 
that there is a progressive 
talk radio network at www. 
ieamericaradio.com that 
features a leading critic of 
corporate power, Thom 
Hartmann. The format is 
participatory, and they re- 
ceive calls from progressive 
folk from all over the coun- 
try. There are also opportu- 
nities to extend the messages 
of pirate radio by engaging 
the 50,000 watt AM stations 
mentioned in El Pico's ar- 
ticle (see EF!J November- 
December 2003). I've found 
it to be surprisingly easy to 
call into both local and 
national programs, which 


often welcome respectful 
dissent. There are even some 
hosts who are privately hop- 
ing that more people would 
call in and say something in 
defense of the Earth. The 
hosts often can't be too 
"green" themselves, other- 
wise they'd get fired, but call- 
ers can break the silence. 

Kind Regards, 

— Preston 

P.S. I think we could be 
more effective by networking 
with others and exploiting 
opportunities that the corpo- 
rate media provides. What do 
you think? 

Dear Knuckleheads, 

In the last issue of the Jour- 
nal (January-February 2004), 
the article about the cycle cir- 
cus mentions guelaguetza , 
which it defines as "a time 
and place for people to come 
together to exchange ideas, 
traditions, politics, culture, 
dance, music and art." This 
definition is incomplete. 

Guelaguetza is not an arts 
and crafts fair, but rather a 
traditional system of material 
exchange. In traditional 
Zapotec communities, women 
keep tabs of what they've bor- 
rowed from their neighbors 
and what they've loaned out. 
Using this record, which they 
often write down in note- 
books reserved specifically for 
the purpose, they can call on 
their neighbors for assistance 
for capital intensive social 
events. Invitations to engage 
in this relationship of recip- 
rocal exchange are extended 
strategically by women in or- 
der to secure important 
friendships. Instead of being 
a time to get together to ex- 
change ideas, guelaguetza is a 
system of accounting that lets 
poor folks acquire social and 
material capital. 

I will illustrate how 
guelaguetza works by provid- 
ing a fictional example about 
a woman named Rosa. Rosa 
has been fulfilling requests 
from her network of friends. 
Next week, one of Rosa's 
daughters is getting married, 
and Rosa must find enough 
food to prepare a huge dinner. 


Since she has no cash savings, 
Rosa looks in her notebook to 
find out which women she 
has given things to and then 
proceeds to the house of each 
one. During her visits, shecalls 
in her favors. At the house of 
Inez, Rosa says, "Dona Inez, 
do you remember that I gave 
you a pig for your godson's 
baptism? I need you to give 
me one of your goats so that I 
can cook for my daughter's 
wedding." By visiting the nu- 
merous women with whom 
she has established a relation- 
ship of mutual exchange, 
Dona Rosa is able to assemble 
the materials needed for a wed- 
ding feast. 

To be fair, there is a festi- 
val held once a year called 
"lunes del cero," or sometimes 
"guelaguetza." However, the 
festival is named after the 
exchange system, and not 
the other way around. 

Journal readers interested 
in finding out more about 
guelaguetza will enjoy read- 
ing one of the many fine eth- 
nographies of the Zapotec. 
Of these, I especially recom- 
mend Zapotec Women by 
Lynn Stephen. 

Sincerely, 

— Dan Kappus 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Grocery workers in Califor- 
nia have been on strike for 
four months now in defense 
of their health care. Safeway, 
Ralphs and Albertsons have 
abandoned all pretense of 
competition, signing a profit- 
sharing agreement so they can 
crush the union. Consumers 
overwhelmingly support the 
strike and corporate profits 
are crashing. 

Earth Firstlers need to sup- 
port these workers, standing 
with them at their picket 
lines and direct actions. This 
is a rare opportunity to tap 
into anti-corporate anger and 
open people's eyes to the per- 
ils of corporate rule. 

Saving Mother Earth means 
toppling the corporate power 
structure entirely; aiding our 
anti-corporate allies will al- 
ways forward the struggle. 

— Atlatl 
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Bashing Bayer in Britain! 

The Continuing Struggle Against Biotechnology 


by Nora Ludd 

"The campaign against genetic engineering in Europe is the 
greatest block to global economic liberalization in existence. " 

— 1999 US Treasury report to the Senate 

From the Americas to Australia, Brazil to Britain, Canada 
to Croatia, India to Italy, resistance to genetic engineering 
has been widespread and militant. The tactics used have 
been the tactics of the rebellious throughout history: crop 
trashing, destruction of machinery, arson, blockading and 
street demonstrations. There has also been the harassment 
of those that control the technology, be it through visits to 
their homes, phone calls, emails or the disruption and 
occupation of their corporate offices. 

The first outdoor genetically modified (GM) test crop 
was planted in Brentwood, California, one day in April 
1987. All 2,000 plants were destroyed by Earth Firstlers the 
very next night. More than 
16 years later, the global 
struggle continues as fierce 

and vibrant as ever, and it This growing Campai 
shows no signs of abating. 

In Britain, strong direct Bayer and the TCSt C 
action resistance, together 

with a huge amount of pub- interests with mor 

lie support, has kept GM 

crops stuck in the research- arguments. Intense an 

and-development phase. ° 

Bayer Cropscience is at the sabotage and intimida 
forefront of a push by bio- ° 

technology companies to t u rommercializati 
move forward and get cer- inC comm crciailzail 

tain GM crops approved for .. .• .• 

commercial growing. Until Unattractive Option. 

recently, Bayer owned nine 
of the 1 1 seed varieties un- 
der consideration for commercial use in Britain. At the end 
of December, it dropped six of these varieties, blaming the 
"significant actions of a criminal minority" for playing a 
part in its decision. 

Bayer is a huge German-owned pharmaceutical and pesti- 
cide corporation. Historically, it was responsible for the 
trademarking of heroin (sold as cough medicine) and was part 
of the German chemicals conglomerate IG Farben, which 
made Zyklon B — the gas used in Nazi death chambers. 
Recently, Bayer bought Aventis Cropscience, the company 
responsible for many of the GM field trials in Britain. In doing 
so, Bayer turned itself into a big GM company, and hence it 
is now the number one target for anti-biotech activities. 


Launched at last 
year's UK Earth First! 

Summer Gathering, the Jr 

campaign to force Bayer 
Cropscience out of the GM 

crop market has become increasingly effective. Since Au- 
gust, there have been both night and daytime office visits 
and occupations, glued locks, spraypainted messages, 
bricks through windows, electronic blockades and home 
visits. Following on from more than six years of militant 
anti-biotech activity in Britain, the Bayer campaign has 
successfully adapted to the new terrain of struggle that it 
finds itself in. 

Previously, anti-biotech actions have focused on the 
destruction of small-scale GM crop trials. Despite the 
growing surveillance from police and private security com- 
panies, hundreds of locations have been destroyed by 
masked saboteurs during the last few years. Covertly orga- 
nized, often done at night 
and sometimes involving 

. . . . .. up to 100 people, these 

This growing campaign is not challenging actions were hugely suc- 
cessful. However, many of 

Bayer and the rest of the GM corporate the trials have reached 

their scientific conclusion, 

interests with morals and complicated with the ones that were 

1 destroyed omitted from 

arguments. Intense and consistent economic the final official reports. 

° The current GM trials are 

sabotage and intimidation are what will make " fa ™ scale," so-called be- 
o cause they involve areas of 

the commercialization of GM crops an 

.. • agricultural field. These 

Unattractive option. fields are too large to be 

effectively destroyed, and 
many of the trials are now 
nearing completion anyway. As a result, the focus of 
British anti-GM activity has changed, and it is now di- 
rected at the corporations and individuals responsible 
rather than the crops themselves. 

With this shift in direction, the Bayer campaign has 
learned lessons from the inspiring Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty (SHAC) campaign. A significant part of SHAC's 
success is due to its strategic targeting. This has led people 
to focus not just on the target company — that's expecting 
action against it and often responds with secure premises 
and a well-developed public relations department — but 
diversifying and looking for weaker points in the corpo- 
rate matrix. 
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In Britain, this way of identifying weak points has been 
utilized for the Bayer campaign — choosing targets that are 
connected to the company, but who often have no expec- 
tation of being hit and therefore usually have much lower 
security measures. This has meant that banks, insurance 
brokers, advertising agencies, food supply chains and other 
related elements of Bayer's essential support structure have 
been attacked. At times, this has led to interesting develop- 
ments within the campaign. On some occasions, different 
parts of the same company have felt 
that they are being targeted for some- 
thing that they are not doing and 
may not even agree with. Very useful 
situations have resulted from this ap- 
proach, including some cases where 
some of the information used in the 
campaign has been supplied by em- 
ployees of the companies targeted. 

Another of the positive aspects of 
this campaign has been its emphasis 
on globalizing the struggle against 
Bayer. This has become even more 
important as Bayer has recently taken 
out a legal injunction against a num- 
ber of groups, websites and individu- 
als in Britain to attempt to prevent 
them from engaging in, or even re- 
porting on, anti-Bayer activities. Of 
course, it will not work. Indeed, simi- 
lar injunctions used in past cases have even seemed to 
mobilize resistance rather than crush it. 

Nevertheless, it is partly with this injunction in mind 
that globalizing the resistance to Bayer is now a priority for 
the campaign. Already there have been anti-Bayer actions 
in Italy, and more throughout Europe will hopefully follow 
soon. Any actions happening in North America would be 
welcomed and supported. 


It is important to note that this growing campaign is not 
challenging Bayer and the rest of the GM corporate inter- 
ests with morals and complicated arguments. Most people 
in Britain are opposed to GM crops, and yet the govern- 
ment and corporations are going ahead with them regard- 
less. The time for discussion of the rights and wrongs of GM 
crops has passed. Intense and consistent economic sabo- 
tage and intimidation are what will make the commercial- 
ization of GM crops an unattractive option for Bayer, and 
so those are the tactics being chosen. 

The war against GM crops will con- 
tinue. Winning the battle against 
Bayer, as one battle in the war against 
biotechnology, is a necessary victory 
to prevent the economic machinery 
from destroying the last of the natu- 
ral world. For all those who oppose 
the domestication and continuing en- 
closure of life by state and corporate 
interests, continue the resistance 
against biotech and join the battle 
against Bayer! 

For more information on Bayer's dirty 
history, visit www.bayerhazard.com. 
To find Bayer and related targets in the 
US, including individuals, companies, 
offices and supporting institutions, visit 
www.bayercropscienceus.com. For 
more information on the anti-Bayer 
campaign in Britain and to report any actions, visit 
www.stopbayergm.org. And lastly, for longer reports and an 
analysis of the resistance to the biotech industry in Britain, 
visit www.eco-action.org/dod. 

Nora Ludd feels much happier when making Bayer executives' 
lives miserable by visiting their homes at night. He lives in a 
muddy ditch in the north of England, but is currently on a yoga 
holiday in Outer Mongolia with his tortoise animal companion. 




The Biotech Baking Brigade Strikes Back! 

On January 21, Paul Rylott, top GM scientist at Bayer Cropscience, delivered a stirring 
speech on how to manage consumer response to biotechnology. Rylott was attending a 
Food and Drink Federation-sponsored conference in London, "Threats and Risks in the 
Food Industry: Predicting and Managing Issues." 

As he took his place in line for the buffet dinner, a polite call of "Mr. Rylott?" brought 
him face to face with a stale, dumpstered chocolate fudge cake that was covered with 
sweaty, rotting whipped cream. The assaulting party shouted, "That's for GM!, " and 
fled without arrest. 

Some leaflets were given out to the surprised and immobilized crowd, and 
all those protesting left before the cops arrived. 

Following the action, the Biotech Baking Brigade stated, "GM technology 
is one of the latest onslaughts of a bland and tedious industrial, technologi- 
cal society against the Earth. We are against monoculture and for biodiversity, 
against the domestication of people and land, and for the wild. There is no 
neutral ground: Everyone is called upon to choose their side. Whenever 
'they' strike — be they governments, corporations or greenwashing 
quangos — we will strike back. They have declared war on us and our 
planet: We will answer it." 
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Massasauga Earth First! ers occupy the roof of the Highland Park municipal building in July 


The past few months have been busy and somewhat 
surreal for activists fighting water privatization through- 
out Michigan. More than 80,000 homes in Detroit have no 
water or other utility access or are in the process of having 
these utilities shut off. But neither Governor Jennifer 
Granholm nor any other public official will declare a state 
of emergency and stand up for these people's rights. It is in 
this climate that the push to privatize local water resources, 
and the ensuing conflict, intensifies. 

Ice Mountain, a brand of water owned by Nestle and 
drawn from Michigan’s natural water systems, has been 
the target of attention from the Sweetwater Alliance since 
March 2002 (see EF!f January-February 2003). The 
Sweetwater Alliance is a coalition of Michigan residents 
and environmental activists dedicated to the liberation of 
essential resources from corporate control, and it has an 
active boycott campaign against Ice Mountain. 

The Meijer grocery store chain has refused to stop carry- 
ing Ice Mountain, despite direct demands by the Sweetwater 
activists. At a protest on October 18, in Flint, Michigan, 
Marie Mason was arrested when she attempted to enter the 
store wearing a t-shirt that read: "Ask Me About Ice Moun- 
tain." The arresting officer later stated that the Mason was 
"unpredictable" and "potentially harmful." 

In September, the water issue garnered interest from a 
group that the FBI loves to hate. The Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) attempted to burn down one of Ice Mountain's two 
pumping stations. Unfortunately, the incendiary devices 
failed to ignite. Soon thereafter, Massasauga Earth First! 
issued a statement supporting the attempted action, and 
the FBI decided to use the arson attempt as justification for 
harassing activists in the above-ground movement for 
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water protection. Some of the people listed as regional 
contacts on the Sweetwater Alliance's website were con- 
tacted by the FBI, as was the owner of a private camp where 
the group had held a statewide planning retreat. The FBI 
then issued a subpoena in late October to Mason and her 
husband, Frank Ambrose, to submit palm prints and DNA 
samples to a federal grand jury. They refused. 

When the subpoenas were served, Mason and Ambrose 
were approached separately. Ambrose's subpoena was deliv- 
ered to him at work. Immediately after the two FBI agents 
left, he called Mason. At that point, agents knocked on the 
door to their home and she answered. One agent was from 
the FBI while the other was from the Coast Guard. Thanks 
Homeland Security, for providing this opportunity to be 
harassed by a new branch of the federal government. 

People responded to an action alert asking for calls to the 
US attorney's office about the subpoenas. When the couple's 
attorney, Buck Davis, called to inform US Attorney Lloyd 
Meyers that they were going to file a motion to quash, 
Meyers complained that his office could not get any work 
done due to the "scores of impolite and harassing” phone 
calls. Meyers said that he was contemplating filing con- 
tempt charges because of the "harassment." Davis re- 
minded him that the subpoenas were also disrupting his 
clients' lives significantly. At this point, Davis also discov- 
ered that there was an alleged third subpoena issued to 
someone else for the same information. 

Meyers reissued the subpoenas a month later, and a 
motion to quash was filed on December 17. The judge 
denied the motion. Even though he stated otherwise in his 
opinion, it was clear that the basis of the subpoenas was in 
fact Ambrose and Mason's political activity and past arrest 


records. But his ruling also reinforced that grand juries do 
not need any basis of evidence to issue a subpoena. Simply 
thinking that someone may have been involved in a crime 
is enough to justify a subpoena to produce evidence or 
testimony. When dealing with a grand jury, you are guilty 
until proven innocent. Ambrose and Mason were forced to 
comply and gave the government their hand prints and 
DNA samples. 

Given the October memo that was leaked from the FBI 
detailing its efforts to marginalize and isolate radical mem- 
bers of the anti-war movement, the situation in Michigan is 
interesting. Ifyou were to substitute "anti-water privatization" 
for "anti-war," then the actions of the local police and FBI 
seem familiar. They are trying to marginalize and bad- jacket 
both the Sweetwater Alliance and Massasauga EF! as violent 
and extreme in the eyes of the more moderate organizations 
involved in the fight to protect water. 

Meanwhile, activists had been awaiting a decision in a 
court case brought against Nestle and the State of Michigan 
by another group, the Michigan Citizens for Water Conser- 
vation (MCWC). No matter what the decision, the FBI 
knew that conservative, moderate and radical groups would 
have to join together to stand up to a giant like Nestle. To 
the FBI, a classic divide-and-conquer strategy was in order. 

The court decision did finally come down in early De- 
cember. In a stunning victory, Judge Lawrence Root or- 
dered Nestle to completely stop pumping water in 22 days. 
This decision effectively closed the 1 50-million-dollar plant 
that Nestle had built with the hope of establishing itself in 
Michigan. But before activists could even begin to cel- 
ebrate the victory, Granholm stepped in on Nestle's behalf. 
She filed an amicus brief and helped to convince the 
appeals court to grant a stay to the order, allowing Nestle 
to continue to drain Michigan. This was a tremendous 
shock, as Granholm has repeatedly stated her opposition 
to water diversion and Nestle's operations at Ice Mountain. 

In response, the more moderate environmental groups 
released a joint statement that complemented the governor's 
actions and compromised their original demands. The 
Sweetwater Alliance and Massasauga EF! were left alone 
criticizing the governor for her duplicity. It seemed pretty 
obvious that mainstream environmentalists wanted to be 
sure to distinguish themselves from Sweetwater. It also 
seemed pretty obvious that they wanted to make this 
distinction because of the adverse attention that Sweetwater 
has been receiving as a result of the FBI harassment. 

So, at the end of round one, the divide-and-conquer 
strategy worked. Fortunately, movements remain fluid, and 
MCWC and others who had previously been afraid to criticize 
the governor seem to have reconsidered. On February 4, in 
Lansing, Michigan, they came together with Sweetwater to 
present a "State of the People" address and their united 
demand for environmental justice and water protection. 

Ifyou would like to help, calls are needed to the assistant 
US attorney in Grand Rapids, Lloyd K. Meyers. He can be 
reached at (616) 456-2404. Tell Meyers to disband the 
grand jury immediately and cancel the subpoenas for the 
anti-water privatization activists. 

For more information or to donate to Mason and Ambrose's 
legal defense fund, contact the Water Defense Committee, 
POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244; massasaugaef@yahoo.com. 
Also visit www.waterissweet.org. 


The Battle for Blue Gold 

by Tony Clarke and Maude Barlow 

Along with population growth and increasing water 
consumption, massive pollution has placed great strain 
on the world's remaining supply of clean fresh water. 
By 2025, as many as two-thirds of all people are 
expected to be living under serious water shortage 
conditions, and demand for water could very well 
exceed availability by more than 50 percent. 

This has attracted the interest of global corporations 
who want to sell water for a profit. The water industry 
is touted by the World Bank as a potential trillion- 
dollar industry. 

Leading the charge for privatization are three corpora- 
tions based in Europe: Vivendi, Suez and RWE. After a 
series of private-sector fiascoes in the global South, these 
companies are now concentrating their investments on 
more secure markets in North America and Europe. 



A picket calling for an end to water shut-offs 


Eighty-five percent of all water services in the US are 
still in public hands. That’s a tempting target. Within 
the next 10 years, Vivendi, Suez and RWE aim to 
control 70 percent of water services across the US. 

Because the same corporate players are targeting 
communities around the world, we must forge alli- 
ances and connections, learn from one another and 
start to build a frontal attack. Our local actions should 
be informed by three global principles. One is water 
conservation. The second principle is that water is a 
fundamental human right, and the third principle is 
water democracy. 

We cannot leave the management of our most pre- 
cious resource in the hands of bureaucrats in govern- 
ment or private corporations. We, the people, must 
preserve this special trust. 

Maude Barlow and Tony Clarke are co-authors of Blue 
Gold: The Corporate Theft of the World's Water. 

Excerpted from the Winter 2004 issue of Yes! magazine. 

The Water Defense Committee is a group of activists 
working to defend the anti-water privatization movement 
against government harassment. 

March-April 2004 Earth First! Page 9 



Raiders of the Lost Biosphere: 

Conservation International 



environmental sweet talk to quietly access, administer 
and purchase biologically diverse areas throughout the 
world, which it puts at the disposal of multinational 
corporations. Cl's track record suggests a motivation to 
conserve natural areas as a resource for bioprospecting 
rather than out of concern for the rights of the people 
who have lived with and protected these ecosystems for 
so long. 

In 1997, Cl signed a comprehensive bioprospecting 
agreement with California-based Hyseq, which special- 
izes in genomic sequencing. Cl agreed to test flora and 
fauna samples for possible drug candidates and to provide 


by Aziz Choudry 


Its website proclaims: "A passionate few can make the 
difference in the world." Colin Powell says that its work is 
"amazing." Its president, Russell Mittermeier, confesses to 
a lifelong Tarzan fixation, while its vice-chair is the actor 
who played Indiana Jones. In 2001, it received what the 
media dubbed the largest grant to an environmental orga- 
nization — $261 million spread over 10 years. 

The organization is Conservation International (Cl). 
Founded in 1987, with headquarters in Washington, DC, 
Cl's stated mission is "to conserve the Earth's living natural 
heritage, our global biodiversity and to demonstrate that 
human societies are able to live harmoniously with na- 
ture." It operates in more than 30 countries — in the Ameri- 
cas, Asia, Africa and the Pacific. But like Harrison Ford, Cl 
does a lot of acting, applying copious layers of green make- 
up. Unfortunately, for many indigenous peoples affected 
by Cl's brand of "conservation," this is no movie set. 

It is no coincidence that indigenous people live in the 
world's remaining biologically diverse regions. Yet Cl 
frequently depicts them as threats to the environment, 
accusing them of illegal logging, overpopulation and 
slash-and-burn agriculture. Leave it to the experts to save 
these places, says Cl, through "applying innovations in 
science, economics and policy. " 

Cl's major supporters include Cemex, 

Citigroup, Chiquita, ExxonMobil 
Foundation, Ford, Gap, JP Morgan Chase 
and Co., McDonald's, Sony, Starbucks, 

United Airlines and Disney. Gordon 
Moore, Cl's executive committee chair — 
and donor of the $261 million grant — 
founded the Intel Corporation. Cl 
claims that its corporate supporters 
"share a common concern about 
protecting the environment." 

Cl uses its considerable financial 
resources, political influence and 


Threat to the environment or a threat to Cl's profit margin in Chiapas? 


Chiapas, a bioprospector's paradise 


regular reports on its findings to Hyseq. 
In addition to an initial contribution, 
Hyseq pays Cl on both a per-country 
basis and an annual fee. Hyseq is also free 
to pursue intellectual property claims over 
any results. 

? In Panama, Cl has worked with Novartis, 

§ Monsanto and others in "ecologically 
I guided bioprospecting" — seeking pharma- 
•* ceutical and agricultural products from 
plants, fungi and insects. In Surinam, Cl 
cooperated with Bristol Myers Squibb's eth- 
ers vice-cnair nobotanists in collecting plant samples. It 
Mr. Ford was here that Cl worked to win the trust of 
indigenous communities and healers in or- 
der to negotiate a very dubious "benefit-sharing" agreement. 

Half a world away, in the Solomon Islands, Cl runs a 
project that sees local people harvesting the Ngali nut. 
Cl claims that this provides a viable economic alterna- 
tive to logging the country's tropical forests. The project 
supplies the operations of an Australian entrepreneur, 
Peter Hull. 

On May 28, 2002, Hull was granted a patent by the US 
Patent Office for use of the nut oil in the "treatment of 
arthritis and other similar conditions." He is applying 
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for patents in 127 countries. Hull 
says that he works with Cl to con- 
vince village elders "that it is in their 
best interests to preserve and protect 
their rainforest, in order to harvest 
the Ngali nuts from it." 

While Hull can earn an estimated 
$10,000 dollars for each kilogram of 
nut oil, last year the World Bank put 
per capita income in the Solomons at 
$570. This seems to be yet another 
example of a Cl collaboration that 
supports the rights of private compa- 
nies to cash in on traditional knowl- 
edge and patent lifeforms. The lo- 
cals — pardon the pun— get peanuts. 

Cl's involvement in the Selva 
Lacandona, Chiapas, is also deeply 
disturbing. Through a 1991 debt-for- 
nature swap, Cl bought the right to 
set up a genetic research station in 
the Montes Azules Biosphere reserve. 

It currently is urging the Mexican 
government to evict the indigenous 
communities in Montes Azules, ac- 
cusing them of destroying the 
rainforest. And in the name of envi- 
ronmental protection, Cl is pitting 
indigenous communities against each 
other, raising fears of conflict in an 
area that is already heavily milita- 
rized. 

The giant Mexican agribusiness cor- 
poration, Grupo Pulsar, works closely 
with Cl in Mexico. Between 1996 and 
2000, it donated $10 million to CI- 
Mexico. 

Pulsar's claimed concern for ecology 
and biodiversity does not extend to 
its main activities, which include the 
promotion of monoculture in Chiapas 
and the planned planting more 
than 700,000 acres of non-native eu- 
calyptus trees. 

The Chiapas-based Center of Eco- 
nomic and Political Research for Com- 
munity Action believes that the Pulsar 
Group's donations could more likely be 
a remuneration for Cl bioprospecting 
within the Selva Lacandona. 

Pulsar has the technology, the re- 
sources and the business knowledge 
to know that there are large rewards 
awaiting the "discovery" of medicinal 
properties extracted from the 
Lacandona. Cl "facilitates" the Pulsar 
Group's entrance, and it helps orient 
technicians in the prospecting while 
projecting a conservation fayade to 
the world. 

The World Bank-backed Meso- 
American Biological Corridor project 


is also supported by CI. Many indig- 
enous communities, social movements 
and environmental organizations 
have condemned this project as an 
attempt to greenwash the massive 
Plan Puebla Panama infrastructure 
scheme and as a front for corporate 
biopiracy in the region. 

In many countries, the establish- 
ment of Cl-initiated protected areas 



Cl's President, Russell Mittermeier 


have trampled on indigenous 
peoples' land, social, spiritual, cul- 
tural, political and economic rights, 
without consultation, in deals cut 
with governments and corporations 
in the name of "conservation." The 
Wai Wai and Wapishana in southern 
Guyana recently accused CI of "gross 
disrespect" toward indigenous 
peoples in its move to set up a pro- 
tected area on their territories. 

Given the significant involvement 
of mining, oil and gas corporations in 
Cl's program it is sobering to note 
that many of its "biodiversity 
hotspots" and project operations are 
on or adjacent to sites of oil, gas and 


mineral exploration and extraction — 
Chiapas, Palawan (Philippines), 
Colombia, West Papua, Aceh (Indo- 
nesia) and Papua New Guinea. Indig- 
enous peoples continue to resist the 
corporate assaults on their territories, 
while CI actively champions the 
causes of these multinational corpo- 
rations to be seen as environmentally 
and socially responsible. 

In September 2002, mining giant 
Rio Tinto launched a partnership 
with CI in southeastern Guinea's 
Pic De Fon, giving support for a 
rapid assessment program of the 
rich biodiversity in a forest area 
where Rio Tinto was exploring (it 
has diamond and iron ore opera- 
tions in Guinea). 

Rio Tinto's environmental policy 
adviser Tom Burke sits on the advi- 
sory board for Cl's Center for Envi- 
ronmental Leadership in Business 
(CELB), along with executives from 
International Paper, Starbucks and 
British Petroleum. 

Another CI project is the Energy 
and Biodiversity Initiative (EBI). Con- 
vened by the CELB, participants in- 
clude British Petroleum, Chevron 
Texaco, Fauna & Flora International, 
Shell, Smithsonian Institution, 
Statoil, The Nature Conservancy and 
IUCN — The World Conservation 
Union. Last August, the EBI released a 
report, "Energy and Biodiversity: In- 
tegrating Biodiversity Conservation 
into Oil and Gas Development." 

Given its corporate nature and its 
"partnerships," it is easy to see why 
CI is so uncritical about the impact 
of economic injustice on the envi- 
ronment and biodiversity. Indeed, it 
proposes market "solutions" to ad- 
dress environmental destruction that 
has been caused or exacerbated by 
free market capitalism. 

CI believes that the best way to 
conserve biodiversity is to privatize 
it. Yet those who are paying 
attention to Cl's activities see this 
approach leading to tropical forests 
becoming "corporate-administered 
genetic colonies." 

In the struggles for social and 
ecological justice, and against 
corporate colonialism, it is very clear 
which side Conservation International 
is on. Not ours. 

Aziz Choudry is an activist, researcher 
and writer. He can be reached at 
notoapec@clear.net.nz. 
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Anatomy of a Raw Deal 

Indigenous Mapuche Groups Object to Corporate-Environmental Alliance in Chile 


by Jason Tockman 

"I can't believe that I am witnessing this unfold," ex- 
claimed Leo, the global justice activist to my left. "I always 
wondered how environmental groups could do this, how 
this sort of thing comes to pass." 

The date was October 7, as four of us, two indigenous 
and two not, sat stunned, contemplating the moral preci- 
pice that a handful of professional environmentalists 
from the US and Chile sat perched upon. As we feared, a 
collection of forest campaigners — all living a great dis- 
tance from the Chilean forests in question — were to sign 
their organizations up for an "unprecedented alliance" 
with the two most powerful and ecologically destructive 
Chilean forestry giants, Arauco and Mininco. The move 
was made despite pleas from indigenous Mapuche groups 
to cease negotiations with the companies, both of which 
are primary parties involved in the repression and dis- 
placement of the Mapuche, the largest population of 
native people in Chile. 

"We are environmental, not social advocacy groups," 
was one of the rationales pro- 
vided, despite the fact that 
many of the participant 
groups include advocacy for 
indigenous or forest-based 
communities in their mission 
statements. One of the orga- 
nizations that would sign the 
deal was my own. 

The Mapuche response 
came after much thoughtful 
deliberation: 

"In almost all of Latin 
America, environmental groups 
have presumed to speak about 
the existence of native people. 

Nevertheless, almost always in 
moments of conversations, ne- 
gotiations or agreements un- 
dertaken with companies and 
governments, they leave the 
proposals of the communities 
aside; forgetting about the 
people who face the direct con- 
flicts and the damages that gov- 
ernments and businesses inflict 
on the ecosystems where the 
communities live. In this respect, we have the feeling that the 
process of negotiations that you have assumed with the 
forestry companies is not an exception." 

How did a forest campaign get to such a point? And what 
lessons can ensure that this doesn't happen again? 
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The Chile Native Forest Campaign 

In early 2003, environmentalists from the US, led by 
ForestEthics, journeyed to central and southern Chile to 
garner support for the development of a "Chile Native Forest 
Campaign." The campaign plan followed the market-ori- 
ented strategy that many of us have seen used in campaigns 
like those targeting Home Depot, Staples and Mitsubishi. 

For those unfamiliar with the strategy, market campaigns 
are variants of the time-tested concept of a boycott. The 
current forest market campaigns involve applying various 
forms of pressure— from letters to protests in front of stores — 
to force large, begrudging companies to change their 
policies of wood or paper acquisition, thus netting forest 
protection down the purchasing chain. In many cases, com- 
panies are dragged reluctantly to the table for a "solutions" 
negotiation process, at which environmentalists offer to stop 
tarnishing the corporation's image in exchange for the firm's 
commitment to change its policies and practices. 

With the Chile Native Forest Campaign, initial support 
was secured from Chilean environmentalists and Mapuche 
groups alike. All parties saw the value in exerting market 

pressures in the US, with the 
hope that this would curtail 
the extensive conversion of 
Chilean native forests to exotic 
eucalyptus and pine planta- 
tions. Everyone agreed that the 
proposed strategy could mean 
solid forest protection for the 
biologically diverse temperate 
rainforests of the region. 

Two serious mistakes hap- 
pened during this first trip to 
Chile. A strategic decision was 
made to bring the Chilean en- 
vironmentalists into the cam- 
paign as full partners, while the 
Mapuche groups were relegated 
to a lesser status: Their issues 
would be profiled, but they 
would be denied input into de- 
cision-making. Additionally, 
the blessing of the Mapuche 
s? groups was received without a 
1 full explanation that the pro- 
cess, if successful, would in- 
clude direct negotiations with 
two of the main agents of their 
repression: Arauco and Mininco. These omissions would 
prove to be the undermining of trust and cooperation be- 
tween the environmentalists and indigenous groups in Chile. 

It is important to note that all of the US environmental 
groups involved — ForestEthics, American Lands Alliance, 



Greenpeace, Rainforest Action Network and Natural Re- environmentalists had begun a series of meetings with 
sources Defense Council — appeared to have been com- Arauco and Mininco toward a "win-win" joint agreement, 
fortable with bringing the Mapuche fully to the table However, there would be no win for the Mapuche. Their 
from the start. It was the Chilean environmentalists that position was that "to establish any negotiation with these 
objected. As it was told to me, there is a great deal of companies is to contribute to the washing of their image, 
racism in Chile, and our Chilean partners would never to continue consolidation of the international wood ex- 
have joined the campaign if port markets and to continue 

to ignore the fundamental 
problems that exist in these 
territories." They explained: 

"Our spirit and interest is 
to stop the forestry expansion 
for the protection of the natu- 
ral resources in these areas and 
to transform the current so- 
cial, political and legislative 
relationships that the Mapuche 
communities face with the 
Chilean state. It is fundamen- 
tal to understand that our in- 
terests should not be opposed 
to your interests of environ- 
mental protection, specifically 
forest protection. However, we 
•§. understand that to arrive at this 
I end we must address the fun- 
5. damental problems, not just 
1 address the symptoms of these 
s’ problems, which we believe you 
1 are doing." 

The Mapuche groups in- 
sisted that negotiations with 

nor militarily by the modern these firms be discontinued 

Chilean state. However, decades of government and corpo- until, among other conditions, the repression of their people 
rate pressures have taken Mapuche lands and eroded their stops. They urged the environmental campaigners to refine 
cultural bonds, leading to the dispersal of the people and their strategy, arguing that the path of negotiations with 
their placement in reservations called "reductions." Arauco and Mininco would have disastrous consequences 

Chile, like all of South America, has a history of blood- for Mapuche communities, 
shed and repression of native peoples. Unlike other South The environmental groups responded that the talks had 
American countries, however, Chile has not made strides proceeded too far and that Mapuche demands could not be 
to rectify these conditions and has refused to ratify Con- effectively addressed through this process. While the mar- 
vention 169 of the International Labor Organization, which ket campaign could pressure the companies to alter their 
requires states to consult indigenous peoples on the re- policies, the environmental groups felt that the core of the 
source extraction processes that affect them. Mapuche complaints were aimed at the government and 

Mapuche communities currently face severe hardship as a thus outside the scope of the initiative. In November, 
result of the extensive establishment of tree plantations. They environmentalists signed a joint statement with Arauco and 
have lost much of their land base, as diverse areas previously Mininco and declared victory for Chile's forests, 
used for food and medicine collection have been converted 

into biologically sterile monocultures. The quick-rotation So What Was "Won?" 

plantations drain groundwater supplies, and the pesticides The major commitment made by the forestry compa- 
sprayed by forestry companies contaminate what is left, nies was to neither convert native forests to plantations, 
Mapuche resistance to these incursions has been met with nor to promote such conversion by third parties. Since, 
brutality by the Chilean authorities, acting in tandem with according to all accounts, Arauco and Mininco are no 
the corporations. Their lands have been militarized, and longer engaged in widespread conversion, the more sig- 
hundreds of Mapuche have been politically imprisoned. In nificant element of their commitment is to not promote 
November 2002, Alex Lemun, a 17-year-old Mapuche, was conversion by others. Presumably, this means that the 
shot and killed for protesting on a Mininco plantation. companies will not buy wood from landowners who have 
In August, Mapuche groups learned through the Chilean recently replaced forests with plantations. If the compa- 
press that the Chile Native Forest Campaign had reached nies make good on their word, the gains made by environ- 
a turning point and that market pressures had achieved mentalists in securing these commitments will likely lead 
their intended result in getting the attention of the forest to the protection of thousands of acres of Chilean forest 
industry. Without notifying the Mapuche, Chilean and US continued on next page 
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they had to share the table 
with Mapuche groups. The en- 
vironmentalists generally 
found the demands made by 
the Mapuche groups to be un- 
reasonably expansive, in that 
they extended to the relation- 
ship between the Mapuche 
and the nation of Chile. 

To the Mapuche, it was un- 
reasonable that their proposals 
and interests were disregarded, 
given that much of the land in 
question is rightfully theirs and 
the fact that their people's fate 
was to be directly influenced 
by the outcome of the environ- 
mental effort. 

Struggle of the 
Mapuche 

An indigenous people num- 
bering more than one million, 
the Mapuche were never con- 
quered by Spanish invaders, 
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continued from previous page 
(unfortunately falling far shy of the one million acres the 
"victory" press release implies). 

Of lesser significance, the companies have also agreed to 
identify and map the native forest holdings that they own 
and conduct conservation assessments of their properties. 
The firms have stated that they do not plan to cut any 
native forests, although they have made clear that this 
could change in the future. 

Market campaigners argue that there is another important 
aspect to the commitments made by Arauco and Mininco: 
raising the bar for forest products companies around the 
world. The pledge made by these firms, they believe, repre- 
sents the latest and best in a progression of concessions 
offered by companies involved in the wood and paper 
industries. The logic is that these commitments set a new 
benchmark for companies to reach if they want to avoid 
being targeted by environmen- 
talists. Once a critical mass of 
companies have been forced 
to change their wood purchas- 
ing policies so as to avoid sourc- 
ing from endangered forests, a 


endangered forests also means that we often do not know 
what we have won when we send out the victory press release. 
It remains to be seen whether or not we will be able to leverage 
ambiguous commitments into real forest protection. 

The situation that unfolded in Chile highlights one of 
the inherent limitations of how market campaigns are 
currently organized. I repeatedly heard the mantra that 
"there are things market campaigns can and cannot do," 
the implication being that they cannot effectively be used 
to address indigenous concerns. 

The root of this conflict is that individual market cam- 
paigns can usually only address a single issue at a time, while 
the companies being targeted are typically guilty of a wide 
range of social and environmental abuses. Further, the 
perceived need for environmentalists to win victories could 
preclude the possibility of casting the net of issues too 
widely or from directly addressing fundamental problems 

such as the treatment of indig- 
enous communities. 

That said, if sequences 
of coordinated market cam- 
paigns and local protests 
targeting the forest products 


new industry-wide standard 
will have been achieved. 

The Limits of Market 
Campaigns 

Foremost among the diffi- 
culties involving market-ori- 
ented strategies is whether the 
"wins" from these corporate 
campaigns can be sustained. 

When a company announces 
that it will no longer buy wood 
from endangered forests, the 
real accomplishment comes 
during implementation. It re- 
mains to be seen if environ- 
mentalists have the capacity 
to properly follow-up on and 
essentially enforce the various | 

commitments made in recent 

. „ . „ Hills cleared for the next t 

years. As more wins are ' ' 

chalked up, forest activists will have to re-double efforts to 
ensure that the companies are making good on their word. 
Absent effective monitoring by environmental groups work- 
ing with affected communities, the impressive string of 
market campaign victories will be nothing more than a list 
of hollow announcements. 


industry could be sustained — 
ml particularly in coordination 
with indigenous peoples — 
then it is not impossible to 
imagine such campaigns 
eventually contributing to 
the repositioning of the 
Mapuche vis-a-vis the Chil- 
ean state. 

Forest activists need to 
closely scrutinize market 
campaigns, the process of de- 
^ cision-making, the players 
| involved and the final agree- 
ments that emerge. While le- 
| gitimate victories through this 
|§ ^ campaign strategy are likely, 
| we need to be cautious of mar- 
= ket campaign pitfalls. 

It is not enough for us to 

Hills cleared for the next plantation crop of radiata pine trees express concern about the fate 

of indigenous communities. Our actions must reflect our 
sentiments and involve genuine respect and empowerment 
of native peoples. As the experience in Chile instructs, 
environmental campaigns need to involve indigenous com- 
munities, not as a cause to be championed, but as partners 
in the struggle. For these communities, overcoming centu- 


Arauco and Mininco have said that their "implementa- 
tion procedures will be open with a high degree of 
transparency and public disclosure, including reasonable 
observations by third parties." However, what they deem 
to be "reasonable" and how activists will watchdog these 
firms on the ground is unclear. 

A related problem stems from the use of the phrase "endan- 
gered forests." The bold-sounding term allows companies 
wiggle-room to sign on to a less-than-certain commitment, 
while environmentalists get their foot in the door to influ- 
ence a company's wood purchasing policies. The concept of 


ries of colonialism — which means having autonomy and 
independent decision-making — is often just as important 
as environmental considerations. Environmental groups 
need to be aware of this when engaging indigenous com- 
munities in campaigns and need to make sure that if 
indigenous actors are affected by potential outcomes, then 
they be able to participate in negotiation and decision- 
making processes from the start. 

Jason Tockman recently resigned from the position of interna- 
tional trade director for the A merican Lands A 1 1 iance. He can be 
reached at tockrnan@riseup.net. 
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CELEBRATING VICTORIES 


A Look at the New Citigroup Environmental Policy 


by Dan Firger and Ilyse Hogue 

On January 22, Citigroup — the larg- 
est financial institution in the world — 
announced its "New Environmental 
Initiatives, " after a four-year campaign 
spearheaded by Rainforest Action Net- 
work and supported by the work of 
many thousands around the globe. 

Now we hope to analyze our achieve- 
ments and explore what this "victory" 
means for affected communities, eco- 
systems and for the power of the ecol- 
ogy movement as a whole. 

The Global Finance Campaign chose 
to target the practices of one com- 
pany, Citigroup, because of its visible 
brand name, its leadership role within 
the financial sector and, most impor- 
tantly, its financial connections to 
egregious projects doing irreparable 
damage to the Earth's natural systems. 

The goals of the campaign were multiple: to shine a spot- 
light on an institution and sector that operates in anonym- 
ity and with impunity; to achieve tangible concessions that 
provide relief to ecosystems and communities threatened 
with destruction; and to experiment with a strategy that 
would bridge across movements. 

Some of these goals have undoubtedly been achieved, 
while others, of course, are a continual work in progress. 

Concessionary vs. Transformative Campaigning 

Citigroup has vowed to ban funding for commercial log- 
ging operations in tropical rainforests and to put strict restric- 
tions on investments in ecological "no-go zones," which 
are off-limits to industrial development projects. Citi's new 
guidelines also include commitments that, if implemented 
fully, will require early and informed participation of com- 
munities potentially affected by its investments. Citi will 
preferentially invest in logging operations that are certified 
by the Forest Stewardship Council, and it has committed to 
report the greenhouse gas emissions from its power sector 
projects while simultaneously working to reduce these emis- 
sions and increase investments in clean energy sources. 

While as of yet untested, we have confidence that these 
concessions are real. For the ecosystems and human com- 
munities facing the bulldozer blades, they may mean the 
difference between extinction and survival. Yet, clearly, 
they also fall short of what is needed to transform the 
economy into something that respects the Earth and the 
natural limits of its abundance. 

The most responsible corporate campaigns work to reduce 
the distance between what is "possible" for a company and 
what is necessary for the Earth to survive. In 2000, Citigroup 


refused to acknowledge the fact that 
banks are responsible for the effects of 
their investment decisions. Gaining 
real concessions from a company like 
Citi makes room for deeper transfor- 
mative work. 

The Magic Bullet Trap 

No single corporate campaign can 
ever be all things to all markets. 
| The task of transforming the global 
s economy requires diverse approaches, 
§ multiple campaigns and countless in- 

* dividual acts of resistance. 

-| The urge to find — or claim we've 

* found — a "magic bullet" solution can 
| result in an unwillingness to support 
2 other struggles and approaches. The 
I Global Finance Campaign has pro- 

vided a powerful access point to real 
power-holders in the global economy. 
We view the campaign as one way to 
bring about economic and social change while creating 
space for other ideas and campaigns. We hope that diverse 
campaigns and movements joining together in celebra- 
tion of our varied strategies and tactics will provide unity 
around the shared vision of a radically different and better 
world for all of us. 

Building the Movement 

After four years, what is the legacy of the Citi campaign? 
What new opportunities and alliances have been created? 

For starters, we have demanded and won accountability 
from the previously unaccountable banking sector. We are 
also proud of the relationships we have developed with 
those allies combating predatory lending in America's 
inner cities, with diverse networks of global justice activ- 
ists and with international partners working in Europe and 
the Global South. This coalition will only grow stronger, as 
accountability for one set of stakeholders can help im- 
prove the leverage of others. Perhaps most importantly, 
we've helped to demonstrate the benefits of campaigning 
against not just those drilling oil and felling trees, but 
against those who fund and profit from such activities. 

The Citigroup victory is a milestone in the worldwide 
movement toward the great ecological U-turn. We pledge 
to put pressure on the likes of Bank of America and JP 
Morgan Chase to go even further than the Citi policy on 
global warming, indigenous rights and protection for 
endangered ecosystems. Most importantly, while staving 
off the ecological crisis, we hope to work with others to 
create locally grown solutions and alternatives. 

Dan Firger and Ilyse Hogue work with Rainforest Action 
Network's Global Finance Campaign. 



Citibank protest in San Francisco, California 
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return to the seals 


the largest marine mammal slaughter in the world 



we fry ht for the defenseless against 
the remorseless, weffolfor life against 
those who preach death for proft. we 
fpfht to stop the slaughter and to stem 
the fow of blood upon the ice. we 
seek a victory for gentleness, kindness, 
respect and harmony between 
humankind and sealkind. 


by Captain Paul Watson 

The Sea Shepherd crew and I are off 
the coast of Labrador, surrounded by 
heaving and groaning packs of hard- 
ened sea-ice. It is a cold, harsh, wind- 
scoured and unforgiving place, a place 
no human has any business being. 
From across the surface of the ice, soft 
cries and mewing sounds drift toward 
us. Little, white, furry bundles look up 
at us with large, watery eyes as we pass 
slowly by. This is the nursery of the 
harp and hood seals. 

Only two kinds of people come to 
this frigid, hostile expanse of blue salt 
ice at this time of year: Those who 
pursue the seals to slaughter them, and 
those who pursue the sealers to protect 
the seals. 

My crew and I are on the marine 
conservation ship Farley Mowat. The steel 
hull of our ship has crashed and crushed 
through solid ice packs for a week to 
reach the seals and their killers, and we 
are now amongst them. 

It is late March; the killing has begun. 

I have been to the ice packs often enough 
to know where I will be and what I will be 
doing in March and April when this issue 
of the Journal is being distributed. 

We are in the midst of the largest 
marine mammal slaughter in the world. 
More than 350,000 of these beautiful 
creatures will be destroyed by club and 
rifle or crushed by the merciless steel 
hulls of Canadian Coast Guard icebreak- 
ers, which use Canadian tax dollars to 


make it easier for the sealers to reach 
their victims. 

This is a glorified welfare project. There 
is no commercial profit to be gained from 
this wholesale massacre of seals. The hunt 
is subsidized by a government attempt- 
ing to cover up the incompetence of the 
Canadian Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, as well as the reckless policies 
motivated by greed that led to the infa- 
mous crash of the commercial cod fish- 
ery more than a decade ago. 

The mechanized draggers destroyed 
the cod, and now the Canadian govern- 
ment argues that the only thing that 
will bring back the cod is the extermi- 
nation of the harp seals. Toward this 
end, the Canadian government has or- 
dered a kill of more than one million 
seals between 2003 and 2005, or 350,000 
per year. 

This is a bogus argument. The harp 
seal has never been, nor is it currently, 
an impediment to the survival or recov- 
ery of cod. In fact, the Canadian gov- 
ernment would encourage an increase 
in seal populations if it were to take a 
scientific approach to the problem of 
codfish diminishment. 

This is, of course, of no concern to the 
hired biostitutes in the employ of the 
government of Canada, who tailor their 
science to fit the political agenda. 

History attests to this. In 1537, ac- 
cording to the logbooks of French ex- 
plorer Jacques Cartier, the herds of 
seals were vastly larger than today. It is 
estimated that some 40 million harp, 


hood, grey and harbor seals resided in 
Eastern Canadian coastal and offshore 
waters in the 16th century. While 
today's population of cod is less than 
one percent of the population at that 
time, the current total seal population 
does not exceed three million indi- 
viduals from all four species. 

I have spent a lifetime fighting this 
horrendous annual orgy of blood, gore 
and the destruction of innocence. It 
has been a long, painful odyssey that 
has exposed more abject cruelty than I 
had previously thought humans ca- 
pable of. I have been going to the ice 
since 1976, intervening against sealers 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and off the 
coast of Labrador. 

In 1983, the Sea Shepherd II blockaded 
the harbor outside of St. John's, New- 
foundland, where we prevented the de- 
parture of the main sealing fleet. We 
then escorted three of the killing ships 
out of the ice in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
That year the kill was 76,000 short of 
the quota. 

In 1984, as a result of direct action, the 
European community banned harp seal 
pelts and destroyed the commercial de- 
mand for seal fur. The sealing industry 
was crippled and only recovered in the 
1990s following a government subsidy 
program in Canada. 

And so, more than a quarter of a 
century after my first visit, I stand on 
the bridge of the Farley Mowat. We search 
for the killers with their cruel clubs and 
skinning knives. 
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They kill, we intervene. We are fight- 
ing to end a violent tradition, and tradi- 
tion dies hard. It is a battle between life 
and death, between the rights of nature 
and the sadistic cruelty of humanity. 

I remember back in March 1977, when 
I was standing on the deck of a sealing 
ship. I was a prisoner, arrested the day 
before after being dragged through the 
bone-numbing, frozen sea for 10 min- 
utes and then through a gauntlet of 
kicking, spitting sealers across a gore- 
encrusted, blood-slimed deck. 

I was still in pain, as I stood handcuffed 
to a Mountie on one side of me and a 
Canadian fisheries officer on the other. 

As we waited for a helicopter to land 
and take me to custody on shore, I saw a 
sealer come arrogantly striding up to the 
side of the ship with a struggling baby 
white-coated seal on his shoulder. 

The sealer tossed the innocent crea- 
ture onto the hard ice like a sack of 
potatoes and viciously kicked it in the 
face, causing blood to spatter. He then 
flipped the young thing over and slit it 
from crotch to throat as it kicked and 
screamed piteously. 

I turned to the Mountie and requested 
that the man be charged under the Seal 
Protection Act for cruelty to seals. 

The Mountie answered that he had 
seen nothing. 

I looked at him aghast and replied, 
"You never seem to see anything out 
here when the sealers break the law." 

The Fisheries officer laughed and said 


smugly, "And we never will." 

I resolved that from that day onward, 
if those charged with upholding the law 
had such contempt for the law that they 
would intentionally discriminate on its 
application, then I could no longer have 
much respect for the law. 

Today, it is a criminal offense in Canada 
to photograph or film the killing of a seal. 
Specifically, it is a violation of the Seal 
Protection Act to approach within a nau- 
tical half mile of a seal without permis- 
sion from the government. 

This Spring, Sea Shepherd volunteers 
will be taking pictures and shooting 
film. That in itself is an illegal and sub- 
versive action in Canada. It is not our 
intent to break Canadian law, but it is 
our intent to document cruelty and to 
protect seals. 

This will be the first time since 1998 
that we have brought a ship back into 
the ice packs. It will be a controversial 
campaign. 

As the Farley Mowat crew takes action 
on the ice, the Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
tion Society is urging people to support 
efforts to protect seals by writing letters 
to Canadian newspapers and by joining 
the cyber seal activist email listserve at 
seashepherd@seashepherd.org. 

For more info, visit www.harpseals.org; 
www.seashepherd.org. 

Captain Paul Watson is the founder and 
president of the Sea Shepherd Conserva- 
tion Society and a national director of the 
Sierra Club. 



Bush Slashes "S & M" 

Implemented under the 1994 
Northwest Forest Plan, the survey 
and manage program forced the 
US Forest Service (USFS) and Bu- 
reau of Land Management (BLM) 
to "look before you log." Histori- 
cally, the agencies had been found 
guilty of negligence in survey ar- 
eas before approving manage- 
ment plans and timber sales. 

Yet on January 23, the Bush 
administration released a Final 
Environmental Impact State- 
ment, "settling" years of logging- 
related litigation by eliminating 
the survey and manage program. 

Environmental groups contend 
that the removal of the plan equals 
a death sentence for numerous 
rare species. According to the 
government's Supplemental En- 
vironmental Impact Statement, 
"It has been long-standing policy 
in both the USFS and BLM to 
avoid taking actions that would 
lead to the listing of endangered 
species under the Endangered 
Species Act." 

Tongass Opened to Roads 

On December 23, the US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture announced 
that it would no longer consider 
parts of Alaska's Tongass National 
Forest under the protection of the 
Clinton-era roadless rule. 

The decision stems from the 
settlement of a lawsuit filed in 
2001 by the State of Alaska chal- 
lenging the protections, and it 
opens nearly 10 million acres to 
road building and eventual 
clearcutting. This includes the 
Tongass' 300,000 remaining acres 
of old-growth rainforest. 

The Tongass is the largest, in- 
tact coastal temperate rainforest 
in the world and contains rich 
spawning ground for all five spe- 
cies of Pacific salmon. Of the 58 
million acres originally protected 
under the roadless rule, more than 
15 percent were in the Tongass. 
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Stop US Bombing of Mauna Kea 

America Pissing; Pele Off 


by Bravo Zulu & Irregular Unit 005 

We were standing beneath the wild 
trees of Heaven, listening for the 
rarest birds on Earth. The drone of 
another black helicopter approached, 
a mechanical demon spewing dust. 
We patiently waited for it to pass 
before the endangered 
bird's call was replayed 
on tape, with the hope 
of attracting one of the 
last of the palila, the 
largest surviving Hawai- 
ian honeycreeper. 

On the slopes of 
Mauna Kea, in the last 
patches of dryland forest, the most 
endangered tropical birds in the US 
are facing extinction behind the 
barbed wire of the military's largest 
facility in Hawai'i — the 108,793-acre 
Pohakuloa Training Area. Because this 
military range contains at least 30 
endangered species, more than any 
other military base in the US, it is 
mandated to contract with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service to monitor 
and "protect" these species. Hence, 
our Strangelovian "endangered bird 
survey" ritual within a bombing range, 
searching for palila, 'elepaio and pueo, 
the short-eared owl. 

Consider the area we are talking 
about: the entire valley between the 
most massive volcanoes on the planet 
and adjacent to the highest and most 
sacred Polynesian temple in the Pa- 
cific. Mauna Kea (the white moun- 
tain), also known as Mauna a Wakea 
(mountain of the sky god), is syn- 
onymous in Hawaiian culture with 
Heaven. An ancient proverb testi- 
fies: “Mauna a Wakea, kuahiwi ku 
ha'o i ka malie" or "Mauna Kea, the 
astonishing mountain that stands in 
the calm." 

Since the 1950s, the calm has been 
brutally broken by US military bomb- 
ing exercises in the vast volcanic val- 
ley, land that traditionally belonged 
to the native Hawaiians, the Maoli. 
The island has been perversely leased 
by the new state of Hawai'i to the US 


military for 65 years, for the sum of 
one dollar. Yet no one on the US 
mainland seems to know that this 
military range exists. A surfer girl loses 
her arm to a shark and it's all over the 
US media, but B-52s bomb Mauna Kea 
to celebrate the Bush inauguration and 
not one peep from Americans! 


Hawai'i: US Military Colony 

From the coordinated "overthrow" 
of a sovereign nation with which the 
US had international treaties and the 
subsequent seizing of Pearl Harbor by 
the US military, the Hawaiian King- 
dom and the Maoli people have suf- 
fered the same fate as all of the other 
First Nations occupied by US territo- 
rial expansion: exploitation, cultural 
genocide and marginalization. It is 
no coincidence that many of the 
bombing areas and military ranges 
that the US has desecrated and poi- 
soned are located in some of the most 
sacred Hawaiian cultural sites, like 


the devastated island of Kaho'olawe, 
the sacred guidepost. 

The brutalized Hawaiian nation to- 
day is in the process of reformation 
and recognition, yet it continues to 
suffer cultural marginalization. How 
many Americans realize that native 
Hawaiians have yet to be recognized 
as other native nations 
are, due to the illegal 
"overthrow" of their sov- 
ereign kingdom and a 
century of cover-ups of 
the crime? While the pil- 
lage has taken place, the 
bulldozing of the Aloha 
spirit and the exploita- 
tion and theft of Hawaiian culture, 
America has looked the other way. 

Environmental Crimes 
Disguised as "Readiness" 

Since World War II, the US military 
has seized vast areas of Hawai'i. During 
much of this time, Hawai'i Senator 
Daniel Inouye has both deflected criti- 
cism and enabled expansion of military 
activity, using patriotism and economic 
leverage to allow the military to get 
away with anything it pleases with little 
oversight. Today, the true cost of mili- 
tary colonialism is beginning to 
emerge — in the form of an entire island, 



US soldiers use the Pohakuloa valley for target practice 


]^Aauv\a Kea, the wkite mountain of tke 
sky god, is synonymous in -Hawaiian 
culture witk Heaven. 
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Pueo, the short-eared owl 


in Hawai'i as well. The dust that 
Pohakuloa generates will interrupt the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's observatory that 
measures global warming and solar 
radiation just above the barbed wire 
on Mauna Loa, and it will cloud the 
"seeing" from the astronomical obser- 
vatories on the summit of Mauna Kea. 
The entire reason these observatories 
were placed in this remote location 
was to avoid such activities taking 
place on the rest of the planet. 

Magical Implications for Gaia 

Stepping into our wizard's cloaks for a 
moment, from a planetary perspective, 
this offensive abuse of Gaia's ocean-fire 
power in pursuit of global warfare ap- 
pears to be endangering the entire 
human race. Immediately following 


Kaho'olawe, filled with 
unexploded ordnance, 
which taxpayers have al- 
ready shelled out nearly 
a half billion dollars to 
clean up, and a critical 
watershed, the Makua 
Valley, where rusting 
barrels of napalm have 
been unearthed. 

The "impact zone" in the 
middle of the Pohakuloa 
Training Area is some 5 1 ,000 
acres, larger than Washing- 
ton, DC. No plans have been 
announced to ever clean up 
this volcanic valley — in fact, 
it continues to be a reposi- 



e endangered palua 


tory for unexploded munitions, which 
may or may not contain radioactive 
material such as depleted uranium. 

Inouye and Senator Daniel Akaka 
recently pushed a plan through Con- 
gress to expand a Stryker (armored 
carrier) Brigade here. This includes the 
acquisition of 23,000 additional acres 
for maneuvers adjacent to Pohakuloa. 
Reading the fine print shows that the 
senators' intent is to expand the air- 
strip at Pohakuloa to accommodate an 
increase in military jets, to divert the 
Saddle Road directly into endangered 
bird habitat and to secure the Kawaihae 
Harbor in Kona as a smaller version of 
Pearl Harbor. 

These changes will result not only in 
negative impacts for the endangered 
species that inhabit the area, but also 
for the most critical scientific studies 


Tkis offensive abuse ofC\a\a s ocean- 
fire power in perpetuation of global 
warfare appears to be endangering 
tke entire kuman race. 


one of the bombings at 
Pohakuloa, Gaia tossed up 
massive waves against the 
Hawaiian coast, washing 
away houses and flooding 
towns. The Maoli place great 
stake in the respect of el- 
emental gods, particularly 
Poli'ahu, the snow goddess 
of Mauna Kea, and Wakea, the sky god 
for which the mountain is named. 

Who will put the brakes on this 
military culture and its insane expan- 
sion? Obviously, not the establish- 
ment in Washington, DC. Apparently, 
not the hypnotized, mass-marketed 
American people, who have no clue 
about what goes on outside their bor- 
ders in the continental US. The crisis 
in Hawai'i and on Mauna Kea truly has 
become an epic struggle for survival, 
for those creatures on the edge of ex- 
tinction and for the local Earth-based 
cultures being exploited and overrun. 

For more information, visit 
www.metamagic.org/pohakuloa. 

Bravo Zulu is a veteran treesitter, agit- 
prop producer and member of the ultra- 
secret alien-mutant hybrid corps Irregular 
Unit 005 (www.mutanex.com). 




Courts Halt Sales 

On January 1 1, a federal judge 
issued a decision in support of 
environmental groups that or- 
dered the US Forest Service to 
stop logging the Burnt Ridge Tim- 
ber Sale in California's Sequoia 
National Forest. The judge cited 
the threat posed to the Califor- 
nia spotted owl and the Pacific 
fisher. Logging had been autho- 
rized in a designated old-growth 
zone under the auspices of fire 
prevention, yet the timber sale 
called only for the cutting of 
large trees, thus resulting in more 
flammable conditions. 

On the same day, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals halted 
the 1,700-acre Star Fire Timber 
Sale in the Eldorado National For- 
est, also in the Sierra Nevada, 
after the Center for Biological 
Diversity provided the court with 
evidence that California spotted 
owls still inhabit the burn area. 

Goshawk Wins Protection 

On November 18, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in 
favor of the plaintiffs in a lawsuit 
filed by the Center for Biological 
Diversity (CBD) and the Sierra 
Club, thereby discarding a US 
Forest Service (USFS) plan to log 
eight million acres of critical 
Northern goshawk habitat in Ari- 
zona and New Mexico. 

Then on January 18, the USFS 
rejected five petitions submitted 
by timber interests to remove pro- 
tection for old-growth forests on 
30 million acres, which included 
habitat for the Northern goshawk. 
The petitions violated forest pro- 
tection guidelines developed by 
the USFS in response to more than 
a decade of efforts by CBD to 
secure protection for the goshawk 
as an endangered species. 

The Northern goshawk hunts 
in the deep forest, and as such it 
requires a mature, dense canopy 
to survive. 
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Bush’s Plan to Nuclearize 
and Militarize Outer Space 


by Karl Grossman 

On January 14, President George W. 
Bush announced plans to "build new 
ships to carry man forward into the 
universe, to gain a new foothold on 
the moon" and from the moon go on 
to Mars. "It's time for America to take 
the next step," he said at the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) headquarters. 

Last year, two days after the Co- 
lumbia shuttle disaster, NASA pre- 
sented its three billion dollar Project 
Prometheus budget to 
Congress. NASA Admin- 
istrator Sean O'Keefe 
declared, "We're talking 
about doing something 
on a very aggressive 
schedule to develop the 
capabilities for nuclear 
propulsion and power 
generation." 

Those challenging 
Project Prometheus see a link with 
the Bush space plan — and so do engi- 
neers working on the project. 

Considering the fairly rapid time 
frame Bush has outlined to develop 
new spacecraft for the mission, 
"Nuclear power makes sense," says 
Kathy McCarthy, director of nuclear 
science and engineering at the US De- 
partment of Energy's Idaho National 
Engineering and Environmental Labo- 
ratory, where much of the nuclear 
rocket work under Project Prometheus 
is being done. 

The notion of nuclear-propelled 
spacecraft is not new for NASA. In the 
1950s and '60s, billions of dollars were 
spent by NASA and the US Atomic 
Energy Commission, the predecessor 
to the Department of Energy, on a 
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series of projects finally canceled in 
1972 because of the problem of an 
atomic rocket falling back to Earth 
and spreading radioactive debris. If 
Columbia had been a nuclear space- 
craft, cancer-causing nuclear debris 
would have been spread over Texas 
and Louisiana. 

"Only nuclear can work in space," 
maintains Dr. Robert Zubrin, presi- 
dent of the Mars Society, a group 
lobbying the government for going 
to Mars. "By restarting the languish- 
ing space nuclear power program, 
NASA and the Bush administration 


are making a critical contribution to 
science and the human future." 

NASA stresses that nuclear-propelled 
rockets would shorten voyages in 
space. "Project Prometheus will de- 
velop the means to efficiently increase 
power for spacecraft, thereby funda- 
mentally increasing our capability for 
solar system exploration," says NASA. 

Opponents of using nuclear power in 
space warn of serious accidents from 
Project Prometheus. And it's not a mat- 
ter of the sky falling — accidents have 
already happened in the use of nuclear 
power in space. In 1964, there was an 
accident in which a SNAP-9A, pluto- 
nium-powered US satellite fell back to 
Earth, disintegrating and spreading plu- 
tonium over every continent at every 
latitude. Dr. John Gofman, professor 


emeritus of medical physics at the Uni- 
versity of Califomia-Berkeley, has long 
linked the SNAP-9A accident to an in- 
creased level of lung cancer. 

Warning of a "Chernobyl in the 
sky," Dr. Michio Kaku, professor of 
nuclear physics at the City University 
of New York, points to alternatives to 
atomic power in space — among them 
solar power and long-lived fuel cells. 
"Some of these alternatives may delay 
the space program a bit. But the plan- 
ets are not going to go away." Indeed, 
as a result of the SNAP-9A accident, 
NASA intensified its work on solar 
energy systems, and its sat- 
ellites are now powered 
by solar energy, as is the 
International Space Sta- 
tion. NASA has a division 
working on the additional 
uses of space solar power. 

There is no "edge" or 
limit to solar power, says 
Dr. Geoffrey A. Landis, sci- 
entist at NASA's Photovoltaic and 
Space Environment Branch in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. "In the long term, solar 
arrays won't have to rely on the sun. 
We're investigating the concept of 
using lasers to beam photons to solar 
arrays. If you make a powerful enough 
laser and can aim the beam, there 
really isn't any edge of sunshine." 

Still, there is a more powerful push 
for space nuclear power being driven 
by the Department of Energy and its 
national nuclear laboratories, the 
manufacturers of nuclear space sys- 
tems led by Lockheed Martin and 
Boeing and dominant pro-nuclear 
forces within NASA. 

Space nuclear power also has boost- 
ers among the military, which has been 
considering space-based weapons — 


Space is viewed today as open territory 
to be seized for eventual corporate profit 
and for US military control. 



devices that need substantial amounts 
of power. Additionally, the military 
has been interested in nuclear-pow- 
ered rockets. In the late 1980s, an ear- 
lier series of nuclear rocket projects was 
first revived with Project Timberwind, 
a program to build atomic rockets to 
loft heavy Star Wars equipment and 
also for trips to Mars. 

This kind of "dual use" now runs 
through all NASA operations, says Bruce 
Gagnon, coordinator of the Global 
Network Against Weapons and Nuclear 
Power in Space. "Right after Bush swore 
the new NASA chief into office, O'Keefe 
told the nation that from now on every 
mission would be dual use. By that he 
meant that every mission would carry 
military and civilian payloads at the 


same time. This is further evidence that 
the space program has been taken over 
by the Pentagon." 

"Space is viewed today, " says Gagnon, 
"as open territory to be seized for even- 
tual corporate profit" and for US mili- 
tary control. 

Gagnon speaks of proposals to "mine 
the sky" — to extract minerals from ce- 
lestial bodies, with the moon consid- 
ered a prime source for rare Helium-3. 
This elemental substance would be 
brought back to Earth to fuel suppos- 
edly cleaner fusion-power reactors. 
Gagnon says that the US military wants 
to establish bases in space, including 
on the moon, to protect these opera- 
tions and to control the "shipping lanes 
of the future." 

"The Bush space plan will be 
enormously expensive, danger- 
ous and will create unnecessary 
conflict as it expands nuclear 
power and weapons into space, " 
notes Gagnon, "all disguised as 
the noble effort to hunt for the 
'origins of life'." 

For more information, contact 
the Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power in 
Space, POB 652, Brunswick, 
ME 04011; (207) 7 29-0517; 
globalnet@mindspring.com; 
www.space4peace.org. 

Karl Grossman, professor of jour- 
nalism at the State University of 
New York/College at Old Westbury, 
| is the author ojfThe Wrong Stuff: 
I The Space Program's Nuclear 
| Threat to Our Planet and writer 
I and narrator of theNukes in Space 
| television series available from 
§ EnviroVideo at (800) ECO-TV46. 



Resisting Empire: 

Understanding the Role of Space in US Global Domination 
April 23-25 • Portland, Maine 


The Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space is 
hosting its 12th annual conference this year in Portland, Maine, near the 
home of Bath Ironworks (BIW), where the Aegis Destroyer is built. The Aegis 
is outfitted with interceptor missiles as part of the Theatre Missile Defense 
system that will be "forward deployed" in the Middle East and used to 
surround China. Representatives from peace groups worldwide will be in 
attendance at the conference to share their work to stop Star Wars. Included 
in the events will be a protest at BIW and a keynote address by Dr. Helen 
Caldicott. For more information, visit www.space4peace.org. 


Ravensford Swap Ordered 

On November 10, President 
Bush signed the Department of 
the Interior appropriations bill into 
law. This included an order for the 
National Park Service to trade the 
143-acre "Ravensford" tract of the 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park in exchange for 218 acres 
that was adjacent to the park and 
owned by the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians (EBCI). 

The provision was inserted into 
the legislation by Representative 
Charles Taylor (R-NC), author of 
the 1995 Salvage Rider. 

The EBCI has sought Ravensford 
since 1971, and it plans to use the 
area to create an educational com- 
plex. Though the land exchange 
was opposed by many environ- 
mentalists, Katuah EF! considered 
it a fair trade and opposed a fight 
that would only divide natural 
allies (see EF!] September-Octo- 
ber 2003). 

Protesters Cash In 

US District Judge Marsha 
Pechman ruled on December 29 
that police made illegal arrests 
during the World Trade Organi- 
zation Ministerial Summit in 
November 1999. Pechman's rul- 
ing stated that 157 arrests made 
on December 1 lacked proper 
documentation. The police had 
formerly argued that the protest- 
ers were inside a no-protest zone, 
which was incorrect. 

In her ruling, Pechman cited 
"atrocious" record keeping by 
police, including the use of pho- 
tocopied arrest warrants. 

Onjanuary 19, the day before a 
hearing was set to determine if 
the City of Seattle was liable for 
damages, a settlement of $250,000 
was awarded to the protesters. 

Meanwhile, a case addressing 
the constitutionality of the no- 
protest zone tactic is still waiting 
to be heard by the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 
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A Stab in the Dark 



by #1 Fan 


On November 12, Harjit Gill was 
charged with lying to a grand jury 
investigating the March 2003 Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) firebomb threat 
at a McDonald's in Chico, California. 
Gill was arrested, held overnight and 
charged with one count of giving false 
testimony to a grand jury and two 
counts of lying to a federal officer. 
Each carries a possible five-year sen- 
tence. As a vegan and an anti-war 
activist, Gill said that while he agrees 
philosophically with the ALF, he has 
no knowledge of any crimes commit- 
ted in its name. 

On January 12, three self-identi- 
fied Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
activists — Adam Blackwell, Aaron 
Linas and John Wade — pled guilty to 
charges of conspiracy to destroy by 


The Feds’ Frantic Search for tin* ELF and ALF 


fire vehicles and property used in 
interstate commerce. These charges 
stemmed from actions that caused 
more than $200,000 in damages 
near Richmond, Virginia, in 2002. 
Some of their actions involved the 
destruction of SUVs, damage to a 
crane at a mall construction site and 
the monkeywrenching of electrical 
systems and doors on a new housing 
development. 

Sentencing for the three will occur 
in April, although they have already 
agreed to pay restitution of $200,000 
as part of a plea agreement. Blackwell, 
Linas and Wade could each face up 
to five years in prison for their in- 
volvement in the actions. It is un- 
clear as to how these activists were 
tracked down, though it has been 
speculated that law enforcement in- 
timidated their community into giv- 
ing over the names of those involved. 

An outspoken animal rights activist, 
Allison Lance Watson, was arrested on 
January 15 during a grand jury inves- 
tigation. Watson was accused of lying 


to the panel about her potential links 
to ELF and ALF actions. This particular 
grand jury is investigating the May 6, 
2000, arson at Holbrook, Inc. timber 
company in Olympia, Washington, 
and the rescue of 228 chickens from 
Dai-Zen Egg Farm in nearby Burlington 
the following day. If convicted, she 
could face as many as five years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine. 

At the grand jury proceedings, FBI 
agent Fernando Gutierrez testified 
that at 8:30 a.m. on May 7, 2000, 
about six hours after the fire, a rental 
truck pulled into a convenience store 
12 miles south of Olympia, and, ac- 
cording to employees, the occupants 
dumped plastic bags into a trash 
bin. A sheriff's deputy found five 
bags containing "three sets of dark 
clothes, two black ski masks, three 
pairs of gloves, a wrapper from a pair 
of bolt cutters and a wrapper of wire 
ties," according to the FBI's state- 
ment. The clothes were wet and cov- 
ered with grass. 

According to the FBI, images on the 




Symbolic Buffalo Rally Against Slaughter 

More than 30 buffalo supporters rallied at a January 22 
meeting of the Greater Yellowstone Interagency Brucello- 
sis Committee (GYIBC) in Bozeman, Montana. After they 
marched down Main Street, the activists hung a banner 
from the roof of a nearby hotel. The banner, which 
featured pictures of buffalo and elk, read: "GYIBC: What 
Brucellosis Risk? Kill the Myth, Not the Wildlife." The 
protesters, many wearing buffalo masks, then entered the 
meeting to speak out against the ongoing bison harass- 
ment and slaughter near Yellowstone National Park. 

While ranchers and the government claim that bison can 
infect cattle with brucellosis, the Buffalo Field Campaign 
points out that no cases of bison-cattle transmission have 
ever been recorded. 

Activists Damage Thousands of Traps 

According to Britain's Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, activists have done nearly $720,000 
worth of damage to badger traps in the last five years. The 
British government has killed 5,600 badgers — a protected 


species — as part of a study to determine what role the 
animals play in transmitting bovine tuberculosis. Of 
15,600 traps placed since the study began in 1998, more 
than half had to be repaired or replaced. While farmers 
have claimed that badgers spread bovine tuberculosis, 
animal rights activists maintain that poor animal hus- 
bandry techniques are to blame. 

Burger King Drive-thru Hacked 

Unknown pranksters hacked into the wireless fre- 
quency of a Burger King drive-thru in Troy, Michigan, 
during the second week of January. Among other things, 
the hackers told customers, "You don't need a couple of 
Whoppers. Pull ahead!" and "We don't have Coke. We 
don't have anything. Pull ahead!" 

Police were unable to locate the hackers, who they 
believed were broadcasting from a nearby location. As a 
result, local police called in the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, which has the necessary radio direc- 
tion-finding equipment. Hacking into a drive-thru is a 
federal crime. 
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store's surveillance cameras showed that two people in 
the truck were Gina Lynn and Joshua Trentor, who "have 
lengthy histories of involvement in animal rights activ- 
ism, including having participated in animal releases, 
and, in Trentor's case, being arrested in connection with 
ALF-claimed vandalism." The videotapes also showed the 
truck had the same license plate as one that Watson and 
her husband, Captain Paul Watson, had rented to haul 
equipment between the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society's offices in southern California and Friday Har- 
bor, north of Seattle. 

Watson refused to answer questions before a previous 
grand jury in August, invoking her Fifth Amendment 
right against self-incrimination. On October 23, she was 
summoned again, given immunity from prosecution 
and ordered to testify or face contempt of court charges. 
Watson then described Lynn as a friend with whom she 
spoke regularly and denied lending the rental truck to 
anyone. She said that she had always kept the vehicle in 
her possession and maintained that Lynn had never 
been in the truck. 

The ELF Press Office is available to support activists in the 
underground (whether ELF or not) to get information out 
to the media and supporters, as well as to assist with 
gathering funds for legal defense. Donations are currently 
being accepted to support the press office and to go toward 
the legal fund of the three arrested in Virginia. 

Contributions in the form of checks or international 
money orders (money orders preferred) can be made out 
to the ELF Press Office and mailed to Press Office, POB 
21554, 1424 Commercial Dr, Vancouver, BC V5L 5G2, 
Canada. Please indicate if the money is for the legal 
support of those arrested in Virginia. For more info., visit 
www.earthliberationfront.com; www.animalliberation.net. 


SUV Owners Demand Action! 


On January 15, the Sport Utility Vehicle 
Owners of America (SUVOA) called on At- 
torney General John Ashcroft and Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security Secretary Tom 
Ridge to step up federal law enforcement 
action against the Earth Liberation Front. 

According to Ron Del-ore, SUVOA's com- 
munications director, "President Bush has 
told the nation that we have the terrorists on 
the run. Unfortunately, within our borders a 
roving band of ecoterrorists is indeed on the 
run — to the next SUV dealership or owner 
that they have targeted for devastation." 

SUVOA encouraged SUV owners to not let 
these "cowardly" acts shake their confidence 
in their choice of vehicles, "which areamong 
the safest available, in addition to providing 
exceptional versatility." 

DeFore stated, "SUVOA was formed in 1999 
to give voice to the 24 million SUV owners 
whose rights are being trampled by special 
interest and activist groups, as well as to 
provide consumers with practical informa- 
tion about their SUVs.” 


Fur Dyed, Foxes Live 

Activists in Korsholm, Finland, raided a fox farm and 
dyed all 500 animals with henna, a permanent, plant- 
based dye. The raiders also took the animals' breeding 
cards. Finland is the world's largest "producer" of fox fur, 
slaughtering two million animals annually. 

In an anonymous communique released December 5, 
the raiders report: "There were no alarms, no fence and 
even the doors to the sheds were not locked. No houses 
were nearby. There are many farms like this. Make your 
own conclusions." 

Sarayacu Blockade Against Oil Exploration 

The indigenous community of Sarayacu, in the Ecua- 
dorian Amazon, declared a state of emergency on Janu- 
ary 25 in response to the government's decision to allow 
Compafila General de Combustibles (CGC) to continue 
oil exploration in the tribe's traditional territory (see EF!J 
March-April 2003). According to Mario Santi, president 
of the Sarayacu, "2,000 inhabitants will mobilize along 
the boundary where CGC last carried out studies." The 
ensuing "Peace and Life" encampments will be self- 
sustaining and remain in place until plans for oil activi- 
ties are abandoned. Santi also denounced a military 
encampment set up to protect the oil company. 


On December 4, thousands of people marched against 
oil and repression in the Amazonian town of Puyo. On 
their way to the march, several Sarayacu were assaulted 
by CGC workers, while government officials stood idly 
by in violation of the orders of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

Naughty Breeder Gets Pre-Christmas Visit 

British activists visited the home of guinea pig breeder 
John Hall's daughter, Sally Ann, just before Christmas. 
Under cover of night, the activists located the under- 
ground water shut-off valve to Sally Ann's house and 
turned it off. They then filled the cavity with quick-dry 
cement to "ensure her Christmas would be dry and that 
she will never wash that blood from her wizened hands!" 

David Hall and Partners breeds guinea pigs for use in 
laboratory experiments. Tens of thousands of animals 
are imprisoned under squalid condition in Hall's sheds 
at any one time. As a result, a widespread campaign to 
shut the business down has targeted the Hall family and 
anyone they do business with. 

Results have included employees leaving, companies 
refusing to do business with the family, John Hall quit- 
ting his private golf club and even pubs banning the 
family from their premises. 
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A triumphantly howling, all-my-relations wolf to Stop 
Primate Experiments at Cambridge (SPEAC) and the 
animal liberation movement for derailing Cambridge 
University's plans to build Europe's largest primate vivisec- 
tion laboratory. If built, the British lab would have per- 
formed torturous experiments on the brains of primates. 
SPEAC's campaign was just beginning to build up steam 
when Cambridge University announced the project's can- 
cellation on January 
27. One university 
spokesman cited se- 
curity costs as a major 
reason, saying, "We 
can't afford to build and 
run Fort Knox." 

Brian Cass, managing 
director of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS), claimed that 
canceling the primate lab sends 
the wrong message. "We in the 
research community have been 
assured of personal support 
from the government, but this 
decision is saying that violence 
and illegal protest 
works." Hopefully, 

Cass will soon lose 
his job, as Stop 
Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty brings HLS 
crashing to its knees. 

A fangs-bared wolf scattering scavengers from its kill 
to Defenders of the Black Hills and its allies, who in mid- 
January successfully defeated a plan to build a firing range 
near Bear Butte, South Dakota. Bear Butte is sacred land to 
the Lakota and other Plains nations, yet private industry 
had been planning to construct a range where 10,000 
gunshots would be fired daily — heedless of the impact on 
traditional ceremonies or local wildlife. 

Defenders of the Black Hills and seven tribes sued the 
developers and the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). This led HUD investigators to un- 
cover deception on the part of South Dakota officials and 
withdraw federal funding for the project, causing the 
plans to fall apart. 

A born-to-be-wild wolf to Apache, the 
19-month-old Mexican gray wolf who es- 
caped from the Binder Park Zoo in Battle 
Creek, Michigan, on January 3. Apache 
and two fellow prisoners dug out from 
under their enclosure and proceeded to 
scale the nine-foot perimeter wall, leaping 
over the barbed wire at the top. While the 
other two wolves were quickly recaptured, 

Apache has evaded discovery. 

In response, the zoo set up a telephone hotline 
and brought in expert wolf trackers who have searched the 
area, set traps, played simulated wolf howls and encour- 
aged real ones. The Michigan State Police have used a 
search helicopter, complete with thermal-imaging, still 
without a trace of Apache. Trackers have found evidence 
that he remains in the Battle Creek area, subsisting on deer. 
Page 24 Earth First! Eostar 2004 


After being hunted to the brink of extinction, the last five 
known Mexican gray wolves were captured in the late '70s. 
A captive breeding program continues today, and though 
some wolves have been reintroduced into Arizona and 
New Mexico, they remain endangered. 

A blood-drenched poodle suffocating on its own vomit 
to former terrorist-in-chief George H.W. Bush, keynote 
speaker at the 32nd annual Hunter's Convention, held by 
Safari Club International (SCI) January 21-24. SCI claims 
to be a hunting and conservation organization, but in 
actuality it promotes the killing of rare and endan- 
gered animals for pleasure. In his address to SCI, 
Bush said, "Outside our family, the thing I enjoy 
the most is being outdoors or taking in the 
majesty and wonder of the creator's work." A 
secret, thought-bubble cam recorded him men- 
tally adding: "And blowing the hell out of it!" 

A sedentary, classist, asthmatic poodle to 
the City of Shanghai, China, which banned 
bicycles from its major streets at the end of 
2003 . " Bicycles put great pressure on the city's 
troubled traffic situation,” said police official 
Chen Yuangao, seemingly unaware that forc- 
ing people into automobiles as public transport 


Wolves and Poodles 



the 



becomes even more over- 
crowded is unlikely to solve 
Shanghai's congestion or 
pollution problems. 

Formerly promoted by 
Communist Party as a cheap, egalitar- 
ian vehicle for the working class, bicycles 
are the most common form of transport in China. Shang- 
hai, with a population of 20 million, has nine million 
bicycles. But as the number of private automobiles in- 
creases — doubling in Shanghai in 2002 — bicycles 
are now regarded as interfering with the lives of 
the affluent. 

A psycho-somatically hyperventilating 
poodle firing a shotgun in the dark to China's 
.. Guangdong Province, which in the second 
week of January slaughtered every masked 
palm civet it could find in a misguided 
attempt to prevent a SARS outbreak. A 
variant of SARS — a respiratory disease 
with an 11 percent fatality rate, killing 
mainly the sick and elderly — was recently 
discovered in the animals. Masked palm 
civets are mongoose-like wild animals con- 
sumed as a delicacy in China. 

The World Health Organization maintains that no 
clear evidence implicates them as the source of the 
human disease, but more than 10,000 civets were never- 
theless rounded up and slaughtered. Officials rejected 
the idea of releasing the animals, which were not tested 
for SARS before being killed. 



Reframing the Forest Movement 


to end forest destruction 


by Karen Coulter 

ARTWORK BY ASANTE RlVERWIND 

Part I: A Summarized Early History of 
US Forest Destruction 

To become more effective in protecting forest eco- 
systems* it helps to know what forces caused today’s 
devastation and our powerlessness. As George Orwell 
wrote in 1984 , “Who controls the past controls the 
future; who controls the present controls the past.” 

Who controls the past — and thereby the present and 
future — now and why? How can we regain control of 
the past? Knowing the past is essential for deriving 
implications for the present and future. This will be a 
whirlwind tour of that history, meant to raise some good 
questions for moving out of current forest activism ruts. 

As early as 1673, the sugar industry and slavery in the West 
Indies were fueled by imported wood from New England’s 
forests. Instead of allowing wood scarcity to end the sugar 
business in places like Barbados, plantation owners relied on 
wood imported from North America to construct and repair 
sugar works, make staves for casks in which sugar was stored 
and exported and to build houses. Already, the unsustainable 
drain of global corporatization on the world’s forests was 
underway. Between 1771 and 1773, the British West Indies 
received 77 million feet of board and timber, 60 million 
shingles and 38 million staves from North American forests — 
the equivalent of more than 240,000 trees. 

Colonial traders bartered timber for thousands of gallons of 
molasses, which was distilled into rum in Boston then ex- 
changed for pelts from Native Americans. While the colonists 
made a lot of money off the trade of furs in England for 
manufactured goods to sell at home, the rum killed more 
native people than all wars and diseases. 

European liquidation of forests in Madeira, Portugal and 
Spain resulted in additional exploitation of New England’s 
forests. By the late 1600s, Madeira’s great cedars and other 
large trees had been replaced by grape vineyards and the island 
relied on New England to supply staves for its wine casks. 

Reckless over-use of the forests was fostered by the setders 
being urbanites long since removed from the once expansive 
native forests of Europe. To the Puritans, both the forests and 
the native people were part of the “hideous wilderness.” “The 
forest was a ‘dismal thicket’ considered separate from God, 
where Christians might lose their way both literally and 
spiritually, falling back into pagan heresies.” Natural noises 
like “the wolves’ hideous howlings,” an early colonist attested, 
“made night terrible to the settlers.” “The pilgrims’ first foray 
into the primeval forest illustrates their awkwardness in the 



New 
World. A 

group of curious Native Americans, watching as the May- 
flower came into view, fled into the woods when the pilgrims 
disembarked. The settlers pursued them. Once inside the 
forests, the Englishmen stumbled and fell over boughs and 
branches, tearing their clothes to pieces.” The change from 
the wilderness of an uncut forest to the human order of towns, 
farms and woodlots was seen as wholly positive. 

The first mill to saw timber in New England was said to be 
erected in the 1630s. “By 1665, more than 20 sawmills were 
cutting wood on the Piscataqua River, which empties into 
what is now southern New Hampshire... 40 years later the 
surveyor of the woods for North America reported no fewer 
than 70 sawmills on the same river.” North American lumber- 
men could earn with one cargo of timber originally valued at 
300 pounds (sterling) five times the original investment — 
about 1 ,600 pounds, twice the average yearly income of the 
10,000 richest Englishmen. 

Wildlife were casually sacrificed as their habitat was leveled. 
“So numerous were the bears that one early naturalist claimed 
to have encountered as many as 40 walking together during 
rutting time.” “Immediately after setting up the ubiquitous log 
cabin, almost everyone built an accompanying sawmill. Fron- 
tier people chiefly supported themselves by selling planks and 
staves destined for the international market. Each mill de- 
stroyed about 14 pines a day. With sawmills being built on 
almost every river and brook, the surveyor of woods in New 
England predicted in 1719 that the influx of settlers ‘will very 
soon destroy all the pines in the province’.” The native people 
came to the same conclusion. Loran, a native leader, wanted 
colonists who had settled in the interior to be relocated to the 
coast because “we remember the place . . . was filled with great . . . 





trees.” “If the settlers were not out in three weeks, Loran King Charles and King James asserted direct control over the 
warned, they would face the ‘loss of their cattle, the destruction woods of New England to restrain the colonists from cutting 
of their dwellings and the sacrifice of their lives’.” The native down all the big white pine by making all of Massachusetts and 
people kept their pledge; the whites took up arms and offered Maine the property of England. After the colonists protested, 
bounties for Indian scalps and prisoners, and the “Indian wars” when they were given a new charter for renewed self-govern- 
started, sparked by the colonists’ destruction of the forests. ment in 1 69 1 by King William, it was with the restrictive clause 
Destruction of North American forests also contributed that all trees in Massachusetts and Maine having a diameter of 
significantly to fomenting the American Revolution for 24 inches or more were reserved for the Crown “for the better 
independence from England. There was a major dispute providing and furnishing of masts” for the British Royal Navy, 
between the British Crown and Massachusetts over the vast King William’s administrator to enforce this rule found on a 
forests of Maine (which Massachusetts claimed as its own), visit to forests of New Hampshire and Maine “great waste and 
with the Crown wanting the biggest white pine for masts for havoc of timber” there, with more than 50 sawmills in New 
the British fleet (including its imperialist war fleet) and Hampshire of up to four saws per mill and 40 sawmills in New 
Massachusetts colonists wanting the lumber to keep Boston York with 1 2 saws in each mill. Official surveyors of the woods 
running. At least 1 0 shiploads of masts arrived in England for the Crown were themselves trading in lumber and building 
from New England each year, with each ship carrying 20 to sawmills and governors of the province (later states) gave their 
40 masts. An observer in Massachusetts recorded one mast favorites large tracts of land which were usually well-forested, 
tree that had to be pulled by 36 yoke of oxen. Around the transferring ownership from the Crown to private property of 
turn of the 18th century, it became evident that the Baltic colonists. Local officials refused to enforce the charters’ provi- 
region had little timber left of the size needed for the masts sion to preserve all the largest trees. Dr. Elisha Cook, a politician 
of England’s largest battleships. To preserve the few truly and owner of sawmills in Maine, used the fight over the woods 
large trees still growing in Norway, the principal European to inflame colonists with desire for independence from En- 
source of British masts, the King of Denmark (who then gland, calling into question the King’s right to the woods, 
controlled Norway) forbade the export of timber over 22 During the 1720s and 1730s, “swamp law” ruled in Maine, 
inches in diameter. Many of the trees growing in New where disputes with surveyors over colonists’ rights to the timber 
Hampshire and Maine around that time measured between were settled in remote places with fists and clubs. The victory of 
29 and 37 inches in diameter, the dimensions the British local lumber capitalists over the Crown’s colonial authority 
navy sought for their principal ships’ masts. fanned the people’s inflammatory desire for independence. 


Squatters also contended with sawyers cutting trees for the 
owners of forested lands, using mob jail breaks to free fellow 
squatters who were incarcerated for their violent resistance. 

Meanwhile there was growing pressure in England to 
exploit American iron to relieve pressure on England’s dwin- 
dling forests for iron-making. By the early 1700s, England no 
longer produced enough iron for its own use and had to 
import large quantities — mostly from Sweden, which gave 
rise to shortage when hostilities in the region cut direct trade 
between England and Sweden. There was also demand for 
importing tar and pitch for sealing ships from New England’s 
forests to avoid dependency on Sweden, who also exported tar 
and pitch to France, England’s enemy. 

Since wood cost 14 times more in England than in the 
colonies, tar, pitch and iron-making posed new threats to 
New England’s forests. Fearing reduction in the colonial 
market for British manufactured goods and threats to domes- 
tic labor — ironmasters, woodgrowers and tanners (who used 
bark) in England passed the “act to encourage. . . iron from. . . 
America” but included prohibition of construction of all new 
engines or mills for making ironware in the colonies, further 
provoking colonists .toward independence. 

New Englanders started conducting brisk business with 
France and Spain (two of England’s primary adversaries) in 
lumber for their ships. Although Great Britain responded to 
colonists “trading with 
the enemy” and higher 
Scandinavian prices for 
lumber with elimina- 
tion of import duties 
on American lumber, 
they also imposed fur- 
ther restrictions on the 
colonists’ international 
trade in timber and iron. Every English restriction was seen as 
a tax and some, like the restriction on cutting large white pine, 
were seen as more injurious than the infamous Stamp Act. 
Inadvertently, by shifting English lumber, tar, pitch, iron and 
ship production to the colonies, England enhanced the colo- 
nies’ ability to throw off the English yoke as they raised capital 
and built their own ships, guns, cannons and means for self- 
sufficiency in manufacturing. 

At the time of independence, “the most striking feature of 
the new nation was still an almost universal forest.” C. Volney, 
a French naturalist visiting the US right after its independence 
came to this conclusion after traveling “from the month of the 
Delaware [River] , through Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia 
and Kentucky to the Wabash River [which today forms the 
southern portion of the Illinois and Indiana border], north- 
ward to Detroit, through Lake Erie to Niagara and Albany,” 
throughout which he “scarcely passed, for three miles alto- 
gether, through a track of unwooded or cleared land.” Other 
visitors confirmed this assessment for Virginia, New Jersey, 
New York and the Allegheny Mountains of Pennsylvania. 

The forests west of the Appalachians were characterized as 
“a grand assemblage of gigantic beings which carry the 
imagination back to other times before the foot of the white 
man had touched the American shore.” Ohio oaks were 
calculated to be 140 feet tall. An Englishman reported in his 


diary in 1818, “Yesterday I measured a walnut tree almost 
seven feet in diameter . . . and j ust by [its side] , were rotting. . . 
two sycamores of nearly equal dimensions. . . I also measured 
a white oak, by the roadside, which at four feet from the 
ground, was six feet in diameter...” A French botanist 
collecting samples in the Ohio area between 1800 and 1810 
reported finding a sycamore with a circumference of more 
than 40 feet. Indiana, southern Michigan, Illinois and 
Wisconsin were all reported as heavily forested in the early 
1800s. Ohio presented “the grandest unbroken forest of 

4 1 .000 square miles that was ever beheld” on this continent. 
Immense pine forests covered the northern parts of Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

Unfortunately, this situation was soon to change. The rise 
of industrialization in the US started with water mills 
powering most industries prior to the Civil War. Most US 
water mills and their machinery were made of wood. Manu- 
facturing villages spread across the country. A report issued 
in 1835 documented more than 2,000 grist mills, almost 

7.000 sawmills, 71 oil mills, 965 woolen fabric mills, 293 
iron mills, 1 4 1 sheet iron mills, 96 clover mills, 7 0 paper mills 
and 412 tanneries, run by water power— just in New 
York. Water mills gave birth to the factory system, factory 
towns and consequent consumption of goods by workers. 
Breweries, distilleries, salt and potash works, casting and steel 

furnaces and works for 
animal and vegetable 
oils and refining drugs 
all needed heat to 
produce a finished 
product and used pri- 
marily charcoal from 
the forests. Steam en- 
gines, which began to 
free factories from dependence on water sites in the 1 830s, 
usually burned wood as fuel. Charcoal from the woods fueled 
US iron mills, which produced 19 million tons of iron 
between 1830 and 1890, as compared with only a little more 
than one million tons of iron produced by all of England in 
60 years of its coal-burning iron industry. In 1790, the US had 
only four million people living in its territories, by 1 880 there 
were more than 50 million residents. This created a great 
demand for wooden housing, wooden carriages, wagons, 
bridges, river boats, steamboats (fueled with wood) and 
railroads. By the 1830s, the Atlantic states didn’t have enough 
wood of their own to meet these demands. New England’s 
indigenous wood was scarce by 1835. Lumber was hauled 
across Lake Michigan and along the Mississippi by steamboat 
to the “new territories” westward. The biggest raft pulled 
down the Mississippi contained nine million feet of timber. 
Of the 38,619 ships in service in 1880, only five or six were 
built of iron, with the rest of wood. 

Early railroads used wood not only for tresdes, ties and bridges 
but also even for the rails. US trains also used wood as their only 
fuel up until the Civil War, stopping every two hours to refuel. 
Railroads also increased access for logging. Railroads opened 
thousands of acres of untouched woodlands in Wisconsin to 
logging and sawmill owners on the lower peninsula of Michigan 
built railways to access formerly unobtainable trees. 


“I hate you. I hate you. I hate all the white people. You have 
taken away our land and made us outcasts, so I hate you. ” 

— Chief Sitting Bull 



Expanding setdement represented an enormous depletion 
of remaining forests. The presence of wood, rather than soil 
quality, was the deciding factor in where settlers established 
farms. Until the railroads transported sufficient lumber for 
building west, the majority settled in wooded areas. 

Increase Lapham, a respected scientist, recognized the value 
of cheap lumber and cheap fuel wood in building the white 
nation but also the indirect environmental impacts of such 
widespread forest removal. In 1 867, he wrote for the Wiscon- 
sin legislature a Report on the Disastrous Effects of the Destruc- 
tion of Forest Trees Now Going on So Rapidly in the State of 
Wisconsin, in which he discussed “the experience of other 
countries, ancient and modern, whose forests have been 
improvidently destroyed... the effects of clearing land of 
forest trees, upon springs, streams and rainfall. . . how [forests] 
temper winds, protect the Earth. . . enrich the soil and modify 
the climate...” Between Lapham’s birth in 1811 and his 
warning in 1 867, “almost five billion cords of wood had been 
consumed for fuel in fireplaces, industrial furnaces, steam- 
boats and railroads. To obtain five billion cords meant the 
cutting of about 200,000 square miles of woodlands, an area 
nearly equal to all the land that comprises the states of Illinois, 
Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin. Half of all these cords were 
consumed in the 17 years that preceded the publication of 
Lapham’s work.” In 
just one decade — 

1850-1860, farmers 
eliminated 31,250 
square miles of forests 
to plant crops. 

Hogs rooted up 
young pines and other 
species to get at their 
roots and also gorged 
on the seeds of a wide 
variety of trees, show- 
ing a preference for the 
nuts of beeches, chest- 
nuts, pine and white oaks over inedible seeds of other species, 
seriously changing the natural growth in the woods, especially 
in hardwood forests.” The amount of forest lost due to 
pasturage and clearing land for cultivation, lumber and fuel- 
cutting increased from 1 ,600 square miles per year in 1 835 to 
7,000 square miles 20 years later. In 1850, 25 percent of US 
land was densely forested; 20 years later, only 1 5 percent. 

Frederick Marryat, an English novelist, saw from the roof of 
a boat on the Erie Canal in the 1 840s “the giants of the forest, 
which had for so many centuries reared their heads undis- 
turbed, but now lay prostrate before civilization.” In Ohio a 
decade later, an Englishman observed: “The plough was at work 
amid stumps. . . [the few remaining trees] had received notice to 
quit. . . their bark had been stripped all around from their great 
[trunks] just about the Earth; their boughs were bare; no leaves 
intercepted the sun and air from the crops beneath; and there 
they stood in their great nakedness, the last of their race, and 
soon to topple over at the feet of the conquering intruder.” 

An early settler in Ohio returned to his old homestead 30 
years later (in the early 1 840s) to make a sketch of it: “In place 
of the towering beech,” he wrote, “stands a fine brick house” 


and “instead of a view confined to a few rods [one rod equals 
30 square yards] by a dense forest, the tops and ridges may 
now be seen for miles.” An irate sawmill owner responded to 
a critic: “You have scolded the lumbermen for cutting so 
much timber. . . now quit scolding us for trying to live. . . when 
we are out of timber, then we will curtail, but until that day, 
never so help us, Moses!” 

Although “innumerable herds of. . . elk [and] buffalo” were 
seen “sheltered in the groves” in Ohio in 1787, the bison had 
just about disappeared by the 1840s as their great forest 
habitat diminished — thousands of bison swam the Missis- 
sippi in search of new wilderness to the West, with native 
people following. The great seal of the state of Indiana shows 
a cut log lying on the ground as a pioneer fells another tree and 
a bison flees to escape the devastation. 

Two census reports — of 1810 and 1880 — reveal the enor- 
mous change in the landscape over 70 years and the beginnings 
of environmental consciousness after the destruction. The 1810 
census was concerned that “our forests [en] cumber a rich soil. . . 
and prevent its cultivation” and suggests specific ways to use up 
individual species of trees and general uses (e.g. iron-making, 
potash, boards, charcoal, shingles, fuel, etc.) for all the rest. 

Charles Sargent, the author of the 1 880 census, instead wrote 
of protecting the trees: “Forests perform... important duties 

in protecting the sur- 
face of the ground 
and in regulating and 
maintaining the flow 
of rivers. In mountain- 
ous regions they are 
essential to prevent de- 
structive torrents, and 
mountains cannot be 
stripped of their forest 
covering without en- 
tailing serious dangers 
upon the whole com- 
munity. . . if the forests 
which control the flow of the great rivers of the country perish, 
the whole community will suffer widespread calamity which no 
precautions taken after the mischief has been done can avert or 
future expenditure prevent. ” Sargent also advised: “The Ameri- 
can people must learn that a forest, whatever its extent and 
resources, can be exhausted in a surprisingly short time through 
total disregard in its treatment.” 

The 1 880 census then went through comprehensive assess- 
ment of the loss of tree species by state, including white oak, 
elm, ash, hickory and “merchantable pine” over the states of 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin and 
Minnesota (the New England states presumably having been 
already decimated). An 1 877 report claimed that “the states of 
Ohio and Indiana, and the southern part. . . of. . . Michigan, so 
recendy a part of the great East-American forest, have even now 
a greater percentage of treeless area than Austria, and the N orth- 
German Empire, which have been setded and cultivated for 
upward of a thousand years.” 

One of the leading US forestry authorities, N. Egleston, 
wrote in an 1 882 issue of Harper’s Monthly, “We are. . . follow- 
ing. . . the course of nations which have gone on before us. The 


“We have never said we were on a sustained yield program, 
and we have never been on a sustained yield program. Let's 
get to the heart of it. Sure, it’s extensively logged, but what is 
wrong with that?” 

— Plum Creek, Rocky Mountain 
Regional Operations Director Bill Parson 



nations of Europe and Asia have been as reckless in their 
destruction of the forests as we have been, and by that reckless- 
ness have brought themselves unmeasurable evils, and upon the 
land itself barrenness and desolation. The face of the Earth in 
many instances had been changed as the result of the destruc- 
tion of the forests, from a condition of fertility and abundance 
to that of a desert. The mass of people. . . should have set before 
them the warnings from history.” 

George Perkins Marsh was one of the first scientific reformers 
to write about complex dependencies between humans and 
nature, including indirect effects of forest destruction. He was 
concerned about the overlogged eastern forest and assumed that 
intense logging would continue since the recently imposed 
white society was unlikely to decrease its demands for wood. So 
to prevent “timber famine,” he argued that science should 
transform the forests: “The sooner a natural wood is brought 
into the state of an artificially regulated one, the better it is for 
all the multiple interests which depend on the wise administra- 
tion of this branch of public economy.” This general line of 


reasoning later drove most Forest Service policy, predicated on 
the overriding concerns that timber be provided and the natural 
forest be brought under “scientific” management for more 
efficient and faster wood production, as well as on the belief that 
a federal agency would manage the land better than the 
corporate timber barons and entrepreneur settlers. 

However, rather than ensuring “wise administration” of the 
forests, meanwhile in 1864, during the Civil War, President 
Lincoln and the US Congress created the Northern Pacific 
Railroad Company, empowered it to construct a rail line from 
Lake Superior to Puget Sound and conditionally granted it 
nearly 40 million acres of mostly forested public land to aid in 
construction and maintenance of the railroad. Forty million 
acres is the equivalent of two percent of the land of the 48 
contiguous states and more than the nine smallest states put 
together. The railroad was granted every other square mile of 
land in a band 40 miles wide through states (Wisconsin, 
Minnesota and Oregon) and 80 miles wide through territories 
(North Dakota, Montana, Idaho and Washington) plus addi- 
tional land in lieu of that already claimed by settlers 
and land containing minerals other than coal or 
iron, increasing the width of the giant checker- 
board of public-private land designation. The 
grant contained numerous conditions, includ- 
ing: starting date of construction, type of land 
Northern Pacific was allowed to claim and 
completion date. 

Also Congress reserved the right to “add, alter, 
amend or repeal this act.” The Northern Pacific 
Corporation failed to meet the conditions of the 
land grant repeatedly: “Congress had specified 
that failure to sell two million dollars worth of 
stock to the public within two years of the 1 864 
act would void the grant. Northern Pacific failed 
to do so. Further, Congress specified that work 
was to begin within two years. However, North- 
ern Pacific did not begin construction for six 
years. In 1 870 N orthern Pacific approached Con- 
gress for permission to sell bonds mortgaging the 
as-yet-unowned grant lands. Northern Pacific 
was assisted in this request by the largest banking 
house in the nation, Jay Cooke and Company. 
Jay Cooke used his money to “gain the votes of 
recalcitrant Congressmen”. . . opponents argued 
that in the original grant Northern Pacific had at 
its own request been given twice as much land per 
mile as other railroad companies in exchange for 
not issuing bonds. To allow Northern Pacific to 
now issue bonds would defeat the purpose of the 
original grant’s size. Northern Pacific — and Jay 
Cooke’s money — prevailed, and Congress al- 
lowed Northern Pacific to issue bonds on the 
grant lands. It also granted lands for the previ- 
ously excluded spur to Portland and increased the 
size of both indemnity strips by 10 to 20 miles. 
Northern Pacific’s path of potential ownership 
thus was enlarged to 120 miles in the territories. 

These violations of contract should have been 
enough to cause Congress to take the granted 



...the earth is beinq destroyed, and t people 
v/h« are destroying her have names and addre$$e$... 






lands back from Northern Pacific corporation and re-desig- 
nate them as public lands. Two new significant restrictive 
stipulations were made in the 1870 legislation (that violated 
the public trust) that Northern Pacific also failed to abide by, 
giving further cause for reinvestment of the extensive granted 
lands to the public commons. 

All lands granted to Northern Pacific Corporation “which 
shall not be sold or disposed of or remain subject to the 
mortgage by this act authorized” were to be subject to “settle- 
ment and preemption like other lands” at a price not exceed- 
ing $2.50 per acre five years after the completion of the entire 
railroad. Further, if the mortgage became subject to foreclo- 
sure “or other legal proceeding” or the granted lands were sold 
“such lands shall be sold at public sale... to the highest and 
best bidder.” Northern Pacific failed to meet both conditions 
by foreclosing in 1873 yet failing to auction the land publicly 
after foreclosure and then in effect selling the land without 
opening it up to the public by merging with other corpora- 
tions when Northern Pacific failed again in 1893. 

The significance of all this for protecting both public and 
(theoretically) “private” land forests is that some of the biggest 
timber corporations logging on public and “private” lands — 
Plum Creek, Weyerhaeuser, Podatch and Boise Cascade — “are 
based on railroad grant forests which, in turn, are based on 
the conditions of the 1864 and 1870 contracts.” Plum Creek 
corporation was a direct spin-off from the Morgan and Hill 
merger that formed 
Burlington Northern 
Corporation, which 
segregated into a rail- 
road and a holding com- 
pany for railroad grant 
lands — Burlington Re- 
sources. “Despite the 
law requiring that the 
Northern Pacific grant lands be opened to settlement within 
five years of completing the railroad, Northern Pacific sold large 
tracts of the land-grant forests to Frederick Weyerhaeuser and 
his associates. Weyerhaeuser purchased millions of acres of 
land-grant forests in the Great Lakes region and the Pacific 
Northwest, mostly during the 1890s and early 1900s. The 
largest of the many Weyerhaeuser purchases was 900,000 acres 
in Washington state in 1899. Weyerhaeuser subsequently 
incorporated Potlatch and Boise Payette (later Boise Cascade) 
to cut lands obtained in Idaho.” 

“The largest purchase of Northern Pacific grant lands in 
Montana was about a million acres bought by Amalgamated 
Copper Company (later Anaconda) in 1907. About 670,000 
acres of these land-grant forests were purchased by Champion 
International corporation in 1972. Champion began liqui- 
dating the land-grant forests in the 1970s, and in 1993 sold 
these lands to Plum Creek.” 

These corporations (based on stolen public lands) have caused 
some of the worst and most expansive clearcuts and some, such 
as Boise Cascade, are also involved in logging national forests. 
Further, “The checkerboard pattern of the land-grant forests 
complicates management of the national forests. Management 
philosophies alternate by the square mile, precluding efforts to 
manage forests as ecosystems” and leading to hopeless habitat 


fragmentation and destruction of necessary wildlife corridors, 
frustrating the aims of conservation biology. 

Part II: So Where Do We Go From Here? 
Reframi;ng the Movement 

Obviously this is not a complete history of US forest 
destruction. However, this early history and more well known 
recent history is enough to derive some general principles to 
guide our strategy in protecting and restoring forests: 

•Historically one native forest after another worldwide has 
been totally eliminated, with disastrous consequences, in- 
cluding increased exploitation of other forests and forest- 
dwelling indigenous people. A biocentric ethic and respect for 
indigenous people needs to be strongly cultivated. 

•US (anti-) culture has an ingrained anthropocentric, anti- 
environmentalist outlook that is only slowly and incrementally 
changing. We need more emphasis on organizing, coalition- 
building and movement-building. 

•War-making and imperialism are historic major users of 
wood products and other natural resources (e.g. oil). We need 
to bring biocentric concerns into the anti-war and anti- 
corporate globalization movements. 

•Industrialization and capitalism have led to unsustainable 
levels of exploitation and marketing to artificially stimulate 
consumption beyond basic needs, so there is much waste. So we 
need to dismantle the current neoliberal structure and create a 

new economic and 
political paradigm. 

•Direct action at the 
“point of assumption” 
can influence people’s 
acceptance of the cur- 
rent economic/politi- 
cal system. 

•The corporate form 
has greatly escalated the rate of forest destruction and now 
corporations are dictating policy to politicians rather than vice- 
versa, so we need to be targeting corporate power — especially 
corporate political power — as directly as possible. 

•Corporations are interlocked and use joint institutions 
(e.g. North American Wholesale Lumber Association, the 
Business Roundtable, etc.) to leverage their collective power, 
so it is a system of corporate rule that needs to be dismantled, 
not just individual corporations. 

•Financial institutions provide capital and political backing 
for corporate exploitation, so they must also be targeted. 

•Unequal distribution of wealth and power create the 
leverage to buy-off Congress and other elected officials and to 
side-step Supreme Court rulings and must be addressed to 
stop forest destruction. 

•The biggest corporations are now functioning on a trans- 
national level so we need to be forming links of mutual 
solidarity and support across national boundaries so as not to 
let destruction flow from one region or country to another. 

•Regulatory agencies are diversions, deflecting us with “public 
process” and bureaucratic shields from the real root causes of 
environmental destruction and real solutions. We don’t ask for 
what the ecosystem really needs in this set-up and don’t act on our 
rights as self-governing citizens to protect the Commons. 


“ Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it. ” 

— Santayana 




•Reclaiming public control over public lands should be 
framed as reclaiming the “Commons” of essential ecological 
functions and resources — i.e. no one should be able to pri- 
vately own or profit from the air, the water, the forests, space, 
(see Silent Theftby David Bollier for a comprehensive descrip- 
tion of types of Commons and threats to them.) 

•Reclaiming public control over public lands (the Com- 
mons) could legitimately and legally be extended (with 
historical legal precedents) to “private” timber lands of the 
railroad land grant corporations, removing in the process 
major obstacles to conservation biology planning across 
artificial “checkerboard” railroad grant boundaries and re- 
ducing fragmentation of habitat over time. The area that 
could receive increased protection is vast. This strategy 
would also strike a severe blow to some of the most powerful 
timber corporations. 

•We may be winning some “battles” but we’re losing “the 
war” on forest protection, so we need to make more efficient use 
of our time and resources by strategically targeting the root causes 
of forest destruction on a systemic level rather than die symp- 
toms — on an abuse-by-abuse basis endlessly. The movement 
needs to place more emphasis on strategy rather than tactics. 

•Teaching the history of forest destruction could be key to 


getting others to realize the validity of new approaches such as 
those suggested above. 

•There’s a lot of creative space for action we’re not explor- 
ing. We should look at the Midwest Academy model of 
power-mapping for strengthening our campaign strategies to 
meet long-term goals. 

•We need to be more pro-active with our messaging and 
make “biodiversity” a household concept as well as making 
ending corporate rule a clear framework for our actions. 

•There is a “Democracy School” in Pennsylvania which 
might be able to help activists bring new ideas into the 
movement for greater effectiveness toward ending corporate 
rule. Reframing our language (in outreach, media, strategy) to 
better match our long-term goals and create effective solu- 
tions could be a good starting place. 

•A small group of people committing themselves to a 
process of learning the relevant history in one state, mapping 
out the corporate involvement and key institutions, finding 
vulnerable points... could also be a good starting point. 

Karen Coulter has been an active part of the forest defense 
movement since 1984 in Oregon and Washington. She is co- 
director of the Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project and a principal 
activist with the Program on Corporations, Law and Democracy. 
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Draffan, 1995. 
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by Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

It was late February 1998, 
in Oregon . Several of us were 
making our way down a log- 
„ ging road so overgrown that 
1 it looked like a small trail, 

I with young trees that stood 
s nearly twice as tall as me in 
| its middle. 

This area was logged once 

I I in the early 1900s when 
| they came only for the gi- 
4 ant red cedars. Then, in the 

1960s, they came back for 
Free in Eugene, Oregon, 1998 the rest, leaving only pock- 
ets of untouched old-growth 
forest. Relatively untouched, that is: There were only two 
giant red cedars where we were going. 

We bushwhacked through unit 36 of the Clark Timber 
Sale. "Clark" is a low-elevation forest containing some of 


fir. My job was to get that line set near the top of the tree 
where we would put the treesit. By the second day, I had 
climbed to about 200 feet. I make it sound easy, but the 
truth is that I was scared to death. The tree turned out to be 
around 220 feet tall. 

After setting a new line, I decided to wait for the pros to 
come up from town before going any further. Now, when 
I say pros, I mean exactly that. At some point, you get so 
good at climbing and setting up treesits that you know all 
of the tricks. I was counting on the support of people who 
had done this before to both teach me and help me. 

That night, the three of us punks gathered under the 
beautiful, starry sky. There is almost nothing better than 
the company of good friends, a warm campfire and the 
light of a billion stars. We shared tales of adventure, 
hopping trains, shoplifting and running from the cops — 
or, in some cases, fighting them. We fell asleep in the 
fading light of a dying fire. 

We awoke to a thunderstorm in the middle of the night. 
We three city boys were a little shocked by th is. Hurriedly, 

continued on next page 


the last stands of old growth in the Willamette National 
Forest, near Eugene, Oregon. 

The ferns grew higher than my waist, vine maples reached 
for the sunlight, and there was a plethora of huckleberry. 
The 400 to 600-year-old Douglas fir, Western hemlock and 
red cedar towered overhead. Standing before them was a 
humbling experience; like standing before a god or goddess, 
it was breathtaking. For hundreds of years, this forest has 
stood silent witness to the passing of time. 

These trees were here before Christopher "Genocide" 
Columbus landed thousands of miles away. They stood as 
white people encroached further west. They protested 
"nonviolently" in shocked silence as their fellow forest 
dwellers and protectors, the indigenous nations, were 
massacred. They stood proud in defiance as their peers fell 
to the ax. 

I looked upon the markings that slated the boundary 
lines of the clearcuts to come, and I shook my head. As I 
stood in the presence of something far greater than myself, 
I realized that there could only be one outcome: By any 
means necessary, I would save this forest. 

I had never really been camping before, not real camping. 
But I did know how to build a fire and a shelter. I knew how 
to survive. That's what I thought, anyway. 

Two other street kids and I committed to staying out in 
the forest. One was from New York, while the other, like 
me, was from Los Angeles. The three of us were your run- 
of-the-mill crusty squatter punks. The weather was hot and 
beautiful; there was blue sky and sunshine. The first 
morning, I woke up early and grabbed my climbing gear. 

I'd been taught climbing basics and knew how to be safe. 
There was already a line set about 120 feet up in a Douglas 



Looking up at the former Guardian treesit in now canceled unit 36 
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continued from previous page 
we scrambled with the only tarp we had and made a dry, 
though cramped, place to sleep. 

The next morning, the rain showed no sign of letting 
up. The pros came out, though, bringing supplies. 
While some set up another 
tarp at the edge of the 
clearing so that we could 
build a fire, others stashed 
supplies and gear in buckets. 

The task may have been 
small, but their efficiency 
and coordination was 
amazing. These people had 
worked together and done 
this before. In 10 minutes, 
the tarp was up, the food 
and gear was packed away, 
and a fire was going! 


fire. I only had two sets of clothes and no rain gear. I lived 
out of my backpack, traveling light and fast. I was from 
the streets and not the woods. I was sorely unprepared 
for Winter outdoors in Oregon and blissfully unaware. 
Everyone went back to town that day, except for me. 

I stayed to protect what I now considered my forest 

and my home. I checked 
the lines everyday. I hiked 
around, learned the deer 
trails and made them my 
| own. I got to know the area 
° like the back of my hand. 
| At the end of each day, I 
•3 would go back and build a 
| fire, change into my one 
•j set of dry clothes and dry 
T the others. 

I A week had gone by, but 
s no one came back. I was 
alone and comfortable with 



I stayed to protect what I now considered my forest and my home. 


After that, I showed them the trail that I had made, 
complete with landmarks. I was proud of myself, and they 
were, too. 

That day, we were determined to get into the second 
tree. I climbed up my tree — the one I'd been climbing for 
the last three days. At the top, I shouted down to the 
others. Three of them piled their weight on the line 
going into the other tree, while I observed how much the 
branch bent, testing its strength, as the line was at least 
four feet out from the tree. Satisfied that everything was 
secured and safe, one of them started to climb. 

I can't describe the moment with the justice it 
deserves. The rain was 
coming down, and I 
was soaked to the 
bone. I was huddled 
on a branch so high 
up that there was no 
protection from the 
wind or rain. My 
friend's face grinned 
back at me from the 
first tree I had ever 
set a line in. It was 
one of those beautiful 
moments in life that 
you remember with 
absolute clarity. At 
that instant, I had no 
doubt that we would 
save this forest. 

Afterward, we hiked 
back to what was now 
called basecamp. I 
dried off next to the 


that. I'd made friends with the forest, the trees and the 
creatures. Now, when I hiked around the forest, birds 
didn't treat me like an intruder. I didn't know it then, but 
I was about to experience something amazing. 

A freak storm blew in one evening. It had been raining 
harder than usual, and I headed back to camp early. The 
temperature was dropping steadily, and the wind whipped 
as it began to hail. 

I huddled around the fire, drying my wet clothes, 
when a sudden gust tore the grommets out of the tarp 
where it was tied. The tarp flew like a flag secured at only 
one corner. There was so much rain mixed with the hail 

that as I struggled with 
the tarp, my fire was 
extinguished. 

I was able to rescue 
the tarp. With a little 
effort, I rekindled the 
fire, and again I set 
about drying my 
clothes. The hail 
became a heavy sleet, 
and the wind began to 
blow down instead of 
up. Under the weight 
of the wind and sleet, 
my tarp collapsed on 
top of me. I managed 
to put the tarp up 
| again, and I struggled 
•? to get the wet wood 
■§ to burn. 

As I shivered around 
my pathetic fire, the 
temperature dropped 
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even further. The sleet 
turned to heavy snow. It 
was really coming down. 

Every few minutes, I had 
to knock it off of the 
tarp. But the storm was 
determined to put out my 
fire. The wind came in so 
hard and fast that it split 
the tarp right down the 
middle. For the third time, 
my fire went out. 

My hands and feet 
were numb, my clothes 
wet, and my body was 
shivering uncontrollably. 

I knew it would be 
impossible to hike out 
and get to a warm, dry 
place at that time of 
night. I was simply too far away from the nearest town. 
For the first time in my life, I wondered if maybe I 
wouldn't make it through the night. 

I crawled under my other tarp in the woods, thinking 
that the wind would have a harder time getting this one. 
Slowly, I set up the propane camping stove, which was 
almost out of fuel. I fumbled with a lighter for about five 
minutes. When your hands are too numb to make a fist, 
flicking a Bic is a hell of a challenge. 

It worked. Oh, yeah, I made it work. I warmed my 
hands over the low, blue flame. When I could feel all 10 
fingers, I took off my boots and warmed all 10 toes. I was 
still shivering, but I could feel my hands and feet again. 


was worried about the 
storm and my tarp. My 
body never got warm, 
but I did stop shivering 
after a while. 

To pass the time, I 
talked with my favorite 
tree, the one that my tarp 
was tied to. I spoke out 
loud to hear my voice, 
but I was speaking with 
my heart. Now, for some 
people this may sound 
crazy, but I've spoken 
with trees and animals 
all of my life, with the 
knowledge that all life 
has the ability to 
communicate with each 
other. I'd never gotten 
an answer until that night. I've had many since then. 

On this night, I distinctly heard, or rather felt, the 
tree ask why I was scared. It was a sensational feeling;, 
like instinct. You just feel it, and if you ignore it, it goes 
away. If you pay attention, a whole new world opens 
up. I calmly explained my situation. We actually talked 
like this for a while. It may have been my imagination, 
but in my mind, the young tree sounded like a child. It 
was astonishing. It came to light that the forest 
understood why I was there, that I was there to protect 
it. I understood that within this forest, I would be safe. 

I felt this calm and peace wash over me, like a kind of 
magik. The snow still fell, and the wind still blew. I 



Kalima, Fall Creek's highest treesit, Winter 2000 


I understood that within this forest, I would be safe. 


I wasn't about to try and build 
another fire. The tarp I was 
under was too low, and I was 
not at all confident that I 
could keep a fire lit without a 
shelter above it. 

Resigned, 1 decided that my 
best bet was to get out of my 
wet clothes and get into my 
somewhat wet sleeping bag. I 
broke out my emergency space 
blanket and covered my 
sleeping bag with it. I was still 
cold inside my sleeping bag, 
but I felt confident that I 
would be fine if my tarp held and that I could hike out in 
the morning. The wind still rattled the tarp, but I was 
more worried about the weight of the snow, which 1 
regularly shook off of the tarp. 

1 knew that I needed to stay awake, not so much 
because I was worried about my body temperature but I 


knew I would be fine, 
though. I sang a few songs 
and chanted until I fell 
asleep. When I awoke in 
the morning, the snow 
was still falling. There was 
about three inches on the 
ground. However, there 
was no snow on my tarp. 
In fact, there was a perfect 
| circle of forest floor com- 
pletely bare of snow around 
<a my tarp. 

I was amazed and humbled. 
I thanked the forest for its 
protection. I promised that I would return soon. Of 
course, the forest already knew. 

To be continued... 

Free is serving a more than 22-year prison sentence for 
burning SUVs at a car dealership in Eugene, Oregon, in 
June 2000. 
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Learning from the 

C II 

Defend the Forest 



Lockdown at Fisher Gate, Headwaters forest, northern California, 1997 


by Tim Ream 

In December 2003, the US Forest 
Service proposed the largest timber 
sale in modern history in southern 
Oregon (see EF!J January-February 
2004). While I feel confident that the 
Oregon forest defense community can 
substantially roll back the Bush logging 
plan for the Biscuit Fire Recovery 
Project, it will require assembling a 
full-blown campaign in a very short 
period of time. Reviewing lessons from 
past forest campaigns will help us to 
quickly create a powerful network of 
activists and actions. A review is offered 
here, and it may apply to any of the 
ajaove-ground campaigns you are 
working on. 

•Identify a path to victory. The 
living world does not need us to 
merely try hard; it needs us to be 
effective. We have to be able to 
articulate a series of events that will 
allow us to go home from the forest 
and celebrate success. Far too often, 
this requires pressuring a white man 
to sign a piece of paper. So be it: If we 
choose this kind of campaigning at 
this time, how do we create the right 
pressure to make that happen? Which 
paper? Which man? What steps are 
next? This path becomes the center- 
piece of the campaign. 

•Use every tool in the toolbox. The 
identified path to victory is in flux; it 
evolves. It generally will require 
constant pressure. Often this means 
a campaign of increasing tactical 
intensity. Start simple, since fewer 
people will be working at the 
beginning of the campaign and 
because less intense tactics won't 
scare new people away. Increasing 
intensity means that we also create a 
sense in our opponent that things 
keep going from bad to worse. 

If an action occurs that is not in line 
with campaign guidelines, don't 
support the action, but don't 
denounce it either. Use it as an 
Opportunity to again talk about the 
seriousness of the issue. We need to 
hit our opponents from every side. 

•People don't save places; places 
use people to save places. If you want 
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to protect a place, you must take as 
many people there as possible. Put 
folks in a beautiful wild area that is 
threatened and then empower them 
to help. Let the magic of the wilds do 
its work. 

•Organizing has to happen 
somewhere, not just inside the tele- 
communications system. Campaigns 
require a physical location where 
people can meet and talk. It can be a 
coffee house, infoshop or warehouse. 
It works best when it is not a single 
house of an individual or group work- 
ing on the campaign. That generally 
only works for a short time before 
stress creates dysfunction. 

•Meetings are imperative. If you 
can't handle meetings, don't go. 
Campaigns are won by communities, 
not individuals. Communities must 
gather and communicate. If 
meetings aren't working, review 
consensus basics to figure out what's 
going wrong. 

•Leadership and hierarchy are two 
different things. We all come to 
campaigns with different levels of 
skill and experience. Ideally, we will 
draw upon each other's strengths 
to complete our collective goal. 
Sometimes people in key roles hoard 
skills and information to maintain 
control. Other times people find 
themselves in key roles by virtue of 


the fact that they are accomplishing 
a lot. Hierarchs will try to hold onto 
those roles. Leaders will be happy to 
pass off work to anyone with the skill 
to accomplish it. Good leaders will 
also find the time to train people 
with a proven record of commitment 
and responsibility. 

•People not posters; friendship not 
flyers. The number one predictor of a 
successful campaign is whether the 
people involved get along well. When 
people generally like and respect each 
other, they will stay involved. 
Unfortunately, few people get 
involved in this work by reading a 
flyer. What generally brings someone 
into a new campaign is a personal 
connection with those already 
involved, even if that connection is 
brand new. At events, drop the cliques 
and meet the new folk. Most want to 
help; they are simply scared or don't 
know how. 

•Don't forget Organizing 101. Ex- 
perienced people often forget the ba- 
sics. Get every phone number and 
email address you can. Follow up. 
Someone might not show up for 
months then suddenly have the space 
in their lives to become key cam- 
paigners. Keep inviting people back. 

•If they don't get paid, it better be 
fun. Most activities, including actions, 
need to be empowering or fun or 
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both. On the other side of the issue, 
don't substitute lots of partying for 
the hard work of protecting threat- 
ened ecosystems. 

•Radicals are most effective in coa- 
litions. Radical groups working very 
hard by themselves often accomplish 
very little. It is far more effective 
when radical groups act as catalyst 
and conscience. 

•Make allies, not enemies. Few 
people share our worldviews, and 
often there are highly divergent 
opinions even within our own groups. 
We have reasons to fight with nearly 
everyone. If we do so as part of a 
campaign, the Earth will be the loser. 
This does not mean that our erstwhile 
allies will not try to pick fights with 
us. Radicals need thick skins if they 
plan to leave the porch and get into 
the street. 

•Above-ground direct action is 
usually symbolic. The age of civil 
disobedience may be coming to an 
end. We literally shut down the WTO 
meetings for a day in Seattle, 
Washington in November 1999. But 
people in the US today are often too 
afraid to act en masse and those of us 
at the radical edge get picked off 
whenever we rise up and show our 
faces. It is a rare campaign that 
physically can keep the loggers out 
for long with blockades nowadays. 
Nonetheless, when we do illegal 
actions they should include the core 
of what we stand for — actually 
shutting down the destruction if only 
for a time, be it in the woods, lumber 
mills, offices or stores. 

•Tactical evolution is necessary. 
Don't assume the ability to replicate 
easily an impressive action from 
another region. People forget that past 
successes usually had a lot more 
behind them than appears in 
retrospect. Duplication is harder than 
it looks. Plus, the authorities study 
us, developing techniques to 
circumvent our efforts. Always be 
thinking about the next big thing. 
Sometimes that involves increasing 
technical complexity. Sometimes it 
means unnoticed simplicity. Usually 
it is outside of the campaign box. 
Follow the whole process of greed 
and destruction from start to finish to 
find new and easier targets. 

•Imagery is key. Most people who 
take small actions do so based on 
imagery: photos, video, and written 


stories. Produce your own media, it 
will directly affect people and spur 
them to act. 

At the same time, it is difficult to 
win a campaign by ignoring corpo- 
rate media. Most people believe the 
TV news and believe the local paper 
unless they hear otherwise. If favor- 
able coverage is impossible, we need 
to aim to neutralize unfavorable cov- 
erage through op-eds, letters to the 
editor and coverage in alternative 
sources. Always hold reporters to their 
own imagined sense of journalistic 
integrity. Never let a hit piece go 
without making demands to the edi- 
tor to run your version of the story. 

Here are a few campaign killers. 

•Sexual assault and sexism destroy 
campaigns fast. A paragraph here can- 
not do the issue justice. This behav- 
ior needs to be addressed quickly, 
openly and by consensus whenever 
possible and with appropriate mea- 
sure. Men who make women feel 
unsafe need to hear about it right 
away, then be given an actual chance 
to show quick improvement. Abus- 
ers must, at the very least, be re- 
moved from all campaign activities 
immediately. 

•Bad actions drain energy. The key 
is identifying ahead of time what a 
"bad action" is. For example, a colorful 
rally at a federal building might fire 
up new people and encourage them 


to visit a threatened place. At the same 
time it may feel totally disempowering 
for a seasoned activist. Identify the 
goals of an action ahead of time. If you 
cannot act in a way that feels empow- 
ering, it is sometimes better to do 
nothing for a while. 

•Brutalization and intimidation 
disempower. The movement for the 
Earth has lost untold thousands to 
tear gas, batons and pointed guns. 
People get scared, especially at their 
first few actions. This is now the main 
tactic of our opponents: fear. We need 
to sidestep situations that will lead to 
intimidation unless we see significant 
gain. In rare cases, where people have 
been properly prepared and cameras 
are rolling, intimidation can backfire 
on the authorities. The more 
experienced people are, the less they 
will react to threats of violence or 
violence itself. But remember, despite 
our repetition of the phrase, the whole 
world is not watching. 

It is, of course, all easier said than 
done. The forest defense movement, 
however, is in a much more experi- 
enced position now than it was in the 
Salvage Rider years of '95-'96. If we 
can build on what we've learned, 
this wave of resistance should eclipse 
the past. 

Starting in the mid-'90s, Tim Ream 
earned his splinters in forest defense 
campaigns throughout Cascadia. 
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The Tight to Preserve What We Cannot Replace 



by Julie Broyles 

Zoar Valley is a stunning series of rugged gorges carved 
out by Cattaraugus Creek as it winds its way across western 
New York to Lake Erie. Zoar offers awe-inspiring scenic 
beauty and a true wilderness escape, with sheer cliffs 
towering 400 feet above the canyon floor and 20 waterfalls 
cascading up to 140 feet. 

One of the last predominantly unspoiled wilderness 
areas in western New York, Zoar Valley is an irreplaceable 
ecosystem with plant and animal life in need of protection. 
With the state Department of Environmental Conserva- 
tion (DEC) poised to issue a master plan for the area that 
consists primarily of resource exploitation, saving this 
wilderness is the number one environmental preservation 
concern in western New York. 


Zoar Valley Gifted to the People of New York 

The Zoar Valley gorges were donated to the people of 
New York in the early 1960s by the late Herbert Darling, Sr. 
The DEC accepted three such land gifts from Darling on 
behalf of New York's citizens and, at Darling's request, 
promised to "preserve the area's wild, aesthetic values." 

When asked during a public meeting why the state has 
failed to honor the restrictive language in the deeds gifting 
the land at Zoar Valley, DEC Regional Forester Wayne 
Cooper replied, "We don't have to honor that. It's not 
binding." This arrogant disregard for Darling's wishes and 


the wishes of the people has galvanized the environmental 
community in western New York. 

DEC Ignores Public Will 

The DEC and the State of New York have refused for 
decades to provide the public land at Zoar Valley with 
protected status, steadfastly and irresponsibly ignoring the 
urging of botanists, forest ecologists and even their own 
scientists, as well as ignoring the letters, petitions and 
outcry from tens of thousands of its citizens who demand 
that Zoar Valley's ecosystem be preserved. 

The DEC is now drafting a master "resource manage- 
ment" plan for Zoar Valley to be presented for public 
comment in the coming months, their third attempt at 
such a plan in the past decade. In response to ongoing 
public pressure, previous attempts were abandoned. At 
the outset of this most recent attempt to create a master 
plan, the DEC conceded to unofficially designate 1 ,000 of 
the 3,000 acres of public land at Zoar for protection. 
Displaying a stunning lack of understanding of the 

interconnectedness of 
the environmental com- 
munities at Zoar, the 
DEC’S position is that 
the remaining 2,000 
acres should be open 
for logging, gas explora- 
tion, the devastating ef- 
fects of open pit gravel 
mining and other re- 
source exploitation. 

Simply put, the state 
cannot ignore the presence 
of endangered, threatened 
and rare species and en- 
gage in habitat destruc- 
tion. With more than 
135,000 acres of managed state land in western New York, 
much of which is already managed as timber plantations, 
and with 62,000 acres of public land in the region about to 
open to bidding for mining and gas exploration, the state 
cannot justify destroying this 3,000-acre natural paradise. 

We must preserve this unique wilderness area and its 
natural heritage. Friends of the Ancient Forest is about to 
make its voice heard loudly by launching a direct action 
plan — with an action taking place every month — to con- 
vince the DEC to protect Zoar. We will continue the fight 
until Zoar Valley is protected, forever wild. 

For more information, contact Friends of the Ancient 
Forest, (716) 228-1430; zoarpreservation@yahoo.com. 

Julie Broyles is an environmental activist in New York who is 
working on a number of preservation and pollution issues. She 
is actively working to build an environmental coalition in 
western and central New York. 


Bald Eagles Soaring Over Ancient Forests 

The gorges and uplands are habitat to an abundance of 
endangered, threatened and rare species of plants and 
animals thriving in exem- 
plary habitats. Nesting 
American bald eagles, red- 
shouldered hawks and 
osprey are frequently spot- 
ted soaring in and around 
the canyons. The wetlands 
and mature forests of Zoar 
Valley are home to a rich 
and diverse array of na- 
tive plants. Thanks to the 
efforts of the Western New 
York Old Growth Forest 
Survey — which has been 
surveying forests in this 

part of the state since 
19 g 9 2oar Valley has The awe-inspiring beauty of western New York’s Zoar 

been scientifically recognized as one of the largest remain- 
ing eastern old-growth forests in the US. Having escaped 
development and been left to grow undisturbed, many of 
the trees in Zoar's ancient forest are 150 feet tall and exceed 
the venerable age of 350 years. 



Valley 
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Greenpeace Fights Illegal Logging 
and Federal Persecution 


by Lenny 

Illegal logging accounts 
for 80 percent of all Ama- 
zonian timber on the 
market today. Because of 
the dynamics of Brazilian 
logging, Greenpeace has 
focused on putting an end 
to the illegal cutting of 
mahogany. The results 
have been good for the 
forest but chilling for free 
speech here in the US. 

Mahogany, often called 
"green gold," can be 
worth up to $ 1 30,000 per 
tree on the retail market. 

Therefore, it acts as the only product 
worth the financial cost of road build- 
ing in the Amazon. Because mahogany 
trees grow isolated from one another 
rather than in groves, mahogany log- 
gers leave the Amazon spiderwebbed 
with roads — each built to harvest only 
a few trees. When the mahogany log- 
gers move on, other loggers will use 
these roads to cut the less profitable 
trees. And when these loggers have 
finished, cattle ranchers and soy farm- 
ers move in, clearcutting the remnants 
of the forest for whatever profit they 
can make. As the loggers, farmers and 
ranchers continue to move deeper into 
what is left of the forest, Greenpeace 
has chosen to target the illegal ma- 
hogany trade, hoping to cut off the 
chain of destruction at its source. 

After years of investigation by air, 
water and land, Greenpeace presented 
the Brazilian government with com- 
prehensive documentation of wide- 
spread illegal logging throughout the 
Amazon. In response, a moratorium 
was placed on all logging or transpor- 
tation of mahogany in October 2001, 
pending a complete investigation. 

In April 2002, Greenpeace activists 
boarded the APL Jade off the coast of 
Miami, Florida, which was carrying 70 
tons of Brazilian mahogany in viola- 
tion of the moratorium. The activists 
hung a banner that read, "President 
Bush: Stop Illegal Logging." While the 




Cargill bums large areas of Amazon rainforest to prepare for 
president has claimed that his Initia- 
tive on Illegal Logging — announced in 
February 2002 — will put a stop to the 
practice, this has proved to be just 
another example of greenwash propa- 
ganda from the Bush administration. 
The initiative is wholly composed of 1 9 
already existing programs, with no new 
funding allocated to any of them. 

At the time of the protest, Greenpeace 
was challenging Bush to make good on 
his word and to seize the illegal 
mahogany in compliance with the 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES). Instead, 
the activists were arrested, and the 
mahogany was unloaded for sale. 

In November 2002, mahogany was 
granted increased protection through 
CITES. Under these new rules, the log- 
ging of mahogany can only be autho- 
rized if it is proven that no damage 
will come to the species as a result. 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio "Lula" 
da Silva has also committed to pro- 
tecting mahogany and enforcing 
Brazil's environmental laws, which 
provides some hope for the Amazon. 
In the wake of the CITES victory, 
the government of Brazil praised 
Greenpeace for helping bring the 
changes about. 

In the US, however, the Bush ad- 
ministration presents a different atti- 
tude, instead seeking to prosecute 
Greenpeace for its forest defense work. 


soy plantations 


Fifteen months after the 
Miami action, John 
Ashcroft's Department of 
Justice (DOJ) indicted 

* Greenpeace USA on 

charges of conspiracy and 
boarding a vessel about 
to dock. In its charges, 
the DOJ invoked an ob- 
scure 1872 law designed 
to prevent boarding- 
house owners from mak- 
ing sailors unavailable for 
departure by luring them 
from their ships with al- 
cohol and prostitutes. 
This is the first use of the 
"sailor mongering" law 
since 1890, and only its second invoca- 
tion ever. 

If found guilty, Greenpeace faces 
not only a $10,000 fine but also the 
loss of its tax-exempt status. More 
sinister still, Greenpeace faces a five- 
year probation, during which the gov- 
ernment would have unlimited access 
to all of the organization's internal 
records — including financial records 
and even membership lists. Greenpeace 
could be even more harshly punished 
during its probation if any of its mem- 
bers committed acts of civil disobedi- 
ence connected to a Greenpeace 
campaign. This prosecution is a clear 
attempt to destroy an organization that 
has, from day one, been a thorn in the 
Bush administration's side. 

On December 12, a federal judge 
heard pretrial motions in the case. 
Greenpeace filed three motions — to 
dismiss, for a jury trial and for access to 
government documents related to the 
prosecution. Several other nonprofit 
organizations filed friend-of-the-court 
briefs urging the judge to dismiss the 
case. The judge is expected to rule on 
these motions in the coming months, 
and trial may begin as early as May. 

Nonetheless, Greenpeace contin- 
ues its efforts to stop illegal logging 
in Brazil. In April, US corporate giant 
Cargill opened a soy processing and 
export terminal in the Brazilian town 
continued on next page 
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of Santarem, displacing 25 families 
during construction. This facility 
was built illegally, and it has acceler- 
ated deforestation in the region, 
causing land prices to skyrocket. 
With these inflated prices, many 
rural residents have been convinced 
to leave their land for the city, 
although in some cases they have 
been violently expelled. Loggers and 
farmers have also seized and de- 
stroyed indigenous lands, in viola- 
tion of Brazilian law. 

In November, Greenpeace released a 
report documenting the links between 
illegal logging, soy farming and slavery 
in the Brazilian state of Para, "the larg- 
est producer and exporter of wood prod- 
ucts in the Brazilian Amazon." The 
report, "State of Conflict," reads: 

"Para's story is one that resonates 
throughout the Amazon. It tells of a 
'boom and bust' cycle whereby loggers 
exploit the land, strip it of forest cover 
and abandon it to cattle ranchers or 
other large-scale farming ventures. 

"Fueling this cycle is a state of law- 
lessness in which land invasions and 
illegal occupancy of public land are 
backed by violence and even murder. 
Para has Brazil's highest rate of assas- 
sinations linked to land conflicts, and 
these are hardly ever investigated. As 
local forest dwellers who depend on 
the land for hunting, fishing and 
small-scale farming are forced away 
from their territory, the gulf between 
rich and poor in Para widens. 

"In remote, hard-to-police areas 
of the forest, deforestation is fre- 
quently driven by slavery. Workers 
are lured into forest areas with 
promises of well-paid farm work, and 
they become trapped in debt bond- 
age, working under dangerous and 
inhumane conditions for little or no 
pay. Those who try to escape are 
sometimes killed." 

This is, of course, the age-old pat- 
tern of colonialism and globalization: 
the vicious oppression of the poor for 
short-term economic gain. Earth First! 
activists interested in targeting the US 
corporations bankrolling these crimes 
with illegal wood purchases should 
visit www.greenpeaceusa.org. 

Lenny doesn't know why anything 
the Bush administration does surprises 
him anymore. He is not affiliated with 
Greenpeace. 
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Remembering Emily Craddock 

Emily Craddock, 27, was sailing with the 
Arctic Sunrise as part of Greenpeace's cam- 
paign against illegal logging in the Ama- 
zon when she was found dead in Brazil's 
Xingu River on December 15. Her death 
was ruled as accidental. 

In 1999, Emily was in Australia visiting 
her brother when she saw Greenpeace's 
ship docked in Fremantle for repairs after 
clashes with a Japanese whaler. She 
marched up the gangplank and asked for 
a job — any job. She was thrilled to be 
working with Greenpeace — albeit as a 
garbologist, sorting the rubbish! 

Emily studied hard to learn about the 
essential equipment on board the ship to eventually become a radio 
operator, where she was the smooth voice on the other end of the line 
calling her fellow campaigners home after a long day chained to an 
anchor or conducting investigations in the field. 

Emily's family and friends followed her travels via the Internet — 
relieved that by the time Greenpeace actions were posted, the greatest 
danger was often over. They held their breath during the bold, coura- 
geous campaigns in Emily's four years with Greenpeace, including the 
whaling campaigns and when she sat in a small dinghy in the path of 
an American missile being tested. 

Emily died in the most beautiful place on Earth that she had ever seen, 
and in her years of sailing with Greenpeace, she had seen much. In 
November, she wrote of the Amazon in a crew diary: 

"When you imbibe all the beauty here, you cannot help but pray to 
Gaia or God to protect this area. This is to me how the Amazon should 
be, lots of trees overhanging the river and heaving with bounty. Not the 
deforested, naked grasslands that we have been seeing too much of 
during this trip. We need to ensure that this way of life is passed on for 
more generations to come." 

For the many who were touched by Emily's life, her words are 
erhblematic of the love and hope that she inspired. 



photo by Flavio Cannalonga/Greenpeace 


Safe Passage for $3TH ! 


by Cleo Woelfle-Erskine 

Growing up in Long Beach, California, SETH! helped to start 
the local Food Not Bombs chapter, the kaos revolution (which 
encouraged people to revolt using pranks and mockery of the 
system) and played in the punk band garblecrat. Later, he 
moved to the San Bernardino Mountains to help run his family's 
music camp, the site of a now-legendary anarchist gathering in 
1995 as well as the 1997 EF! Organizers' Conference. Seth 
eventually relocated to Los Angeles to become a recording 
engineer, where he continued playing and recording acoustic 
grindcore on his guitar. 

In late October, as the wildfires raged, Seth disappeared in the 
mountains of southern California. 

What I want to write about my friend Seth is partly about 
him but also about me. 

This is as it should be: We live through each other. There 
are pieces of Seth I have carried for half of my life: They have 
grown in me. I open my 
mouth and his words 
come out. Sometimes 
my face flashes with his 
quick smile, my eyes 
shine with his light. To 
remember this — and 
death is such a sharp 
reminder — is to value 
the presence of those 
who live on. 

I met Seth when I was 
1 1 and he was 18.1 went 
to the Summer camp 
his parents ran up in 
the mountains two- 
and-a-half hours east of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. Later, we wrote to each other. He 
sent me my first punk record, my first zine, 
a vegan cookbook he made. 

Seth was the first person that I met who 
really lived in the mountains. He needed no 
trails. He knew how to read the natural history of those 
mountains in their eroded, rocky soils that were logged in 
the '20s to make fruit crates. He taught me my first lessons 
on how to read a landscape. On our hikes, he'd tear down 
the fluorescent tape the US Forest Service (USFS) used to 
mark trees it was going to cut down. One October, he sent 
an envelope full of dried manzanita berries, and I tasted the 
mountain's dry, mealy sourness for the first time. All these 
lessons served me well later on. 

Seth knew the mountains, but he wasn't from there. One 
of the last times I saw him, just after I moved to the San 
Francisco Bay area, he talked about moving back to Los 
Angeles. We were both trying to escape isolation. He said, 


Seth sang of fire that burned away a 
rotten system and that we were the 
spark that ignited those flames. This 
wasn’t a metaphorical fire, but a fire in 
the San Bernardino Mountains, a 
stand-replacing fire. 


"If everyone who was from Los Angeles stayed, instead of 
moving to the Bay area, then maybe something could get 
started there." He sounded bitter, then flashed that grin. 

I was staying with my sister in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
when I heard he was missing. She knew him too; she told 
me he had written suicide letters to a handful of his friends, 
then drove his truck "up the hill," parked on a USFS road 
and disappeared into the mountains. 

That night, I dug through my sister's CDs looking for 
traces of him. In one of his songs, Seth sang of fire that 
burned away a rotten system and that we were the spark 
that ignited those flames. This wasn't a metaphorical fire, 
but a fire in the San Bernardino Mountains, a stand- 
replacing fire. Fueled by fire suppression and vacation 
homes, it was a fire that could clear the way for a healthier 
forest to grow up. That night, in southern California, a 
week after his truck turned up, 750,000 acres burned. But 
my mind shut down when I thought about Seth out there. 
Instead, I read the lyrics to all of his songs. Maybe it was 

only the circumstances 
that made those lyrics 
seem steeped in death. 

Death, especially sui- 
cide, is not something I 
think about often. 

Yet each death of a friend 
cuts so close to the bone. I 
have lit candles for them 
to bridge the time between 
not knowing and the solid 
certainty of death. They 
light the dark time into 
which the heavy weight of 
the unknowable descends 
and is rendered somehow 
solid in the world of the 
living, when death is 
shaped and formed to fit a 
space between us. 

During that time, I can't 
stand to wake up alone in 
the dark, imagining ghosts walking through the same dark- 
ness outside. I occupy a liminal space, and as such, a space 
full of possibilities. The veil between worlds grows thinner. 
In those times, the dead, the night and the world of the dead 
flicker through my waking world. At night they pass effort- 
lessly through gates sleep has flung wide open. And when I 
wake up, heart pounding, into an unlocatable darkness, a 
flickering candle flame is my only path back to the living. 

But Pittsburgh's Giant Eagle chain doesn't sell novena 
candles. I asked my sister if I could use the one she'd brought 
from Los Angeles to make a safe passage candle for Seth. 
These candles, I told her, we don't only make them for the 

continued on next page 
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dead. We lit one for a friend who had lost his mind deep in 
Los Angeles. That time, we had to tape the picture around 
eight different candles before he found his way back. We lit 
the candle, and that night I dreamed of fire raging through 
dry mountains, leaving charred wood, bone black. 

I woke up to rain on the windows. The candle had gone 
out in the night. 

I kept thinking that of all the people I know, Seth could 
walk off into the woods — even as they were going up in 
flames — and walk out two or three weeks later doing just 
fine. "He knows those mountains like the back of his 
hand," I said to myself over and over again. If he had 
wanted to drop out of sight, no Los Angeles Police Depart- 
ment missing persons bulletin was going to flush him out. 

1 called my friend Oskar late one night as a full moon rose 
and glinted on the icy air. Oskar said, "Whenever I've had 


a friend kill themselves, I've never been able to sort out 
their reasons for doing it or what chain of events led them 
to it. I don't think there's any way to ever understand it 
completely." I sat in the dark, shivering by candlelight, 
blowing on my fingers wrapped around the phone. "I guess 
if I did decide to do it, I might just swerve off the road one 
day or put a gun in my mouth in the middle of the city," 
he says after a moment. "But I would want to be able to plan 
it out like he did. I would like to be able to go to a beautiful 
place to die." I have nothing to say. The thought makes the 
bottom fall out of my world. 

A few days later, alone in another kitchen, I feel the world 
dissolving underneath my feet. In the bevel-cut mirrored 
door, I catch my reflection, a visual manifestation of that 
moment of dissolution. I stare. "You have to let them carry 
you," I hear in my head. No one's home. I speak it aloud. 
In my head I run down the list of who I can call; who would 
expect it and be hurt if I didn't. Who will wait on the other 


Spark 

we are a spark 
a spark that turns to flame 
a flame that is a light 
faint but clear 
we are a light 
a shining new hope 
amidst a world of dark 
our light grows 
we light a path 
a path of life and freedom 
of showing a new way 
lives of deeds and actions 
our light goes forward 
but carries the whole past 
wisdom from the ancients 
to show us once again 
a map of the world 
suspended in darkness 
a tiny flame blazes up 
followed by more 
burning with the blue flame 
of bitterness 
and outrage 

one thing throws light on another 
one uprising sparks another 
and another 

forming a burning necklace 
of revolution 

that surrounds the americas 
followed by the world 
we are the spark 
the spark that leads to flame 
the flame that bums it all 
to the ground 

— Song lyrics from A Rehearsal 
for the Great Uprising by The 
SETH! Project 


end of the silent space and fill it with words? 

I call up Skot!, an old friend of 

3 Seth's who I haven't seen or spo- 
ken to in more than two years. He 
has no news. Seth sent him a let- 
ter a few weeks back saying, "By 
the time you read this, 1'llbedead." 
His voice is soft; it brings me back 
to Summers gone by. We each 
seem to be waiting for the other to 
fill the pauses in our conversation 
with information that we don't 
have. He, too, seems to think Seth 
may be gone. 

I come back to Oakland, where 
I have more to hold onto. A month 
has passed by since Seth was last 
1 seen. In the mountains, the fires 
» have burned out. He has not been 
£ found. Some friends have an an- 
1 archist harvest feast, dubbed "In 
I November we Remember," on 
| what Seth would have called 
| thankstaking. I start to talk about 
him and see several eyes widen. 
"You're talking about Seth, right?" 
Jeff interrupts. Afterward, we talk. 
"For a while, I thought he might walk out of the woods," 
I said. "Yeah, we were all wondering if he was up there 
starting all the fires, "Jeff laughed. "But he hasn't contacted 
anyone, hasn't used his ATM for a month." "I had never 
thought of him as one of my volatile friends who might 
kill themselves one day," I ventured. "But when I heard, 
somehow I wasn't surprised." 

In the weeks that follow, I stop having nightmares about 
being caught in a forest fire. Instead, into my mind come 
images of those hills covered by a fine layer of ash that 
dissolves, finally, under hard, cold rain. 

I'm not sure what this image means until we go to watch 
the salmon spawn. We drive from Oakland, through refin- 
eries, suburbs, upscale towns, into the rolling grass and 
oak-covered hills. Once, 6,000 coho salmon spawned in 
this creek. We watch them: tired, covered with white scars 
from their long journey upstream. They are so beautiful; 
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the males a bright silver-red, the females the color of 
pewter, splashing pink only when they turn on their sides 
to dig a nest with their tails in the spawning gravels. There 
are so few of them. 

We walk alongside them up a tributary of San Geronimo 
Creek. A half mile up from the mouth, two massive con- 
crete spillways of a giant dam block their way. Lisa SF and 
I are talking about what happens to the salmon when 
people build dams. 1 tell her the fish born upstream of a 
dam die by the thousands in its shadow when it blocks 
their way home. "How many die when the dam is not 
there?," she asks. "All of them," I reply. "After they have 
spawned." "They die a good death," she says. "They have 
accomplished their mission." The corpses wash up on the 
creek banks and get dragged away by raccoons, they get 
scooped up by otter and bear, they decompose, slowly 
turning back to forest. 

Oskar's right, I’ll never know what Seth was thinking as he 
parked his car and walked off the road one last time. I can't 
say whether he should have stuck around. I know that 
sometimes we, like the salmon, are up against something 
too big for us. Like them, we struggle how we can while we 
are here. Like them, we leave pieces of ourselves behind and 
know that others, coming after, will continue to struggle. 

I do think that his was a good death, as crazy-making as it 
was for his friends and family to not know for so long 
whether he was gone. It is a beautiful way to go: cremation 
by forest fire, in a rush that overpowers internal combustion's 
roar; ashes tossed aloft on Santa Ana winds, far above the 
freeways. What's left of his body lies buried under snow that 
will melt in the Spring, bringing life to the rocky gorges. 

That image, finally, brings me some clarity. The world of 
the dead recedes. Seth has joined all the others. What part 
of him still resides in this world has come to rest under 
snow. The rest lives on in us, as light behind the eyes. 

Cleo is the editor of Urban Wilds: Gardeners' Stories of the 
Struggle for Land and Justice, www.urbanwilds.org, and co- 
founder of the Guerrilla Graywater Girls. These days he can be 
found restoring urban creeks in Oakland, California. 


Leaf in the Wind 

I am watching everything spin 
the world is changing, everything is flying 
Nothing stable more than three minutes long 
maybe that's why I like the rocks and trees 
This all must seem like nothing to them 
just a leaf blowing in the wind 
I wonder should I even write this song 
will it all be over by the time it's heard 
I just want to jar you 

maybe get you to think and to look around 

Maybe you might feel or begin to care 

and maybe you'll do something about it 

She said there's a fire burning in my eyes 

but it's flaming from a deep kindness 

I loathe all this but then I flip coz I care too much 

I want to burn and to hug 

Hate and love they're not opposites 

just two different emotions 

Frustration, Bitterness and Rage 

It's quite defined but stems from most of you 

and I will fan the flames and carry them further on 

You may discredit this all with some childhood 

trauma 

broken homes or idealistic dreaming 

But I Refuse to be whatever you want me to be 

will you say that I'm too angry, too negative 

Or not punk enough, maybe too eccentric 

or are you tired of hearing too many ignored politics 

Well fuck you 'cause this is all for you 

can this be taken seriously? 

An' I can never be normal 'cause that fres always 
there 

— Song lyrics from The First Snack by SETH! 



Goodbye Dear 

BY HAMBONE 

My friend Yareak died on January 21. Yareak 
might have been your friend, too. Ze (the pro- 
noun that Yareak preferred) was known to me as 
a wicked fun, trusted travel companion and 
known to many of us as a teacher. 

Yareak traveled around the country with Rath 
in a workshop project known as Deviant Infor- 
mation by Yentas (DIY). This project sought to 
shine a light on the different forms of oppression 
and abuse within our radical communities; the 
domination by men and the abuse of family and 
friends. Yareak fought against the domestic vio- 
lence that leaves so many behind — afraid, re- 
jected and left to feel the alienation from those 
who would ignore or ridicule one of our own 
when they need our collective strength most. 

I'm much luckier than I know to have had the 


Yenta Yareak 

opportunity to ride in Tantrum, the DIY RV, and 
see Yareak and Rath make space for survivors and 
their allies around the country. 

They helped direct those of us with the good 
fortune to participate in their workshops toward 
solutions and resources that will help us heal 
survivors and abusers. They helped us determine 
a course of action through much of the confusion 
and aggression that continues to dominate in the 
wake of sexual violence and abuse. This is vital to 
any hope of us realizing true community in our 
struggle, and I'm eager to see our communities 
continue to do this much-needed work. 

In the eight months before ze's death, Yareak 
lived in Maine and worked at both a teen run- 
away shelter and a domestic violence shelter. 
This loud, Jewish, anarcho-feminist, radical 
genderqueer tranny will be deeply missed by 
many. Goodbye, dear friend. 
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Armed with Visions 


Spanish on My Mind 


Sit mountain side 
in a glade now 

expanded to be Cowboy Heaven 
Lot 1 


Gouged trees stand on 
side, molding in a pile 
streams trickle into 
pools in D9 tread tracks 
that supply the mosquitoes 
around my head 


A tall dead 10ft stump 
of ponderosa stands 
untouched, a memory 
of what once was 
the cloak of 

the peaks called Spanish 


Back on top, clouds 
shield the orb 
but slices of wavy 
light descend on 
pale blue peaks 


Stand on the edge of 
decimation 
overlooking a broad 
neon green valley 
spotted with dark 
pines, sun beats 
through clouds to 
cast a long shadow 
back from me 


Sit and watch 
planted on dry 
moose prints 


Look across at 
Earth's teeth and 
daggers encrusted 
in snow, down to 
lodge pole pines 
each an individual 
despite the distance 


Magnificent, drank 
two beers and spooked 
a buck mule deer 
it turns out I’m only 
popular with 
mosquitoes 


The wind picks 
up solving the 
mosquito problem 


Climb upwards 
past yellow behemoths 
engine and gas compartments 
locked upon inspection 


Wait now for 
the sun to set 
one more time 
feeling I am at a 
fleeting 
home 


Two woodpeckers sing 
and make what I 
wish I was doing 
now in nature to 
the rhythmic grind of 
pine against pine 


Send poems to: Warrior Poets Society, 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 
All rights reserved to the authors 


-Anders Carlson 
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Obsidian Trail 


She Wore a Housedress to the Rodeo 

There was no one she wanted to impress 
Not any more. 

Gone were the days of petticoats 
Fancy boots 
And cowboy hats 

Emblazoned with red rhinestone roses 
He left her 

Not the get up and go sorta leavin' 

But the lay down and die sorta leavin' 

Which is the worse kinda leavin' of all 
Cause there's no coming back. 

They said it was cancer 

She knew it was justice 

For years of pumping poison into the ground 

Fighting back nature 

One... crop... at a time 

He always said the bugs would be the death of him 

She knew he was right.... the first time he said it. 

Cause nobody can lay down a toxic legacy 
Without feeling its sting. 

She wore a housedress to the rodeo 


— Robert T. Nanninga 



Fist-sized jewels 
Shiny smooth and ridge sharp 
Hand-sized taumb-hold scrapers 
Hammers, 

Tools from the older, lasting culture 
That cleaved to this land. 

Three loons on the lake 
Vocalizing the wildness in our hearts, 

Running across the water 
Wings waving, beaks aflutter 
Without becoming airborne, 

Instead submerging for a slippery fish. 

"Wild elk tense when they see you" 

Eyes, nostrils freeze 

Til they bolt like lightning. 

Thirteen year-old lodgepoles 
Cluster like kindergartners 
On the hillside that is their future. 

Burned trees still coming down in strains of wind, 
Charcoal logs sealed shiny 
Reflecting off the tales of obsidian. 

— -Jenny McBride 


Six Miles from Alaska 

Speeding, spaced out, brains in hibernation, 
Their jaded eyes see a starved lynx stalk 
And grab a grouse, scatter 
Bloody feathers on the snow. 

The in-flight nature flick ends, and 
They begrudge the minutes they must kill 
Until the next entertainment: lunch. 

Predators but impatient, they need action. 

Bored, they look out and down 
Through tiny window rectangles 
At something that for most of them 
Is even more surreal than movies: 

The endless, silent, waiting wilderness, 

Passing slowly far below, each white fang 
Different from the rest, licked by rough green 
Tongues of tamarack and spruce in the valleys. 

With a shiver and a shudder they pull down 
Plastic window covers, unsnap trays as lunch 
Is served on yet more grey smooth rectangles. 
The pilot announces the weather is perfect 
In Tokyo, their destination. They gnaw 
And rip their perfect squares of half-thawed 
Chicken, moment by moment 
Roaring farther from Alaska. 

— Richard Arnold 
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by Patrick Reinsborough 

Anarchy in the Age of Dinosaurs, by 
Curious George Brigade, Crimethlnc., 2003. 

This little book is more of what we've 
come to love and expect from the 
Crimethlnc. moniker — poetic revolu- 
tionary propaganda that makes anar- 
chy accessible, inviting and romantic, 
while poking into some of the big ques- 
tions that face radicals of all stripes. As 
books go, it is a quick read with funny 
illustrations and well worth an after- 
noon of your busy life. The authors 
describe the book as "our broadside 
for anarchy today." To their credit, 
they do a good job of transcending the 
ideological clunkiness and self- 
marginalizing jargon that many people 
associate with anarchists. 

The book is written in the spirit of 
previous Crimethlnc. publications, as a 
passionate seduction intended to ac- 
tively liberate our imaginations and expand qur vision of 
what is possible. It urges us to forget the Spanish Civil War 
and other fossilized anarcho-lore in favor of creating our 
own contemporary "heroic communities" that actualize 
the utopian ideals of anarchism today — no\y!;r-4ipqur own 
lives. Likewise the authors' humble, semi-anonymous style 
constantly reminds us — without being preachy — that it is 
we, the readers, who must be the agents of change. No 
brilliant author, super activist or self-appointed move- 
ment leader is going to save us. 

But there is much more to Anarchy in the Age of Dino- 
saurs than just inspiring rhetoric. It is 
also filled with pragmatic organizing 
suggestions, gems of lost radical his- 
tory and important analysis. It has 
plenty of thoughtful contributions 
on nuts and bolts issues like organiz- 
ing structures, race, privilege and 
even a surprisingly interesting sec- 
tion on mutiny. 

One of the book's main arguments 
is against the "dream of mass" — the 
hierarchical and homogenizing ten- 
dencies of the dinosaurs that the 
book's title refers. These dinosaurs 
are not only Capitalist-Rex, State- 
asaurus and Multinational Business- 
saur but also lefty mass movements. 

These critiques have value and are 
worth reading, although those from a 
more traditional organizing back- 
ground might raise a skeptical eye- 
brow in a few places. In particular, 
some of the sweeping attacks on coa- 
lition work, the not fully successful 
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effort to reclaim "chaos" (perhaps com- 
plexity might have been a better word 
choice?) and calling today's traveler 
kids the "sociopolitical descendants" 
of the Wobblies!? (Let's see... the 
Wobblies hopped trains as part of the 
working-class cultural norm of their 
time while building a highly orga- 
nized, disciplined, anarcho-syndical- 
ist union compared to today's traveler 
kids who hop trains and... yah). 

In general, if I had to level a criticism 
at the book it would be to say it suffers 
from a somewhat unexamined tension 
between making mass change and small 
group radical organizing. The authors 
are obviously wary of mere lifestyle- 
based resistance, but their vision of 
how we can reject mass movements 
and still avoid becoming ghettoized 
subcultures is unclear. 

But hey, who wants to read a book 
where you agree with everything? I'm 
sure the authors would be the first to be appalled if you 
uncritically swallowed all of their opinions. 

Ultimately, you should read Anarchy in the Age of Dino- 
saurs because it will remind you (even if you haven't 
forgotten) that struggle should be joyous and resistance 
creative. The book is not only thought provoking and 
poetic, but it eloquently lives up to its authors' intentions 
to be both "a love letter" and, most importantly, "a dare." 

For more information, visit www.ageofdinosaurs.net. 

Patrick Reinsborough works with the smartMeme Strategy 
and Training Project. 
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We live in an age of dinosaurs. All 
around us enormous social, eco- 
nomic and political behemoths 
lumber through destroyed environ- 
ments, casting life-threatening shad- 
ows over the entire planet. There is 
a titanic struggle taking place in our 
communities as Capitalist-Rex and 
State-asaurus struggle to fill their 
bellies with more resources and 
power while fending off the claws of 
competing species, such as the newly 
savage Pterror-dactyls. The battle 
between these giants is terrible and 
rages on, but it cannot last. Evolu- 
tion is against these doomed ty- 
rants. Already their sun is dimming, 
and the bright eyes of others gleam 


in the darkness, demanding some- 
thing else. 

Not all of these eyes are much differ- 
ent from the struggling reptilian over- 
lords that currently dominate the 
globe. They have inspired smaller 
dinosaurs waiting their turn for do- 
minion. These smaller ones are the 
fossilized ideologies of the Left. De- 
spite alluring promises, they offer only 
a cuddlier version of the current sys- 
tem and in the end are no more liber- 
ating than the larger masters, such as 
the "socialist" governments of West- 
ern Europe. Their talons maybe smaller 
and their teeth not as sharp, but their 
appetite and methods are the same as 
their larger kin. They long for mass: 



ANARCHY 
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by Public 

The Fourth World War, a 76-minute documentary directed 
by Richard Rowley and Jacqueline Soohen, Big Noise Tactical 
Media, 2004. 

A war without a battlefield, without an enemy. A war 
that is everywhere. A thousand civil wars. A war without 
end. The war for capital and for empire is raging every- 
where, on every front. It is a war for the consolidation of 
riches at any cost. The narrator intones this mantra, and 
this film aims to prove it true. 

Covering the recent history of the anti-globalization, anti- 
empire, equality and- labor struggles, The Fourth World War 
spans five continents. It aims at a broad audience, and the 
film is suitable for those who are not necessarily educated 
about globalization or even aware of its existence. 

At its start, the film refers to the cooperative political, 
military, industrial dictatorship of the world as a system of 
terrible violence, and it documents the ongoing resistance. 
The overriding idea in The Fourth World War is the connec- 
tion between struggles in Argentina, South Africa, Pales- 
tine, South Korea and Mexico. 

In Chiapas, we see Zapatistas protesting a military base. 
They enter and proceed to shut it down. In Argentina, 
there is the revolution of December 2003. During the 
failing of the economy, men and women dressed in 
business suits are smashing ATMs. In South Africa, we 


witness thousands as they march and dance, first for the 
end of racism and then again against the private takeover 
of their lands. The film visits South Korea during the 
Korean Confederation of Trade Union's strike involving 
12 million workers. 

The film's attempt to include the Palestinian conflict 
may be its 'Only real stretch. The inclusion might make 
sense to those involved in and educated about the intrica- 
cies of the conflict in Palestine, but for most it will likely 
seem the wild card. Palestine is popularly considered a 
religious or ethnic conflict, which may marginalize the 
other issues covered by the film. 

Set to an -inspiring soundtrack, the filmmakers effec- 
tively utilizefthe popular method of editing — flashing 
from scene ‘to scene and skipping from one issue to 
another— to hold with people's short attention span in 
today's day and age. 

As The Fourth World War makes its US debut this Spring, 
we can hope for its success on the edge of the mainstream 
and that it inight inspire others to begin to look at the 
world outsidfe of their own borders. Watch for April show- 
ings in th'e Sdtithwest, Texas, the Northeast and Midwest. 

For more information, visit www.bignoisefilms.com. 

Public is a humyn of the mountainous type. He likes to 
research ethnogens, emulate wolves, sleep all day and eat your 
trash. You can find him wherever the people are fighting and the 
sun is shining. Death to civilization. 


the eternal dream of the child to be 
mass-ive. They believe if they can reach 
enough mass — through parties, orga- 
nizations and movements — then they 
can challenge the master dinosaurs 
and tear power away from them. 

In the cool shadows of the night, in 
the treetops of forgotten forests and 
in the streets of devastated cities, there 
are still other eyes. Quick eyes and 
slender bodies fed on hope; eyes that 
gleam with the possibility of inde- 
pendence. These small creatures live 
in the periphery, in the footsteps and 
shadows of dinosaurs. Their ears do 
not respond to the call of the smaller 
dinosaurs who want to consume them 
and create "one big dinosaur" to usurp 
all others. These small, warm-blooded 
creatures are many and varied, living 
on the discarded abundance of the 


world that the dinosaurs, in their ar- 
rogance, trample over. They scheme 
together in the shadows and dance 
while the exhausted giants sleep. They 
build and create, find new ways to 
live and rediscover forgotten ones, 
confident that the tyranny will end. 

We know that this draconian reign 
will not last forever. Even the dinosaurs 
know their age must end: the meteor 
will surely hit. Whether by the work of 
the curious, warm-blooded ones or by 
some unknown catastrophe, the bad 
days of gargantuan, reptilian authority 
will end. The drab uniform of armored 
scales will be replaced with a costume 
of feathers, fur and supple skin of a 
million hues. This is anarchy in the age 
of dinosaurs. 

Excerpted from Anarchy in the Age of 
Dinosaurs by the Curious George Brigade. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 



Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary 
according to individual prisons. Before send- 
ing monetary donations, books or packages, 
ask prisoners what the regulations are. As- 
sume that the authorities read everything 
you write to a prisoner. The following list is 
a small sample of the total number of politi- 
cal prisoners worldwide. The EF! Journal 
offers discounted subscriptions for prison- 
ers. Please contact us for more information. 

Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Native Youth Movement warrior 
Hawk was taken captive in November 
and held in a Philadelphia county jail on 
charges of breach of probation. Hawk 
was unable to meet the conditions of his 
probation, as he was actively standing in 
defense of traditional lands threatened 
by massive exploitation and destruction. 
To donate to Hawk's legal defense 
or for more information, contact 
nymcommunications@hotmail.com. 

•On January 23, Betty Krawczyk was 
released from jail on compassionate 
grounds so that she could visit her son 
who has been diagnosed with cancer. 
Krawczyk was serving 10 months for 
participation in a logging blockade on 
Vancouver Island, Canada. 

•Helen Woodson is to be released 
March 9. She will have 72 hours unsu- 
pervised before she is required to turn 
herself in at a probation office in 
Kansas City, Missouri. Woodson was 
serving 27 years for disarming a 
Minuteman II missile silo with a jack- 
hammer, mailing warning letters to 
officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire 0X6 OPZ, 
UK. Serving 10 years for attacking the 


There Are Mo Bars 
Strong Enough, 

Nor Walls Thick 
Enough, To Cage 
The Love We 
Carry In Our 

HEARTS 

managing director of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS), rescuing 600 guinea 
pigs from a lab supplier and planting 
incendiary devices under slaughter- 
house vehicles. 

•Benjamin Persky, #03R3916, 
Lakeview Shock Correctional Facility, 
POB T, Brocton, NY 14716-0679, USA. 
Serving up to six years for property 
destruction at the homes of multiple 
HLS affiliates. Please send only letters 
and photos. 

•Rae Schilling, GN6613, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester S022 
5DF, UK. Serving four-and-a-half years 
for harassment of HLS shareholders. 

Ecodefense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl was worse than 
the government reported. 

•Marco Camenish, Homlistrasse 55, 
8330 Pfaffikon/ZH, Switzerland. Serving 
10 years for using explosives to target 
nuclear facility powerlines. He reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque. Apdo. 250, 
3 1080-Irunez Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. 
Serving nearly five years for sabotaging 
a dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half 
years for conspiracy to commit arson 
and possession of incendiary devices to 
destroy SUVs. 


Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909-051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048, USA. Serving 80 years for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, 
escape and bank robbery. Chubbuck 
tunneled money that he stole from banks 
to the Zapatista Army of National Lib- 
eration in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Movement 
activist, is serving life in prison after 
being framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 1 00 
years each. Although many of the MOVE 
prisoners are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Sherman Austin, #51565-054, FCI 
Tucson, 8901 S Wilmot Rd, Tucson, AZ 
85706, USA. Serving one year for main- 
taining a website that contained links to 
information on how to make explosives. 

•Thomas "JJ" Hicks, McDowell County 
Jail, 593 Spaulding Rd, Marion, NC 28752, 
USA. Currently facing marijuana and 
weapons charges. The FBI has tried to 
link Hicks, a longtime Earth Firstler, to 
various Earth Liberation Front actions. 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90521, A-5-248 
UP, Centinella State Prison, POB 901, 
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Imperial, CA 92251, USA. Lamont, an 
Earth Firstler, is serving three years for 
possession of an incendiary device. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at a 
cop at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action 
in Eugene, Oregon. 

• Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1500 
W Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end of US 
military maneuvers on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Actions taken 


during a victory celebration led to the arrest 
and conviction of several activists, who 
were charged with conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. Although they share the 
same address, they must be written to sepa- 
rately: MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico 00922-2147. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069. Serv- 
ing two years and nine months. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069. 
Serving five years. 

•Nestor de Jesus Guishard, #21716- 
069. Serving one year and two months. 

Prisoner Support Groups^ 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org . — i 

•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Net- 
work, 818 SW Third Ave, PMB 354, 
Portland, OR 97204. 

•Books Through Bars, 4722 Baltimore 
Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143; 


www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440; 
www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin 
St, Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440. 

•Friends of Free, www.freefreenow.org. 

•North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group, POB 69597, 
5845 Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3, Canada. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, 
POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At- 
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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Writing to Prisoners: The First Letter 


One major hurdle that keeps people from supporting 
prisoners is intimidation about writing for the first time. 
It can be hard to write a letter to someone you don't 
know. People often find that they don't know what to 
write, or they feel that there are things they can't write 
because prison authorities will read a prisoner's mail. 
Others think that prisoners either won't be interested in 
what they have to say or won't want to hear about things 
happening on the outside. The following are some sug- 
gestions to help you write that first letter. 

First Things First 

Some prisons restrict the number of letters a prisoner 
can write or receive, plus prisoners have to buy stamps 
and envelopes. So don't necessarily expect a reply to a 
card or letter. Prisoners may not write back or may 
take awhile. A lot of prisons allow stamps or a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to be included with a 
letter, some don't. 

Always include a return address since some prisons do 
not allow letters without one. Of course, it doesn't have 
to be your address. Keep in mind that letters also get 
stopped, read, delayed and "diverted." 

Writing for the First Time 

Say who you are, and, if it is relevant, that you’re from 
such and such group. It is better to be upfront about your 
politics to give prisoners the choice to stay in contact with 
you or not. 

The first letter can be reasonably short, maybe even a 
postcard. Obviously, when you get to know people better, 
you'll have more to talk about. 

Some people who write to prisoners are afraid to talk 
about their lives, thinking that this may depress people 


locked up — especially prisoners with long sentences. Yet 
a letter can be the high point of the day for most 
prisoners. Prison life is dead boring, and any news that 
livens it u^— whether it is about people they know or 
not — is generally welcome. Especially if you didn't know 
them befdrp they went to prison, they want to know 
about you, what your life is like, etc. 

Many activists have ideas about who prisoners are, 
why they're locked up, the system, etc. While it's good 
to have political clarity about incarceration and the 
nature of the criminal justice system, it is not helpful to 
romanticize a prisoner, anything they might be locked 
up for or their lives. They're people like everyone else 
and have strengths and weaknesses. 

Often, well-meaning people will write letters offering 
support or make offers to help out of good will. Unfortu- 
nately, most never follow through and build false hope 
in a prisoner. This is not fair to them. If you're writing, 
don't make promises you won't keep. Don't offer to do 
a support campaign if you can't make the time. Don't 
offer to send items when you can't afford it. Be honest. 

They're in There for Us, We're Out Here 
for Them 

For people imprisoned from our movements and 
struggles, it's vital to keep them involved in the ongoing 
resistance — telling them about actions, sending them 
magazines or discussing ideas and strategies with them. 
Use your sense though, and don't write about anything 
that is likely to get anyone in trouble with the cops. Some 
people will just want to keep their head down until they 
get out. 

For more information, visit www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk; 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 
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Call to Action for April 2004 Mobilization 
Washington, DC • April 22-25 

2004 marks the 60th Anniversary of the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). These insti- 
tutions and structures have designed neoliberal eco- 
nomic programs for more than 100 countries— the new 
form of colonialism! 

Help end global economic injustice driven by the 
policies and programs of international financial institu- 
tions by joining the movements and campaigns chal- 
lenging the IMF and World Bank's economic reign. 
Organize events throughout the year: speaking tours, 
monthly coordinated local and global actions, global 
justice film festivals, direct action, street theater, confer- 
ences and teach-ins, popular education, vigils and more. 

For more information, contact 50 Years is Enough, 
(202) IMF-BANK; info@50years.org; www.50years.org. 

International Day of Action Against Dams 
March 14 

Highlighting the 60th anniversary of the World 
Bank, this year's "International Day of Action Against 
Dams and for Rivers, Water and Life" will focus on the 
World Bank's legacy of environmental and social dev- 
astation, as well as the debt it owes to the millions of 
people who have been adversely affected by large dam 
projects. Actions will call attention to the Bank's 
recent announcement that it intends to re-engage in 
contentious water projects in what it refers to as a 
"high risk, high regards strategy." 

For more information, contact International Rivers 
Network, (510) 848-1155; dayofaction@irn.org; 
www.irn.org. 



Week of Action for the Buffalo 
West Yellowstone, Montana • May 1-8 


There were once more than 30 million buffalo in North 
America. Today, the Yellowstone buffalo herd is the only 
continuously wild herd left in the US. In the Spring, wild 
bison at Yellowstone National Park commonly migrate to 
the adjacent national forests of Montana where they are 
then hazed, captured and killed. The Montana Depart- 
ment of Livestock has spent more than three million 
dollars since 1996 on bison management operations that 
have killed more than 2,000 wild bison. 

Volunteers are urgently needed during the Spring at the 
Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC). BFC monitors the herd's 
migration, performs acts of nonviolent civil disobedience 
and documents all actions taken against the buffalo. Volun- 
teers are provided with housing, training and equipment. 

The Week of Action for the Buffalo is an opportunity 
for activists to gather in a concentrated effort in defense 
of the buffalo. 

For more information, contact BFC, (406) 646-0070; 
buffalo@wildrockies.org; www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 


Fourth Annual Do It Yourself 
(i Do It Together Fest 
Athens, Ohio ■ April 9- 1 1 

I bis year will be the fourth annual 
Do It Yourself/1 )o It Together confer- 
ence hosted by Positive Action. The 
festiv al seeks to promoteskillsharing 
wit bin our communities and encour- 
ageautonomous living, Expect work- 
shops on pirate radio, hike repair, 
tofu making, do-it-yourself dentistry 
and more. .Admission is free; food 
and housing will be provided. 

For more information, contact 
posaett" vahoo. com. 


Ninth Annual Bay Area Anarchist Bookfair 
San Francisco, California • March 1 3 

The ninth annual Bay Area Anarchist Bookfair will 
take place on March 13 at the County Fair Building in 
San Francisco's Golden Gate Park. Admission is free. 
There will be more than 50 exhibitors and fabulous 
speakers, including Starhawk and Agent Apple of the 
Biotic Baking Brigade. 

The Anarchist Cafe, an annual benefit, will take place 
the night before the bookfair. There will be a vegan 
dinner, spoken word, poetry, music, video and dancing. 

For more information, contact Bound Together Books, 
1369 Haight St, San Francisco, CA 94117; (415) 431-8355. 
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Anti-NATO Summit and Green Anarchist Gathering 
Istanbul, Turkey • May 20-22 

On May 20, a North Atlantic Treaty Organization Summit will be 
held in Istanbul, Turkey. There will be a Green Anarchist Gathering held 
simultaneously. Green anarchists and anarcho-primitivists from Turkey 
want to show their opposition to the techno-industrial system, civiliza- 
tion and all kinds of authoritarians through anti-system demonstrations 
and direct action. This will be an important place to meet, share ideas, 
skills and experiences of primitive lifestyles with the green anarchjst 
movement worldwide. 


For more information, contact veganarsi2003@yahoo.com. 



Global Days of Action Against Empire 
June 8-1 0 

In June, the reigning politicians and bosses of the world's eight most 
powerful nations will gather on the southeast Atlantic coast at Sea Island, 
Georgia, near Savannah. In response to the G8 Summit, activists are calling 
for days of decentralized and autonomous direct action against ecocide, 
capitalism, exploitation and empire across the globe. . t , ,-j 

For more information, visit www.g8resistance.org. 
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Invisible Networks Convergence 
Chicago, Illinois • April 16-May 1 

An opportunity for creating connec- 
tions between programmers, artists, sci- 
entists, musicians, filmmakers, activists, 
tactical media provocateurs, designers, 
architects, critical thinkers and culture 
workers of all kinds. Come together to 
share, communicate and organize. 

The convergence will feature work- 
shops on video production, publication 
and performance. Also featured will be 
documentary, experimental and socially 
relevant work by artists and makers from 
around the world. There will be the cre- 
ation of stickers, posters, stencils, murals 
and other graphic havoc as well. 

For more info, visit www.versionfest.org. 



The Round River Rendezvous (RRR) is the annual tribal 
gathering of Earth First!. The RRR includes workshops on 
important issues and campaigns, campfire music, perform- 
ers, speakers, networking and, of course, direct action. 

Come on out for an action-filled Summer on the East Coast! 

With the Boston Social Forum on July 24 and the 
Democratic National Conference in Boston, July 27, as 
well as the Republican National Convention in New York, 
August 29, the Maine-iacs would love y'all to stay for 
weeks of action and northeastern adventures before head- 
ing to Massachusetts. 

Head East — we'll be ready! 

For more information, contact maineef@yahoo.com. 


Earth First! 


§ Round River 

Rendezvous 

■ ■ m * v 

Maine! 

* 
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28-July5 


Arc you organizing an event that you think people 
around the world should know about? 

Send your announcements to the Earth First! Journal. 

Upcoming deadlines: March 1 • May 1 
Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
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I t-shirts, stickers, etc. 
radical & environmental 

My Other sTuTv. 

Was Torched by E.L.F 


NOT THEIR WARS 


peacesupplies.org 


No Compromise is dedicated to unifying the grassroots animal 
liberation movement by providing a forum in which activists can 
exchange information, share strategy, discuss important issues 
within the movement, network with each other in an open and 
respectful environment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of No Compromise contains the latest in news horn grassroots 
animal liberation organizations, Animal Liberation Front action 
updates, activist interviews, special focus sections, useful how-to 
information, and commentary. No Compromise is published 
quarterly and produced entirely by activists for activists. 

Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 Student/$20 Outside of U.S. 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infoshops. 


No Compromise 740A 14th Street #125 San Francisco, CA 941 14 
831-425-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.org 



covering communities 
of resistance 
for over three years 


MrTiiMa 


subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

PO 00x1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
or subscribe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org 


www.carbusters.org 


Concerned dingles 

links socially conscious singles 
who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide / international 
All ages • Straight /gay 
Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 


C A R Zsas’rvv.s’ 

Magazine and Resource Center 

Critiquing car culture, exploring 
positive alternatives and linking up the 
international activist movement. 


$30 year membership 
(4 issues + member pack) 
- other rates available 
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with the 

Earth First! 
Journal 
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AD KATES 

$100 * eighth page (3.5" wide x 2.25" high) 
$200 - quarter page (3. ,5“ wide x 4.75" high) 
$350 - half page (7.25" wide x 4.75" high) 
$650 - full page (7.25“ wide x 9.75" high) 

REPEAT AD RATES 

■\ purchase three ads, get the fourth ad free 
(does not apply to full page ads) 

^ Please inquire for upcoming deadlines 
and more information. 

collecti ve@earthlirst journal . org 


Black Cat Distro Is Back! 


ASHEVILLE GLOBAL REPORT 


Subscriptions: $40/yr. (52 issues) 
or $25/6 mo. (26 issues) 

Or return this coupon for a 
free sample issue 

Asheville Global Report 
PO Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802 

Name: 

Address: 




Wildlife Prints, Political 

"Art for Interesting Times" 
cards, posters, t-shirts — the 
Art you've seen in the EF!f, 
at the WTO, on t-shirts and 
at actions — is now offered 
to individuals, and at a 
discount to fundraising 
activist groups. Riverwind 
Arts, POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 
85610 asante@vtc.net or 
send $12 for 2 prints or 10 
different wildlife cards. 


Black Cat distributes tactical information related to animal liberation, radical- environmentalism, 
anarchist and anti-capitalist politics. Black Cat’s purpose is to spread information to activist 
communities because we believe in the axiom, "knowledge is power." 

Contact us for a catalogue full of books, 
magazines, booklets, videos, t-shirts and buttoryc... * 



Black Cat Distro 
POB 229 

Roberts Creek, BC 
VON 2W0 Canada 
blaekcat@resist.ca 


MONKEYS NEED YOUR MONEY! 

ill lU ■; ). 

That’s ricjht. In fact, they need $1 0,000 right away to 
purchas’e and paint the first Primate Freedom Bus. 

t ' Vf 

The 2005 Primate Freedom Tour will be the most 
visible and newsworthy event on the animal rights 
front. More and brighter buses, vans, and 
advertisements will assure the greatest coverage 
and impact possible. 

Help us expose the dark and hidden world of primate 
vivisection to the light of day - to the scrutiny of the 
publi^%^jfeto the embarrassment of the lawmakers 
who stealyour money to buy more and ever increasing 
excruciating experimentation. 

Give the monkeys some money today, 
or give your wages to the vivisectors forever more. 

Please earmark donations for the Tour and pay to: 

Primate Freedom Project 

P.O. Box 6219 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

|dress O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

ty, State, Zip+4 q Anonymous Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

1. Country o $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

iail Q Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # Exp. date 


Address 


City, State, Zip+4. 


Email 


.Country. 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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Earth First! 

Directory 


ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 
POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 
(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928)213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
smartMeme project 

2940 16th St Ste 216, San Francisco, CA 
94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 
FLORIDA 

Lake Worthless EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 


1 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 
MICHIGAN 
Massasauga EF! 

POB'44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
($1-2) 362-3387; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; onamoveearthlst@aol.com 
MISSOURI 

Confluence / St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
Wild Rockies EF! 


(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

NEW YORK 

May Day Infoshop 

151 1st Ave, New York, NY 10003 

(212) 777-8169 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; adam@wetlandspreserve.org 

NEW 1ERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

(828) 225-0814 

Uwharrie EF! 

4433 ELG Rd, Efland, NC 27243 
bison 1 2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo 
POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
OHIO 

Corner Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia Rising 
POB12583 Portland, OR 97212 
(503) 493-7495 


(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 



ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 
1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

IL 60622 
azone@azone.org 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Community 
Center 

3 10A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812)339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 46807 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Mass EF! 

takeaction2001 @hotmail .com 
Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 
POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 
(978) 688-3569 
MAINE 

People's Free Space 
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Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Mazama Forest Defense 

1257 Siskiyou Blvd #1158, 

Ashland, OR 97520 (541) 482-2640; 

mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
Katuah EF! /River Faction 
2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 
zorgonus@yahoo.com 


TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VIRGINIA 

Shenandoah EF! 

POB 1605, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia EF! 


POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 
Shuksan Direct Action 
sda@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 

2030 Harrison Ave #341, Olympia, WA 

98502 info@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
(307) 690-6961; 

teewinotef@wildrockies.org 
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International Contacts 

www.eco-action.org 



AUSTRALIA 
EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St. 
Laurent, 2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec 
H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURASAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn.cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK; 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk; 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 


mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
London Rising Tide 
62 Fieldgate Street, London El 1ES, JUK 
info@risingtide .org.uk 
London Earth First! 

84B Whitechapel High Street, London El 

0, UK; eflondon@ziplip.com 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Avjean Jaures, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel rechts, 

12045 Berlin, Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 

001 Bihar 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel-Aviv 61046 
972(0)3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
GroenFront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao 


City, 8000 
POLAND 

Citizen's Environmental Movement 
ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz 42 630- 
17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KYI 6 9Q 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 
SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136- 
56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 
IES Xelmirez 1, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 
Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 01248-355821 
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F! 

He's Working on 


BY Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

As the expansion to the PATRIOT Act is moving through 
Congress, what implications are there for us eco-advocates out 
there defending the wild? 

— Treesitter from Oregon 

Dear Treesitter, 

Court-appointed "President" George W. Bush signed the 
USA PATRIOT (Uniting and Strengthening America by 
Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and 
Obstruct Terrorism) Act of 2001 into law on October 26, 
2001. The USA PATRIOT Act (or "UPA" for short) passed 
Congress without any meaningful re- 
view by the House or the Senate. It is 
a sweeping law that has removed many 
civil rights once enjoyed by Ameri- 
cans and non-Americans alike. 

Among other things, the UPA 
allows the FBI to secretly peruse 
anyone's bank records while making 
it a crime for the bank to tell their 
customer the FBI has been spying on 
them. The FBI, Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco and Firearms and other agen- 
cies are also authorized under UPA to 
conduct "roving wiretaps." This 
means the government can follow 
and spy on a particular person rather 
than getting authorization for every 
phone number monitored. The FBI 
and the CIA can now share informa- 
tion, and the government is permit- 
ted to detain non-citizens for up to 
seven days without being charged 
with a crime (instead of the previous 
two day limit). 

Since the UPA became law, citizens 
everywhere have fought against it in 
Congress and the courts. In February 
2003, the public learned of US Attor- 
ney General John Ashcroft's plans to dramatically expand 
the UPA, and widespread outrage led even the arrogant Bush 
administration to scrap plans for a comprehensive UPA II. 
Last summer, Ashcroft's US tour supporting the legislation 
failed miserably, resulting in a record number of cities and 
counties officially opposing the UPA's intrusions. Then in 
early October, the SAFE Act, which would limit the UPA, was 
introduced in the Senate, joining other anti-UPA legislation 
already introduced into the House of Representatives. 

Most interestingly, on January 23, US District Court 
Judge Audrey Collins struck down UPA's ban on providing 
"expert advice or assistance" as impermissibly vague as to 
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the nature of the advice or assistance provided, in violation 
of the First and Fifth Amendments. Under the UPA, advis- 
ing a group about where to dig a well was treated the same 
as advice about where to plant a bomb. 

On December 13, Dubya quietly signed into law the 
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2004 (IAA), 
only the second time he has ever signed a bill into law on 
a Saturday (the first was an emergency bill in 2002 to keep 
the government running that following Monday). The IAA 
subtly redefined the term "financial institution" to now 
include airlines, casinos, credit card companies, insurance 
agencies, the US Postal Service and any other business 
"whose cash transactions have a high degree of usefulness 
in criminal, tax, or regulatory matters." That, folks, means 
any business at all. Under the IAA, the 
FBI can now ask for your records from 
anyone with whom you do business, 
and if that business tells you about the 
FBI's snooping, then the business 
could be charged with a crime. 

Does a judge oversee the FBI's spying? 
Of course not! 

Look for other frightening UPA II 
debris to show up in routine bills in 
the coming months. Some of these 
bills would: 

•Authorize government agents to 
seize any records or to compel any 
testimony they wished, without judi- 
cial review; 

•Allow government agents to deny 
anyone's release from jail for any 
"crime" the government says is ter- 
rorism related; and 
•Expand use of the death penalty 
for "domestic terrorism," a term so 
broadly defined in the UPA that it 
could include civil disobedience. 

What can we do about all of this? 
As always, start by further educating 
yourself. The Electronic Privacy 
Information Center's website, 
www.epic.org/privacy/terrorism/usapatriot, is the best one 
I have found. Next, this is an issue where we find allies in 
mainstream Americans. So you might want to publicly 
agitate against the UPA and any UPA II provisions. Fi- 
nally, you may want to follow the letter, if not the spirit, 
of Department of Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge's 
advice and conduct your lives as you normally would — 
don't be afraid, but be alert. Once we become afraid, they 
will have already won. 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, LLC, 
3430 SE Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214; blc@hevanet.com. 
Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the subject line. 
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Read the tale of the Biotic Baking Brigade, as t 
bakers and pie-slingers use their unique fo 







Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Abigail, Lenny, Maya, Samantha, Sprig, and Turtle, eds., 

Earth First! 24, no. 4(1 May 2004). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7199 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 


Buffalo Resistance • Eco-Defenders Arrested • Banning Biotech • Summer Action Guide 

Earth First! 

Beltane May-June 2004 The Radical Environmental Journal 






JOIN MILLIONS IN NEW YORK SAYING NO! 

www.RNCNOTWELCOME.org 







Beltane May-June20CH 


Innards 


Hungarian Activists Defeat NATO Radar Station 3 

Notorious Sab: Victory for Mountain Lions in Arizona 6 

Caltech Student Charged with Anti-SUV Actions 8 

FBI's Most Wanted Arrested in Canada 9 

The Long Road Ahead 11 

Taking a Stand for Treesitters 12 

Banning Biotech /. 14 

Evidence of GE Pollution Growing 14 

The Disappeared 16 

Buffalo Resistance in Yellowstone 18 


Tips for Taking on the Ku Klux Klan 22 

Blank Wall: Maine Round River Rendezvous 25 

Go Forth and Process: Ruckus Society Rethinks Its Strategy. . 3 6 

How I Became an Ecowarrior, Part II 39 

Behind the Barbed Wire with Sherman Austin 42 

Helen Woodson: the Truth Bears Repeating 45 

Global Days of Action Against Ecocide and Empire 48 

Strengthening Ties at the EF! Winter Gathering 48 

Reclaim the Commons 49 

No Logging for Parking Lots in Cathedral Grove 56 



Sections 


Fauna Cabala 3 


Dear SFB 4 


Bare Bones 

Blast from the Past 

Frontttnf.s 

13 

20 

20 

Environmental News of the Weird.. 33 

Armed with Visions 

34 

Ask an EF! Lawyer 

44 

Prisoners in the Struggle. . . . 

46 

Announcements 

50 

Subscription Form 

53 

EF! Directory 

54 


Survey and Manage Program Dismantled: The never-ending assault on ancient forests continues with the 
systematic dismantling of the "Survey and Manage" program, a provision under the Northwest Forest Plan (s eeEF.'J 
March-April 2004). On February 23, protesters descended upon US Forest Service (USFS) offices in nine cities from 
Eureka, California, to Olympia, Washington. In Portland, Oregon, several activists donned animal costumes as 70 
people gathered to protest at the USFS regional headquarters. Many people fear that the loss of the program is a 
harbinger of extirpation for countless rare and endangered species. 


Freedom 

in a Captive Land 


During the production of each issue 
of the Earth First! Journal, the editorial 
collective compiles a diversity of ar- 
ticles from around the world. When 
all of these stories converge, an inter- 
esting thing happens. A whole other 
narrative jumps out at you — a com- 
prehensive analysis of the plight of 
the Earth and its inhabitants. This 
issue, the story is 
about freedom 
and captivity. 

Earlier this 
Spring, Earth 
Firstlers in Tuc- 
son, Arizona, 
sprang into ac- 
tion after a long 
period of rest. The 
Arizona Game 
and Fish Depart- 
ment was at- 
tempting to hunt 
down mountain 
lions inhabiting a 
nearby national 
forest because the 
lions allegedly posed an unusual dan- 
ger to humans. The possibility of these 
lions being killed, or even spending 
the rest of their lives in captivity, fired 
people into action. 

Suddenly, subconsciously, much 
more was at stake. What does it mean 
for us as humans if our society cannot 
allow for wild places and animals to 
exist? What happens when suburban 
sprawl paves over the last forests and 
the remaining buffalo are extermi- 
nated? When, finally, there is no es- 
cape from the captivity of our jobs, 
our mundane lives and the unending 
strip malls? 

Our culture's obsessive drive to sub- 
due all wild creatures easily extends to 
humans. Within this issue of the Jour- 
nal, you will find the stories of political 


prisoners Sherman Austin, Jeff "Free" 
Luers, Billy Cottrell, Tre Arrow and 
Helen Woodson — just a few of the many 
people entrapped in the US legal sys- 
tem for stepping outside the box of 
dictated "normalcy." 

Why is speaking and acting in de- 
fense of wildness such a threat to those 
in power? Because freedom lies in wild- 
ness, and wild- 
ness demands 
taking action 
against the sta- 
tus quo. The US 
government per- 
secutes these 
people to set an 
example of what 
could happen 
to anyone who 
acts out. 

Yet, forced 
captivity has 
only served to 
highlight these 
individual's 
drive for free- 
dom. In fact, rather than the 
examples of defeat that the govern- 
ment wishes to scare us with, these 
individuals are pillars of inspiration. 
Helen Woodson would rather spend 
her life in prison and be true to her 
conscience, than be "free" in a soci- 
ety that will not let her live by her 
values. Despite serving a 22-year 
prison sentence, Free continues to 
inspire people to take action with his 
writings. What does it mean for those 
in power when their harshest at- 
tempts to subdue us fail? What does 
it tell us about the human spirit and 
that of truly wild creatures? 

We will not be extinguished. We 
will live with all our might, and we 
will win. 

— Samantha 
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auna C a & a f a 


by Faith Walker 


In springtime, invading aliens take 
control of bodies and behavior. The 
parasitic fungus Entomophthora 
muscae preys upon Dipteran flies, 
such as the common housefly. When 
a spore lands on an unsuspecting 
fly, it germinates, puncturing the 
exoskeleton. Tendrils spread swiftly 
through the body, consuming 
hemolymph (fly blood). 

One evening a week thereafter, 
weak and collapsing, the fly staggers 
to the top of a plant or windowpane 
under the control of its invader, 
where, belly swollen, legs locked, 
wings akimbo and mouthparts cling- 
ing, it dies. Three hours later, white 
fruiting bodies burst through the 
lower abdomen and upper abdomi- 
nal segments, creating characteris- 
tic stripes. Spores then shower forth, 
forming a halo around the deceased, 
and drift away in air currents from 
the advantageous perch. 

Males find this sexy. They're in- 
fatuated with infected females and 
enjoy elaborately courting and 
mounting dead, zebra-striped ladies, 
only to discover a short while later 
that they themselves are being 
penetrated. The fungus, it appears, 
bolsters or mimics female sex phero- 
mones, thus luring males and thereby 
breaching their amorous armor. This, 
then, is a tale of parasite propagation 
by absolute possession: behavior to 
position the corpse, and physiology 
to entice more prey. 



tti/Kigsrian Active Vofoati 

NATO IT Jar Station 


by Maya 

Mount Zengo, the 
highest peak of south- 
ern Hungary's Mecsek 
mountain range, is host 
to an array of rare plant 
and animal species that 
exist nowhere else in 
the world. This region 
has been part of the 
East-Mecsek Landscape 
Protection Area since 
1977, and it is coveted 
by environmentalists 
and local citizens who 
make a living from both 
eco-tourism and medical tourism. 

In 2003, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Hungarian 
Ministry of Defense laid out plans to build three wide-range, strategic radar 
stations in Hungary in order to fortify NATO's radar power in the East. Two 
radars would replace obsolete locators in Bankut and Bekescaba, while the third 
would be erected on the summit of Mt. Zengo. 

The Hungarian Ministry of Defense, in its efforts to carry out these plans, has 
totally disregarded the environmental protection laws of the area. A spokesper- 
son from the National Society of Conservationists in Hungary stated, "Deploy- 
ing the radar station on Mt. Zengo would damage an intact natural site and 
irredeemably jeopardize the welfare of local inhabitants in the long term." 

The Ministry of Defense tried to keep the public and local organizations in the 
dark about its schemes. Fortunately, environmental groups — including Civilians 
for Zengo, Vedegylet (Protect the Future) and the Pecs Green Circle — received 
information about the radar and quickly gathered into action. They staged a series 
of protests and direct actions in order to prevent any tree-cutting from taking place. 

On February 13, braving sub-zero temperatures, hundreds of people climbed 
to Mt. Zengo's peak to battle the assault on the mountain. Some activists 
chained themselves to trees, while others physically prevented tree-cutters and 
security guards from advancing up Mt. Zengo. When security guards removed 
one activist from a tree, others would jump in and successfully fend off any 
attacks against the forest. Police were unable to make any arrests due to the fact 
that these protests were taking place on private land. 

Time was of the essence, ;.s the Ministry of Defense's permit to ax the trees . 
expired on February 15. Protesters successfully managed to prevent any 
dearcutting from taking place before this deadline, and the assault on Mt. 
Zengo has ended for now. 

The defense of Mt. Zengo received an incredible amount of support and 
media attention. Environmental organizations in Hungary have been gaining 
strength and are achieving positive results. For example, citizens recently 
convinced the city of Budapest not to widen a road along a river embankment. 

Because of the environmental sensitivity of Mt. Zengo, there are regulations 
in effect until October to prevent tree felling in protected areas. The Ministry 
of Defense may still try to illegally cut down the trees this Summer and pay the 
subsequent fees. Environmentalists, however, will remain vigilant in their 
protection of this unique ecosystem. 



Back off Mt. Zengo: Hungarian environmentalists take on NATO 
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DearShitfer Brains: 


L ethers' to- the/ Editors- 

(300 wordy or lety, pleated!) 


EF! Journal Collective, 

Just wanted to send you a 
heartfelt thank you. A short 
time ago I wrote inquiring 
about the possibility of some 
free back issues since I was 
an indigent prisoner in dire 
need of some meaningful 
reading material. You re- 
sponded by letting me know 
that although you usually 
discount prisoner subscrip- 
tions, due to the fact that 
another prisoner recently 
donated a subscription, you 
were able to provide me one 
for free. This gesture was 
most greatly appreciated. 
Also, if possible, please relay 
my thanks to the prisoner 
who made it possible for you 
to do that. My deepest 
thanks are to both of you. 

In solidarity, 

— Mike 

Editors' note: If you'd like to 
sponsor a prisoner subscription, 
send a check, money order, credit 
card information or well-con- 
cealed cash to the EF! Journal 
for $25 and indicate that you 
would like it to go toward a 
prisoner sub. If you are a pris- 
oner, please contact the Journal 
for details on obtaining a dis- 
counted subscription. 

Howdy Gang!, 

I've been away for a while. 
The last time you heard from 
me was from Alaska, during 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill and 
the troubled times that fol- 
lowed. I spent some time in 
Duke City, Ed's old stomping 
ground, visited the shrines 
thereabout, talked to some 
folks who knew him, absorbed 
the atmosphere of the place 
that witnessed the birth, and 
death, of "Jonathan Troy," 
and the genesis of "Fire on 
the Mountain." 

But in the end, I left. All in 
all, Albuquerque is still a 
doomed city in the desert, 
split in twain by the desic- 


cated remains of the Rio 
Grande. Peralta exists only 
on a sign soon to be dis- 
placed by rampant urban 
sprawl. Even Ed's beloved 
Arches, far to the northwest, 
have been paved and 
gentrified beyond recogni- 
tion. Time to move on. 

And yet, the bulldozers and 
bundlers rattle through the 
remaining forest remnants, 
road building continues 
apace, the earth-rapers recline 
at their ease in White House 
splendor and another spasm 
of patriotic excess threatens 
the future of.. .the future. 

It's good to know a small 
cadre of dedicated environ- 
meddlers is still hard at work, 
and play, in the forests and 
deserts of this once fine coun- 
try, and elsewhere. And to 
wile away the lonely hours 
chained to the stinking re- 
mains of industrial logging 
machinery, what better than 
a modest periodical docu- 
menting the lives and loves 
of the last free humans on 
the planet? 

Long live the Journal ! Earth 
First! first and last! Freedom 
and wilderness, that's our cry, 
uttered at length and vol- 
ume until the jackboots de- 
scend, finally and ultimately, 
on our necks. 

— Michael Lewis 

Dear yearning to be relevant SFB, 

Peggy Sue and Nonny 
Mouse are such wonderful 
examples of why Earth First! 
and US environmentalists are 
so irrelevant to world revolu- 
tion (change) and instead sup- 
port the enemy (see EFIJ 
March-April 2004). Guilty of 
ignorance or clever manipu- 
lators? They exhibit a deep 


lack of history/vocabulary. 
Eco-anarchists (whoever they 
are) are against any national- 
ism? The PLO, the Corsicans 
and the Basques are for devo- 
lution — they are trying to 
break away from larger na- 
tions — this is anti-national- 
ism! The heroic FARC and the 
IRA fight to recover land taken 
from them or occupied by 
imperialist powers. 

If there were any real envi- 
ronmentalists in the US, they 
would be down in Colombia 
fighting with the FARC to stop 
the US, the Coal and Oil Com- 
panies and the Colombian 
Narco-Death Squad Govern- 
ment from destroying the most 
biologically diverse country on 
Earth. Colombia has more bird 
species than North America, 
and most are endangered. 

But the greater tragedy of 
"Sue and Mouse" is their ob- 
vious Western, liberal and 
bourgeois (middle class) 
viewpoint on everything. 
They reject self-defense or 
any resistance other than 
their own ineffective efforts. 
They misunderstand Gandhi, 
who doubted that mass non- 
violence could work against 
immoral regimes like the Na- 
zis — or the US Empire. And 
they lack a basic understand- 
ing of strategy: how violent 
and nonviolent movements 
have always aided each other. 

Yes, we need more Kaczynskis 
and more revolutionary cells. 
We need to tie disparate 
struggles together in our minds 
and statements, because they 
aren't really different when 
viewed from outside the US. 
For billions of people, there is a 
global war underway by the 
Capitalist Globalizes and the 
US military. All struggles against 


these twin towers of global fas- 
cism — yes, even A1 Qaeda — are 
connected, vital, relevant — un- 
like Peggy or Mouse — or the EF! 
Journal. 

The Journal deserves its 
share of blame for the sorry 
state of education among its 
readers and its staff. On the 
other hand, it is just a maga- 
zine — there is no move- 
ment — the Carnival too is a 
con-job. What can a maga- 
zine trapped in a vacuum of a 
Fascist government and an 
ignorant public do? 

Sad is the land that has no 
hero — but sadder is the land 
that needs a hero. 

— Nassim Mobasher 

Dear Earth First!ers, 

If anyone reading this 
owns a car or truck, or uses a 
car or truck, I have a sugges- 
tion for a continuous politi- 
cal action. 

The faster a vehicle is driven 
the more fuel it uses, correct? 
What if all of us activists, 
inactivists, non-activists and 
sympathetic readers drove at 
the speed limit, or five miles 
under the speed limit? 

We would not only be sav- 
ing fuel wasted by speeding, 
but on a two lane road would 
affect other drivers to use less 
fuel. If people behind us race 
forward to pass us, more people 
would see our bumper stickers. 

We couldn't be harassed 
by the law because we are 
obeying the law. 

So I suggest to all of us who 
feel the need to own a ve- 
hicle and use it: "Leave ear- 
lier, drive slower." 

Thank you for your consid- 
eration. 

Sincerely, 

— Karen Hinderstein 
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California / Department of 
Corrections Joins Homelands 
Security for Ads Campaigns 


On February 14, the California De- 
partment of Corrections (CDC) unveiled 
the latest billboard alterations in its 10- 
year campaign against the state's most 
criminal advertising. Released for 
Valentine's Day, two rehabilitated ads, 
located in San Francisco, California, were 
presented as a gift to the US Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS). 

Since CDC's inception in 1994, the 
security of its facilities and the safety of 
correctional staff have been high pri- 
orities. Therefore, CDC supports the 
efforts of DHS to extend maximum se- 
curity throughout the US and to intro- 
duce the general public to the safety, 
efficiency and discipline found in 
California's correctional facilities. 

The billboards in question were ap- 
prehended, detained and released with- 
out incident. After a brief period of 
rehabilitation, one advertisement was 


discharged into San Francisco's 
Bayview neighborhood. A Spanish- 
speaking counterpart was released into 
the Mission District. 

The formerly criminal advertisements 
seem to have successfully readjusted to 
public life. Once touting the benefits of 
cold medicine to feverish insomniacs, 
these ads were corrected with assistance 
from Francisco Goya's Caprichos. The 
billboards are at liberty, but they remain 
under surveillance by CDC staff to pre- 
vent any potential lapse into prior crimi- 
nal behavior. 

CDC is a private institution operated 
by individuals who feel that California's 
correctional facilities insufficiently man- 
age the state's most criminal elements. 

For more information on CDC op- 
erations, visit www.geocities.com/ 
billboardcorrections. 


P.S. For those of us impa- 
tient people, this is a means of 
teaching ourselves patience. 

Editors' note: Contact the 
Journal to get our merchandise 
catalog. We sell a wide selec- 
tion of bumper stickers to meet 
your needs. 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

My name is Cassidy "Var- 
mint" Maddox, and I just re- 
ceived the Litha 2001 issue of 
EF! Journal as part of a free 
book package from "Bound 
Together" in Frisco, along 
with the current issues of The 
Sun, Anarchy, a copy of Turtle 
Island and the latest AK Press 
catalog. 

I've been getting very com- 
placent lately and needed a 
reminder of what it is I'm 
here to do. Thank you, 
brothers and sisters; for re- 
minding me, for without it, 

I might have never pulled 
my head out of the sand. I’m 
currently in prison for the 
next 6-12 years for a "social" 
crime, but was as active as 
possible in the Phoenix area 
while free. I'm currently in 
SMU one, which is where 
"dangerous" or "subversive" 
inmates are placed. 24 hour 
cell time, etc. I'm sure you 
know the deal. 

I’m writing mainly for some 
help in obtaining a vegan diet. 
By Arizona Department of 
Corrections (ADC) regula- 
tions, only medical or specific 
religious anomalies can result 
in a special diet. I've tried to 
have it changed on the basis 
of my moral objections, but 
that hasn't worked. The only 
religious affiliation that is rec- 
ognized as a vegan/vegetarian 
is the Seventh Day Adventist 
faith. If anyone could help, I 
would really appreciate it. 
Such a large portion of our 
food is egg/meat based that 
I'm losing a lot of weight. 

Also, I was interested in 
starting a campaign to get 
ADC to use more acceptable 
materials, e.g. recycled pa- 
per, options for inmates to 
recycle their own materials, 
a ban on animal tested/ge- 
netically engineered prod- 
ucts, etc. I've attempted to 


rally my fellow inmates, but 
apathy is rampant among the 
population — along with fas- 
cism and ridicule of any will- 
ing to sacrifice so our mother 
may reclaim her health. But 
if they were presented with 
the option of recycling, they 
would gladly comply, sim- 
ply out of the desire to do 


something different. 

It's hard here, but it is made 
doubly hard by being told to 
"shut your dirty hippy 
mouth" or "take that pinko- 
homo stuff somewhere else" 
when I try to get anything 
done for mother earth. If this 
is all I must endure to get 
something done, I willingly 


run headlong into the beat- 
ings and food deprivation 
that "trouble-makers" com- 
monly face. 

Yours in solidarity, 

— Cassidy Lee Maddox 
ADC #157399 
AS PC Eyman, SMU 1 
POB 4000 
Florence, AZ 85232 
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Notorious SAB 



Chuk’shon Hunt Sabbers: Too Legit to Quit! 


by Chuk'shon Earth First! 

We were preparing for the Spring black bear hunt sabo- 
tage when the word arrived. The Arizona Game and Fish 
Department (AZGFD) was planning to kill up to five 
mountain lions that were allegedly "showing no fear" of 
humans. AZGFD claimed that a full-scale hunt was neces- 
sary to prevent an "imminent attack." 

On March 10, the US Forest Service (USFS) enacted a 
federal closure around the Sabino Canyon National Recre- 
ation Area, a popular hiking spot in the Coronado National 
Forest north of Tucson, Arizona. There was no public 
input, no exploration of alternatives and no evidence of 
any real threat to humans. 

In the Sonoran Desert, like elsewhere, Spring has become 
a time of conflict between the native wildlife and urban 
sprawl, which abuts land that was still wilderness when 
Dave Foreman first hoisted a monkeywrench here 20-some 
years ago. Suddenly AZGFD, with the cooperation of the 
USFS, was launching a lion-hunting expedition in one of 
Arizona's best-loved parks, where native predators and 
other wildlife are supposed to be given a reprieve. 

While the Center for Biological Diversity and Defenders 
of Wildlife mobilized to fight within legal parameters, 
Chuk'shon Earth First! (CEF!) prepared for direct action. 
The energy in our community was frantic as we assembled 
a crew to go into the canyon on the first day of the hunt. 
Together, we burned white sage and prayed to the spirit of 
the lion as we readied ourselves for battle. By the stroke of 
midnight on that first day, an eight-person patrol was in 
the canyon carrying out reconnaissance and hunting for 
the hunters. 

CEF! decided on a two-pronged strategy: direct action and 
a media blitz. We had teams in the canyon every day and 
night watching for lion hunt activity and using masking 
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scents and lion urine — purchased from a dog training store — 
to lead the hounds down false trails. With video cameras, we 
documented and exposed AZGFD's hunting operation. We 
gave footage to the media and openly discussed our sabo- 
tage tactics in interviews with the press. 

We tried to balance security culture with a degree of 
openness about our tactics in order to educate and empower 
the public (and piss off the feds!). Given the haste of our 
actions, however, security was not practiced at the level it 
should have been. We used cell phones to coordinate drop- 
offs and pick-ups, most of us using our real names. Ques- 
tions arose as to how much information we should share 
with the media, especially when the audio tapes of Esquire 
reporter John Richardson, who had been following the 
campaign (and us), fell into the hands of the FBI. 

Yet despite our lapses in security, CEF! patrols slipped in 
and out of the park without incident on numerous occa- 
sions. One moment we may have been at work, in class or 
cooking dinner with the family, and the next moment we 
were getting dropped off at the edge of urbanization to 
begin a shift as hunt saboteurs. 

Our media work paid off. CEF!'s presence in the canyon 
earned us air time equal to that of AZGFD officials, which 
antagonized them to no end. We rallied enough public 
support to legitimize our guerrilla tactics while also creat- 
ing space in the media for an ecocentric viewpoint. This 
wasn't a lion problem, it was a people problem. Creeping 
urban sprawl is destroying the habitat of mountain lions 
who have been in the Sabino Canyon area for thousands of 
years. If anyone needs to be relocated, it is the people who 
live at the edge of development and don't respect the 
wildness of their environment. 

When we fliered at public events, people walked up to us 
and gave us money. An upscale homeowners association 
voted unanimously to support CEF!'s presence in Sabino 


photos by Karm Middleman 




Canyon. A pro-mountain lion rally in downtown Tucson We were winning. Mother Nature aided our disruption 
drew more than 300 people. The corporate media returned of the hunt by providing hot weather, which made it 
every call and provided us with new information when nearly impossible for the hounds to pick up the lion scent, 
they contacted us for comments on AZGFD's latest move. The AZGFD regional supervisor admitted that the agency 

After five days of searching for lions and a steady was "approaching the limit of its budget endurance." 
increase in public pressure to leave the lions alone, AZGFD Under the light of the moon on March 27, a CEF! patrol 
imposed a three-day moratorium on the hunt. The agency entered the canyon with one mission: to locate and disable 
then announced that it would no longer try to kill the as many of the lion snares as possible, 
lions but would instead imprison the animals at a private The next day, after nearly a week of intensive hunting, 
"rehabilitation" facility for the rest of their lives. Experts AZGFD announced that it was suspending the hunt indefi- 
considered this an equally lethal plan, as adult mountain nitely, without having seen a single lion. At a press confer- 
lions have not been known to live for very long in ence announcing the decision, the district ranger for the 
captivity. In addition to using trained hounds to find and Coronado National Forest also expressed disappointment 
tree the lions, AZGFD placed cable snares with battery- with the media for giving "eco-terrorists and convicted 
powered censors strategically along Sabino Creek. A heli- felons the level of credibility given to state officials." 
copter stood ready to airlift the shocked and tranquilized Are we celebrating? Hell yes! Real victories are too rare to 
lions to the facility. be ignored. But CEF! will not rest as long as AZGFD 

CEF! videotaped a military Black Hawk helicopter flying continues its war against the Sonoran Desert's native 
through the canyon. The next day, Arizona Governor Janet predators. The Spring black bear hunt is on, and CEF! will 
Napolitano, who had opposed the hunt from the begin- be there to sab the bastards! 

ning, forbade AZGFD from using military equipment in its For more info., contact sabthebastards@hotmail.com. 
war on the lions. AZGFD was then forced 
to hire a private helicopter for the dura- 
tion of the hunt. 

Not one environmental group endorsed 
the relocation plan. CEF! worked together 
with the Center for Biological Diversity 
and other environmental groups, support- 
ing each other's tactics and denying the 
media an opportunity to report division in 
the environmental community. 

Meanwhile, in the canyon, recent lion 
tracks could be seen on the trails. Hunters 
and their hounds, however, were observed 
following the fake lion scent laid by our 
crew. As the media continued to run the 
hunt sab as a top story, a news poll re- 
ported that 62 percent of the public was 
opposed to the relocation plan. 

The park was losing up to $10,000 a day 
in visitor fees, and the hunt cost an addi- 
tional $6,000 a day. Our presence in the 
park forced AZGFD to constantly reassess 
the cost-effectiveness of the hunt. Our 
biggest fear was that a territory-seeking 
young lion would wander down the can- 
yon and into one of the largest lion hunts 
in Arizona history. 

On March 24, hunt saboteur and media 
spokesperson Rod Coronado was arrested 
in the canyon, along with Richardson. 

Coronado's capture and arrest lent cred- 
ibility to our promise to disrupt the hunt, 
and it kept the issue on the front page. 

Resistance in the canyon continued, and 
AZGFD became increasingly desperate. On 
March 25, AZGFD officials physically re- 
strained and ejected the Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity's desert ecologist from a 
daily news briefing, right in front of a bank 
of television cameras. 
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"The helicopter hovered just above the cottonwoods; through its 
open doors were two Arizona Game and Fish officers staring directly 
at us. We instinctively ran down a small trail where, among the 
brush, was a steel cable snare intended for a mountain lion. I leaped 
onto the trap, ripping it from the ground as the spring-loaded snare 
caught my arm and was torn from its anchor on a mesquite tree. After 
disabling the snare, I hid in the underbrush while the helicopter 
dropped lower and lower, blowing away my cover with its backdraft 
and forcing me to run down the creek until an AZGFD officer drew 
his gun and ordered me to stop. Had 1 been a lion, it would have 
ended right there. 

"Another hunt saboteur in our group hid further up the creekside, 
while AZGFD, USFS and FBI agents combed the area. For seven hours, 
the agents searched the canyon, sometimes standing only a few feet 
from the cloaked warrior. When darkness descended, he fled to 
freedom and more nights back on patrol. 

"I was captured, but at least no mountain lions were." 

— Rod Coronado 



Caltech Student Charged for SUV Actions 


by Lenny 

On March 9, federal agents and West Covina police 
officers arrested William Jensen Cottrell for allegedly par- 
ticipating in a series of Earth Liberation Front (ELF) actions 
in southern California. On August 22, the ELF burned and 
spray-painted 125 SUVs at four car dealerships, resulting in 
more than two million dollars of damage (see EF!f Novem- 
ber-December 2003). 

"Billy" Cottrell is a Ph.D. student at the California 
Institute of Technology (Caltech) and an outspoken critic 
of SUVs. He is being held without bail on seven counts of 
arson, one count of conspiracy and one count of using a 
destructive device during a violent crime. The first eight 
charges carry sentences of five to 20 
years each, which maybe served concur- 
rently. The ninth charge, added because 
Molotov cocktails were used on some 
vehicles, carries a minimum, non-con- 
current sentence of 30 years and a maxi- 
mum of life in prison. 

According to the FBI, Cottrell was 
traced through a series of email mes- 
sages sent to the Los Angeles Times fol- 
lowing the ELF actions. The messages, 
written under the alias Tony Marsden, 
provided details from the actions in an 
attempt to clear Josh Connole. Connole 
was initially arrested in connection 
with the vandalisms and then released 
without charge. 

"The police have the wrong man here — 

I was amongst those responsible for the 
SUV attacks," read one email message from Marsden. "The 
FBI hasn't seemed to pick up on any of the clues, which makes 
this whole ordeal rather boring for us, the true culprits." 

When the FBI informed the Los Angeles Times that the 
details outlined in the message were accurate, details that 
had not been released to the press, the newspaper re- 
searched the source of the email. Soon thereafter, the Los 
Angeles Times informed the FBI that it had traced the email 
to a Caltech computer. 

University officials stated, "We have been aware that 
the FBI has been pursuing its investigation, and the 
institute has been cooperating fully." As part of this 
cooperation, Caltech computer specialists confirmed that 
the first email message was sent from a computer in one 
of the school's libraries. Further investigation revealed 
that six different computers in two Caltech libraries had 
been used to send email messages about the ELF actions 
to the Los Angeles Times. 

Caltech also revealed that Cottrell's identification card 
had been used to enter the libraries within eight minutes 
of the time when the messages were sent. Computer 
records showed the FBI that on 1 1 occasions, someone had 


been logged onto a Caltech computer on Cottrell's student 
account at the same time Marsden's email account was 
being accessed. Finally, a security camera recorded "a 
person resembling Cottrell" entering the Caltech library a 
few minutes before Marsden's account was accessed. 

Cottrell was first questioned by the FBI in January, but he 
maintained his innocence and denied sending the email 
messages. Days later, the FBI questioned Adeline Shu Ping 
Seah, Cottrell’s girlfriend and fellow Caltech graduate 
student. According to the FBI, Cottrell told her that he had 
carried out the ELF actions, but she had always believed 
that he was joking. 

The FBI claims that Cottrell confessed to other friends as 
well and that he confided his detailed plans to go on the 
run if the police started to close in. 
Cottrell's supporters believe, however, 
that these statements were coerced by 
the FBI. Because the FBI has targeted a 
non-activist community, Cottrell's 
friends were not prepared to deal with 
the pressure exerted by armed federal 
agents. The validity of all the FBI's claims, 
including those about tracing the email 
messages, is currently in question. 

"As Billy has always maintained, he's 
■§. innocent — all of that will come out in 
3 court," said a spokesperson from his 
f support network. "The FBI has become 
| desperate in its search for the ELF. It is 
jX looking for someone to make an ex- 
» ample out of. Billy is not fond of SUVs. 
That was all the FBI needed to warrant 
destroying his life.” 

Cottrell has pled not guilty to all charges. He is suffering 
from sleep deprivation and weight loss while in jail, and he 
has been denied confidential access to his attorney. He 
talks frequently about the support letters he receives and 
how much they mean to him. 

Cottrell's trial is scheduled to begin on May 1 1 . The FBI 
says that two other suspects in the SUV arsons have left 
the country. 

"These are very difficult cases to work with when it 
involves a group as vaporous and nebulous as the ELF," 
said FBI spokesperson Jan Caldwell. "They have the skel- 
etal structure of a slug. It's like herding cats or trying to 
shovel smoke." 

Donations for Cottrell's legal defense can be sent to the 
Free Billy Defense Fund, POB 3372, Anaheim, CA 92803- 
3372 (make checks payable to William Cottrell). 

Letters can be sent to William Cottrell, Inmate 
#0403300535, Central Detention Center, 630 E Rialto Ave, 
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0025. 

For more information, contact the Free Billy Support 
and Defense Network, freebillycottrell@yahoo.com; 
www.freebillycottrell.org. 



Billy Cottrell 
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FBI's Most Wanted Arrested in Canada 


by Tim Ream 

"In every deliberation, we must consider the next seven 
generations, not just seven generations of humans, but of ail 
species, of all life on this sacred Earth. May it stay forever wild." 

— Tre Arrow 

What does it look like when the Earth calls forth a true 
warrior to protect life? Maybe it starts with giving one's 
voice to the Earth, speaking truth 
to power, calling for an end to 
the desolation. After the words, 
one's heart might follow, really 
feeling the pain of a forest freshly 
cut, a species on the edge. Truly 
called, one's body is next as ac- 
tions align with beliefs. From 
then on, it is always a gamble 
that at any moment one's free- 
dom might be taken too. This 
has been the path for Tre Arrow, 
bedding down tonight impris- 
oned for loving life before re- 
specting the law. 

After more than a year on the 
FBI's most-wanted list, Canadian 
authorities have Tre Arrow in 
custody. They are seeking to ex- 
tradite him to stand trial in the 
US for charges that could carry a 
maximum sentence of 80 years 
in prison. 

My favorite memory of Tre 
comes from a bright July after- 
noon in 2000. Outside the US 
Forest Service (USFS) regional 
headquarters in Portland, Or- 
egon, a successful rally against 
the Eagle Creek Timber Sale was 
coming to a close. The speeches 
had all been made; the crowd 
inspired by radical cheerleaders 
and radical musicians. Happy 
with the turnout, organizers were 
smiling as they wrapped up and 
prepared to leave. Tre was still 
new on the scene at that point, 
but he was not so new as to be 
satisfied by a one-hour rally. 

I watchedTreashebegan, seem- 
ingly without forethought, to 
scale the side of the building. In a 
t-shirt and baggy pants, barefoot 
with pockets empty, he quickly 
gained a nine-inch ledge about 


30 feet above the street and called for us all to stay on in 
protest. I knew instinctively that he wasn't coming down 
soon and ran to get some rope." 

Within minutes he had hauled up water, food and signs. 
An occupation began on the sidewalk below. He lived on 
that ledge for 1 1 days, breathlessly speaking to thousands 
of people Who came out for the spectacle. 

I met Tre only the month before. I had stopped in at the 
Cascadia Forest Alliance office and found a man in a tie-dyed 

shirt with blue eyes and curly 
hair, both as wild as the heart 
inside him. Tre bounded about, 
an uncontrollable ball of energy 
wrapped up in an oversized phone 
cord. He was simultaneously 
greeting newcomers, answering 
phones and preparing a supply 
run to the Eagle Creek basecamp. 
Here, clearly was a man inspired, 
empowered and alive. 

Martha Aspy became a friend 
of Tre's during the ledge sit. 
"I've never met anyone who 
walks his talk like Tre does," 
she said recently. "It's how he 
has to live his life. I was always 
learning from him. He opened 
my eyes to so many things. 1 
lived in suburbia. I raised my 
kids. It was like I had been 
asleep for 40 years. Once your 
eyes are opened though, you 
can never go back." 

That energy of Tre's never 
quits. In fact, it multiplies. Tre 
has a way with people, which 
brings them into the action, 
into a new way of life. He 
found converts to raw food 
at basecamp. He recruited 
treesitters in the streets of the 
city. He even convinced more 
than 15,000 Portland residents 
in November 2000 to vote to 
send him to Washington, DC, 
as a congressman. 

Clearly, he had to be stopped. 
After the victory at Eagle Creek, 
Tre turned his attention to Or- 
egon state lands in the Coast 
Range. In October 2001, at a tim- 
ber sale in the Tillamook State 
Forest, Tre climbed a Western 
hemlock in an attempt to save it 
continued on next page 



"I am doing well and am grateful for the 
overwhelming love and support pouring 
in from all over the world. I have been on 
a hunger strike since my arrest on March 
13, which involves consuming only water. 
The two main reasons for this hunger strike 
are: firstly, to protest this incarceration and 
the lack of justice within the US judicial 
system; and secondly, to show a token of 
solidarity to all those suffering around the 
world as a result of corporate agendas which 
leave in their wake poisoned water, con- 
taminated air and lack of adequate food. 

"I have been a longtime activist for 
human, nonhuman, animal and envi- 
ronmental issues. My involvement in 
peaceful, nonviolent activism is well- 
documented. Any attempt to label or 
brand me as the 't'-word is only an effort 
to discredit my reputation and detract 
from the effective campaigns I've been 
involved with." 

— Tre Arrow 
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continued from previous page 
from the saws. Law enforcement and 
loggers teamed up to make Tre pay for 
his actions. 

Rather than backing off cutting that 
tree, they set up an around-the-clock 
camp designed to defeat Tre Arrow. A 
guard was posted at the base of the 
hemlock. The sheriff mounted a rifle 
with a scope onto a tripod and kept it 
trained on Tre for the bulk of the time 
he spent in the tree. Spotlights and 
powerful speakers were brought in to 
blast music and shine light through- 
out the night. Tre had no platform. 

He perched on a single branch and 
began to endure the onslaught. After 
nearly 48 hours of sleepless harass- 
ment, thinking he was safely clipped 
onto the branch, Tre nodded off. 

He fell 75 feet. Broke his pelvis, his 
collarbone and a rib, which punctured 
a lung. 

I saw Tre a couple of months later 
at a friend's house in Portland. I marveled at his recovery. 
Clearly, he had turned his amazing energy inward to heal 
his battered body. During his entire stay in the hospital, 
he had refused all medication, including painkillers. 
Unable to stop him, the authorities turned to more 
extreme methods. 

Back in June 2001, on the day logging season was set to 
start at Eagle Creek, a log truck was burned on the lot of the 
contractor who would profit from the forest's destruction. 
No one took credit for the arson. A few months before, 
several pieces of heavy equipment at a sand and gravel 
company had been destroyed. The Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) claimed responsibility. 

According to the FBI, Jacob Sherman bragged of commit- 
ting both acts of sabotage to his girlfriend, who then told 
her father, a deputy state fire marshal. With Sherman 
facing decades in prison and a pregnant girlfriend, the FBI 


Tre Arrow does yoga sun salutations on the ledge 
of the US Forest Service building in Portland 


offered a sweet deal. Sherman 
claimed that Tre was the arson ring- 
leader who beguiled him into these 
wayward acts. In August 2002, an 
indictment was announced against 
Tre. Sherman was given 41 months 
in prison. 

The FBI declared the ELF the 
nation's number one domestic ter- 
rorist threat and Tre Arrow their 
number one target. They put a 
bounty of $25,000 on his head and 
plastered his face in post offices 
around the country. 

In August 2002, soon after the 
indictment was handed down, a 
USFS research laboratory was 
torched in Pennsylvania. Several 
weeks later, the ELF claimed re- 
sponsibility with a message unlike 
anything previously written: 
"While innocent life will never be 
harmed in any action we under- 
take, where it is necessary, we will 
no longer hesitate to pick up the gun to implement 
justice." With this unprecedented threat of violence 
against people, the FBI put out a press release claiming to 
have spotted Tre Arrow in the area. To date, the FBI has 
not been able to prove this claim. 

Despite all of the money spent on Joint Terrorism Task 
Forces, US officials' efforts came up empty for more than a 
year and a half. It was Canadian authorities who arrested 
Tre on March 13, in Victoria, British Columbia, on charges 
of shoplifting a pair of bolt-cutters. After running his 
fingerprints, they learned his identity. 

We can speculate on the real Tre Arrow. Is he what he 
has always outwardly appeared to be, a forest defender 
with boundless energy and a huge heart on a path of 
peaceful resistance? Or does he have a side unknown, 
happy vegan treesitter by day, a highly effective saboteur 
by night? 



In The Matrix, Thomas A. Anderson escapes his cubicle, his white shirt, his tie and 


his dead end job, and he transforms into his true self — Neo. Similarly, Tre Arrow, 


while sitting high in a tree in a Cascadian forest, shed his original name and took 

v J 

on the moniker he has made famous. He so identified with his new name that he 


legally changed it in 2001. 

r a/ 

Tre, through sacrifice (sitting on a nine-inch public ledge for 11 days) and 


charisma, won over Portland, Oregon. He created an outcry that bolstered the 


nearly decade-long campaign to save the Eagle Creek watershed from destruction 


at the hands of the US Forest Service and Schoppert Logging. 


In August 2002, the federal government accused Tre of committing arson at 


Schoppert, and it began a campaign to destroy his good name. It used an old tactic, 


by lying about Tre's true name and feeding its own version of the facts to the media. 


From that time on, in every newspaper, television and radio report, one could 

Kk ..•A» m 

count on the reporter beginning the story with something like: "Michael James 

1 F JL f"L? 1 

Scarpitti — better known as Tre Arrow." 


Recall that in The Matrix, Agent Smith didn't say "Neo." Agent Smith only said 

P?* 

"Mr. Anderson." 

'(.Hr i • .«■ 

— Stu Sugarman 
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To my mind, it doesn't matter a bit. Tre Arrow lives his 
convictions and that meant he broke the law to protect life. 
Saving Eagle Creek was illegal. Protecting the Tillamook 
was illegal. If you break the law and garner increasing 
popular support, you are a threat to everything the state 
stands for. You must be stopped. 

So for that reason and a dozen others, Tre Arrow must be 
supported unconditionally. As far as I can see, Tre gives 
every day of his life for the Earth, so I'm calling on everyone 
to give a day for Tre. Here is my hope: that the actions of 
Tre Arrow inspire the support of one day of your life, one 
whole day. If you are a working person, that means you 
figure a day's wages and send it to Tre's legal defense fund. 
If you live outside the wage economy, give a full day's work 
organizing a benefit or spreading the news of Tre's case 
through every venue you know. 

The next step in Tre's legal battle is to fight extradition. 
One need only to look at Jeffrey "Free" Luers' sentence of 
22 years for burning SUVs to understand that there is no 
way Tre Arrow can get a fair trial in the US. Canada can try 
him for shoplifting, but beyond that he should be granted 
political refugee status. 

If Canada hands Tfe over to John Ashcroft's Department of 
"Justice," he will need all the help he can get. This adminis- 
tration is hell-bent on pinning the terror label on everyone 
from 13-year-old Afghanis in Guantanamo to Colombian 
peasants to anyone who stands up for the Earth. Tre needs to 
fight this case with all of the resources our movement can 
muster. "A Day for Tre" is a way we can all help. 

To donate to Tre's legal defense fund, make checks 
payable to "TALDF." Send contributions to the Tre Arrow 
Legal Defense Fund, 125 NE83rd Ave, Portland, OR 97220. 

You can write to Tre Arrow, CS #05850722, Vancouver 
Island Regional Correction Center, 4216 Wilkinson Rd, 
Victoria, BC V8Z 5B2, Canada. 

Tre has been on a water-only hunger strike since his 
arrest. He has been receiving a large number of visitors and 
heavy interest from the media. After activists in British 
Columbia held a rally on Tre's behalf, he was moved into 
solitary confinement and is allowed only one hour a day to 
stretch his legs. You can get the latest updates at 
www.portland.indymedia.org. 

Finally, I have no doubt that Tre will feel the power of 
your prayers for life and especially your actions for the 
Earth. If you haven't yet begun to give your voice for the 
Earth, your heart, your body, maybe today. 

Tim Ream is a regular contributor to the Earth First! Journal. 



The Long Road Ahead 

by Icarus 

Tre Arrow's arrest in Canada is really bad news, but 
sadly, it is not an entirely new feeling — and it is one we are 
going to have to get used to. These are some thoughts from 
someone who has been through this before— watching 
my friends get arrested and sent away for a long time and 
watching people forget about them. 

The arrests of Tre Arrow and Billy Cottrell and the 22- 
year prison sentence of Jeff "Free” Luers are evidence 
enough that things need to change. We need to learn 
and strategize new methods of supporting our comrades. 

There is a strong tendency in our movement to cheerlead 
actions, but when people get arrested, the energy is not 
always there. We all know that oft-repeated slogan, "A 
movement that doesn't support its prisoners is a sham 
movement,” but we don't always act on it. 

For example, some of the posts on the Portland 
Indymedia website in the day following Arrow's arrest 
focused on the manner that he was arrested and prob- 
lems people had with him from past campaigns. I kept 
thinking, "Is this really the most important issue here?" 
The point is, he could be facing a long extradition 
process and a serious amount of time in prison. 

Here are some ideas for the movement about support- 
ing people like Arrow, Cottrell and friends who get 
caught in the future. 

Don't claim that the accused is innocent on all charges 
unless they actually are. This is a tricky one; unless you 
participated in an action yourself, you really are not 
qualified to say someone is innocent. 

Form a tight group that will support the defendant by 
coordinating media work, legal defense, websites, etc. 
The group should be competent, committed and close 
to the accused. 

Have the accused state publicly who is, and who is 
not, allowed to act and speak on their behalf if that 
becomes necessary. When people get arrested for ac- 
tions, often people will come out of the woodwork to 
claim friendship or affiliation, as well as claiming to 
speak on behalf of the accused. 

Be honest about where you're coming from. Don't 
hesitate to abandon certain types of language if that is 
what you need to do in order to build a broad support 
base for the accused. It is imperative to get a base of 
support that extends beyond activist scenes. 

When someone gets arrested for major actions, there is 
a need to act fast. Set up a website, create a listserve, 
fundraise and find a lawyer that can meet with the accused 
right away. It is easier to fundraise for legal defense in the 
beginning than at any other time. Mistakes made in the 
first six months will haunt the situation as time passes and 
people forget about the case. 

We already have one of our comrades serving more 
than 20 years in prison. Do we need more? Now is the 
time to get serious. 

For more information, visit www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk; 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 
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Taking a Stand for Txeesitters 

Civil Liberties Lawsuit to Challenge Torture Tactics 


by Rebecca Smith and her team of 

EDITORIAL GENIUSES 

It is no coincidence that while Bush's 
"Shock and Awe" attack on our na- 
tional forests is amping up, John 
Ashcroft's "Patriot Act" Gestapo tac- 
tics pose ever greater threats to those 
of us who put our freedom on the line 
to defend Mother Earth. Rather than 
shrink away in the face of this intimi- 
dation, it is more important 
than ever that we strike back. 

When agents of the gov- 
ernment use cruel and re- 
pressive tactics against the 
people, they need to be held 
accountable. Civil lawsuits 
that seek to make law en- 
forcement officers person- 
ally liable for the inhumane 
treatment of activists will 
force renegade agencies, 
such as the US Forest Ser- 
vice, to think twice about 
how they respond to civil 
disobedience. Along with a 
fellow treesitter, I have de- 
cided to take a stand on be- 
half of all those who have, 
and will continue to, put 
their safety at risk in defense 
of the environment. 

Two Summers ago, Joel 
Wyatt and I protested the 
"Bitterroot Burned Area Re- 
covery Plan," which al- 
lowed for logging thousands of acres 
of forest that had burned in the wild- 
fires of 2000 (see EF!f August-Sep- 
tember 2002). The Bitterroot is part 
of a beautiful ecosystem in the North- 
ern Rockies, thriving with moose, 
elk, cougars, bobcats, black bears and 
bald eagles. This is a land comprised 
of tall ponderosa pines and Douglas 
firs, cool mountain creeks and clear 
blue skies. The wildflowers paint the 
blackened ground throughout the 
burn mosaic. It is a beautiful, spiri- 
tual place that deserves to be pro- 
tected from human greed. 


Conservation science is clear that 
salvage logging in places like the Bit- 
terroot prevents ecological recovery. 
To protest the fraud behind one of the 
largest timber salvage sales ever pro- 
posed, we decided to inhabit two huge, 
green trees on a proposed helicopter 
landing pad. 

For the first two weeks, Joel and I 
had a delightful treesit. We had mul- 
tiple visitors, and the Freddies told the 


press that we "weren't doing any- 
thing wrong," obviously hoping that 
the media would ignore us. Yet, the 
media didn't go away. After 14 days, 
Smokey decided that we had "over- 
stayed our welcome" by exceeding 
the national forest's 14-day camping 
limit! Joel and I patiently explained 
that we were not camping, we were 
protesting, but Smokey did not seem 
to understand. This led to some 
strained relations, and the Freddies 
decided that we were very danger- 
ous — in fact, we were breaking mul- 
tiple laws! 


All of a sudden, our platforms were 
illegal. Our traverse line and plastic 
rope were illegal, our presence was 
illegal, and our refusal to give up our 
First Amendment rights was illegal. 
We were placed under arrest, and an 
unwelcome visitor was sent up each 
of our trees. Finding us locked down, 
he proceeded to remove our food and 
water caches for the purpose of dehy- 
drating and starving us into submis- 
sion. Prisoners have more 
rights than this, and we were 
still presumed innocent! At 
one point, he even took 
his pocketknife out and 
started haphazardly stabbing 
around my legs to puncture 
the water jugs I had under- 
neath them. 

Next, the police and 
Freddies cordoned us off, thus 
cutting off our ground sup- 
port. They set up 24-hour sur- 
veillance, complete with 
floodlights, to cause sleep 
deprivation. This morbid 
death watch, waiting for us 
to literally drop out of the 
trees, was paid for by taxpay- 
5 ers at a cost of $1,000 a day 
| for a total of 14 days. 

§■ After six days, Joel began 
| losing consciousness due to 
3 severe dehydration and 
ended his protest. He was im- 
mediately handcuffed and 
wasn't offered water until the crowd 
became irate. He was taken to the 
hospital, then thrown in jail. 

I had more water available than Joel, 
and I was able to ration it out to several 
ounces a day for about 12 days. I was 
losing lots of weight and could barely 
move without extreme dizziness. I had 
set up a rainwater cachement system 
in the beginning, and on day 12, 
Mother Earth answered my desperate 
cries and poured down four gallons of 
water for me to drink with abandon. 

Now that I had an abundant water 
supply, the Freddies became "concerned 
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for my health. " They brought in a cherry 
picker and cut off the top 20 feet of the 
tree above my locked embrace. I was 
hoisted over the stump and taken down 
by the cherry picker. Immediately, I was 
shoved into a police car, without so 
much as a pulse check by the Freddy 
medic onsite. I was taken to the hospi- 
tal, then carted off to a detention facil- 
ity, where I was further harassed. 

At our trial, Joel and I were con- 
victed of resisting arrest, camping 
more than 14 days, maintaining an 
unauthorized structure and a Class A 
misdemeanor': intentionally creating 
a hazard to obstruct timber harvest. 
This charge, intended for tree-spikers, 
was added so that the logging com- 
pany could seek restitution. A logger- 
friendly jury convicted us in less than 
60 minutes. 

We were eventually sentenced to 
spend up to a month in a halfway 
house (which has been deferred until 
our appeals are over), more than 
$10,000 in fines and restitution each 
and three years of supervised proba- 
tion where we are essentially banned 
from our national forests and barred 
from First Amendment activities. 

Turnabout is fair play. We will be 
dragging the Freddies to court this 
Summer. We intend to sue all of the 
eligible law enforcement officers and 
forest officials who contributed to 


the use of torture tactics against us. 
Depriving detainees of the basic ne- 
cessities of life is considered cruel and 
unusual punishment, dating back to 
when jailers in the deep South threw 
convicts into solitary confinement 
with only bread and water. A forest 
defense lawyer in Missoula, Montana, 
has agreed to make this a test case for 
the rights of treesitters everywhere. 

We need your help! We're estab- 
lishing a "Tree Sitter Legal Defense 
Fund" to help us fight what promises 
to be a complicated and challenging 
legal case. We also need to hear from 
any other treesitters out there with 
similar stories. 

Let's band together and send a pow- 
erful message to law enforcement: 
There will be personal and legal conse- 
quences to pay for your blatant disre- 
gard of basic human rights! 

Please help us win this struggle! 

Donations can be sent to the Tree 
Sitter Legal Defense Fund with checks 
made payable to The Ecology Cen- 
ter, POB 7681, Missoula, MT 59807. 
For more information, contact 
wood@wildrockies.org. 

Rebecca Smith is currently serving a three- 
year, super-supervised probation period, in 
which she has to work full-time, pay rent 
and bills, is not allowed to protest indis- 
criminately, leave the state freely or enter 
most national forest land in the country. 


Recall Fails in Humboldt 

On March 2, Humboldt County 
District Attorney Paul Gallegos 
defeated the Pacific Lumber (PL)- 
sponsored campaign to recall him 
from office. Gallegos took over 
the district attorney post in Janu- 
ary 2003, after defeating 20-year 
incumbent Terry Farmer. 

One of Gallegos' first actions as 
district attorney was to prosecute 
PL for lying to state legislators 
about the Headwaters Forest deal. 
According to the charges, PL and 
its parent corporation, Maxxam, 
submitted fraudulent data to state 
regulators in order to get a higher 
rate of cut on their forests. This 
rate of logging has led to massive 
flooding and landslides, damag- 
ing salmon streams. The district 
attorney's lawsuit against PL is 
calling for a $2,500 fine for each 
"wrongfully harvested" tree. 

Soon after the lawsuit was filed, 
the Gallegos recall movement 
began, backed primarily by 
Maxxam/PL. The corporation 
contributed 95 percent of pro- 
recall funds. The public rejected 
the recall by 61 to 39 percent. 

Email the Forest Service 

In response to public pressure, 
the US Forest Service (USFS) agreed 
in December to drop its conten- 
tious plan to ignore public com- 
ments that are in the form of email 
messages and other mass mail- 
ings. Under the plan, which was 
proposed a year ago, anything 
other than "original substantive 
comments” would be dismissed, 
including postcards, form letters 
and other duplicated materials. 

The USFS plan sustained harsh 
criticism from the environmen- 
tal community for potentially 
excluding public opinion from 
the decision-making process. 

"We won!," said Cindy Cohn, 
legal director for the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation, a San Fran- 
cisco-based group that promotes 
online civil liberties. 
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Banning BiotecK 


by Abigail 

As biotechnology corporations con- 
tinue their offensive to control the 
global food supply, communities 
around the world are rejecting the 
empty promises of the industry and its 
threats to the environment, public 
health and sustainable agriculture. 

On March 31, German biotechnol- 
ogy giant Bayer Cropscience aban- 
doned its plans to commercially grow 
genetically engineered (GE) maize in 
Britain. Bayer's Chardon LL strain of 
GE maize, which would have been 
developed as cattle feed, was given 
limited government approval in early 
March, with conditions attached in- 
tended to protect the environment. 
Bayer decided that those conditions 
would make the crop "economically 
non-viable." 

Bayer's withdrawal makes it un- 
likely that any GE crops will be grown 
commercially in the United King- 
dom until at least 2008. In the words 
of Greenpeace International, "The 
only genetically modified crop to be 
given the green light for commer- 
cialization in the UK has been aban- 
doned by its manufacturer — before 
it was even planted." 

In the US, grassroots groups have 
recently achieved anti-biotech victo- 
ries in Mendocino County, California, 


and in Vermont. In both cases, 
agribusiness giants have been work- 
ing behind the scenes to squash local 
movements against GE crops, and in 
both cases, the groundswell of popu- 
lar support for banning biotechnol- 
ogy is winning. 



smartMeme's Vermont Gothic ad features the 
Monsanto logo and a " time-out " on GMOs 


Mendocino Goes GE Free 

On March 2, Mendocino became the 
first county in the US to ban GE crops 
and animals. Fifty-six percent of voters 
approved Measure H, an initiative put 
forth by local organic farmers. The 
measure prohibits the "propagation, 


cultivation, raising and growing of GE 
crops in Mendocino County." 

In an attempt to defeat Measure 
H, a Washington, DC-based coali- 
tion of agribusiness groups called 
CropLife America — backed by 
biotech giants such as Monsanto, 
Dow Chemical and DuPont — 
outspent the Measure H campaign 
by a margin of seven to one. The 
$300,000 that CropLife America 
poured into the opposition cam- 
paign was the most money spent 
during an election in the history of 
Mendocino County. CropLife's ef- 
1 forts were backed by California Farm 
° Bureau leaders and members of 
| Mendocino's agricultural establish- 
ment. Voters, however, supported 
^ Measure H's coalition of organic 
| farmers, business owners, wineries 
| and anti-biotech activists in de- 
! manding protection from GE crops. 

Els Cooperrider, a Ukiah business 
owner who helped spearhead the ini- 
tiative, stated, "This is just the begin- 
ning of the revolution. We're the first 
county in the US to prohibit the grow- 
ing of GE crops and animals — but we 
won’t be the last." 

The Mendocino victory is already 
inspiring others to organize against 
biotechnology in their communities. 
Groups in Humboldt and Sonoma 
Counties are preparing similar ballot 


Evidence of GE Pollution Growing 


The threats posed by biotechnology-based agricul- 
ture are becoming increasingly evident. Scientists in 
the Philippines are exposing the health impacts of 
living near genetically engineered (GE) corn, while 
the Washington, DC-based Union of Concerned Sci- 
entists has found GE DNA in traditional seed supplies 
in the US. 

Scientists investigating a series of new illnesses in 
people who live close to fields of Monsanto's Bacillus 
thuringiensis (Bt) corn in the Philippines believe that 
the crops may be responsible for respiratory illnesses, 
skin reactions and fevers. If confirmed, their research 
could provide some of the most substantive evidence 
yet of direct links between GE crops and serious 
health problems. 

In northern Mindanao, 39 people living near a Bt 
corn field began suffering from health problems when 
the crops started producing pollen. When four of the 
affected families left the village and recovered, then 


returned to the village and became sick again, doctors 
suspected an environmental cause. 

According to The Guardian, research in the Philippines 
suggests that "GE viruses recombined with natural viruses 
to create new hybrid viruses with unpredictable charac- 
teristics." In addition to the allergy risks posed by GE 
plants, these hybrid viruses could create new diseases. 

On February 23, the Union of Concerned Scientists 
announced in a landmark report that GE DNA has 
already contaminated the seed stock of corn, soybeans 
and canola. The seeds tested were traditional varieties 
that had no history of genetic engineering. 

Seed contamination by GE pharmaceutical and indus- 
trial crops was not specifically tested for in the study. 
However, scientists say that genes from these crops may 
also be contaminating seed stocks, which could introduce 
hazardous materials into the food chain and cause sub- 
stantial risks to human and animal health. 

For more information, visit www.ucsusa.org. 
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campaigns for next November. 

Unfortunately, the corporate back- 
lash has already begun. According to 
the Organic Consumers Association, 
biotech industry lobbyists are work- 
ing to introduce a bill in the Califor- 
nia Senate to nullify Mendocino's 
ban and prevent other counties from 
passing similar laws. Allan Noe, vice 
president of CropLife America, stated, 
"We don't want to see this pick up 
any steam. The activist community 
is well-known for championing 
causes and for going all out to fuel 
their beliefs." 

Victory in Vermont 

On March 10, the Vermont Senate 
passed the Farmer Protection Act, 
which would hold biotech corpora- 
tions liable for the contamination of 
organic or conventional crops by GE 
materials. The unanimous vote of ap- 
proval came after 79 towns in Ver- 
mont (more than one-third of the state) 
passed measures calling for a state- 
wide moratorium on GE crops. 

The Farmer Protection Act is one of 
three bills put forward by the GE Free 
Vermont campaign, a coalition of 
environmental and consumer advo- 
cacy organizations. If enacted, the 
combination of these bills would 
make Vermont the first GE-free state 
in the US. 

The Farmer Protection Act would 
protect farmers whose fields have been 
contaminated with GE material from 
being sued by biotech corporations. 
In addition, all seed contracts signed 
in Vermont would be subject only to 
Vermont laws. The bill is now await- 
ing action by the republican-con- 
trolled House of Representatives. 

On April 2, the House passed the 
Right to Know bill on seed labeling 
and registration by a vote of 125 to 
10. The bill, which 
provides a legal defi- 
nition for GE crops 
as distinct from tra- 
ditional varieties, 
would require clear 
labeling of GE seeds. 

The bill was passed 
by the Senate last 
year in a slightly dif- 
ferent form, and will 
likely pass again with 
little debate. 

The Time-Out on Protesters 


GMOs bill would impose a two-year 
moratorium on the planting of GE crops 
in Vermont in order to create more com- 
prehensive regulations addressing the 
concerns of farmers. This bill is currently 
on hold in a Senate committee. 

Together, these three pieces of legis- 
lation represent a real threat to the 
biotechnology industry and its con- 
trol over local agricultural markets. 
The bills have garnered widespread 
support among both citizens and law- 
makers, and the grassroots anti-GE. 
movement in Vermont continues to 
gain momentum. 

Brian Tokar of the Institute for So- 
cial Ecology states, "We've gotten as 
far as we have because we've focused 
on grassroots organizing. ..the more 
discussion and debate there's been, 
the more centrist politicians have 
come around." 

Community Power is Stronger 
than Corporate Coercion 

From California to Vermont, the 
battle to ban biotechnology is far 
from over. The biotech industry's 
efforts in both states threaten not 
just our food supply but also the 
right of communities to exercise lo- 
cal democracy. 

Citizen groups are outmatched 
by the biotech industry in both 
funding and access to lawmakers, 
yet these recent victories show 
that the power of organized com- 
munities is ultimately stronger 
than the glossy public relations 
propaganda of an inherently un- 
sustainable industry. 

For more information on the 
GE Free Vermont campaign and 
the Mendocino victory, visit 
www.gefreevt.org; 
www.gmofreemendo.com; 
www.organicconsumers.org. 



in Vermont march for a moratorium on GE crops 
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Europe Closer to GE Ban 

On February 2, the Belgian 
government rejected an applica- 
tion by German-based Bayer 
CropScience to grow genetically 
modified oilseed rape in Europe. 
Bayer had applied through Belgium 
for a Europe-wide license to grow 
the genetically engineered (GE) 
crop. The Belgian Government 
could only have forwarded the ap- 
plication to other European Union 
(EU) member states for a joi nt deci- 
sion if it had met European envi- 
ronmental laws. 

The Belgian government's de- 
cision followed the largest field 
trials of GE oilseed rape to date in 
the UK, which concluded that 
the GE crop is worse for wildlife 
and the environment than its 
conventional counterpart. 

While the Belgian government 
rejected Bayer's proposal for crop 
cultivation, it approved the same 
crop for import. The import part of 
the application will now be for- 
warded to other EU member states. 

Congo Forests Attacked 

Civil society groups in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo are 
uniting against plans by the World 
Bank and the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization to 
dramatically expand industrial 
logging in the world's second larg- 
est continuous rainforest. 

Up to 150 million acres, an area 
the size of France, could be threat- 
ened with logging in coming years, 
thus affecting the rights and live- 
lihoods of millions of Congo's 
poorest people. The World Bank's 
plans include a rezoning of the 
area and subsidies for the develop- 
ment of new forestry laws that 
would "create a favorable climate 
for industrial logging." 

The Congo's forests are home 
to a wide diversity of species found 
nowhere else on the planet — in- 
cluding three of the four nonhu- 
man great apes, all of which are 
critically endangered. 
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by Kim Antieau 

Thousands of people across this 
country are disappearing. And I am 
one of them. 

County, state, city and federal agen- 
cies, along with utility departments, 
railroads, farmers and local 
homeowners, have declared war on the 
environment — and on me — as the an- 
nual pesticide spraying commences 
with vigor. 

Every Spring and 
Summer, when Nature 
is at her liveliest, boys 
with their pesticide- 
laden toys do their best 
to kill her. Most US 
county and state trans- 
portation departments 
spray roadsides with 
herbicides from April 
through October. 

Washington state 
alone uses more than 
38 million pounds of 
pesticides a year. Add 
that to what every 
other state sprays, and 
we've got ecological di- 
saster — every single 
year. Cases of cancer, 
respiratory disease and 
multiple chemical sen- 
sitivity (MCS) are ris- 
ing to epidemic 
proportions, and the 
powers-that-be shake 
their heads and say, 

"Gee, I wonder why? I 
guess that's just life." 

In a recent two-year 
study in California, the Environmen- 
tal Working Group detected pesticides 
in 60 percent of the air it sampled; the 
detected pesticides are known to cause 
cancer, brain damage, birth defects, 
acute poisoning and other illnesses. 
Even when we don't personally use 
pesticides, the chemicals are brought 
in on our shoes, our children's clothes, 
our animals and through the win- 
dows. Schools regularly use pesticides 
both inside and outside of the very 
buildings where children sit all day. In 
most states, schools are not required 


to notify parents that pesticides are 
being applied. 

The Chemical Injury Information 
Network has determined that of the 40 
most commonly used lawn chemicals, 
36 cause skin and throat irritation, 21 
are linked to liver, kidney and nervous 
system damage and 12 are linked to 
cancer. A child's risk of contracting 
leukemia increases by up to 650 per- 
cent wherever lawn chemicals are used. 
Most lawn chemicals don't dissipate or 


breakdown "harmlessly." Instead, they 
filter into our lakes and rivers. Pesti- 
cides have even been detected in some 
of the deepest aquifers in the US. 

Knowing all of this, I don’t under- 
stand why people are not standing on 
the rooftops shouting: "I'm mad as hell, 
and I'm not going to take it anymore." 

Children, people with compromised 
immune systems and those with MCS 
are at the most risk when the annual 
pesticide-spewing binge ensues. I have 
to be careful where I walk and what 
roads I drive down — and when. I don't 


travel through agricultural areas dur- 
ing the Spring and Summer, and I have 
to call the county and state to see where 
they are roadside spraying when I want 
to go somewhere. 

Many researchers believe that the 
alarming increase in cancer among 
women is the result of the proliferation 
of pesticides in all parts of our ecosys- 
tem. Organophosphates, the primary 
chemical pesticides employed, mimic 
female hormones; therefore, some sci- 
entists — including Drs. 
Devra Lee Davis and 
Leon Bradlow — suspect 
that girls and women 
may be more susceptible 
to their harmful effects. 

The list of the horrify- 
ing side effects goes on, 
yet the use of pesticides 
continues. 

Participating in direct 
action when chronically 
ill is problematic. Often 
the people most aware 
of local pesticide use are 
the ones who are most 
harmed by it. Putting 
one's sick body in the 
way of a truck that is 
spraying pesticides 
could be suicidal. No 
- one should be exposed 
I to pesticides, but if 
5 you're already pesticide 
S? sensitive, you should 
i not be around a spray 
| truck or an area where 
pesticides have recently 
been sprayed. This par- 
ticular environmental 
issue is ripe for creative direct action. 

I tried to stop the roadside spraying 
where I lived. I started a group with 
five other women. Three of the women 
had been treated for cancer, and within 
two years of starting the group, an- 
other woman was also diagnosed with 
cancer. Two of us had MCS. 

MCS is a debilitating illness with 
symptoms including skin disorders, 
asthma, dizziness, loss of memory, co- 
ordination problems and chronic fa- 
tigue. It was first documented by 
Theron Randolph, MD, in the 1950s. 
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The medical establishment ignored 
Randolph's research and dismissed the 
symptoms of his MCS patients as psy- 
chosomatic. The medical establish- 
ment held this opinion for a number 
of reasons. For one, the rapidity of the 
reactions (instant nausea when en- 
countering perfume, for instance) 
didn't correlate with what they knew 
about immune systems. Except for his- 
tamine or anaphylactic reactions, the 
immune system generally works more 
slowly. Also, the majority of sufferers 
were women. 

The Western medical establishment 
has a long, documented history of 
dismissing and disbelieving women. 
For instance, take the case of the 
"downwinders." Women from St. 
George, Utah, went to doctors com- 
plaining of illness af- 
ter nuclear testing ip 
the area, and they 
were diagnosed with 
"housewife syn- 
drome." Instead of 
being treated for ra- 
diation poisoning, 
they were told to go 
home and tend to 
their households, 
maybe get a hobby. 

Since so many 
people are contracting 
MCS — particularly 
Gulf War veterans — 
research is increasing. 

Researchers now sus- 
pect that MCS is not 
an immune disorder 
but a central nervous 
system dysfunction. 

Several states have de- 
clared a particular week or month as a 
time for MCS awareness. 

When our environmental group of 
five women went to the county to try to 
get them to stop — or even to decrease — 
their use of chemicals, they refused. The 
county insisted that we had no scien- 
tific evidence for our claims, even though 
we provided hundreds of pages of docu- 
mented scientific proof. One county 
employee sent me "documentation" 
that MCS wasn't real. 

I'm not sure why people cling to 
their chemicals like some toxic baby 
bottle they're still sucking on — and 
making the rest of us suck on, too. One 
woman told me she had to believe 
pesticides and other chemicals were 


harmless, because the alternative was 
too horrific to imagine. 

Imagine? No need: Just look around! 

I feel like I live in a dictatorship where 
Nature and women, in particular, are 
hated. Except, here the secret police 
don't come in the night to take away 
our friends and family. Instead, we watch 
as one by one they are killed or disabled 
by cancer, immunological disorders, 
chronic fatigue syndrome, fibromyalgia, 
allergies and asthma. 

Twenty-five years ago, after endur- 
ing a brutal military regime in Argen- 
tina and watching their children, 
husbands, sisters and brothers disap- 
pear, the women of Argentina went 
to the Plaza de Mayo and stood in 
front of the government building. 
They held up pictures of their loved 
ones with the word 
" desaparecidos " 
written across the 
photographs: dis- 
appeared. Their 
courage, their will- 
ingness to step for- 
ward and say, "This 
is enough," was a 
catalyst for ending 
the dictatorship. 

Perhaps I should 
do that. Bring photo- 
graphs of all that has 
been lost because of 
the exploitation — 
the min — of Nature, 
and stand in front of 
the county building. 
Or the state capital. 
The White House. I 
could hold up a 
photo of the salmon 
that used to turn the Columbia River 
red. Or perhaps a picture of an Amazon 
rainforest. A frog. Passenger pigeon. Platy- 
pus. Snow leopard. Or maybe I would 
show a photo of myself before I was sick. 
I'd hold it up high, with the word "disap- 
peared" written across my chest. 

Would everyone finally see, before I 
disappeared altogether? 

Would they stop? 

Would you stand your ground next 
to me — on this sacred Earth — and say, 
"I'm mad as hell, and I'm not going to 
take it anymore?" 

Kim Antieau is a writer and a peace and 
environmental activist. Her latest novel, 
Coyote Cowgirl, is now out in paperback. 
Visitherwebsiteatwww.kimantieau.com. 
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Car Fast for Lent 

Several Lutheran and Catholic 
churches in Germany organized 
a “car fast" during Lent, which 
began in March, urging people to 
use alternative means of trans- 
portation. The car fast was "an 
appeal to all Christians to ques- 
tion their daily lifestyle and their 
relationship to the environment, 
in order to become inwardly free 
and independent," according to 
an announcement released by the 
archdiocese of Mainz. 

Traditionally, Lent is a time of 
sacrifice, soul-searching and repen- 
tance in preparation for Easter. 

Those Evil Greenies 

In January, the Congress of 
Racial Equality (CORE) hosted a 
conference in New York City on 
"eco-imperialism,” which confer- 
ence organizers defined as "the 
global green movement's war on 
the developing world's poor." Ac- 
cording to Paul Driessen, author 
of Eco-imperialism: Green Power- 
Black Death, environmentalists 
have contributed to the pain and 
suffering of poor people by deny- 
ing them "the benefits of geneti- 
cally engineered food." 

Driessen is a senior fellow with 
the Center for the Defense of Free 
Enterprise. A review of his book 
on the organization's website pro- 
claims that it helps readers "un- 
derstand why the environmental 
movement is engaged in the most 
appalling example of genocide 
the world has ever known." 

The CORE conference blamed 
radical environmentalists and the 
World Health Organization for 
the two million malaria deaths 
each year because of the ban on 
the chemical DDT. 

CORE was started during the 
civil rights movement, but the 
organization nearly collapsed in 
the '70s and was taken overby Roy 
Innis, who used CORE to advance 
the agenda of the republican right. 
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Buffalo Resistance in Yellowstone 



by Yote Risa 

The buffalo struggle continues in 
Montana. This Winter, the National 
Park Service has been awash in the 
blood of the last wild buffalo in the US. 
Abdicating its responsibility to protect 
the wildlife of Yellowstone National 
Park, the National Park Service has sys- 
tematically harassed, 
captured, vaccinated, 
confined, slaughtered 
and shot buffalo from 
the Yellowstone herd. 

According to a press 
release issued by the 
park, the current 
slaughter is designed to 
keep buffalo "away 
from cattle grazing ad- 
jacent to the park. " This 
is meant to protect the 
cattle from brucellosis, 
a disease that has never 
been proven to jump 
from wild buffalo to 
livestock. 

As of late March, the 
National Park Service 
had captured 464 wild 
buffalo at the Stephens 
Creek Trap, which is 
located inside of the 
northern boundary of 
Yellowstone National 
Park. With the help of 
the Montana Depart- 
ment of Livestock, the 
National Park Service 
has killed 278 buffalo 
since February. Most 
were sent to slaughter- 
houses, although two 
bulls were shot in the 
field. One bull turned to charge his 
tormentors and was shot for his act of 
resistance. Some bulls have been 
sent off to slaughter under the bizarre 
rationale of protecting the captured 
herd from being gored, which some- 
times happens when buffalo are held 
in confinement. 

There are 198 buffalo being held in 
captivity until later in the Spring, and 
113 of them are yearlings who have 
been vaccinated with an ineffective 
brucellosis vaccine designed for cattle. 


are part of creation, and it is told that 
the future of both humans and buffalo 
are intertwined. Indeed, the fate of the 
bison seems to be an indicator of our 
own struggle. Will there be any wild 
places and wild animals left? If we 
cannot defend the buffalo, is there 
any hope for other struggles? 

Bison are a living example of resis- 
tance. Year after year, 
buffalo sacrifice them- 
selves when they follow 
traditional migration 
paths that lead them 
into Montana's killing 
fields. Every time BFC 
volunteers bear witness 
to their slaughter, we 
are inspired by their per- 
sistence. Usually, a new 
group of bison will 
leave the park after their 
family has been slaugh- 
tered, as if these indi- 
viduals are taking the 
place of their deceased 
family members. They 
remind us that wild bi- 
son are indeed wild and 
force us to confront the 
blood of an age-old 
slaughter. The buffalo 
is a symbol that remains 
caught in the crossfire 
of the battle for control 
of public land. 

In November, I got 
caught in the crossfire 
of another battle for 
control. I traveled to 
Miami, Florida, to con- 
front the corporate free 
trade agenda — to speak 
truth to power — during 
the Free Trade Area of the Americas 
ministerial summit. Unfortunately, 
"power” has a huge fence, a paramili- 
tary force armed with the latest "non- 
lethal" arsenal and a standing order to 
attack anything that resembles dissent. 
As I was herded through the empty 
streets of Miami, shot at with pepper 
spray, tear gas and rubber bullets, I was 
overwhelmed by a sense of powerless- 
ness and frustration. Perhaps I got a 
sense of what it is like to be a buffalo in 
Yellowstone National Park. 


Buffalo Field Campaign (BFC) volun- 
teers have documented numerous in- 
juries during the capture and 
vaccination process. Captured buf- 
falo are often subjected to gruesome 
testing procedures, where they are 
held in place with head clamps and 
with their noses pinched by metal 
rings. It is a cruel and bloody sight. 


Yellowstone buffalo are violently trapped and tested for brucellosis 

The National Park Service is domes- 
ticating this unique herd and destroy- 
ing the wild quality that makes it a 
national treasure. 

Nearly 35 million buffalo once thun- 
dered across North America. But like 
the native people, the native wildlife 
was exterminated and pushed onto 
marginal lands. Bison are sacred ani- 
mals for many native peoples. Plains 
tribes tell stories of the buffalo giving 
of themselves so that the people could 
survive. The buffalo in these stories 
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Most buffalo in 
Yellowstone are 
chased by snow- 
mobiles, ATVs 
and park rangers 
on horseback. 

With the roar of 
helicopters over- 
head and cracker 
rounds explod- 
ing nearby, the 
buffalo run to es- 
cape. They are surrounded, pushed 
through barbed wire fences, forced into 
a trap, held in captivity and shipped to 
a slaughterhouse. The buffalo pay for 
their resistance with their lives. 

This Spring, hun- 
dreds of wild buffalo 
will follow the Madi- 
son River west to 
their traditional calv- 
ing grounds on the 
national forests of 
Horse Butte. In the 
midst of the sage- 
brush and grass, 
there is a buffalo trap 
waiting for them. 

The Horse Butte Trap 
is a large, metal scar 
on the land, a hold- 
ing cell for prisoners 
of the buffalo wars 
and a deportation 
center for native 


we can choose 
to be free by re- 
sisting the con- 
trol of public 
space and pub- 
lic land. The 
| choice is yours. 
8 If you would 
| like to come to 
^Yellowstone 
°and learn from 
the buffalo, vol- 
unteers are always needed. BFC 
runs patrols in the field through 
May and is planning a Week of Ac- 
tion for the Buffalo from May 1-8. 
Spring is a demanding time for BFC. 

Days are long, bison 
are everywhere, and 
BFC is usually short of 
volunteers. 

If you cannot make 
it this season, remem- 
ber the buffalo next 
year. BFC's field sea- 
son runs from Novem- 
ber through May, with 
the busiest months in 
the Spring. Donations 
are gladly accepted, or 
you can get involved 
by starting a buffalo 
support group and or- 
ganizing events in 
your community. 

For more informa- 
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Victory for Whales and 
Wetlands in Baja 

On February 2, the Mexican 
government designated Bahia 
Magdalena, off the western coast 
of the Baja peninsula, a wetland 
of international importance and 
guaranteed permanent protection 
for the ecosystem. 

Gray whales are known to give 
birth to their young in this coastal 
lagoon, and the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society had been 
working for several years to pre- 
serve their habitat. 

In March 2000, the Mexican 
government announced that the 
Mitsubishi Salt Works Project 
would not go forward in this deli- 
cate ecosystem. However, with- 
out a more permanent protection 
plan in place, it was feared that 
this victory would be short-lived. 

The recent designation marked 
the 33rd anniversary of the signing 
of the International Convention 
on Wetlands, which currently has 
138 participating governments. 

Sea Shepherd Boycotts 



As I was herded 
through the empty 
streets of Miami) 
shot at with pepper 
spray, tear gas and 
rubber bullets, | got 
a sense of what it is 
lilce to be a buffalo 
in Y e ll°wstone fade. 


wildlife stripped of their right to 
roam free. 

Humans share the same fate as the 
buffalo. We can be herded and con- 
trolled by those who use force to 
maintain power, or, like the buffalo, 


tion, visit www.wildrockies.org/ 
buffalo. 

Yote Risa is currently spending his 
third season defending Yellowstone's 
wild bison. He is still trying to learn 
how buffalo keep their feet warm. 


Wal-Mart 

In early March, the Sea Shep- 
herd Conservation Society called 
for a boycott of Wal-Mart to pres- 
sure the retail giant to divest from 
its 37 percent ownership of the 


lake action today — help stop the senseless 
slaughter of Yellowstone's wild bison! 


Support the Yellowstone Butlalo 
Preservation Act. I he bill, lilt >44o, 
calls fora three-year moratorium on 
the hazing, capture and killing ol 
Yellowstone buffalo. It also expands 
the range where buffalo are allowed 
to roam free, requires the 
dismantling of the Stephens Creek 
I rap inside Yellowstone National 
Park and gives the National Park 
Service complete jurisdiction over 
buffalo within the park. 

( Ion tact your representative and 
tell them to support the bill. Visit 
w ww.wi ldrockies.org/buffalo/ 


politico/3446. html for talking 
points and to see if your 
representative has alrcadv signed 
on. If they haven’t, giv e them a call 
and strongly urge them to do so. If 
they have, thank them and 
encourage them to speak with their 
colleagues. 

You can contact your representative 
by calling the Capitol Switchboard at 
(800) 839-5276 anil asking to be 
transferred to his or her office. Or, 
vou can use www.house.gov /writerep 
to send an email message to your 
representative. 


Japanese supermarket chain 
Seiyu Ltd. 

In a survey of Seiyu outlets, 
an independent investigation 
agency determined that 123 out 
of 202 Seiyu stores sell whale or 
dolphin meat. 

Sea Shepherd is urging people 
to contact Wal-Mart and demand 
that it either divest of its Seiyu 
holdings or convince Seiyu to stop 
selling meat from marine mam- 
mals. Sea Shepherd Captain Paul 
Watson says, "This company must 
be boycotted until it denounces 
the slaughter of the gentle dol- 
phins and majestic great whales 
by their Japanese partner." 
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blast from the past 
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Blood and C\n ts in ]\Aon\ana 


by Delyla and Stan Wilson 

She began by painting her face — 
symbols of the Earth and protec- 
tion, symbols of power, witchy 
symbols to calm and center the soul. 
Slowly, casually, she made her way 
to a side door. There she paused, 
prayed and asked the goddess for 
strength. A knock answered by a 
polite cattleman gained her admit- 
tance to the hall. Walking quickly 
with a nonchalant carefulness, 
carrying a heavy bucket filled 
with rotting bison guts in one hand, 
she made her way past the US 
Forest Service and National Park 
Service Freddies. 

She advanced to the table where 
the felonious four sat: Secretary of 
Agriculture Dan Glickman, Montana 


Senators Conrad Burns and Max 
Baucus and, of course, Montana 
Governor Marc Racicot — once again 
justifying how it's not his fault 
and the government made him do it. 
Racicot, sounding like Goerring at 
the Nuremberg trials after the Holo- 
caust, stood whining about the sad, 
sick slaughter of the sacred Buffalo 
Relations. 

Of course, there is one difference; 
in Montana, the genocide continues. 

The men talked so much that nobody 


even noticed a lone, painted woman, 
except maybe to wonder, "What is that 
on her face?" Amazingly, they didn't 
notice the plain, white, five-gallon 
bucket or the wafting odor of not-so- 
fresh buffalo guts emitting from it. 
Time froze for a moment, then sud- 
denly, as Delyla reached the edge of the 
table, somebody shouted, "Nooo," and 
time started. 

Even Racicot shut up and took 
notice. The bucket of bison guts 
splashed onto the table. Juices from 


~V he bucket of biscm guts splashed onto the table, juices 
from putrid buffalo entrails flowed over the edges, 
splashing the ve^y men who had conspired to put the 
bu ffalo in that condition. 




EFIer Takes Fight to the California Capital 

On February 5, a North Coast Earth First! activist 
named Bear climbed 70 feet up a China fir outside the 
capitol in Sacramento, California, in order to draw atten- 
tion to the Heritage Tree Preservation Act put forth by 
Senator Don Perata. This legislation would protect ce- 
dars, redwoods and sequoias that were alive before Cali- 
fornia became a state in 1850. 

The bill, which did not pass the Assembly Natural 
Resources Committee, will be reintroduced for another 
vote. The Campaign for Old Growth is lobbying assem- 
bly members in order to secure enough votes to pass the 
legislation — which would then have to be approved by 
the governor. 

Bear, who stayed aloft in the tree for three hours, was 
arrested by Special Weapons and Tactics officers and 
charged with trespassing. Another North Coast Earth 
Firstler, Sunset, was also arrested while providing ground 
support. While Bear and Sunset were held in jail, they 
continued to urge California citizens to voice their sup- 
port for the bill. 


Among Bear and Sunset's many charges were con- 
spiracy and protesting without a permit. Bear, who lives 
in Humboldt County and is active in the fight against 
Maxxam/Pacific Lumber, is the first person to take a 
treesit to the state capital. 

March to the Mattole 

Community members from northern California 
gathered on March 18 for the "March to the Mattole." 
The march began at the Fox Camp Gate, an entrance 
to the Mattole watershed in the Humboldt Redwoods 
State Park. 

Marchers made a 12-day, 70-mile trek through various 
communities and spoke to local residents along the way 
about problems facing the Mattole. They discussed the 
history of the area and the perils it faces as a result of 
Pacific Lumber's non-sustainable logging practices. 

Reaction to the marchers was more positive than 
negative. Even residents of logging towns, such as Rio 
Dell and Scotia, showed support by honking their car 
horns and shouting, "thank you." 
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Delyla Wilson dumps bison guts on the politicians responsible 
for the bison slaughter at Yellowstone National Park 


putrid buffalo entrails flowed over 
the edges, splashing the very men 
who had conspired to put the buf- 
falo in that condition. One man, a 
special agent, put Delyla's arm be- 
hind her back and quickly escorted 
her outside. Another freeze frame in 
time as she explained why this had 
happened. For a moment, it seemed 
as if he might let her walk away — but 
then time started again, and the sher- 
iffs came roaring down the hill. 
Caught but content with a good day's 
work, Delyla Wilson went to jail that 
sunny day in March. 

The results of the action were im- 
mediate. After a short break for clean 
up, and so Burns could fly the coop, 
the meeting resumed. But the for- 
mat had changed; people were al- 
lowed to speak and, as best they 
could, the politicians sat down and 
shut up. Next the local news hit, 
quickly followed by the national 
press. As Delyla was being bailed 
out, the officer in charge told her 
that the New York Times had just 
called. The following days were spent 
talking to press from Washington, 
DC, to Australia to Wyoming — on 
and on the word spread. 

The decision to dump bison guts in 
front of America's criminals — Burns, 
Racicot, Glickman and Baucus — was 


made, for Delyla, by 
those very men. For 
months, years, these 
men and many others 
have talked and talked 
while every year, more 
bison have died. Envi- 
ronmentalists talked. 

Politicians talked. The 
Native American tribes 
talked. People talked. 

In this state-sanc- 
tioned blood bath, the 
only thing cheaper 
than words are bul- 
lets — bullets fired by 
state and federal employees and pri- 
vate citizens year after year while 
everyone sits around talking and 
lying. All that talking ever accom- 
plished was piles of dead bison. Only 
actions ever saved lives. 

When the state wants to kill, kill it 
will. It takes years of concerted, in- 
your-face actions to cease a state- 
sanctioned blood fest. The policy of 
genocide directed by the state of 
Montana, Yellowstone National 
Park and the cattle industry against 
the last free-ranging bison herd in 
the world is just such a blood fest. 
Government agencies respond to 
very little — a hit in the pocketbook 
and public embarrassment. The lie 


machine of Montana, fueled by its 
cattle industry, can believe what it 
will, but nobody comes from Ger- 
many, France, Japan or New York to 
see Montana cattle. They come to see 
Yellowstone National Park, and they 
come to see bison! 

Wanna know what you can do? 
Come to the park and help out. 
Come with all you can muster. 
Come with ideas. Come with out- 
rage. Come with a sense of humor! 
Just be ready to act\ 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are 
available for five dollars each. Please 
inquire for bulk discount prices, or 
order our near-complete, 23-year set 
for $500. 


Marchers varied greatly in age, and many were new- 
comers to forest defense actions. The march ended with 
a rally, where participants listened to a prayer led by 
Yurok tribal member Jene McCovey. "There is a pain in 
our hearts to see the devastation of the forest — to see 
only stumps," said McCovey. "The most important thing 
is to walk with people with like minds and like hearts and 
to stand as one people." 

French Accrobranchists Fight Stadium 

On February 12, police removed the final group of 
treesitters from Paul Mistral Park in Grenoble, France. 
Activists had been taking turns living in the trees since 
November 3. They were protesting the mayor of 
Grenoble's plans to hack down more than 300 trees, 
including a 200-year-old elm, in order to make space for 
a giant football stadium. 

A resistance camp was built containing a village of 10 
treehouses linked by a platform 20 feet off the ground. 
Permanent action camps like this are a relatively new form 
of direct action in France. The treehouses helped people 
become acquainted with new applications of activism. 

The media, along with the population of Grenoble, 
gave the camp a high level of support, and they came up 
with the title "accrobranchists" for the treesitters. 


Communities Block Roads to Protest Dams 

On March 15 — the International Day of Action Against 
Dams — indigenous and campesino communities from 
Peten, Guatemala, located on the border of Chiapas, 
Mexico, gathered to protest the construction of a sys- 
tem of dams planned for the Usumacinta, Pasion and 
Salinas Rivers. 

More than 60 communities with a collective popula- 
tion of 15,000 people inhabit these watersheds, and all 
would be forcibly removed from their lands as a result of 
the flooding caused by the dams. Floods would also 
damage the Sierra Lacandon National Park, which is 
known for its abundant biodiversity and valuable Mayan 
archaeological sites. 

The protesters, mostly of indigenous Qeqchi origin, 
set up roadblocks along major highways between 
the oil-rich north and Guatemala's capital. Organized 
by Frente Petenero Contra Las Represas (Peten Front 
Against the Dams), the roadblocks lasted for more 
than eight hours. 

The group wants information about the dam projects 
to be made public and is looking for support in its fight 
against the multinational corporations that intend to 
build the dams. 
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Ku Klux Klan 


Police protecting the Ku Klux Klan from Katuah Earth Firstlers 




ELF Maintains War Against SUVs 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) left its mark on five 
Hummers in Fayetteville, Arkansas, during the first part of 
January. Several of the vehicles had the initials "ELF" 
spray-painted on their bodies. One Hummer owner, Rich- 
ard Coger, was distressed to find his vehicle's windows 
smashed and tires slashed. There was also a sandwich 
shoved into the gas tank. 

Nine SUVs were also vandalized in Bloomington, Indi- 
ana, within a 24-hour period during the first week of 
March. SUV owners were surprised to find their wind- 
shields covered with a white crystalline powder, which 
couldn't be cleaned off. The acid-like substance caused 
thousands of dollars worth of damage. 

The Bloomington Police Department, accustomed to 
acts of vandalism against SUVs that feature smashed 
windows and keyed paint jobs, found the use of acid 
"strange." Valarie Schweitzer, one of the SUV owners, 
said, "I've only had my car for two weeks. I bought it 
myself. When I called the auto glass place, and they told 
me my windshield had to be replaced, I started to cry." 


The ELF issued a statement saying, "The cost of arro- 
gant gas-guzzling just went up." 

ELF Deconstructs Development in Virginia 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF), in its second known 
action of the year, targeted a 30-acre construction site in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, during the first week of Febru- 
ary. This large, recently clearcut area is slated to be 
developed into 300 duplex apartments, a bank, a Target 
store and several restaurants. The ELF set fire to a bull- 
dozer and damaged surrounding construction equip- 
ment. A banner reading “Your construction = Long term 
destruction — ELF" was hung at the scene. 

Acadian Green Brigade Strikes 

On March 12, the Acadian Green Brigade struck against 
Casella Waste, Inc. in Saco, Maine. The action consisted of 
toothpicking and gluing the locks on doors, as well as 
painting and etching Elfish slogans on signs and glass. 

A communique following the action stated, "We of the 
brigade would like to stand in solidarity with the people 
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by John Conner 

The Ku Klux Klan/Nazis seemingly have decided to 
rebuild their image and organization in Katuah. Unluckily 
for them, Katuah Earth First! (KEF!) has been here a lot 
longer than these Alabama boys, and we actually are "from 
around here." Since 2002, KEF! and Katuah Anti-Racist 
Action (KARA) have utilized direct action to disrupt Klan/ 
Nazi rallies (see £F7/May-June 2002). 

It was raining in Newport, Tennessee, on Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day in January. There was not supposed to be a Klan 
rally that day; a pro-diversity church group had obtained a 
permit for the Newport courthouse steps to celebrate King's 
birthday. Some Klan members had announced that they 
were going to show up to counter-demonstrate, but the 
police told all of the newspapers that the Klan did not have 
a permit and that Klan members would be arrested if they 
showed up. Based on this information, KEF1/KARA decided 
to come and heckle the Klan as they got hauled off. 

Upon arrival, we found the circumstances to be radically 
different from what the police and corporate media had 
communicated to the public. There was no rally. The pro- 
diversity organizers had either intended to keep the Klan 
from obtaining their own permit or had chickened out. 
This was a mistake on several levels. Though the organizers 
didn’t show up, the media did. We saw bored reporters 
standing around with tripods waiting for the diversity 
rally, which never manifested. 

The Klan also showed up, in force. Stars and Bars, big old 
boys and Klan/Nazis. Many KEFiers wear camouflage, drive 
old pick-up trucks and have no problem infiltrating the 
Klan's ranks. Six of us walked into the Klan crowd and 
began collecting cards and copies of all their propaganda 


before beginning loud disruption. Not one piece of the 
propaganda we collected that day had Tennessee contact 
information; it was all from Alabama, northern Georgia 
and elsewhere. Several of us were engaging Klan members 
in conversation when the rest of the KEF!/KARA resistance 
decided to start. 

The resistance in this form was carrying a chihuahua and 
was a five-foot Mexican-American Katuan named Paloma 
Galindo. Paloma walked right into the middle of the 
largest group of Klan men. "I don't see why anyone would 
be stupid enough to join a church-burning terrorist orga- 
nization like the Ku Klux Klan," Paloma announced impe- 
riously. "You all must have brain damage to join an 
organization that burns and hangs people!" 

You could have heard a pin drop. Large, white male 
number one tried to debate Paloma and lasted about a 
minute before giving up. While large, white male num- 
ber two was getting his arguments cut apart, Paloma 
disappeared. So much media surrounded her that, for a 
moment, it looked like she was speaking from a cave. 
Number two decided that he was tired of looking like an 
idiot and grabbed number three, who sounded quite 
stupid trying to argue with this loud, rational woman. 
The police then came and dragged Paloma off for incit- 
ing the Klan! She was "escorted" away from the Klan a 
total of three times that day. 

After a while, the police made no attempt to keep us 
separated. We argued back and forth in front of the 
media, and it was sort of like an oral mosh pit. Reverend 
Richard Butler, founder and president of the Aryan Na- 
tion, began yelling about communism. An Earth Firstler 
responded, "What the hell are you arguing communism 

continued on next page 


of Old Town, Maine, and the surrounding areas that are 
being threatened with the creation of the largest landfill 
in New England, near three streams from which thou- 
sands get their drinking water." 

State legislators are currently endorsing plans for the 
landfill in order to keep a Georgia Pacific (GP) paper mill 
in business. GP owns the 780 acres of land intended to 
become a landfill. If Casella Waste fails to purchase the 
land, GP will not have the funds to upgrade its paper mill 
and will have to shut it down. 

The Acadian Green Brigade ended its communique 
with an announcement that “acts against Casella and GP 
will continue and will increase in severity until they halt 
their expansion into the Northern Woods." 

Illegal Logging in Indonesia Under Attack 

Illegal logging is destroying Indonesia's forests at a 
rate of more than nine million acres a year, thereby 
forcing species such as orangutans and tigers toward 
extinction. Due to the extensive corruption of park 
officials and the court system, the environmental minis- 
ter of Indonesia has exhausted human resources in the 
battle against illegal loggers. As a last resort, the govern- 
ment has endorsed tree spiking as a plan to save 
Indonesia's trees. 


Joining in the fight to save Indonesia's forests, the 
Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior has maintained a 
steady search for boats suspected of carrying illegal 
timber. For several months, Greenpeace's target has 
been the 20,000-ton cargo ship MV Greveno, which is 
carrying plywood obtained from a protected orangutan 
refuge in Tanjung Putting National Park. 

Activists are making ongoing efforts to board the MV 
Greveno and to interfere with the shipment of illegal 
wood. Though they have not yet successfully boarded 
the ship, they have vowed to continue their efforts. 

Buffalo Trap Closed by Direct Action 

On the morning of April 7, 24-year-old Akiva Silver 
disrupted the Montana Department of Livestock's plans 
to capture buffalo that day by perching himself upon a 
platform suspended from a 45-foot-high monopod in 
the Horse Butte Trap. The monopod was supported by 
ropes anchored to the outer walls and gates of the trap. 

During the action, a group of 50 buffalo migrated past 
the trap, eliciting cheers from Buffalo Field Campaign 
(BFC) volunteers who had gathered to support Silver. "It 
was as if the buffalo were celebrating the trap's closure," 
said a BFC spokesperson. "Had Akiva not been up there, 
those 50 buffalo would be in the trap awaiting slaughter." 


May-June 2004 Earth First! Page 23 



continued from previous page 

for? Communism is dead! You're arguing communism 
when the government has been hijacked by corporations!" 
When Butler yelled again, "You all are a bunch of commu- 
nists!," we replied, "We are anarchists! 

"Marx had a brilliant analysis of history, but we dis- 
agree with his solution of centralizing all power in the 
hands of the state on the way to a workers' paradise." We 
yelled until we were sure that everyone understood; they 
had to stop calling us communists then. A lot of the 
poor, white people who had come to the rally began 
nodding. Anarchist ideology had a real impact on the 
folks that the Klan was trying to recruit. 

The rally was a draw. We learned that we can cut them to 
pieces with oral arguments and that the closer we can get to 
them, the more damage we can do. We learned that the poor 
whites the Klan is trying to recruit are down with anarchy. 
And we also confirmed, through the Klan's own informa- 
tion, that they weren't from around here. It was with this 
intelligence that 
KEF1/KARA prepared 
to confront the Klan/ 

Nazis at their next 
rally in Nashville. 

Having learned 
from the Newport 
rally the importance 
of being there first, 
we left early to oc- 
cupy the Klan site. 

In The Art of War, 

Sun Tzu emphasizes 
the importance of 
holding ground first 
and making your en- 
emy come to you. 

Our experience in 
Nashville confirmed this tenet. When we arrived onsite 
there were a few cops and some media, but no Klan. We 
prepared our materials to confront them. 

We waited and waited, but they chickened out. Our 
numbers had swelled to 125 people by the time the rally 
was scheduled to start. We had all of our signs out, were 
chanting and making a ton of noise. All of the media were 
out in force too, and the numbers of interviews we had to 
give was almost annoying. Klan members drove by us, but 
they wouldn't get out of their cars. We shut them down. 

In general, we utilize two basic tactics that are appropri- 
ate to discuss openly in confronting the pointy heads. 

First, hijack the airwaves. With several trips to a dollar 
store, you can buy bags of various noisemakers (kazoos, 
bells, whistles, funny balloon things that you blow up and 
go "waaaaaa"). Additionally, we have lists of chants that we 
use to get them angry. When they start bible thumping, we 
yell, "Nazi with a bible." When they yell, "white power," 
we respond, "white asses." 

This tactic accomplishes two main objectives. Usually 
the Klan/Nazis don't talk openly about killing people and 
racial holy war. No, today's Klan uses more populist rheto- 
ric that is oriented specifically at poor, disenfranchised 
whites. Posing as anti-free trade and, of course, pro-envi- 
ronment, today’s Klan organizers drive brand new SUVs to 
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recruit folks driving old pick-up trucks and wearing worn 
camouflage, who are distrustful of the government and 
who feel like the government has basically sold us all out. 

Chanting at the Klan makes them mad. They start yelling 
about racial holy war, rounding up "all you mud people 
and race traitors" and about killing everybody. This sub- 
verts their objective of having a nonviolent, more populist 
message. When they get mad, they say lots of stupid things 
to the media and to everyone else who comes to their rally. 

The other objective we accomplish through noise is that we 
prevent them from taping the rally without our loud resis- 
tance in the background. For Katuans this tactic has special 
appeal because we are so good at being loud. 

Second tactic: Steal all the visuals. Signs, placards, cross 
dressing, out and out weirdness. This serves many basic 
objectives. The most obvious is that no picture can be taken 
or videotape made without visible resistance in the fore- 
ground, background and sometimes mid-ground. We make 
it really difficult for the media to show only Klan members 

without getting 
right in front of 
them and taking 
highly orchestrated 
pictures or tape. This 
also serves to show 
our numbers and to 
anger the Klan. 

Public groups 
like the Klan must 
have a public pres- 
ence in order to 
survive and recruit. 
If they can't recruit 
and rally, they 
can't survive as an 
organization. 
Given the choice 
between beating the hell out of the Klan/Nazis or getting in 
their faces, ripping their arguments apart and exposing 
them for what they are, KEF! would choose the latter. A 
social relationship is not something that you can beat out of 
people. With the zillion plus cops that come to these rallies, 
physical confrontation will often land you in jail. And 
though the Klan is weak at oral argument, it excels at 
violence. More than 150 African American homes and 
churches were burnt to the ground in the '90s. Sun Tzu tells 
us to fight our opponents where we are strong and they are 
weak. And in the field of rallies and demonstrations, the 
Klan can't compete. 

Last, a message to those who have been trying to affiliate 
Earth First! with the Nazis in the public eye: Don't bring 
your lies down here to Katuah. Cause down here in the hills 
of southern Appalachia, folks know that Earth First! is not 
only anti-racist in word, but in liberated fact. 

John Conner was the child of Sarah Conner who trained him in 
resistance. It was almost over for the human race after the machines 
seized control. Conner taught the human prisoners how to tear down 
the fence and brought them back from the edge. He now lives in 
Katuah where KEF! periodically helps him "dispose" of terminator 
units sent back in time to eliminate him. Conner is a DJ at KFAR 
90.9, and you can listen to his show Fridays and Saturdays from 8- 
10 p.m. Go to shoutcast.com and search for KFAR. 



Katuah EF!er Paloma Galindo, left, is not afraid to get up close and personal with the Klan 



It's 'bout time we get together up here in Maine! 

Come on out for an adventure and see what we have in store 
for you at the Round River Rendezvous 2004. We Maine-iacs are 
planning a kick-ass Rondy, and we have high hopes that each and 
all of you (Maine folks and out-of-towners alike) will show up for the 
week of June 28th-July 5th and help make it happen. Let's rock the 

northeast! 

This year's RRR will be an eclectic week of workshops, discussions, out- 
door living and a variety of entertainment; followed by the annual EF! 
Rally. Also, join us for other actions and events happening throughout the 
east this summer (check out "east coast events'). 

Come and meet up with old friends, make new ones. f 

Everyone is welcome. 

There's no excuse: we know you can get here from there. 5 
So no matter the distance, get your r 

booties to the Maine Rondy and be prepared ^ 

for a wicked good time. ( % 


Where is the 7004 Rend ezuous? 


The 2004 EF! Rendezvous will be held near Midcoast Maine to bring 
attention to the plans for natural gas terminals and the existing oil ports 
on Maine’s coastline. The exact location of the Rondy will be an- 
nounced at a later time and we will have detailed directions posted > 
at least a week before on the voicemail and website. M 


W«rksh«j»s 


Get ready for a week filled with many good workshops and dis- 
cussions. There will be the usual assortment of workshops, but this 
year we’re also hoping to include a few topics that aren’t on the 
average agenda (further info later). Here is a list of topics we’re 
hoping to cover at this year’s event. The schedule may include some 
or all, but is not limited to the following: 

Patriarchy, sexism, ecology, first nations history, skillshare 
workshops, climbing and ropes training, multigenerational activ- 
ism, direct action skills, cooking for numbers, childcare, oil and 
empire, globalization, natural healing, dance, permaculture, farm- 
ing and gardening (rural and urban), history and issues of Maine, ' 
strategy, no DNC, RNC not welcome, tracking, security culture, first 
aid, plant walk, etc., We’ll also have a focus on alternative energies, 
including biodiesel, solar, wind, and others. 

If you’re interested in doing a workshop, please send us an email or 
voicemail (see contact info). Also, feel free to bring your skills/ideas/ 
materials to share, and we’ll make room for unscheduled workshops and 
events! Check for updates of the workshop schedule @ www.maineef.org. 

There will be a kitchen set up, so please lend a hand and help cook. 
There will be produce donations from local farms and gardens, and hope- 
fully y’all can grab a thing or two on your way up as contribution! 


> * * 


The Maine BP 
Homebrew Challenge 

The Maine-iacs are challenging 
you all to a friendly competition. 
Our Maine EF! homebrew connois- 
seurs have created a panel to 
sample all the regions' best 
batches of your secret recipes. It's 
in the water and we have some 
powerful brews! Come equipped, 
and show us what you got!! 



We couldn’t have a Rondy without fun, so bring your instruments, songs, creativity, and your 
dancin’ feet, ‘cause there’s gonna be a whole lotta shakin goin’ on! The bonfires will be ablaze 
each night and complemented with musical diversity. There will be theme nights, so everyone 
can get a taste of their favorite tunes. Try some folk, hip hop, metal ballad reenactments, old 
timey, acoustic punk, favorite 80’s tunes... You name it, it’s all welcome in Maine, so bring it on! 
Some planned events: 

Puppet shows, poetry/spoken word, possibly an 80’s dance party and a contra dance. And of 
course the annual EF! Rally: come and cause a ruckus with us! Bring costumes, skits, radical 
cheers, etc., and we’ll have some good times at this year’s rally. More confirmed events will be 
posted on our website. 




Contact Info : 


Check the website for updates, directions, and 
ride board bulletin. 

www.maineef.org, info@maineef.org 
1 -800-MY-YAHOO mailbox#: 922-487-3887 
224 West Side Dr, Verona Island, ME 04416 


What to Bring 

- proper clothes: warm weather, cold weather, and wet 
weather clothes. Long sleeves, pants, and closed-toe shoes 
are recommended if you're concerned about biting insects, 
ticks, and poison ivy. 

- insect repellent of your choice. 

- poison ivy treatment of your choice. There will be identifica- 
tion, prevention, and treatment training during the gathering. 

- drinking water or a camping water filter if you have one. 

- food to donate to the communal kitchen. 

- your own dishes, cups, and utensils. 

- your own toilet paper and non-toxic soap. 

- washwater and drinking water containers. 

- a tent & sleeping bag. 

- a flashlight. 

- any materials you need to run a workshop of your choice. 

- toys and instruments and costumes. 

- any water stuff you want. There will be places to swim. 

- fishing pole. 


NORUMBEGA AND WAS'A'UMKEAG ISLAND 


The great state of Maine, though it is as far East as you can get in 
this country, has never fully been tamed. It is a wild, diverse, and 
extremely resilient land. Though consistently and increasingly threat- 
ened by the demands of industrial civilization, this region of moun- 
tains, rivers, forests, rocky coast, archipelagos, and, of course, blue- 
berry barrens, continues to fight like a soccer hooligan to survive. 

Maine's is a transitional forest between the Southernmost range of 
the conifers of the Boreal forest (typified by fir and spruce) and the 
Northernmost range of the eastern deciduous forest community (typi- 
fied by birch, maple, beech, and oak; also called Northern Hardwood 
forest). The forest interior has a well-developed under story with a 
variety of shrubs, wildflower and fern species. In older-aged forests 
the floor is often carpeted with moss. 

The habitats of Maine support a wide array of fauna. Bird species 
range from Black capped Chickadees, Redbreasted NutHatches, and 
Woodcock, to Bald Eagles, Loons and Peregrine Falcon. The state is 
well known for its dynamic mega-fauna: white Tailed Deer, Moose, 
Black Bear, Bobcat, and Coyote. In recent years we have seen the 
furtive, but indisputable return of the Cougar and the Wolf. 

In the last 400 years much of Maine's wilderness has been cleared 
for agriculture or forestry, and is in various stages of re-growth. Now 
90% of the state is categorized as " forested" making it, on paper, the 
most heavily forested state in the union. The reality however is a little 
less rosy. Most of this so-called "forest” land is privately owned by 
paper companies and timber interests. These are engaged in a con- 
tinual, cyclical assault on our habitat: clearcutting, replanting, spray- 
ing, then cutting again. Added to this are the poisons introduced into 
the air and water by the paper mills that dot Maine's many rivers. 
Picking up more pesticides and industrial run-off along the way, these 
rivers drain out into the Gulf of Maine. 

The boundaries of a bioregion can be defined in various ways, but 
generally utilize the concepts of watersheds, types of plant cover (eco- 


systems), wildlife populations, and homogeneity of human popula- 
tions (regional culture). The bioregion where the rendezvous will be 
held has been called the Gulf of Maine bioregion by white people 
and Norumbega by Native Americans. 

The name Norumbega is thought to denote the estuaries, bays, 
reversing falls, oyster and clam shell heaps and general ambi- 
ance of the region between the Kennebec and the Penobscot riv- 
ers. Norumbega means “quiet place between two rapids’’ in 
Algonkin. It is a vague regional reference however, and could be 
as large as all of “New England." The earliest European explorers 
visiting this region first heard of Norumbega as a regional refer- 
ence contiguous with what Capt. John Smith later renamed “New 
England." Norumbega seems to be a place name for a tidewater 
bioregion stretching from at least from Casco Bay to Frenchman 
Bay— not a Viking settlement, a European myth or a Native Ameri- 
can city state of wealth and riches. Rather, Norumbega is what 
Native Americans named their bioregion long before European in- 
vaders fantasized about cities of gold or contemporary historians 
began ethnohistoric eradication of the tribal identities of Maine's 
Native Americans. Those Native Americans who have survived 
the encounter with European settlers have retained a tribal identi- 
fication (Penobscot, Passamaquoddy, Maliseet, Micmac, Abenaki 
and others), tribal mixing and intermarriage notwithstanding. The 
very heart of Norumbega appears to be the estuarine environ- 
ments of central coastal Maine, where the Penobscot River emp- 
ties into the Atlantic. This is where the Rendezvous will be held. 

Was'a'umkeag Island, known as Sears Island to cartographers, 
is situated near the mouth of the Penobscot River. The Penobscot 
Nation named this island "shining beach island" because at night, 
after a day of fishing, the moon illuminated its rocky beach making 
it easy to see and come back to. Regional Native Americans were 

continued on next page 
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the first seasonal inhabitants of this island thousands of years ago 
when they would spend the summer on or near the island to fish 
and get away from black flies. Was'a'umkeag has been uninhab- 
ited for the last 100 years and is the largest uninhabited island on 
the East Coast with 943 acres. 

Was'a'umkeag island provides important habitat for a wide array 
offish and wildlife. It has an unusual combination of characteristics 
that make it highly productive and biodiverse. There are very few, if 
any, large uninhabited islands with flora similar to that of Sears Is- 
land oft the coast of Maine. Its forest interior habitat is important to 
the conservation of migratory songbirds, its intertidal habitat is im- 
portant to the conservation of shellfish and finfish; vernal pools are 
important to the conservation of amphibians; mudflats are impor- 
tant to shellfish, shorebirds, and some mammals; and eelgrass is 
critical for a variety of shellfish and finfish. Was'a'umkeag is home 
to some 1 68 species of birds, 9 species of amphibians and 20 spe- 
cies of mammals. It provides important winter shelter for deer in 
softwood areas and has 73 documented wetlands totaling 243 acres. 
The island provides habitat for 21 state and/or federally listed wild- 
life including the bald eagle, peregrine falcon, small whorled pogonia, 
furbish lousewort and prairie white fringed orchid. 

Was'a'umkeag island's habitat is uncommon, highly produc- 
tive and critical for many species. On the western portion of the 
island, there are a wide variety of habitat types. It is uncommon to 
find rocky intertidal tide pools, intertidal mudflats, eelgrass, kelp 
and a variety of subtidal habitats in one location. South of the 
rock jetty, the island is fairly exposed so rocky shoreline predomi- 
nates; north of the rock jetty, the shoreline is more protected and 
mudflats and softshell clams prevail. Subtidally, eelgrass domi- 
nates with smaller patches of kelp. Eelgrass root systems stabi- 
lize sediment on the ocean floor, and it is a valuable habitat uti- 
lized by commercially important finfish species. 

Freshwater intrusion from the island makes intertidal areas of 
the ocean less saline which is critical for young nursery fish spe- 
cies. There is evidence to suggest that fish and shellfish species 
that propagate in upper Penobscot Bay tend to migrate to and 
replenish Maine's coastal waters southwest of Penobscot Bay. In 
addition, credible science has shown that estuaries such as up- 
per Penobscot Bay serve an important role in replenishing off- 
shore fisheries depleted by overfishing. 

Was’a’umkeag island has been proposed for a number of in- 
dustrial development projects over the years. Proposals have in- 
cluded a coal-fired power plant, a nuclear power plant, and most 
recently, a deep-water cargo port for shipping wood chips over- 
seas. All of them were defeated. However, a causeway from the 
mainland was constructed in 1982. This seriously compromised 
the tidal flushing action around the island. As a result there has 
been a drastic loss of clam and eelgrass habitat, as well as in- 
creased concentration of industrial waste discharges in nearby 
coves. Another potentially more disastrous effect of this cause- 
way is that it leaves the island accessible to future industrial 


schemers. Recently, Maine Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) (who owns the island) has proposed development of 
the island for a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) terminal. It is a 
secretive back room deal, and many details are still unclear 
including the name of the corporation(s) bidding on this project. 

Liquefied Natural Gas is compressed, cooled to -260 de- f 
grees Fahrenheit and shipped in 1,000-ft double-hulled tank- 
ers that can carry 33 million gallons. When full, these vessels 
require a two-mile wide moving security corridor wherein all 
watercraft traffic is halted or redirected by heavily armed Coast 
Guard cutters. An LNG receiving terminal and regasification 
plant will likely lead to further heavy industrial development 
(like an electrical generation plant) and is only viable for 50 
years, when global LNG stocks are projected to be largely 
depleted. Because LNG is so concentrated and highly flam- 
mable, accidents hold catastrophic potential. If a spill were 
to occur and ignite, thermal damage could extend up to 
three miles from the edge of the spill. If the liquid vapor- 
ized, the vapor could be carried by prevailing winds and 
be hazardous for 30 miles or more. If it ignited every- 
thing in its path would be incinerated. 

The development of Was'a'umkeag by Maine (state) 
Department of Transportation for an LNG terminal would 
cause substantial habitat fragmentation, noise impacts, 
water quality degradation and other damage to the for- 
est, stream and wetland habitat of threatened or endan- 
gered species known to exist on or around the island. 

This project would adversely affect all the eelgrass beds 
and other valuable marine habitat, including intertidal 
habitat, mudflats, clam flats and unvegetated subtidal 
habitat. This would also exert significant adverse so- 
cioeconomic impacts on coastal fishing communities 
from upper Penobscot Bay to the southwestern Gulf of 
Maine (the entire bioregion). 

In 1 995, the EPA stated that building a deep wa- 
ter cargo port on Sears Island would be the most 
damaging project in recent memory in New En- 
gland to submerged aquatic vegetation. With the 
additional impacts to intertidal mudflats, subtidal 
bottom and freshwater wetlands, it would surpass 
any project in New England in the last decade in 
terms of impacts to aquatic resources. 

The development of an LNG terminal reflects 
the regressive mindset of a government ad- 
dicted to non-renewable, dangerous energy re- 
sources. The issue of Was’a’umkeag Island 
is just one reason among many for you 
all to come and join us up here in 
Maine. 
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THE EMPIRE STRIKES AGAIN 


Irving Paper, based out of New Brunswick, Canada. This privately owned paper and petroleum corporation is 
Maine’s largest landowner, with 2 million acres of paper land in the northern part of the state. They have been plunder- 
ing natural resources (plant and human) for decades, with no regard to the land or communities they’ve been destroy- 
ing (including the community of Allagash -mentioned later). 

Plumb Creek: The 2nd largest private landowner in the state. They have practiced destructive logging operations, 
including clearcutting, in Maine forests, and use their landholdings mostly for paper industry and subdivisions. 
Oil/natural gas ports : As if there weren’t enough already, state agencies and business interests have had their 
greedy eyes all up and down the Maine coast with plans for more terminals and exploitation. Portland is one of the 
largest oil ports on the East Coast with oil tanks, tankers, pipelines, and oil rig construction replacing taking over 
the waterfront. In addition to the Was’a’umkeag Liquid Natural Gas proposal, Harpswells residents recently 
voted down a proposal by Philips Conocco to develop a LNG port in their town (an hour south), 
r* MBNA : A Delaware-based credit card corporation. They are one of the largest credit/debt manufacturers in the 
world. They set up shop in midcoast Maine in the mid-90’s, and have been busy colonizing other parts of the 
state. They are now Maine’s largest employer, offering low-paying, stressful, and emotionally debilitating jobs to 
Maine's workforce. Credit for sale! 

r Paper Mills : They are one of the biggest causes of environmental degradation in Maine. All major rivers 

here are consistently polluted from mills and it is no longer safe to swim or fish in these waterways. The rivers 
carry the toxins for hundreds of miles, and eventually dump them into the ocean. The Penobscot Nation, 
\*\T^ whose lives are intertwined with the rivers, suffers greatly from papermill pollution. They have struggled 
with this blatant form of environmental racism since their land was taken from them. The cancer rates 
from the Mead mill in Rumford are so high, that the locals refer to the area as “cancer valley”. 

The Proposed East-west Highway: Also known as the “NAFTA highway”, it is a plan that has been 
in the works for some time now (strongly backed by the Irving corporation). The highway would be a 
publicly funded, major trade route running east to west across the state of Maine. The project would 
undoubtedly serve trucking and big business interests. 


FUN THINGS TO FIND IN MAINE 


Bust out a map, and you’ll see there’s many cool places to visit here including Acadia, White Mountain National 
Forest, Mount Katahdin (the end, or beginning of the Appalachian trail), Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge (near 
the Beehive!). There’s the Big Reed Wilderness Preserve which is the largest area of pristine old growth in the 
northeastern U$. Something must be said about the lakes and ponds here, containing some of the nicest, cleanest 
water you'll find anywhere these days. Islands, ARRRGH!!!! The jagged coastline is one of the longest in the U$, 
because Maine contains more islands than any other state. There are plenty of places to explore and indulge in 
activities such as: swimming, biking, fishing, snowshoeing, riding trains, climbing trees and mountains, getting wild, 
etc... Hitchhiking’s usually pretty easy here, and most of the time it’s a reliable way to transport oneself. It’s also a 
good way to experience Maine locals. You’ll also find fun things like farmers markets, microbrews, country fairs 
and contra dances to be pretty popular in local culture. We’ll have a list of more fun things to find in ME 
posted at the randy, and possibly on the website too. 



P * The People’s Free Space is a commu- 
y \ GT%A |*^ ” nity group based in Portland whose 
^ I 1 r* w Q mission is to create autonomous col- 

\/| j j (_) lective spaces for sharing resources 

I | ania>M HHft m m and information, building community and fos- 

■ Im 1m » tering sustainable alternatives and creative resistance to social, 

| | economic, political, and ecological oppression. To that end we have three primary 

m . projects: obtaining a community space and infoshop in downtown Portland, run- 

I ” C ' ning the Frida Bus (a mobile vegetable powered community space), and the Free 

Wy ■ " \V« ■> L «i< » School. This summer the Frida Bus will be travelling to the EF! Rendezvous, the 

f Democratic and Republican National Conventions, and Burdock. At these gather- 

ings and protests we will be using the bus as a mobile convergence space and 
kitchen. We will be helping cook food, offer workshops, provide water, demonstrate veggie oil power, and provide medical support. Our Free 
School offers workshops and video showings every month free to the Portland community. This year we are planning to open our community 
space with a large kitchen, lending library, performance and meeting space, technology resources, a home for a free school and more. 

For more info: info@peoplesfreespace.org, www.peoplesfreespace.org, box 1582 Portland, ME 04104 


Burdock August 10-17, 2004, Starks, ME 

This will be the 3rd annual Burdock; a gathering for a free and sustainable future. For the past two summers people have come from all 
over the northeast to celebrate the earth, community and the resistance to local and global corporate control. At Burdock we seek to break 
free of the disposable culture of consumption and become our own creators and producers. We can no longer be only spectators of the world 
around us and so at Burdock we encourage everyone to participate and help make this gathering happen. At Burdock we are abolishing the 
beliefs of this oppressive world in order to create a vision for a equitable and sustainable future. There will be workshops, music, discus- 
sions, swimming and good food all on a beautiful organic farm in Starks in Central Maine. We want to nurture an environment for people to 
educate each other on practical everyday skills, ecology, political and social issues and ways to relinquish human control over the rest of 
wilderness. At Burdock we want to build relationships and a sense of community with people from around Maine, throughout the entire 
region and around the world. Burdock will be child friendly with workshops and events specifically designed for children. Burdock is 
cooperatively organized and is not affiliated with any government, political party, or corporation. Burdock is based on mutual aid and 
cooperation to encourage education, community building and a wicked good time. Everyone is Welcome. 

Burdock, Box 1582, Portland, ME 04104, burdock@riseup.net, www.burdock.org 




CHECK OUT WWW.MAINEEF.ORG 
FOR MORE LISTINGS AND RESOURCES 


International Loggers Association 

Logging sputtered to a halt in much of northern Maine in January, when about 50 logging and trucking contractors for J.D. Irving Ltd. 
refused to keep working on the company's 1.4 million acres of forestland. The contractors said they were fed up with Irving's heavy-handed 
management style— vague contracts, wage rates that can change overnight, and required ''double-shifting" of machinery that forced them to work 
far into the bitter winter nights of northern Maine. While Irving is believed to be one of the worst landowners to work for in Maine, loggers throughout 
the state are lashing out against pay scales that leave them little choice but to cut as much wood as they can, as cheaply as possible, in order to 
avoid bankruptcy. The impacts are being felt across the state, where lunar landscapes of liquidated forestland can be seen in virtually every 
township. And still there is not enough wood flowing to keep all of the state's paper mills and sawmills open. The situation is likely to continue for 
years. A University of Maine professor recently published a study in which he reported that only half of the loggers in New England expected to be 
working in the woods in five years. The chief reason: there is no money in it. The study showed Maine loggers earn much less compared to other 
forestry workers in New England. Woods workers in northern Maine blame the influx of "bonded” Canadian labor for depressing the wages of local 
loggers. 

In October 1999, activists from the Native Forest Network and Earth First! joined with Maine cutters to block a border crossing and prevent 
Quebec loggers and logging trucks from entering into Maine. The dispute over bonded labor continues today. Several of the Irving contractors said 
they couldn't compete with the Quebecois, who receive medical insurance and other benefits from the province. The Irving contractors formed a 
new group, the International Loggers Association, to represent them in talks with the company. Irving refused to negotiate with the ILA. The 
contractors wanted a 25 to 30 percent increase in pay scales and help with paying the rising cost of diesel fuel. After four weeks, they agreed to 
return to the woods on two conditions: that Irving take back all of the workers who went out on strike, and that Maine Gov. John Baldacci would 
support a bill that would give the ILA the legal authority to bargain with Irving. However, the governor refused to guarantee that he would not veto 
the bill, and it is not clear how many striking contractors were rehired by Irving when the job action ended in late January. Irving forestland was once 
"green-certified" by the Forest Stewardship Council, but the company gave up the certification last year in a dispute over its use of herbicides and 
plantations, and growing questions about its treatment of woods workers. 



■ The JED Collective Greene, Maine | 

® JED is a collective of activists and organizers, farmers and artists who came together in the summer of 2002. Depending on the season, ^ 
1 between 6 and 10 people live at JED. It is a home and a family for the people living there; it is a cultural center where people can recreate I 
Icommunity; it is a cooperatively-run organic farm; it is a community of support for activists and organizers. It is a web of relationships between I 
leach other and as a group, in relation to the land and its creatures and with local and international folks. By putting resources together and | 
| being freed from a one dimensional life, we can individually work on what we are passionate about. By living together, we can collectively | 
(determine ourselves as a group, while developing space to express conflict and practice radical honesty, to support each other and be joyful. | 
(T/je JED Collective/Center, 217 South Mountain Rd., Greene, Maine 04236 (207J-946-4478 



Downeast Biodiesel Co-Op 


The Downeast Biodiesel Co-Op is a conglomeration of folks who use 
biodiesel for diverse reasons and in a variety of ways. Launched into 
existence about a year and a half ago, and now more then 50 members 
strong, the co-op serves as a hub for the bulk ordering of fuel, a clearing- 
house of information, and a way to connect to others interested in this 
petroleum alternative. In the warmer months we make biodiesel in 55 
gallon batches. We are always looking for folks interested in coming and 
helping out at our facility and sharing information. 

For more info, on us, go to www.downeastbiodiesel.com, or write 
Downeast Biodiesel Co-Op, PO Box 5156, Ellsworth, ME 04605 




EAST COAST EVENTS 

Hell, come and spend the summer or longer. There’s a lot going on in the east this season (including actions/ 
events planned between the RRR-DNC, to be announced)... 

JUNE 

8-10: Fight The Octopus, 2004 G8, Sea Island, Georgia 

The G8 is coming back to the United States. Tens of thousands of people will converge once again on Georgia for mass protests against the 
G8, neoiiberalism at home and abroad, and capitalism, http://www.infoshop.org/octo/g8_2004.php 

13-21: 3rd Annual Eastern Forest Action Camp 

Come to the 2004 Eastern Forest Action Camp to learn how to stop the destruction of our eastern forest, www.easternforestdefense.org 
Tel. 865-633-8483, Katuah EF! River Faction, 2131 Riverside Dr., Knoxville TN, 37915 

June 28- July 5: Maine EF! Rendezvous 

JULY 

All Month after the Rondy: Beehive Renovation Work Party (see previous pages) 
26-29: Democratic National Convention 

We are calling for a decentralized network of direct actions to confront the Democratic National Convention in Boston this coming July. Many 
would ask why? They are not even in power. Others would argue that we must organize with them in order to oust the current party from its hold 
on the executive branch. The BI(A)ck Tea Society stands defiant before these arguments. We see no future along the doctrines of state 
reformism or electoral politics. The Democratic Party is but one spoke upon this wheel of oppression. It, like the rest of the structure, must go. 
We must sow the seeds of revolution ourselves. We will demand freedom. We will resist the DNC with all of our might. We will refuse to 
recognize the State and we will continue to fight against the crook that is nominated. Whoever they vote for, WE ARE UNGOVERNABLE!!! 
The BI(A)ck Tea Society is an ad-hoc coalition of anti-authoritarians organizing in the Boston area and beyond to resist the Democratic National 
Convention, for more info contact: nodnc04@hush.com, check out www.blackteasociety.org 

AUGUST 

DNC to RNC March 

This August, as the gears of the two-headed corporate party kick into overdrive, we will march 225 miles from one mass mobilization to another, 
between two cities under siege: Boston and New York. We will be networking, educating, sharing, singing, and dancing in the streets. We will 
march 8-11 miles a day, working with local grassroots organizations for community empowerment as we weave our many struggles into a 
global solidarity which recognizes no borders, fences, or walls. We will connect distances, ideas, communities and visions as 
we conduct teach-ins, plant community gardens, celebrate, demonstrate, listen, and share. Join us! www.dnc2rnc.org, West Coast Contact: 
nextstep@riseup.net, East Coast Contact: dnc2mc@riseup.net 

10-17: Burdock 2004 (see previous pages) 

12-15: North American Anarchist Convergence 

American Anarchists will cross borders to converge in the foothills of Appalachia to network, brainstorm, and discuss social change through 
building a positive movement toward a free and responsible society. We will focus on practical alternatives to problems associated with power- 
based governments, institutions, and internalized systems of oppression, www.naac2004.org info@naac2004.org 

25-27: Food Not Bombs World Gathering 

Food Not Bombs chapters from around the world will come together in New York City prior to the Republican National Convention for discus- 
sion, food sharing, workshops and direct action, for more info contact: nyc_gathering@foodnotbombs.net 

29-September 4: Republic National Convention 

The Republican National Committee has for the first time in their 150 year history, selected New York for their Convention from August 29- 
September 4, 2004. In a shallow attempt at exploiting the lives lost at the World Trade Center, the RNC has pushed the Convention date to 
September. We have witnessed two unjust wars, at least one American life lost each day overseas, a depressed economy, the collapse of the 
dollar, $87 billion to boost war profiteering, the closing of our firehouses, a health-care crisis, millions of children being left behind, and now this. 
We say, Enough! When the vote does not place in power those who represent the will of the people, democracy must be taken to the streets. 
This administration's choice of New York City, historically known for its diverse population, its welcoming of immigrants from far off lands, and 
its radical politics will prove to be their biggest mistake yet. for more info, comments and questions: info@rncnotwelcome.org, 
www.rncnotwelcome.org 


Sunscreen for Plants 

Earlier this year, researchers in Queensland, Australia, 
announced their discovery that fruit and nut trees, such as 
macadamias and avocados, produce higher quality fruit 
when they are covered with sunscreen. The sunscreen being 
used on the trees is made from an insect-repellent clay called 
kaolinite. According to principal horticulturist Alan George, 
"The trees actually look like little, white Christmas trees. It 
changes the leaf color from green to white, reflecting a lot of 
the light, which reduces the temperature within the tree 
itself." The scientists are still searching for a way to keep the 
kaolinite from washing off in the rain. 

Owl Gets Contact Lenses 

Dr. Chris Murphy, a veterinarian at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, implanted new lenses in the eyes of a 
starving great horned owl after it was brought to her by 
a pair of wildlife biologists in December. Sue Theys, 
one of the biologists, suspected that the owl had 
cataracts after it sat on a fence post for three 
days without hunting. Murphy confirmed this 
diagnosis, and the contact lenses were success- 
fully implanted during a two-hour operation. 

The owl was kept for treatment with antibi- 
otics and rehabilitation, then released in 
April. "She can't understand why we're 
messing with her," Theys said. "She can 
see, and she wants to take off and fly.” 


How Herring Keep in Touch 

Biologists reported in November 
that herring may communicate 
with each other at night using a 
noise produced by gas emitted 
from their anuses. "It sounds 
just like a high-pitched rasp- 
berry," said researcher Ben Wil- 
son of the University of British 
Columbia-Vancouver. 

The raspberry sounds might 
also function to ward off predators, or they may be a side- 
effect of staying buoyant. The fish produce the sounds 
more frequently when gathered together in groups, how- 
ever, suggesting a social role. 

The researchers did not witness an increase in the fre- 
quency of the noises after feeding the fish, so they ruled out 
digestive gas as a cause. 

Oldest Male Fossil Has Large Penis 

In December, geologists in the United Kingdom an- 
nounced the discovery of the oldest unambiguously male 
fossil, a 425-million-year-old arthropod. The fossil of this 
two-inch-long shellfish was unusual in that the outline of 
soft tissue was also preserved, including a penis that was 
one-fifth of the animal's length. 

Researchers named the species Colymbosathoti ecplecticos, 
meaning "amazing swimmer with a large penis." 



"Sawfish" to Log Submerged Forests 

In dam-created lakes throughout the world, millions of 
submerged, unrotted trees still stand rooted in the ground. 
Now Triton Logging Company, based in British Colum- 
bia, Canada, has devised the world's first logging subma- 
rine as a way to extract the trees. 

The submarine, called a Sawfish, can reach depths of 
700 feet and can cut 36 trees each time it dives. It is 
equipped with reusable airbags that it screws into the 
logged trees to help them float. Remotely operated from 
a control room, the Sawfish uses cameras and sonar 
readings to navigate. 

Chris Godsall, founder and chief executive officer of 
Triton, sees the Sawfish as a way to save 20 million trees 
a year. "We're not advocates of dams. Our company tries 
not to judge what happened in the past. We try to recover 
the wood with the proposition that we can 
deliver it as a substitute for virgin timber. 
There's one lake in British Columbia where 
we could put 20 Sawfish out there for 
40 years." 

Artist Seeks to be Eaten by 
Piranhas 

Karl Friedrich Lentze, a 56-year- 
old German artist, contacted zoos 
throughout Germany in March, 
asking if they would agree to feed 
his body to piranhas after he dies. 
Lentze says that the zoos could get 
an educational benefit by letting a 
group of biology students watch 
him be devoured. 

Gunther Nogge, director of 
the Cologne Zoo, explained that 
the display probably would not 
work. "It's a great idea. But if 
you want to carry it out for 
educational purposes, then it 
would be better if you were fed 
to the piranhas alive. They're not as keen on dead flesh." 

Lentze, undeterred, responded, "They could always 
poke my body with sticks to get me moving and to get the 
fish interested." 

Nature Bites Back: Sea Lion Attacks Fisherman 

On March 9, a 12-foot-long, 1,200-pound sea lion 
attacked a fisherman working on a docked boat in King 
Cove, Alaska. The sea lion leaped more than six feet out 
of the water and clamped its jaws on the seat of Ray 
Dushkin, Jr.’s pants, pulling him into the harbor and 
holding him underwater. 

Dushkin, 19, suffered a scrape on his buttocks but es- 
caped without serious injury when the animal released 
him a moment later. "Lucky he wears baggy pants, or I'm 
sure that sea lion would have taken a chunk of his butt," 
said fellow crew member Henry Roehl. 
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Ancient Woman 

I am walking through the green and brown 
of something ancient that smells new. 

I am sitting on the 
soft, 

damp earth breathing in the sap from this giant mother tree. 

Her arms are reaching up, up, up 

each one reaching higher. 

and where her fingers are broken off, 

she reaches even more ferociously. 

I count her rings where the thickest branch has been torn 

above my head, 

below her imaginary eyes, 

above my skull 

and we exchange each others heat 

In the distance 1 hear her sons and daughters scream of 

heavy metal teeth tearing into elder flesh 

over and over again because 

the first bite is never enough to topple history, 

to tear their giant bodies down. 

They fight against the metal and hands 

and grunts and groans from men in heavy hats, 

from the tips of fingers that bear rings like their own. 

I am sitting 
I am watching 

I am feeling the ground shake. 

The animals run past me shrieking and panting 
in this manmade earthquake, 
and then 

The slow, slow, dragging moan of her heavy body 
as she gives in and screams from her roots, 
shaking the whole forest with her echoes. 

Slow first in disbelief, 

slow then rising like a question, 

Aaaaaaeee? 

Silent pause, then again 
Aaeeeeeeeeeeee! 

and louder and louder as she falls from the sky 
Shriek, sway, crash, rustle, 
naked silence. 

That ghost is so large, so heavy, so old, so shocked 
that it will take her forever to pass through. 

Down here on earth, we murder those who give us life 
and sell their ghosts to the highest bidder. 

—Michelle Walsh 


Armed 

with 

Visions 



Poem for the J 

Yuba River watershed 
Granite washed smooth riverbed 
Sierra Pacific impending dread 
This is what the forest said 

Earth First! hear my native call 
March your banner through the mall 
Leaflets like the leaves of Fall 
Uninnocent bystanders one and all 

With pleasure Mother Nature we 
Offer strength and love to thee 
Call attention to the travesty 
Big Red calls corporate forestry 

Tuesday, May 29 
And so it was 

—Ms. Chris Preucil 
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The Folks Who Drove Old Dixie Nuts 

Big Jim Miller's my name 
And from California I came 
But it's a dirty shame 

How those Earth Firstlers ruined my game 
It started in '92 

With a small and kind of goofy crew 
But what 1 know now if I'd known it then 
I'd of blasted the shit out of each of them 

The folks who drove ole Dixie nuts 
In the woods they’re a prowlin 
The folks who drove ole Dixie nuts 
Every night they're a howlin 
They go (HOWL) 

Then there was '93 

Hippies far as you could see 

They buried themselves in the road 

And they sat up in the trees 

I tried to lasso Erik Ryberg away 

But some damn cop came and ruined my day 

I swore by the dirt below my feet 

That Big Jim would not go down into defeat 

The folks who drove ole Dixie nuts 
They call it direct action 
The folks who drove ole Dixie nuts 
I'll put them all in traction 
They go (HOWL) 

’94 came around 

And they all came back to town 

Although some judge in a gown 

Had shut all the loggin down 

But I can think as well as hate 

And I blocked their land with my gate 

So now they drive up a killer hill 

And they're stuck with huge car repair bills 


The folks who drove ole Dixie nuts 
We won't sell em gas here 
The folks who drove ole Dixie nuts 
We say that this is their last year 
They say (HOWL) 

And now it's '95 

And these ecos are still alive 

They're back for another try 

Say they won't let the forest die 

Well I don't care if the critters are hurt 

And the workers are all treated like dirt 

I take what I need, overcharge for what I sell 

And the rest of the world can just go straight to hell 

The folks who drove ole Dixie nuts 
They take nonviolence training 
The folks who drove ole Dixie nuts 
I take aim while complaining 
They go (HOWL) 


Birdsong 

...Shuyak Island, Alaska 

Flowering lily-pads grow 
crazy patterns across the lake. 
These patterns don't have a name, 
neither does this lake. 

The birds sing it anyway, 
echoes through moss, 
spruce, and rain. 


—Sarah Seeds 


All lights reserved lo (he authors 
Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Sot iely, FOB 14501 Berkeley C A 94712 5501 


—Mac Lojowski 
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ociety 


by Joseph Plaster 

"Close your eyes, " directs a young workshop facilitator. In 
the sticky heat of a secluded Florida campground, under a 
large tent, a group of activists close their eyes. "Now I want 
you to picture an anti-globalization activist." The campers 
furrow their collective brows. "Okay," says the facilitator 
after a brief pause, "how many saw a white person?" 

More than 150 activists — roughly a third of them people 
of color — have gathered in the Florida wetlands from 
across the hemisphere to participate in a week-long train- 
ing camp hosted by the Oakland, California-based Ruckus 
Society. The nonprofit is best known for training many of 
the demonstrators who shut down the World Trade Orga- 
nization (WTO) Ministerial in 1999, and continues to 
coach people of conscience in nonviolent and often pro- 
vocative direct action. But as the workshop above suggests, 
Ruckus has also been working to broaden activists' concep- 
tion of the anti-corporate globalization movement itself, 
building broad coalitions and redistributing power in an 
effort to redefine segments of the movement that it helped 
spawn. The activists, trainings and conversations at the 
Florida camp are evidence of this work. 

Chrissy Swain, a 24-year-old member of Grassy Narrows 
First Nation in Ontario, Canada, sits by the aptly named 
Peace River, which runs through the campground. Since 
December 2002, her tribe has maintained the longest 
blockade in Canadian history, preventing a Montreal lum- 
ber company from logging in the tribe's Traditional Land 
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Use Area. "A lot of the young people are frustrated with 
everything that’s been done to our community in the 
past," says Swain. "When the clearcutting started, it was 
just like 'that's enough.'" 

Carlos Alicia, a 36-year-old Puerto Rican, is representing 
the South Bronx Clean Air Coalition, which has led protests 
against a medical waste incinerator in his neighborhood 
since 1991. He made the trip south to perfect his civil 
disobedience skills and to prepare for an upcoming cam- 
paign against two major corporations back home. Alicia 
noted that at the camp, "We had the opportunity to estab- 
lish associations and networks with people from Brazil, 
Costa Rica, Argentina, Peru and Native American nations.” 

One of them is 22-year-old Urfas Bejarano, a member of the 
Ngobe tribe in Costa Rica, who relies on Alicia for translation. 
Bejarano represents the youth of his community with the 
Asociacion Cultural Ngobegue, which has organized several 
200-mile protest marches from indigenous communities to 
the capital, San Jose. During a 1999 march, they occupied the 
presidential house for more than an hour, demanding own- 
ership of land, territorial autonomy and health care. At the 
Ruckus camp, Bejerano is being trained in popular education 
practices and conflict resolution skills. "Because,” says 
Bejarano, "in my experience we have had rallies that have not 
been successful, perhaps due to lack of organization." 

A Shift in Consciousness 

Swain, Alicia and Bejarano might not be the folks who 
come to mind when most white people in the US — even 
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those on the left — close their eyes and picture an anti- 
globalization activist. But they represent the constituency 
that Ruckus is increasingly looking to for leadership. 

This represents a shift in consciousness within Ruckus, 
which is also reflected in movement terminology: What 
most activists in the US were calling the "anti-globaliza- 
tion movement" a few years ago is now more accurately 
referred to as the "primarily white sectors of the global 
justice movement." In most countries, the global justice 
movement is led by those most affected by corporate 
globalization. Consequently, Ruckus is working to support 
local struggles for global justice among low income and 
communities of color, in the belief that a global justice 
movement led by those most negatively affected is also 
possible in the US. 

Ruckus' "Crusty, Eco-Activist" Roots 

During the first few days of the Florida camp, introductory 
exercises acted as icebreakers and laid down the groundwork 
for the organization's approach to power dynamics. 

This is a far cry from earlier camps, says J.C. Callender, 
Ruckus' 37-year-old operations director. A member of rural 
North Carolina's Coharie tribe, Callender joined Ruckus 
soon after it was founded in 1996. 

"The first Ruckus camps 
were totally about skills," 
says Callender, a former 
Greenpeace organizer. 

"They were very white, 
very hetero-normative — 
basically crusty, eco-activ- 
ist hippies. It was a 
homogenous group, so 
everybody knew that ev- 
eryone else was working 
on the same issues." 

Founding fathers Mike 
Roselle, a cofounder of 
Earth First! and the 
Rainforest Action Network, and Floward "Twilly" Cannon, 
formerly a ship's captain with Greenpeace, modeled Ruckus 
after Greenpeace action camps, which had been discontin- 
ued due to budget cuts in 1995. Like Earth First! and 
Greenpeace, Ruckus was often criticized for its culture of 
machismo and lack of analysis of race, class and sexuality. 
There were objections, for instance, to men using their status 
as hot-shot climbing trainers to get with female students at 
camp. People also objected to the way older Earth First! guys 
got drunk and made passes at younger women. 

Don't Go Down that Rainbow Path 

"We've made so many mistakes," admits direct-action 
veteran John Sellers, Ruckus' white, 39-year-old executive 
director. "And we still grapple with this work. We argue about 
it and yell at each other, and sometimes it’s really painful." 

The first signs of change came in 1998, when Ruckus 
hosted an all women's camp and began to work with 
groups from international human rights "hot spots," like 
Burma, the Niger River Delta and Tibet. 

Mojgone Azemun, a 28-year-old Iranian immigrant, was 
hired as Ruckus' training director in 2001, after working 
closely with the Free Tibet movement. 


"I think," says Azemun, "what was constantly not ad- 
dressed in the organization [in the late '90s] was, what 
about indigenous people and people of color from this 
continent? Where's the space and where's the attention 
focused on their struggles?" 

According to Azemun, "The motivation behind diversi- 
fying can't just be about window dressing. It actually 
means sharing values, creating spaces where people bring 
their whole selves to the group and doing work that builds 
toward our collective liberation in a democratic way." 

Sellers points to a training camp in Malibu, just before 
the 2000 Democratic National Convention, as a watershed 
moment for Ruckus. The camp, one of the first with a large 
percentage of people of color, came to a halt after many of 
the activists of color called attention to the contradictions 
between Ruckus' desire for "diversity" and its lack of 
analysis and strategic planning. 

Caucuses, essentially breakout discussion groups, became 
part of Ruckus camps for the first time in Malibu "because 
they were demanded," says Sellers. "At my first white male 
caucus, all of us were so scared that we'd be called on all this 
stuff," he remembers. "We felt we had to solve it and fix it 
and make everything better within a few hours." 

Post-Malibu 
Restructuring 

Of course, they 
couldn't. But if early 
camps were overwhelm- 
ingly white, single-issue 
and culturally "insensi- 
tive," Ruckus has made a 
commitment to move 
toward anti-racist, multi- 
issue camp environ- 
ments, incorporating an 
analysis of power dynam- 
ics, referred to as "anti- 
oppression analysis." 

Anti-racist workshops for white people, facilitated by the 
San Francisco, California-based Challenging White Su- 
premacy, became a core part of the curriculum after the 
Malibu intervention. Ruckus also adopted the Jemez Princi- 
pals for Democratic Organizing. These guidelines were de- 
veloped by grassroots organizations, including labor and 
anti-globalization activists, in the mid-'90s. They call for 
diversity at the planning table, in staffing, an emphasis on 
bottom-up organization and a commitment to foreground 
the voices of those directly affected by globalization. 

After years of recruitment and coalition building, Ruckus' 
paid staff and training group are now primarily people of 
color, quite a change from the past. 

Ruckus' volunteer core, which remains primarily white, 
has formed an Anti-Oppression Working Group. The work- 
ing group agitates to keep an analysis of power and privilege 
at the forefront of the organization and works to develop the 
leadership of people mckus deems "most affected by the 
injustice and oppression we struggle against. " Those include 
"youth, women, people of color, indigenous people and 
immigrants, poor and working class folks, lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, gender queer and transgendered people, and other 

continued on next page 
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Ruckus has been working to broaden 
activists’ conception of the anti' corporate 
globalization movement itself, building 
broad coalitions and redistributing power 
in an effort to redefine segments of the 
movement that it helped spawn . 



continued from previous page 
historically marginalized communities." 

Following the WTO meetings in November 1 999, Ruckus 
focused on training activists for mass mobilizations orga- 
nized against the WTO, Free Trade Area of the Americas 
and the World Bank. Today, the organization has ex- 
panded its agenda to include more localized struggles. 
Most of 2004 will be spent supporting environmental 
justice work in Harlem, economic justice work in Atlanta 
and Detroit, the fight against a giant pipeline above the 
Arctic Circle and the Indigenous Environmental Network's 
Native Youth Leadership Training program. 

Cultivating "Safe Space" 

There inevitably have been conflicts and false steps as 
Ruckus has shed its past in favor of a culture that is more 
welcoming to "historically marginalized communities." 
The growing pains were clearly visible at the Florida camp. 

The better part of a day was devoted to a debate between 
animal rights activists (primarily white) and meat eaters 
(primarily working class and people of color). There was 
conflict when meat was 
brought into the histori- 
cally vegetarian and vegan 
camp space for the first 
time, at the demands of 
many people of color. 

John Taylor, a 25-year-old 
organizer with the African 
American Environmental 
Justice Action Network in 
Atlanta, Georgia, was one 
of them. 

"In America, if you have 
access to resources and 
wealth you can make a con- 
scious decision not to eat 
meat," says Taylor. "But if 
you come from one of my 
communities then you eat 
whatever is given to you, 
because you don't have the luxury to say, 'I don't want to 
eat that.'" Taylor also noted that meat is an important part 
of many indigenous spiritual traditions. 

"We made it necessary for Ruckus to provide meeting 
spaces for us to talk about what issues of classism and 
racism exist, where someone else's culture is not being 
represented at a progressive camp," says Taylor. "And what 
makes Ruckus progressive is the fact that it dealt with that 
issue and didn't suppress it." 

The tongue-in-cheek "gender aptitude tests" that camp- 
ers found in the port-a-potties suggested growth around 
queer and trans issues. But Sasha Vodnik, a mohawked 32- 
year-old from Richmond, Virginia, noted that "no one in 
the queer caucus self-identified or came out as a person of 
color. " While there were non-heterosexual identified people 
of color at the camp, the most vocal and visibly queer 
activists were white. This unfortunately perpetuates both 
the belief that homosexuality is the "white American 
disease" and the invisibility of non-heterosexual identi- 
fied people of color. What do you think of when you close 
your eyes and think of a queer activist? 
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Alcohol, traditionally a "social lubricant" at Ruckus 
camps, was banned at the Florida training. The Indigenous 
Environmental Network will not participate in a camp 
with alcohol, explains Callender, "because alcohol has 
been used as a weapon of colonization and has had such a 
devastating impact on indigenous communities. 

"Being a native person, I've had an awful history of 
alcoholism in my own family," says Callender. "There are 
a lot of people who are struggling with that, and if you're 
not providing a safe environment for them, chances are 
they won't say anything — they just won't come back." 

Training camps are still about building skills, says 
Callender, "but it's about building skills within the context 
of an anti-oppression movement. All these issues are usu- 
ally the white elephant in the room for a lot of organizing. 
Instead of trying to ignore it, trying to work around it or 
hoping that it will go away, we're hitting it head on and 
making it part of the work we're doing." 

Still, many have pointed out that camp culture remains 
dominated by a certain style of activism, originating from 
urban centers like the San Francisco Bay Area and New York 

City. Certain approaches to 
problem solving and elitism 
alienated people, particu- 
larly union members, rural 
folk and working class activ- 
ists. Is Ruckus substituting 
one exclusionary form of or- 
ganizing with another? 

"The camp isn't white 
dominated," says 21 -year- 
old Nick Tilsen, a member 
of South Dakota’s Lakota 
tribe. "But it is urban, lib- 
eral culture. And it's actu- 
ally something that rural 
indigenous people are not 
a part of and don't neces- 
sarily want to be a part of." 

Tilsen and Charmaine 
White Face, his 56-year-old 
aunt — "probably the oldest one here," she says — are repre- 
senting Defenders of the Black Hills, a nonprofit organiza- 
tion working to stop logging in areas that hold some of the 
last sacred places on their tribal lands. 

An Evolving Process 

Most campers recognize that these questions and con- 
flicts are part of a continuing conversation within Ruckus 
as well as the primarily white sectors of the global justice 
movement. Many are arguing that if they are to be effective 
and relevant to the global justice movement as a whole, 
then they must continue to prioritize the leadership of 
those most negatively affected by globalization, shift move- 
ment culture, bridge gaps between local and global struggles, 
and incorporate an analysis of group power dynamics. 

While many organizers still think that this struggle is a 
distraction from work against corporate globalization, 
Ruckus believes that "in reality, this struggle is the work." 

Joseph Plaster is a white queer. Thanks to Jackie Downing, 
Laurel Paget-Seekins, Gabriel Sayegh, Chris Crass and 
Kate Berrigan. 



Ruckus staff members take a break by the Peace River 


How I Became an Ecowarrior 

Part II 


by Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

Editors' Note: In the last issue of the Journal, Free began his 
story by describing the first time he went out into the forest. 
With the help of experienced activists, Free climbed a tree to 
begin setting the lines for a treesit. After camping alone for 
several days, he was caught in a blizzard and barely made it 
through the night. The story continues the next morning. 

I packed my gear and stashed what I would leave behind 
in the forest. I threw on my pack and started the 10-mile 
hike back to an asphalt road. 

About halfway down, the 
snow turned to rain with a 
slight rise in temperature. 

When I got to Highway 18, 
the road that runs through 
Oregon's Willamette National 
Forest, I started the 20-odd- 
mile hike to the nearest town. 

Fortunately, I got a ride after 
about a mile. Unfortunately, 
it was in the back of a pick-up 
truck in the pouring rain. 

When I got into Eugene, I 
went to the only place I knew: 
a local coffee shop that was 
friendly to forest defenders. I 
sat in the corner drinking my 
free cup of coffee and shiver- 
ing. I was found there by a 
womyn who is now one of 
my closest friends. She didn't 
know me then, but she was 
friends with the pros, and she 
had heard about me. I wasn't 
really able to talk well or to 
explain everything right then. 

She knew right away that I 
had hypothermia, so she brought me to her home and 
took care of me. 

Her house became a sort of in-town basecamp. During 
the next month, a friend and 1 traveled back and forth 
between town and the woods. We climbed trees, took 
measurements and planned out a treesit. 

I continued talking regularly to the young tree that had 
sheltered me through the night of the snowstorm. I also 
started talking to the trees I climbed. I soon started calling 
the tree that I would eventually live in "Happy." It just fit. 

I began to be able to feel the energy of the forest around 
me. My senses felt enhanced. I could smell rain half a day 
away. I could tell when there were others somewhere in the 
forest. I learned how to use this energy, how to communi- 
cate with the forest better. I learned to use the magik of the 


woods to avoid being seen by Freddies (US Forest Service 
cops) — even when I was standing three feet in front of them. 

This forest was my home. I was prepared to die for it. I was 
more than prepared to fight for it. 

On April 19, 1998, 1 climbed to the platform we had hung 
from the branches of "Happy" — the first treesit at what would 
come to be known as Red Cloud Thunder and the Fall Creek 
treevillage. I was joined by a veteran treesitter, who made sure 
that I "knew the ropes.” 

On April 20, we were discovered by the Freddies. They 
caught our supply line on the ground, and a tug of war 

ensued. Ultimately, we were 
forced to cut the line. 

The next day, we watched 
as giant trees were felled. 
When a tree that big falls, it 
shrieks all the way down. It 
lands with a thud that rattles 
the Earth up to a mile away. I 
wanted to rappel down and 
stop the loggers, but my friend 
wouldn't let me. He tried to 
comfort me, saying that this 
was part of it. Some trees will 
fall, others will stand. Yet, his 
kind demeanor could not stop 
my tears from falling. 

He stayed with me for al- 
1 most a week. During that time, 
| we sat through miserable cold 
| and wet rain, wind so strong that 
| thecenterofgravityinthetreesit 
I would change as the tree swayed, 
| even two lightning storms. 

1 A lot of people will glorify 
| treesitting as this warm and 
15 fuzzy experience. I did it on 
and off for two years, some- 
times sitting for months at a 
time. I sat through frozen lines covered in icicles, snow and 
sleet, breaking limbs and lines and hovering helicopters. It 
is a beautiful and horrible experience, and any person who 
does it for any length of time does so out of necessity. 

After my friend left, I was the only one in the forest, all 
alone up in Happy. Still, I was loving life sitting under the 
warm Spring sun and blue sky. I felt a sense of belonging 
that I'd never felt before. I could feel the magik of Mother 
Earth in my blood. I finally, truly, understood what it was 
to be a human and to be alive. 

I climbed up to my perch, the branch above the treesit. 
I sat cross-legged with my back against Happy, and I began 
to meditate. I went into a trance. I forgot that there was a 
plywood platform below me. I forgot that I was a single 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
entity. I felt the roots of Happy like they were my own. I 
breathed the air like it was a part of me. I felt connected to 
everything around me. I reached out to Momma Earth, and 
I felt her take my hand. 

I felt so in tune with the ebb and flow of life around me. 
I asked her what it felt like to have humanity forget so 
much and attack her every day like a cancer. I told her I 
needed to know; I needed to feel it. 

She granted my request. My body began to pour sweat. 
I felt severe pain all over, and spasms wracked my body. 
Tears ran down my face. I could feel every factory dumping 
toxins into the air, water and land. I could feel every strip 
mine, clearcut, toxic dump and nuclear waste site. I felt my 
body being suffocated by con- 
crete. I could feel every awful 
thing our "civilized" way of 
life inflicts on the natural 
world. The feeling only lasted 
a second, but it will stay with 
me for the rest of my life. 

My life changed that day. I 
made a vow to dedicate myself 
to the struggle for the freedom 
and liberation of all life — hu- 
man, animal and Earth. We are 
all interconnected. We are all 
made of the same living mat- 
ter, and we all call this planet 
home. I vowed to defend my 
home. I vowed to stand in de- 
fense of Mother Earth. 

The Fall Creek campaign 
grew. I came down from the 
treesit and others went up. We 
had a huge influx of anarchist 
street kids who came for a punk 
gathering in the woods, and at 
that point, I felt I was needed 
on the ground. 

I helped to organize road 
blockades, cat and mouse with 
the bulldozers and security pa- 
trols. More importantly, a group 
of us worked to keep the spectrum of tactics open. We were 
determined not to allow the sometimes dogmatic adher- 
ence to "nonviolence" to rule the campaign. I'm not against 
nonviolence; we used it with great effectiveness at Fall 
Creek. But no matter what, we were not going to let this 
forest fall. 

When the road workers buried a kid in dirt with a 
bulldozer — and the Freddies stood by laughing and saying, 
"We didn't see anything" — we'd had enough. The next 
day, armed with clubs and roadblocks, we stood our ground. 
When a kid was attacked with a machete, we fought back. 
When the US Forest Service sent climbers to remove 
treesitters, we chased them out. If Freddies were in the 
woods, we surrounded them and made them leave. If 
Freddies were spying on our camp and would not an- 
nounce their presence in the woods, we threw rocks. When 
the Freddies pulled their pepper spray, we pulled ours. 


Above the basecamp flew a banner: "If trees fall, blood 
spills. " We were denounced in some circles of activists and 
applauded in others. 

The Freddies quickly realized that we would not be 
bullied. If they pushed us, we pushed back. The authorities 
gave us a strange level of respect. I think they realized that 
their power meant nothing to us, which made them treat 
us as equals. 1 also think they were afraid to piss us off. 

There are a thousand stories about Fall Creek and Red 
Cloud Thunder and about all of the people who lived 
there or passed through over the years. There were beau- 
tiful moments, like when the security guard that was 
hired to protect the big machines helped to carry supplies 
to our basecamp. Or the time when the loggers joined us 

for a beer to bitch about their 
boss and company practices. 
There was conflict, tragedy and 
love. There was some violence 
and more than one brawl with 
the Freddies. There was also a 
family of devoted friends who, 
together, saved a forest that to 
us was sacred. 

Today, Fall Creek still stands. 
It was ultimately saved by some 
wonderful people who worked 
through the legal system. They 
found several red tree voles and 
nests, which the US Forest Ser- 
vice had conveniently over- 
looked. Thus, the forest was 
saved using the US Forest 
Service's own rules. 

However, if it was not for the 
hundreds of brave womyn and 
men — who stood their ground, 
held the blockades, sat in the 
trees, brought out supplies and 
fought off the Freddies, climb- 
■T ers and hostile workers — Fall 
& Creek would never have stood 
long enough for it to be saved 
by legal means. 

Our Mother Earth is a living 
being, the giver of life and our home. The places we 
defend are ecosystems that support all kinds of life, 
including ours. The struggle for the Earth, for animals 
and humyns, is not one of separate issues. It is not just 
a struggle of the oppressed against the oppressors. 

It is a struggle for us to remember a different way of 
life, one forgotten by our society. Our lifestyles have to 
change. We must learn to walk in harmony and balance 
with the world around us. We must teach these ways to 
our children so that they can build on them and teach 
their children. 

We have also inherited the task of ensuring that there 
will be wild places and animals left. That the world our 
children grow up in is not one of pollution. We must fight 
to ensure that their world is free from oppression in all of 
its forms. It is not our children's battle, and we cannot 
leave it for them to fight. 



Fall Creek, Winter 2000 
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The movement to protect the Earth needs to employ 
many tactics. It will be necessary to use property destruc- 
tion and sabotage. In some cases, like Fall Creek, people 
will be forced to defend themselves or others. We must 
support the people who make this stand, because they are 
fighting for so much, and they are risking their lives and 
freedom to do it. 

There comes a point when, if you are paying attention, you 
become aware of all the wrongs and injustices around you. 
We have already lost too much; we cannot lose any more. You 
must decide what is important. You have to decide if you are 
willing to be part of something larger than yourself, and you 
have to decide if you are willing to fight for it. 

If your answer is "yes," then it is time for you to pick up 


your spear, draw a line on the ground and say: 

"You have come this far, and you shall come no further. 
I have a voice, and I will use it. I will speak for the voiceless, 
and if you will not hear my words then you will feel my 
actions. I will not let you rape, murder and oppress any 
longer. I am a warrior, and I will fight you." 

To all the brave womyn and men out there fighting with 
the Earth Liberation Front and Animal Liberation Front, 
fighting for humyn freedom, fighting for a better world with 
equality and justice, my heart and gratitude is with you. May 
you always live free. May you strike like lightning and 
disappear with the wind. May all our dreams come true. 

Free is serving a 22-year sentence for burning SUVs at a car 
dealership in Eugene, Oregon, in June 2000. 
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June 12 
International 
Day of Action 
& Solidarity 
for Free 


June marks the beginning of the fourth year that our 
friend and comrade, Jeff "Free" Luers, has been held 
captive by the state. Sentenced to 22 years and eight 
months in 2001 for burning three SUVs at Romania 
Chevrolet in Eugene, Oregon, Free has continued to be 
active in prison and to fight back with his words and 
inspiration. On June 12, we aim to strengthen his efforts 
by promoting a worldwide day of action and solidarity 
for Free. 

Free's imprisonment and sentence is without a doubt 
intolerable, but keep in mind that his sentence is yours 
as well. It is meant as a deterrent to social and environ- 
mental movements everywhere. Let us not forget that 
when you fight with Free for his freedom, you fight for 
yourselves and your freedom. 

This day of action will mean many things to many 
people, and we encourage you to take whatever action 
fits your local situation and your desires. Some ideas 
include film screenings, protests at SUV dealerships, 
wheat-pasting campaigns, letter writing and outreach, 
music shows and direct actions. When planning your 
event, it is important to consider whether your action 


will help Free's situation. Remember that what we do on 
the outside has an impact on his life on the inside — 
sometimes it's positive, and sometimes it's negative. 

There is no central organizing body or group to check 
in with, but theJ12 Organizing Committee can help by 
providing you with fliers, graphics, videos, zines and 
stickers. It is imperative that you are able to speak about 
Free's case if you do a public event. Take some time and 
read about Free's situation. 

There will be events in many US cities and in countries 
such as England, Australia, Finland, Brazil and Russia. If 
you choose to hold a public event, email us, and we will 
include your information in outreach materials. After 
June 12, send us write-ups, photos and updates to post 
online. Many people have contacted us with a desire to 
do more for Free, and the June 12 day of action is the 
perfect time to show your solidarity. 

For more information, contact Friends of Free, 
freefreenow@mutualaid.org; www.freefreenow.org; 
Break the Chains, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440; 
www.breakthechains.net; Free's Defense Network, POB 
3, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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Behind the Barbed Wire 
with Sherman Austin 


BY LUPE 

Approaching the Tucson Federal Correctional Institu- 
tion, I immediately noticed the barbed-wire fences sur- 
rounding the facility that separate Sherman from the 
"free" world. I sighed at the thought that within minutes, 
I would be able to see him — but within hours, I would 
have to leave the facility without him. I pondered what 
our reactions would be. It had been three months since 
we had seen each other. Sherman had written to me about 
being homesick and wishing to be transferred closer to 
home — but behind bars, he 
doesn't get to choose. 

As I entered the prison, the metal 
detector caught my eye, as did the 
guards staring at me. I felt their 
eyes on me and thought that at 
any moment they would say, "So, 
you're here to visit the 'terror boy.'" 

Instead, they just handed me a 
form to fill out, and I turned it in 
with my identification. Some of 
the questions on the form were 
quite ridiculous: "Do you have any 
cameras, weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, food, electronic devices, nar- 
cotics, etc.?" 

"Visit for Austin," the guard 
called. I got up and signed the 
visitor book. Meanwhile, the 
guards checked my clear purse 
that held about 10 dollars in loose 
change for the vending machines 
in the visiting room and a hotel 
key — pretty much the only things 
that anyone is allowed to carry in. They then asked me 
to take off my shoes and to pass through the metal 
detector. I passed without a beep and was then tested for 
drugs with a special ionic machine that works like a 
vacuum. 1 had to raise my arms while they sucked 
particles off my clothing. 1 felt awkward, but I imagined 
it was less of an ordeal than what Sherman has to go 
through on a daily basis. 

On the way to the visiting room, the barbed wire was 
more apparent, like what Sherman had described to me: "I 
think they purposely put it in certain areas, like right above 
the entrance to the food court, so it’s the first thing that 
you see when you get up in the morning and go to 
breakfast. It's there to remind you that you're 'a prisoner.'" 

I got a turning feeling in my stomach by partly experienc- 
ing his physical and mental sentence. 


I waited anxiously in the visiting room amidst rows of 
plastic chairs under exhausting fluorescent lights. One by 
one, inmates were brought in after they had been patted 
down by a guard. After 20 minutes, Sherman appeared in 
khaki pants, a khaki shirt and black, steel-toe boots. At 
first, he glanced all over the place, looking for me like a 
lost little boy. Once we locked eyes, our smiles were 
unstoppable. We rushed to each other and were allowed 
to hug and kiss for a few minutes. It was so refreshing to 
feel him and smell his long dreads. After our "allowed 
touch time" was up, we sat down and held hands through- 
out the visit. He put his arm 
around me a couple of times until 
a guard came up to us and said 
that we were not allowed to do 
that. I felt like I was back in high 
school with all the rules, fences, 
guards, security and uniforms. 

Sherman and I constantly stared 
at each other looking for changes. 

I noticed that he had gained muscle 
and a couple of pounds. He told 
me that he works out twice a day 
because having a routine helps the 
days go by faster and builds self- 
discipline. I noticed that Sherman 
had a cold. He always seems to be 
catching some sort of cold or flu in 
there. I guess by being in such 
close quarters, illnesses just bounce 
back and forth between prisoners. 
At first, I was worried that he 
wouldn't be able to eat right with 
his vegetarian diet. He is lucky 
though, because one of the prison 
chefs will cook soy meat on occasion. 

Amongst the other physical changes was his face, 
which seemed to have years added to it from all of 
the stress that he's been going through. In a picture 
he had sent to me from the prison for my birthday, I 
could see how his boyish stare seemed hard-edged. But 
during our visit, he seemed to regain some of his glow. 

I guess the hardened look could just have been home- 
sickness and prison life. Either way, I was glad to have 
the lively Sherman in front of me. He is truly an amazing 
spirit with phenomenal abilities to transform all the 
negative aspects of his situation into something posi- 
tive. I love this about him. Even though his physical 
appearance is changing a little, his heart and mind 
continue in the same path of maturing strength, com- 
passion, love and intelligence. 
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We talked and talked about a variety of topics. Sherman 
said that he is very glad to be receiving support letters 
and that he is reading all of them. Letters seem to be part 
of his motivation to move forward and stay strong. 

He sends thanks and appreciation to all of you 
who have taken the time to write to him. 

We also talked about the books that he had 
just finished reading, including the Elaine 
Brown story, A Taste of Power, and Lockdown 
America by Christian Parenti. He shares 
his books with fellow inmates. Since a 
lot of his books deal with imprison- ». 
ment, Sherman feels that he should 
share this wealth of information 
with other inmates. Education is a 
powerful tool. 

Sherman also mentioned that 
in this facility he gets the chance 
to play music. He plays bass guitar 
for a prison rock band, and he 
plays drums for the prison chapel 
on Saturday evenings. Many other 
facilities don't offer this, so it's 
good that he has this opportunity 
while serving time. It also helps 
him practice for when he comes 
out, because one of his main focuses 
will be writing music with conscious 
lyrics. We're still not sure if he will 
be able to use computers for his art 
due to the three-year probation. I 
guess we'll know when he meets 
with his probation officer. 

As we continued with our visit, 
inmates who also had visitors would 
pass by us and say hello to him: 

"What's up Sherm Tank (Sherms or 
Shermanator)?" I found it a bit 
amusing. I was glad to see this 
interaction. He would tell me about 
some of them. One of the guys was 
the singer of the rock band that 
Sherman plays bass for at the 
prison. From what I saw, Sherman 
hasn't had a problem making 


friends. I got to see that other inmates were not Holly- 
wood stereotypes but were "regular people," as Sherman 
said, with families and loved ones on the outside. Most 
of them are in prison for nonviolent drug of- 
fenses, and this really made me think about 
the prison system. I noticed that many of 
these prisoners seem to come from low- 
income families and the majority were 
people of color. 

Sherman and I talked about his 
case. Sherman further realizes the 
railroading and manipulation 
that were involved in his case 
to set him up. He was used 
to "set an example to deter 
future revolutionaries." Be- 
ing in prison, he replays and 
4 analyzes facts repeatedly. 
The injustice doesn't fade 
away. For Sherman and those 
supporting him, this case 
isn't closed. 

Our first three-hour visit flew 
by in a flash. The guards an- 
nounced, "Visitation is over! In- 
mates to the red chairs! Visitors 
to the door!" We were again 
allowed to give a quick hug and 
kiss goodbye. I felt like shrink- 
ing small enough so that I could 
fit into his pocket or vice versa. 
We joked about this, to break 
the sadness. 

While Sherman held me tight 
in his arms, he reassured me that 
this nightmare sentence would 
be over soon and that he would 
come out upgraded to version 
Sherman 2.0. I couldn't help 
but to laugh at his goofy hu- 
mor and feel comforted. His 
positive energy made me feel 
more serene along with the 
thought that I would be back 
to visit him again soon. 



Sherman and Lupe in the visiting room at FCI Tucson 


the injustice doesn’t fade away.. 


"They are going to be on me for the rest of my life. 
This isn't something I can simply run away from or 
hide from by a change of lifestyle. The only thing that 
can bring this to an end is some kind of social change. 
That's why I didn't really lay low during my case, 
because it wasn't going to change anything. Everyone 
was telling my mom and me to be very quiet about 
everything, because it could 'hurt my case.' it was false, 
because the judge's mind and the FBI's mind were 
already made up from the start. So, the only thing that 


could have been done strategically was to be very vocal 
about it and continue organizing. It would have at 
least organized more people and increased awareness, 
which is a key element that eventually leads to change. 
That to me is more important to focus on, rather than 
'laying low,' because it's not like you're loosing any- 
thing. You're still going to struggle and end up in jail 
or struggle and live in paranoid fear of running your 
whole life. Both things are a prison." 

— Sherman Austin 
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by Stu Sugarman 

Dear EF! Lawyer, 

In July 2003, John Ashcroft brought 
charges against Greenpeace for au- 
thorizing a civil disobedience action 
where two activists climbed onto a 
cargo ship off the coast of Florida in 
April 2002. The ship was carrying 
Brazilian mahogany, and the activ- 
ists tried to unfurl a banner urging 
Bush to stop illegal logging. How can 
a nonprofit organization be prosecuted 
for the activities of its supporters? 
What are the legal implications for 
us as activists? What does this mean 
for Greenpeace? 

— Enviros-R-Us 


Dear Enviros, t \ ' : ' ■■ #gl tion could be a great disaster. 

First, please read the March-April ! T While the case proceeds, I expect 

2004 issue of the Earth First! Journal g Greenpeace will have nothing re- 

tor Lenny's excellent article about | motely to do with boarding ships 

Ashcroft's Greenpeace prosecution. ; in US waters, which has been a 

by many 

r groups. 

Greenpeace stands to lose and how risks a $10,000 fine, loss of its tax- 

the case is going. Greenpeace action on illegal logs, which were exempt status and worst of all, 

A nonprofit corporation can be apprehended by Brazilian authorities five years probation. During that 

prosecuted for the activities of its supporters if the organi- probation, the government could get its paws on 
zation acted in concert with them. Sadly, the explanation Greenpeace's internal records, including financial records 
for this is pretty simple. Under federal law, any corpora- and maybe even membership lists. This final possibility is 
tion, including a nonprofit, is treated as a person. While a particularly scary for Greenpeace, because people may 
criminal statute prohibits a person from planning with not want to send checks to the organization if the govern- 
others to board a ship, Greenpeace's structure as a non- ment is able to, openly or not, take down those people's 
profit will probably not be much of a hurdle for the names. If Greenpeace loses, it could set a dangerous 
prosecutor to overcome. precedent where other action-oriented organizations and 

Legal implications for activists and organizations from their supporters would face similar consequences, 
this prosecution are potentially severe. Depending on the I see another future, however. I see a future where people 
outcome, this case could discourage any civil disobedience rally around Greenpeace now and throughout the prosecu- 
activity where the government is able to prove that an tion, increasing the organization's membership, building 
organization was involved in some way. In Greenpeace's its financial base and improving its effectiveness. I see 
case, the government alleges that the organization vio- more activists volunteering for Greenpeace and other 
latedthe 1872 Sailor Mongering Act. Similarly, the govern- direct action groups in order to protect our natural envi- 
ment could potentially charge any group whose members ronment and also to teach this court-appointed govern- 
take part in civil disobedience for violating any criminal ment that attempts to crush us will backfire. I see Bush 
law that fits the facts of that particular case. losing this trial as members of the jury decide that their 

This case will not affect those individuals who decide to rights trump any politically motivated prosecution, 
risk arrest, whether or not they are supported by an Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, 
organization. It may, however, make nonprofit organiza- LLC, 3430 SE Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214; 
tions very skittish about having anything to do with civil blc@hevanet.com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the 
disobedience actions. subject line. 


Page 44 Earth First! Beltane 2004 


Helen Woodson: 

The Truth Bears Repeating 



Plowshares anti-war activist Helen Woodson was re- 
leased from prison on March 9, after completing an 1 8-year 
sentence for using a pneumatic jackhammer to disarm a 
nuclear missile silo in Missouri, mailing warning letters to 
officials with bullets inside, robbing a bank and burning 
the money. Woodson was arrested again two days later. 

In keeping with her promise to report to federal proba- 
tion officials within 72 hours of her release, Woodson 
entered the federal courthouse in Kansas City, Missouri, 
on the morning of March 11. 

Woodson describes her arrest: 

"As agreed, I reported to the federal courthouse, which 
also houses the probation and marshal's offices. I had with 
me my release papers upon which 
1 had written, 'I will not abide by 
these conditions,' and a plastic 
coffee mug filled with red enamel 
paint. When the guards at the 
lobby desk called me over, I told 
them 1 was reporting. Since it was 
obvious that I wouldn't get be- 
yond them with the cup, I said, 

'The government has blood on its 
hands,' and dumped the paint on 
their countertop." 

Woodson was initially charged 
with a probation violation, 
namely the destruction of gov- 
ernment property. A second 
charge, communicating a threat 
of a weapon of mass destruction, 
was added as a result of a phone 
call Woodson reportedly made 
following her release from prison 
and prior to her arrest. The maxi- 
mum sentence is life in prison. 

During Woodson's two days of 
freedom, she also allegedly mailed 
four letters that could be con- 
strued as making threats. She was 
visited by a postal inspector and 
told that additional charges would 
be brought against her based on 
the letters. 

Woodson has indicated that she 
will not contest any truthful in- 
formation behind these charges. 

In a letter dated March 28, she 
writes, "I did indeed do what the 
charges will say, and I will show in 


court at my sentencing that everything I communicated is 
absolutely true. I wouldn't have said it if it were not." 

You can send letters to Helen D. Woodson, #03231-045, 
Bates County Jail, POB 60, Butler, MO 64730. 

In addition to regular mail (which is opened and in- 
spected), Woodson may also receive self-adhesive postage 
stamps and magazines. Newspapers and news clippings 
are not allowed. 

The "library" at the jail where Woodson is being held 
consists of one cardboard box full of books. Individuals can 
send donations of books, new or used, directly to Woodson — 
there is no need to order them from a publisher. 

For more information, contact nukeresister@igc.org. 


November 1 1, 1 984 to March 1 2, 2004 

Following is a statement Woodson wrote prior to her release from prison. 

In the Gospel of Matthew we are told, "No one can serve two masters." 
Today, as perhaps never before in history, it is necessary for each of us to ask, 
"Whom do we serve?” 

Whom do we serve when we name the first explosion of an atomic bomb 
"Trinity?" When we call a fast-attack submarine "Corpus Christi" (Body of 
Christ)? When the spires of the Air Force Academy chapel are shaped like 
missiles? When we possess 1 1,000 nuclear weapons, and our military policy 
is one of preemptive first strike? 

Whom do we serve when the president who took his oath on a Bible leads 
us into a war based on lies and deception? When we explode hundreds of 
tons of depleted uranium shells, poisoning the air, water and soil, and 
inflicting sickness and death on both civilian populations and our own 
military personnel? 

Whom do we serve when the federal courts, which begin each session by 
invoking God's blessing, sanction abortion, environmental destruction, 
capital punishment and war? When we print "In God We Trust" on the 
money and then use it to finance death and destruction all over the world? 

Two thousand years ago, when people were asked whom they served, they 
answered, "We have no king but Caesar!” The religious terms in which we 
clothe our murderous deeds cannot obfuscate the truth; we too have no king 
but Caesar. 

A life of faith calls us to a different answer, one exemplified by two saints 
of the early church. Leaving the Roman army, St. Martin of Tours said, "I am 
a soldier of Jesus Christ; it is not permissible for me to fight," and St. 
Maximilian, martyred for refusing military conscription, said, "I cannot do 
evil. I will not be a soldier of this world." 

In 1984, on the feast day of St. Martin, I was one of four people who went 
to a Missouri missile silo to witness to that truth. In 2004, on the feast day 
of St. Maximilian, I am expected to report to a Missouri probation office and 
accept government supervision of my life and conscience. The Christian life 
is one of ongoing repentance in the service of God, and so again, 1 must 
witness to that truth. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 

Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, 
books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read everything that you write to 
a prisoner. The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support groups 
worldwide. The EF! Journal offers discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us for more information. 



Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Sherman Austin, #51565-054, FCI 
Tucson, 8901 S Wilmot Rd, Tucson, AZ 
85706, USA. Serving one year for main- 
taining a website that contained links 
to other websites with information on 
how to make explosives. In February, 
the FBI refused to return property seized 
during a raid on Austin's home, instead 
turning it over to the state of California 
for further investigation and possible 
prosecution. At this time, funds are 
being raised for Austin's ongoing legal 
defense. For more information, visit 
www.freesherman.org. 

•Benjamin Persky, who was serving 
up to six years for property destruction 
at the homes of Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS) affiliates, has been released. 

•Rae Schilling, who was serving four- 
and-a-half years for harassment of HLS 
shareholders, has been released. 

•Camilo Viveiros, a community or- 
ganizer and housing activist, was ar- 
rested with more than 400 other 
protesters in August 2000, during the 
Republican National Convention in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He faced 
first-degree felony charges for his par- 
ticipation in the protests. After more 
than three years of delays by the pros- 
ecution, his trial finally began on April 
5. Viveiros and his two codefendants, 
Darby Landy and Eric Steinberg, stood 
before a judge and told the story of 
how former Philadelphia Police Com- 
missioner John Timoney violently re- 
pressed protesters. On the second day 
of the trial, the judge acquitted the 
trio of activists. For more information, 
visit www.friendsofcamilo.org. 

•Naomi Wagner, a long-time North 
Coast Earth First! activist and 58-year- 
old grandmother, began a "Fast for 
the Forest" on March 23, to coincide 
with the beginning of a 40-day sen- 
tence for resisting arrest. She plans to 
fast during her entire incarceration. 
Wagner was convicted following a 
March 2003 protest in which she 
locked herself to a small tree at the 
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base of a 1,200-year-old redwood. A 
total of 45 people were arrested as they 
took action against Maxxam/Pacific 
Lumber's logging practices in the 
Freshwater watershed near Eureka, 
California. When asked if she was con- 
cerned about the effects of fasting on 
her health, Wagner replied, "I'm con- 
cerned about the health of the forest." 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire 0X6 OPZ, UK. 
Serving 10 years for attacking the 
managing director of HLS, rescuing 
600 guinea pigs from a lab supplier 
and planting incendiary devices un- 
der slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Hanna Ekegren, Box 1005, 718 92 
Frovi, Sweden. Serving 10 months for 
damaging equipment at a chicken pro- 
cessing plant and destroying the eggs 
of thousands of chickens that would 
have been bred for the industry. 

•Paul Holliday, KA9328, HMP 
Lindholme, Bawtry Rd, Hatfield 
Woodhouse, Doncaster, Yorks DN7 
6EE, UK. Serving one-and-a-half years 
for making phone calls to animal abus- 
ers, including HLS shareholders, hunt- 
ers and agricultural suppliers. 

•Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP 
Hull, Hedon Rd, Hull HU9 5LS, UK. 
Serving five years for making phone 
calls to animal abusers, including 
HLS shareholders, hunters and agri- 
cultural suppliers. 

Ecodefense 

• Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya J6, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years 
for telling the world that the nuclear 
radiation around Chernobyl was worse 
than the government reported. 

•Marco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 
55, 8330 Pfaffikon/ZH, Switzerland. 
Serving 10 years for using explosives 
to target nuclear facility powerlines. 
He reads French, German, Spanish 
and Italian. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque. Apdo. 250, 
31080-Irunez Pamplona, Navarra, 
Spain. Serving nearly five years for 
sabotaging a dam construction site. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight months 
for arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 


SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half years 
for conspiracy to commit arson and 
possession of incendiary devices to de- 
stroy SUVs. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909-051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048, USA. Serving 80 years for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, 
escape and bank robbery. Chubbuck 
funneled money that he stole from 
banks to the Zapatista Army of Na- 
tional Liberation in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Movement 
activist, is serving life in prison after 
being framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 
100 years each. Although many of the 
MOVE prisoners are listed together, they 
must be written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, andjanine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politi- 
cally active journalist, was framed for 
the murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90521, A-5- 
248 UP, Centinella State Prison, POB 
901, Imperial, CA 92251, USA. Lamont, 
an Earth First !er, is serving three years 
for possession of an incendiary device. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory 
minimum sentence for throwing a 
rock at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim the 


Streets action in Eugene, Oregon. 

• Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1500 
W Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end of US 
military maneuvers on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Actions taken 
during a victory celebration led to the arrest 
and conviction of several activists, who 
were charged with conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. Although they share the 
same address, they must be written to sepa- 
rately: MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico 00922-2147. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069. Serv- 
ing two years and nine months. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069. 
Serving five years. 

•Nestor de Jesus Guishard, #21716- 
069. Serving one year and two months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Net- 
work, 818 SW Third Ave, PMB 354, 
Portland, OR 97204, USA. 

•Books Through Bars, 4722 Balti- 
more Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, 
USA; www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin 
St, Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, 
Eugene, OR 97440, USA. 

•Friends of Free, www.freefreenow.org. 

•North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group, POB 69597, 
5845 Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3, Canada. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, 
POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 110 Arling- 
ton St, Boston, MA 02116, USA; 
www.prisonbookprogram.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At- 
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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Global Days of Action Against Ecocide & Empire 


From June 8-10, the Group of Eight (G8) will 
meet in Sea Island, Georgia. The G8 is an associa- 
tion of the eight wealthiest nations in the world: 
France, Germany, Japan, the United Kingdom, 
Italy, Russia, Canada and the US. The meetings will 
not only include state leaders but also officials 
from the corporations that inflict the atrocities 
that wealth demands. These individuals will dis- 
cuss how to make the world an even easier place to 
extract profit and to create wealth for Empire. 

Rather than join in with the well-intentioned 
plea to "share the wealth," we should utilize the 
occasion of the G8 summit to collectively take aim 
at the notion of wealth itself. By nature, wealth is 
not sustainable. It takes more than it gives back. It 
has always been accumulated through the limit- 
less extraction and control of the Earth's resources: 
water, air, forests, oceans, diversity of life forms 
and culture, as well as the labor of people and 
animals. For wealth to be maintained, this extrac- 
tion must spread like a cancer, always searchingfor 
new colonies. Once it has consumed what it can, 
it returns again and again in different forms and 
shapes to feed on the already dispossessed. The 
pursuit of wealth generates Empire. 

The extent of damage inflicted by Empire is 
evidenced throughout the biosphere and on ev- 
ery level of dominant culture. In the southeastern 
US, mountaintops are clearcut, blasted off and 



piled into ravines, triggering catastrophic floods 
and landslides — all to mine coal to generate 
power. In the last remaining fragments of primal 
forest in the Northwest, old-growth dependent 
species vanish as their habitats shrink. In the 
Southwest, rivers are sucked dry for industrial 
livestock production, golf courses and suburban 
sprawl. The skies of the Northeast are choked 
with toxins emitted by Tupperware and tampon 
factories. Globally, Empire burns, poisons and 
starves in its various wars for resource control. 
The meddling hands of Empire manipulate eco- 
nomic, ethnic and religious tensions in the pur- 
suit of power and profit. 

In Solidarity with those fighting Empire around 
the world, may we in the G8 countries hold those 
at the helm of this ship of fools responsible. A call 
has been made for Global Days of Action against 
Empire during the June G8 Summit in Georgia. In 
support of that mobilization, we call for strategic 
emphasis to be placed on the ecological costs of 
Empire. As for targets, take your pick. Be strategic, 
but remember that the world is an open book. 
Keep an eagle's eye open and leave no trace. 

For more information and action reports, visit 
www.G8resistance.org. 

This call to action was drafted by a committee 
empowered by the 2004 Earth First! Organizers' 
Conference. 


Strengthening Ties at the 
EFI Winter Gathering 

by Katuah EF!er Amanda Womac 

Activists from Arizona to Maine gath- 
ered in North Carolina for February's 
Earth First! Organizers' Conference, 
spending four days in the woods 
strategizing and socializing. The confer- 
ence served to strengthen ties and build 
connections between EF!ers, particularly 
in the Southeast. 

The gathering was held at Earthaven, 
an inspiring "ecovillage in progress." 

This thriving intentional community 
strives to live in harmony with the 
Earth — practicing natural building tech- 
niques, using solar power and experi- 
menting with a local currency system. 

Between the awesome food, music 
and homebrews, we managed to get 
through several workshops. 

People were particularly moved by a 
presentation on mountaintop removal. 
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away and reveled in the Earth First! 
spirit of resistance. 

From workshops to forums, hikes to 
hootenannies, the EF! Organizers' Con- 
ference was a great success. Those present 
walked away with strategic information 
about how we are going to challenge the 
growing US empire and continue to 
struggle for revolution. 

If your local EF! group would like to host 
next year's Organizers ' Conference, you can 
present a proposal at this Summer's Round 
River Rendezvous in Maine (see page 25). 


Currently, this is 
one of the largest 
threats to the natu- 
ral environment of 
the Southeast (see 
EF!J September-Oc- 
tober 2003). 

Another high- 
light of the confer- 
ence was when EF!ers discussed action 
strategies and a call to action against 
the June G8 Summit. During the meet- 
ing, we evaluated our tactics. Concerns 
were raised about mass demonstrations 
and ass-kickings. Many folks called for 
more decentralized actions that inter- 
fere with capitalism yet don't end up 
with police brutality or mass arrests. 

The traditional EF! Night to Howl 
saw folks performing and sharing 
talents at Earthaven's White Owl Pub. 
We paid tribute to friends passed 


photo by Natalie 


Join the Movement to Reclaim the Commons! 


by Tim Birthday 

On June 8, the first day of the G8's 
behind-closed-door meetings in Sea 
Island, Georgia, the biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical industries' largest 
meeting of lobbyists will be gathered 
in San Francisco, California, for the 
BIO 2004 conference. From June 3-9, 
activists are invited to converge in San 
Francisco to dazzle the forces of corpo- 
rate globalization with streets full of 
resistance and a mass mobilization 
that says no to corporate profiteering 
and yes to the world we envision. 

The biotech industry is an emerging 
face promoting the agenda of global 
corporatization. It is laying the ground- 
work for the next arms race (biological 
warfare), threatening the sanctity of the 
global food supply and pouring hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars into the 
political system to make sure its agenda 
triumphs over grassroots democracy. 

Reclaiming the Commons aims to 
offer a new face for the agenda of 
global justice. 

We call for actions to disrupt the 
meetings and after-hours schmooze- 
fests that will be taking place. We also 
call for solidarity actions around every 
aspect of the global corporate agenda 
that the biopharmaceutical industry 
and the G8 ooze their way into. From 
the war in Iraq to the war in our 
backyard, we call for a demonstration 
that our struggles are united. 

We are reclaiming the commons. 
Traditionally, the commons were crop- 
lands, grazing lands or forests that 
belonged to the community as a whole 
and benefited all. Now, the commons 
include everything needed to support 
life on Earth: air, water, shelter, food, 
energy and biodiversity, as well as our 
multi-cultural heritage. 


It is time to put as much energy into 
creating a better world as we have 
been putting into resisting the ex- 
ploitative one. This is a call to begin 
envisioning the next phase of our 
movement — the phase of building, 
growing and manifesting solutions 
to the ecological devastation and so- 
cial injustice that is clearly articu- 
lated by the biopharmaceutical 
industry and the G8. San Francisco is 
the perfect place to be creating the 
world we want. 

What will it look like? 

Will Golden Gate Park become a 
food forest? Will bicycle taxis shuttle 
people around car-free streets? Will 
the streets burst with public art? Will 
we dig up Market Street and plant a 
garden? Will Bechtel be shut down? 
Will people resisting environmental 
racism and the war on the poor stand 
united and powerful? Will 1,000 local 
struggles come together in solidarity 
to realize that their power is greater 
than that which opposes them? 

In June, we'll be showcasing com- 
munity-based, eco-solutions to urban 
problems such as unemployment, 
homelessness, pollution, gutted edu- 
cation and services, unaffordable 
health care, exploitation of immi- 
grants, police brutality, crime, corpo- 
rate threats to neighborhood 
sovereignty and other pressing eco- 
nomic and racial justice issues! 

Come to San Francisco and help to 
make a bold, beautiful, delicious state- 
ment that we the people have finally 
arrived, and we will not back down. 
Start rounding up your affinity groups 
and building your own solidarity among 
each other through local actions, so 
that you can hit the ground running 
when you get to San Francisco. If your 
community is doing related work lead- 


ing up to this convergence or in its 
aftermath, let's work together to weave 
a continuous story from one to the next 
and link all of the local struggles that 
add up to create our movement. 

For more information, contact Re- 
claiming the Commons, (877) 806-28 7 1 ; 
sf.june8-suscribe@lists.riseup.net; 
www.reclaimthecommons.net. 

Tim Birthday is a Buddhist organizer 
and a co- founder of the Green Bloc. 



The Beehive Collective s 


Next Target: 

Plan Puebla Panama 

The Beehive Design Collective 
is gearing up to complete the final 
poster in their corporate global- 
ization trilogy, which already in- 
cludes the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas and Plan Colombia 
graphic campaigns. 

The third poster addresses Plan 
Puebla Panama, a monstrous array 
of super-highways, ports, dams, rail- 
ways and sweatshops that dearly 
serve corporations and consumer- 
ism in the Global North rather than 
the needs of the people of southern 
Mexico and Central America. 

The bees welcome any assistance — 
every bit helps! For information or 
to pre-order posters to help fund this 
project, contact the Beehive Design 
Collective, 3 Elm St, Machias, ME 
04654; www.beehivecollective.org. 
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Sotoltoer Action Guide 


Bis Mountain Sf>rln.? Survival Gatherlns 

May 6-9 • Black Mesa, Arizona 

This will be a gathering to support the indigenous 
people of Big Mountain who are currently facing forced 
relocation, environmental devastation and cultural ex- 
tinction at the hands of multinational corporations and 
the US government. 

Included on the agenda are discussions on cultural preser- 
vation, support for Dine and Hopi people, Dine/Hopi soli- 
darity and aligning Dine resistance with global peace and 
environmental movements. 

Workshops will include herbal and natural healing, sus- 
tainable traditions, weaving, Dinetah Sun Dances, sover- 
eignty and self-reliance. There will also be daily prayer and 
sweat lodge ceremonies. 

For more information, contact Black Mesa Indigenous Sup- 
port (928) 773-8086; blackmesais@riseup.net; 

www.blackmesais.org. 

Clrque-du-Lake Water Cyc(e Circus 

May 22-July 1 • Great Lakes, Canada 

This Summer, a rag-tag team of water sprites will cycle around 
the Canadian Great Lakes region to highlight issues of water. 

Along the way, Cirque-du-Lake will be performing amazing 
feats of participatory artistry in parks, schools, community 
centers and markets. 

We are looking for hosts for our festivities along the way, as 
well as artists, educators, bike riders, performers, citizens and 
water guzzlers to join our merry journey. 

For more information, contact h2ocycle@yahoo.com; 
www.cirquedulake.ca. 

WN4 Barth 100+ 

Sixth Annual Gathering in Defense of the Land and Its People 

May 24-30 • Mt. Elphinstone, British Columbia, Canada 

Wild Earth Is a gathering of activists, anarchists, 
communitarians, faeries, permaculturists, punks, primitivists 
and the like who are united In the belief that another world 
is possible and who are engaged in making it so. There will be 
a variety of lively workshops and discussions at the confer- 
ence. Travel subsidies may be available. 

For more information, contact wildearth2004@yahoo.com; 
www.geocities.com/wildearth2004. 

CoMMunitler Conference 

May 28-30 • The Farm in Tennessee 

The lessons of cooperation and ecological consciousness 
have become the building blocks of sanity. If you are seeking 
more community in your life or if you wish to strengthen the 
community where you live, the Communities Conference 
offers boundless opportunities with workshops and discus- 
sions around the themes of community, sustainability and 
activism. The conference will also feature pioneers in natural 
building and permaculture. 

For more information or to register, contact (931) 964- 
3574; www.thefarmcommunity.com. 


Heartv/ood Forest Council Gathering 

May 28-31 • Fort Valley, Virginia 

Heartwood’s 14th annual forest council will feature nation- 
ally known speakers and expert forest activists, workshops, 
strategy sessions, great music, food and rejuvenation! 

The gathering will take place in Virginia's George Washing- 
ton and Jefferson National Forests, which contain the most 
roadless acreage east of the Mississippi. These forests are also 
suffering the worst kind of exploitation, including logging, 
road building and gas drilling. 

Join us in defending our freedoms and the wild forests of the US. 

For more information, contact Heartwood, POB 1424, 
Bloomington, IN 47402; (812) 337-8898; www.heartwood.org. 


Forest Protection Week 



May 31-June 4 • Washington, DC 
Join American Lands Alliance and forest 
activists from across the US in Washington, 
DC, to educate Congress about this year's 
forest protection priorities. Elected lead- 
ers need to hear from you about how the 
Bush administration's policies and 
environmental rollbacks are 
harming forests in your area. 

For more information or 
to register, contact Katie 
Barnes, (202) 547-5974; 
kbames@americanlands.org. 


A?aIr)r+tfceWa( 

Summer Mobilization 
Against Wal-Mart 
June 5-6 • Fayette- 
ville, Arkansas 
For human rights, for 
labor, for the environ- 
ment, for peace: Come to 
Fayetteville to protest Wal 
Mart at its annual sharehold 
ers convention. 

The shareholders conven- 
tion is an opportunity for 
the diverse movement 
against Wal-Mart to come 
together, strategize, have 
fun and bring the voice of 
the poor and dispossessed 
to the pinnacle of corpo- 
rate America. 

In the days leading up 
to the convention, there 
will be rallies, work- 
shops, skill-sharing fairs 
and concerts. 

For more info., visit 
www.againstthewal.org. 
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Western Regional Rendezvous 

June 10-14 • In the Biscuit Burn, Oregon 

The Siskiyou Wild Rivers Area is one of the most diverse 
conifer forests in the world. It has the largest concentration of 
rivers designated Wild and Scenic or even considered eligible 
for such designation in the entire US. And it is the area where 
the "Biscuit Fire Recovery Project" has proposed the largest 
timber sale in modern history. 

Last year, more than 200 Earth Firstlers attended a regional 
rendezvous in the Biscuit Burn in the Siskiyou Mountains of 
southern Oregon. The beauty, diversity and threats are draw- 
ing us back again this Summer. Join us to celebrate and initiate 
a season of eco-resistance in the Buscuit, the Siskiyous and 
across Cascadia! 

For more information, contact Cascadia Rising, (503) 493- 
7495; siskiyou@cascadiarising.org; wvw.cascadiarising.org. 
See you in the Burn this Summer! 

Wor(d Naked Bike Ride 



June 12 • Your town 

Protest oil dependency and celebrate the power and indi- 
viduality of our bodies. Organize a naked bike ride in your 
town. Go as bare as you dare! Naked bicycle people power! 

For more information, visit 
www.worldnakedbikeride.org. 

Con+»nen+a(Biore^fona(Con.?ress 

June 12-20 • Earthaven Ecovillage, North Carolina 
The Ninth Continental Bioregional Congress 
promises to bring together hundreds of activists, 
artists, permaculturists, farmers, policy-makers, 
scientists, children and adults concerned about 
the state of this continent and the planet. With 
the escalation in ecological and societal devasta- 
tion around the world, the answers that 
bioregionalism offers — ones based on ecological 
principles — are more important than ever. 

The week-long congress will link people 
across the artificial boundaries of state and 
nation in order to exchange information 
and strategies on how to live meaning- 
fully and in balance with nature. 

For more information, contact 
Culture's Edge, c/o Mary Arm- 
strong, 1025 Camp Elliott Rd, 
Black Mountain, NC 28711; 
biocongress2004@earthaven.org. 

A(tfed Media Conference 

June 18-20 • Bowling Green, Ohio 
If you believe that everyone should 
have the tools to create and dis- 
tribute their own media, then 
you should be at the Allied 
Media Conference. 

This annual conference 
focuses on sharing skills, 
building alternatives to 
corporate media and 
using the media for 
social change. In ad- 
dition to hands-on 


workshops, the conference features film screenings, artist pre- 
sentations and space to share your work. 

For more information or to register, visit 
www.alliedmediaprojects.org. 

Occupied Territory 

Anarchist Gathering 2004 

June 18-20 • Near Fresno, California 

Individuals who dream of freedom from capitalism and 
the state will gather at Occupied Territory. Instead of just 
talking about overcoming the constructs of hierarchical 
society, let’s grease up our hands and exist in community 
structures of our own design. 

Occupied Territory will be cooking, teaching, loving, work- 
ing, enjoying, existing and providing for others in an au- 
tonomous community without coercion. 

Your thoughts and skills are needed for open discussions 
and workshops! Come and un-build the spectacle, dis- 
mantle the empire, smash the state and un-learn hierarchy 
once and for all. 

For more information, visit www.occupiedterritory.net. 

We are R esls+lns! Conference 

A North American Convergence Against Imperialism 

June 30-July 4 • Leavenworth, Kansas 

The We are Resisting! Conference is an opportunity for anti- 
imperialists and anti-capitalists to create a four-day gathering 
focusing on critical analysis, skill sharing and discourse on 
how to build a movement for social justice and collective 
liberation. Scheduled speakers and performers include Ward 
Churchill and David Rovics. 

The conference will culminate with the July 4 Day of Action 
Against US Imperialism at Flome and Abroad. 

For more information, contact blackdove@s-mail.com; 
www.kansasanarchist.net/war. 

An?iv>a( Rfrb+s 100* 

July 8-12 • Washington, DC 

Animal Rights 2004 is the annual national conference of 
the animal rights movement. It provides a forum for discuss- 
ing strategies, networking, "recharging our batteries" and 
taking action. 

The conference aims to bring the animal rights movement 
together under the banner of total animal liberation from 
human oppression, and it is dedicated to exposing the terror 
perpetrated everyday by our society against billions of nonhu- 
man animals. 

For more info., contact (888) 327-6872; www.ar2004.org. 

Food for Life Ga+herins 

July 8-11 • Southeastern Tennessee 

The Sequatchie Valley Institute's sixth annual Food for 
Life gathering will feature skills-building around 
permaculture, organic gardening, food preservation, meth- 
ods of cooking and diet choices, medicines and nutrition. 
Food for Life will also focus on explorations of the social and 
ecological implications of agriculture, including biotechnol- 
ogy, factory farming and genetic engineering, as well as their 
many alternatives. 

For more information, contact the Sequatchie Valley Insti- 
tute, 1233 Cartwright Loop, Whitwell, TN 37397; (423) 949- 
5922; www.svionline.org. 
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NOT THEIR WARS 


You Make the Call! 

Support the Earth First! Journal with every long-distance 
call you make. Sign up for Affinity Long Distance and get 
top-quality sendee, competitive rates and the satisfac- 

knowing that five 


of your bill goes to 
i enviro-rag each 
>nth. To sign up, con- 
:t (510) 644-2778; 
?>IntemetAddress.com. 


t-shirts, stickers, etc. 
radical & environmental 

My Other S.U.V. 

Was Torched by E.L.F 


peacesupplies.org 


MONKEYS NEED YOUR MONEY! 

That’s right. In fact, they need $1 0,000 right away to 
purchase and paint the first Primate Free.dom Bus. 

The 2005 Primate Freedom Tour will be the most 
visible and newsworthy event on the animal rights 
front. More and brighter buses, vans, and 
advertisements will assure the greatest coverage 
and impact possible. 

Help us expose the dark and hidden world of primate 
vivisection to the light of day - to the scrutiny of the 
public eye - to the embarrassment of the lawmakers 
who steal your money to buy more and ever increasing 
excruciating experimentation. 

Give the monkeys some money today, 
or give your wages to the vivisectors forever more. 

Please earmark donations for the Tour and pay to: 

Primate Freedom Project 

P.O. Box 6219 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 


MAKE ART 


E 333 


12 ARTISTS 12 POSTERS 

Clamor Magazine & 1 MESSAGE 

Faesthetic Magazine 

have teamed up to offer this exclusive set of 
12 pro-art/anti-war posters from today’s most 
prominent political artists — affordably priced to 
encourage collection AND dissemination. Artists 
include Shepard Fairey, iosh MacPhee, Christine 
Wong and more! You get 12 11x17 
posters for $15ppd- plus a free 
"Make Art Not War" vinyl sticker. 

I Send your check payable to Clamor: 

I PO Box 20128 •Toledo, OH 43610 
-or- order online at: clamormagazine.org 


2* Wildroots 

1 Wildroots is a collective radical 
; £3 homestead focused on bringing people 


) ii/:i ; 


together to share skills for rewilding 
and reconnecting to nature and to affect 
cultural change from a biocentric perspective. We 
are seeking like-minded prospective collective 
members and are open to visitors and work traders. 
Contact us for details: (866) 460-2945, 
wildrootsnc@ziplip.com, www.wildroots.org. 


Read the REAL NEWS here, 
with Arundhati Roy, 
Noam Chomsky, Robert Fisk, 
and others: 

www.winkestleak.net 


t Concerned dingles 

■b links socially conscious singles 
■iyffZ who care deeply about 

the earth, the environment, 
and a health y society. 

■ ■d|r Nationwide / international 

T' E#* A// ages • Straight / gay 

Since 1984 

"* free sample: Box 444-EF | 

^ Lenox Dale, MA 01242 

OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 
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We're cycling from southern Arizona to mid-coast Maine this Summer on a tandem 
bicycle. Roundtrip, we will pedal more than 6,000 miles to raise awareness for the 
Earth First! Journal. Show your support by making a donation to sponsor the trip 
or a per mile pledge. All proceeds will go directly to the Journal. 

Thanks for your support! 

— Turtle, Ian and Ellen the dog 

Donations of $100 or more come with a one-year subscription to the Journal. 

If your contribution is greater than $250, and you'd like it to be tax deductible, 
please make checks out to the Earth Defense Education Project. 


For more information or to make a pledge, contact the Earth First! Journal, 
PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702-3023; (520) 620-6900 



-Vr* MiVftV YtMMi Viwt 

4 "- . k 


^7 each I 

+S&H 
Mention 
EF" (or 
FREE slider 




['"famous 

IPUOTES 


G.W. BUSH 
TOILET PAPER 

— AND — 

"HSJMens 

*tJCfC T-shirts 
GOTO *14 

www PieHole.net 

1 C>Toll Free: 866.852.5891 



Re- mixed and Re-mastered! 

MUSIC FOR THE 
ACTIVE HEART 
volumes one and two 

CD’s now available 
from MEDIA RIGHTS 
at Moonshadow 

With music from DeeDee, 

E van and Guy Carawan, 
Danny Dolinger, Robert 
Hoyt, Ashley 1 rcnwocd, Ka\e 
Ralioch, Michelie Kimmons, 
Alicia Littletree, Mary Anne 
Peine, David Rovics, Vida and 
Rodney Webb 

www.svnonline.org 



Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

needs $ donations for building 
materials & volunteer labor for better 
office space - a simple small strawbale 
building, off the grid. Come learn/help 
or please donate! We're also selling 
Tshirts - Wolf, Lynx, Porcupine w/ 
"End corporate Rule/Free the Earth" 
slogan - $ 10-20 sliding scale 81 postage. 

Call for details: (541) 385-9167 mes. 

Send $ to: 

Blue Mountains Biodeversity Project 
. ,1 27803 Williams Lane 

Fossil, OR 97830 


r 

(© 


BioCentric Forest Campaigner Needed 

Must be experienced activist willing to live in 
Eastern/central Oregon starting at minimum 
v wage salary. Full time with flexible hours. 

Skills sought: NEPA process experience, 
l forest ecology & field work, media, 
speaking, writing, fundraising. Send 
resume w/ at least 5 activist refer- 
ences, media and writing samples to: 

Karen Coulter 
27803 Williams Lane 
Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 385-9167 mes. 


ilka 



Womyn, GLBT, ~ 
people of color 
please apply! 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Address 

City, State, Zip+4. 


Name O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Surface Mail, International 

ldress O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico • 

O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

ty, State, Zip+4 q $4Q Anonymous E nve i 0 p e (US $, no foreign checks) 

1. Country o $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate j DONATION 

1311 — — O Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription \ 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 # Ex P- date 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 


.Country. 
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Earth First! 

Directory 


ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 
POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 
(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 
Chuk'shon EF! 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot/Long Haul Incfoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
smartMeme project 
2940 16th St Ste 216, San Francisco, CA 
94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 
FLORIDA 

Lake Worthless EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, IL 
60622 

azone@azone.org 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Community Center 

310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 
47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 
46807 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass Direct Action 
POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 
Mass EF! 

takeaction2001@hotmail.com 
Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 
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POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 

(978) 688-3569 

MAINE 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 



Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(612) 362-3387; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 
55426 

(612) 719-7000; onamoveearthlst@aol.com 
MISSOURI 

Confluence /St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONT ANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 


Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; buffalobmce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 
Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 

May Day Infoshop 

151 1st Ave, New York, NY 10003 

(212) 777-8169 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; adam@wetlandspreserve.org 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 

46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 
08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF!/RoadkiIl Faction 
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
(828) 225-0814 
Uwharrie EF! 

4433 ELG Rd, Efland, NC 27243 
bison 1 2@wildmail.com 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo 
POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
OHIO 

Comer Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 
45387 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 
poplar@riseup. net 
O REGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia Rising 

POB 12583 Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 1 1 122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Mazama Forest Defense 

1257 Siskiyou Blvd #1158, Ashland, OR 

97520 

(541) 482-2640; 

mfd@mazamaforestdefense.org 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
Katuah EF!/River Faction 
2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 


zorgonus@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VIRGINIA 

Shenandoah EF! 

POB 1605, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 

risinguphburg@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 


AUSTRALIA 
EF Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540 

(61) 2-44-466-477 

CANADA 

EF! Montre al & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St. 
Laurent, 2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec 
H2X 2T3 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curafao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 
POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10 

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 

carbusters@ecn .cz 

EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, 
Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 


Olympia EF! 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 
Shuksan Direct Action 
sda@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 

2030 Harrison Ave #341, Olympia, WA 
98502 

info@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 

53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 
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London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

info@risingtide.org.uk 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, 
UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 
71 Avjean Jaur£s, 92140 Clamart 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 
12045 Berlin, Germany 
green.rage@web.de 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 

001 Bihar 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 
POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046 
972 (0) 3 516 2349 
THE NETHERLANDS 
GroenFront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht 
tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao 

City, 8000 

POLAND 



Citizen's Environmental Movement 
ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz 
42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
R USSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000 

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082 

(8312) 34-32-80 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KYI 6 
9Q 

01334-477411 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul 

82-2-747-8500; 

greenkorea@greenkorea.org 

SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago 
SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UK RAINE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 

W A LE S 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX 
01248-355821 


International Contacts 

www.eco-action.org 
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No Logging for Parking Lots! 


by Richard Boyce 

Cathedral Grove's giant trees are known around the 
world. Every year, nearly one million people visit this 
tiny, postcard-size park, which is home to one of the last 
low-valley-bottom, old-growth Douglas fir forests on the 
planet. With the intention of collecting five dollars per 
stall and accommodating visitors to Cathedral Grove, 
British Columbia's Liberal government plans to construct 
a parking lot for 140 cars and 15 buses. 

Cathedral Grove, locate^ on Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia, Canada, has 
been protected by the 
power of a few dedicated 
people for years. In Oc- 
tober 2001, two people 
occupied the forest 
where Weyerhauser had 
planned to build a road 
to access three helicop- 
ter logging sites. When 
the felling crew entered 
the forest with their 
chainsaws, the noise of 
a bear banger scared 
them so much that they 
ran away and called the 
police. Forest protectors 
eluded dogs and police 
until they decided to let 
the fellers know that 
they were in the forest 
to prevent any logging. 

Weyerhauser has not 
logged in Cathedral 
Grove since that time. 

Cathedral Grove in- 
cludes 336 acres of pro- 
tected old-growth forest 
that is bordered on one side by a highway. The visitation 
trails and parking area at Cathedral Grove are confined 
to one corner of the park near an estuary at the mouth 
of the Cameron River. This allows the remainder of the 
park to stay relatively pristine. Cathedral Grove's rare 
ecosystem provides habitat for a wide variety of animal 
life, including two threatened species: Roosevelt elk and 
red-legged frogs. 

In addition to the parking lot, the Ministry of Water, 
Land and Air Protection currently plans to build a half- 
mile trail with a "Y" intersection in the middle, divid- 
ing the park into three parts in order to bring one 
million people to a viewing area with the largest tree. 
All of this forest is part of a delicate riparian ecosys- 
tem — with slow, seeping water meandering between 
mounds of higher ground where old-growth Douglas 
firs are perched above the high water mark. Moss, 
lichen, shrubs and ferns abound. 


In 1997, a massive hurricane wind known as "the 
Qualicum" blew through the Cameron Valley and laid 
the forest down in Cathedral Grove. MacMillan Bloedel 
was quick to "salvage log," taking out roughly 60 percent 
of the old-growth Douglas fir trees. This wind tunnel is 
now the site for the proposed parking lot, which will 
cause a new edge effect and result in more wind throw. 
The fallen trees left inside the park have at this point 
become nurse logs, with millions of seedling trees, shrubs 
and moss colonies. These logs act as a sponge for the 
drought season and provide habitat for rare amphibians. 

The proposed trail sys- 
tem would cut through 
hundreds of such logs. 

People have been oc- 
cupying the area ever 
since loggers first ar- 
rived on February 9, and 
so far they have pre- 
vented any logging. Ac- 
cording to the Worker's 
Compensation Act, log- 
gers are not allowed to 
fell trees within two tree 
lengths of the public. 

Civil disobedience 
will be what actually 
protects the forest while 
the general public puts 
pressure on the govern- 
•? ment. Today, two treesit 
| platforms are secured in 
I the old-growth trees 
| where the government 
plans to log. People are 
camped in the area to 
ensure that these sites 
are occupied when the 
logging crew returns, 
likely with the support of the police. Concerned citizens 
occupy the entrance to the proposed construction site, 
and people will be arrested when the government makes 
its move. 

This is an opportunity for the public to stand up for the 
planet that gives us life. Cathedral Grove may be small, but 
it is well-supported by an international public, and this may 
help to galvanize support for the old-growth forests that are 
being destroyed throughout Vancouver Island — places like 
the Walbran Valley, East Creek and Clayaquot Sound. 

The real question for Cathedral Grove is, what will the 
public allow? We have no choice but to stand in the road, sit 
on the tree platforms and call out to the world: no more 
logging of old-growth forests! 

For more information, visit www.cathedralgrove.com. 

Richard Boyce is a documentary filmmaker who has lived most 
of his life on Vancouver Island. His work can be found at 
www.wemakevideo.com. 




*9 ' ■ ' — :• - . V*; - ■ - - ~ >. tp. - 

People are taking direct action— including treesitting and blockading — to stop 
the Canadian government's plans to build a parking lot and trails through 
British Columbia's cherished Cathedral Grove. 
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AMERICAN UNDERGROUND ANIMAL 

INDIAN RAILROAD RIGHTS 

MOVEMENT 


CIVIL 

RIGHTS 


THE 

SUFFRAGETTES 



In a political world, a corrupt gouernment - 
fearful of social change and contemptuous 
of unpopular speech - has gone out of its 
way to repress, vilify, and silence... 


On May 26th, 2004. seven activists (allegedly) campaigning to close Huntingdon Life Sciences were indicted 
on federal charges under the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. Those indicted join a noble and historical few 
who have stared down government intimidation and beaten back unconstitutional charges. The case of the 
SHAC 7 is fraught with First Amendment violations that jeopardize all political activists, no matter what their 
cause This fall, please join us as we square off in one of the biggest free speech cases of this century. 

We need your voice. We need your presence. We need your 


www InsideHLS com www SHACAmerica net/indictments www HLSCustomers com 
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Mark Key 
Runs Away 

A US Forest Service of- 
ficer prods at protesters 
at the Ashland, Oregon, 
meeting of the Society 
of American Foresters in 
an attempt to clear an 
escape route for a flus- 
tered Mark Rey, the Bush 
administration's 
undersecretary for natu- 
ral resources and the en- 
vironment (see article, 
page 3). 
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The Lessons of SHAC 


While we were working on this 
issue of the Earth First! Journal, the 
FBI came to town — not to investi- 
gate, but to scare researchers at the 
University of Arizona with the spec- 
ter of "animal and ecological terror- 
ism." Special agent Phil Celestini 
listed the FBI's top domestic terrorist 
priorities as the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF), the Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) and Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty (SHAC). A few weeks 
later, the FBI arrested seven visible 
SHAC activists in 
four states. 

The inclusion of 
SHAC with the likes 
of the ALF and ELF 
seems strange at 
first. In terms of raw 
economic damage, 
the smashed win- 
dows and the 
spraypainted cars 
and homes of SHAC 
targets are "kid 
stuff" next to the 
actions of the ALF 
and ELF. Yet the FBI 
has singled SHAC 
out with more than words — the recent 
arrests reflect a classic nab-the-leaders 
decapitation strategy. 

The targeting of SHAC is a reminder 
that the single greatest crime a move- 
ment can commit is effectiveness. 
SHAC's inspiring campaign has driven 
more than a hundred companies away 
from Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), 
and even Celestini admits that gov- 
ernment money is the only thing 
keeping HLS on its feet. 

SHAC has taught us that to win, we 
must wage our war on all fronts: at 
the homes of Earth abusers, as well as 
their offices; at the businesses that 
prop up the system, as well as the 
ones doing the destroying. SHAC has 
shown us the value of psychological 
warfare, sabotage and popular out- 
rage, and how an onslaught of di- 


verse direct-action tactics really does 
get the goods. Because SHAC is win- 
ning — because SHAC is showing us 
how to win — the COINTELPRO cops 
have come knocking. 

In an attempt to frighten univer- 
sity researchers, Celestini recounted 
some heartening facts: Very few ALF 
or ELF activists have ever been 
caught. As reasons for this, Celestini 
cited careful planning, a culture of 
solidarity and secrecy, and "security 
consciousness second to none." 

Celestini admit- 
ted that the FBI 
has almost no 
idea how to catch 
underground ac- 
tivists. Discuss- 
ing the FBI's strat- 
egy to compen- 
sate for its failure, 
he vaguely al- 
luded to the tar- 
geting of above- 
ground groups 
with surveil- 
lance, infiltrators 
and other forms 
of disruption. In 
other words, COINTELPRO. 

SHAC activists arrested on flimsy 
charges; Tre Arrow and Billy Cottrell 
facing decades in prison based on 
dubious evidence; grand juries ha- 
rassing activists on weak pretexts — 
these are signs of the system fight- 
ing back. From this increasing re- 
pression, we must take heart. We 
cannot win without first drawing 
the wrath of the powerful, so we 
must learn how the FBI and other 
secret police operate and learn how 
to neutralize their methods. Above 
all, we must not be intimidated. We 
must learn the tactics they fear, and 
pursue them with renewed vigor. 

They're afraid of our power — let's 
prove them right. 

— Lenny 
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Death by a Thousand Beestings 


by Tim Ream 

Word is getting around that south- 
ern Oregon and northern California 
will be this Summer's hotspot for on- 
the-ground forest defense. After last 
month's Society of American Foresters 
(SAF) meeting in Ashland, Oregon, 
even the Bush administration is in on 
the news. 

The foresters meeting at Southern 
Oregon University did not come off 
quite as they had planned. Attendees 
were greeted by a myriad of wheat- 
pasted posters telling them 
to go home and reminding 
them that "Logged Land 
Burns Hot." A treesit was 
assembled on campus 
sporting a large "Save the 
Wild Siskiyou" banner, 
which was shown repeat- 
edly on local television. The 
Oxygen Collective parked 
its 40-foot, biodiesel bus on 
campus and set up a "truth 
station" for outreach to for- 
esters and students. 

Several weeks earlier, 
the Oxygen Collective 
had burst in on the of- 
fices of a trembling Dr. 

John Sessions. Sessions is 
the Oregon State Univer- 
sity "scientist" who pro- 
vided the justification for increasing 
the Biscuit Fire logging plan from a 
90-million-board-foot timber sale to 
a record-setting 518-million-board- 
foot sale (see EF!J January-February 
2004). To quell the intrusion into his 
office. Sessions challenged the envi- 
ronmental community to a public 
debate about planned salvage logging 
in the Biscuit burn. 

That well-attended debate, held dur- 
ing the SAF meeting, became front- 
page news for several days. Sessions' 
opponent, Dominick DellaSala of the 
World Wildlife Fund, carried the day 
by unraveling many myths of fire ecol- 
ogy and salvage logging. 

The week's crowning event, how- 
ever, was an appearance by the Bush 
administration's Undersecretary for 
Natural Resources and the Environ- 
ment, Mark Rey. Rey is a widely de- 
spised, decades-long timber industry 


lobbyist who is now in charge of the 
US Forest Service (USFS). Rey recently 
presided over the elimination of pro- 
tections for aquatic habitat and for 58 
million acres of roadless forests, as 
well as the elimination of surveys for 
rare species in logging project areas. 

Despite the fact that Rey was a public 
official speaking at a public university 
about public lands issues, the public was 
barred from the talk. George Sexton, 
conservation director at the Klamath- 
Siskiyou Wildlands Center, challenged 
the ban and was promptly arrested and 



Protesters block US Undersecretary for Natural Resources 
and the Environment Mark Rey's escape 


removed from Rey's talk. Soon after, 
50 protesters stormed the hallway out- 
side Rey's talk, chanting, "Mark Rey, 
go away." 

But when Rey tried to go away, quickly 
slippingoutabackdoorafterhisspeech, 
it appeared that the people had changed 
their minds. Protesters streamed around 
the frazzled Rey as USFS law enforce- 
ment officers shoved him through the 
crowd and into a waiting SUY. Protest- 
ers surrounded the vehicle, which then 
drove through those blocking Rey's es- 
cape while the Feds used batons to clear 
the path. Although Rey's vehicle broke 
free, the federal agents who quickly 
piled into a second vehicle were forced 
to abort their escape attempt. 

Rey cancelled his private breakfast 
with southern Oregon timber opera- 
tors. Fearing more protest, the Ashland 
Ranger Station was shut down for sev- 
eral hours. The bathrooms around the 


SAF meeting were scrawled with "Rey 
Go Home" graffiti. Activists stopped 
an SAF tour through the Biscuit Burn 
with a blockade of logging slash piled 
across the road. The locks to all of the 
student union doors were glued shut, 
costing the university $2,500 — that's 
more than the SAF paid the university 
to rent the space. 

Corporate media coverage through- 
out the week revealed a textbook case of 
successful protest. Rey and the SAF were 
reduced to talking about the confronta- 
tion while protestors stayed on mes- 
sage, hammering away at 
salvage logging, the Bush 
administration and the ero- 
sion of democratic rights. 

This is just the begin- 
ning of a wild season to 
save the Klamath-Siskiyou 
bioregion. In addition to 
the Biscuit logging plan, 
there are numerous green 
tree sales set to be cut this 
Summer: the Kelsey- Whis- 
key Timber Sale, located in 
the largest forested Bureau 
of Land Management 
roadless area in the coun- 
try; private company heli- 
copter pad logging in the 
public Condrey Mountain 
Roadless Area; the Silver 
"replacement volume" sale 
left over from the salvage rider days of 
1996; and geothermal drilling on sa- 
cred lands at Medicine Lake. 

For all of these greed-based plans, 
there is a lot of love in the works to 
protect the Klamath-Siskiyou bio- 
region. Greenpeace is beginning a US 
forest defense campaign with the open- 
ing of a southern Oregon "Ancient 
Forest Rescue Station" in June. Result- 
ing actions will undoubtedly bring 
national attention to the region and 
to the issue of public lands logging. 
The ongoing Biscuit campaign will 
also be stepping up the heat. 

To keep up on news and events from 
the area, visit www.rogueimc.org; 
www.o2collective.org. Great informa- 
tion on the bioregion can be found at 
www.kswild.org; www.siskiyou.org. 

Tim Ream, a member of the Oxygen 
Collective, will be defending the Siskiyou 
this Summer. 
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Dear SFB, 

Some of you may recall 
Rodney Wade and I were vis- 
ited approximately a year and 
a half ago by an agent of the 
FBI — because of letters that 
were written to supporters of 
Huntingdon Life Sciences. 
Well, today Rodney told me 
that the facilities investigator 
paid him a visit. The topic of 
discussion was the FBI coming 
here talking to inmates and 
staff about him. The Feds seem 
to be really reaching for some- 
thing to pin on him, specifi- 
cally him being a "terrorist." 

What unnerved me was 
that none of these inmates 
who were questioned ap- 
proached Rodney and told 
him what was up. The latest 
development is this inmate 
came up to him at work with 
a story that was sketchy at 
best. What he was trying to 
get Rodney to say is, well, I 
don't know. I do know that 
this harassment continues ad 
nauseam for no real reason. 
His mail — both incoming and 
outgoing — is being moni- 
tored. Things being sent to 
him by Earth First! were re- 
moved from a letter and he 
never received them. 

I'm not sure what can be 
done to discourage the Feds 
from their continued barrage 
of clandestine investigation. 
I do know that Rodney could 
use some encouraging sup- 
port from the outside world. 
Write to Rodney at: Rodney 
Wade #38058, PO Box 14, 
Boise, ID 83207, ISCI 13-A. 

— Prisoner of the System 

Dear SFB 

This "Amiqui ocelot" is a 
second year subscriber and a 
seven-year "clawing at the 
bars of my steel cage" angry 
primate. I really appreciate 
the job EF!J does. 

Your revista is a valuable 
educational tool to the 
Mexica of Michigan con- 
cerning the environmental 


struggle and that of our ani- 
mal relations. I also espe- 
cially enjoyed the '04 March/ 
April issue, specifically 
" Reframing the Forest Move- 
ment" by K. Coulter. 

It is very important to teach 
us young ones about the long 
history of environmental de- 
struction which has brought 
us to this critical point in 
history. A movement has to 
be just like our leafy rela- 
tions — it has to have roots or 
it won't flourish. 

My reason for writing is to 
comment on the point that 
was made early on, "The mm 
killed more native people than 
all the wars and diseases." 


Native peoples, especially my 
tribe, were largely killed off 
by the war machines of colo- 
nialism. Adolph Hitler, in fact, 
modeled his policy of exter- 
mination after the USA's 
model. In the Catholic Mis- 
sions of the Southwest, indig- 
enous Tribes were literally 
worked to death. 


We are talking about over 
10 million natives in the con- 
tinental USA alone that died 
from war and disease. The 
"Indian Wars" were wars of 
extermination overseen by 
George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, etc. 

While alcohol didn't help 
Native People, and continues 
to claim thousands of lives 
every year to this day, it was 
the least of our worries. 

The quotation KC cited by 
Chief Sitting Bull (CSB) was 
accurate. But it might be help- 
ful to share with us the cir- 
cumstances around it. CSB 
said it to the president of the 
USA — to his face!! This cour- 
age should inspire us 
all in the face of our 
enemies! The Lakota 
were robbed of every- 
thing except their pride 
and Spirit Ways by im- 
perialist "Manifest Des- 
tiny." CSB understood 
that greed was the en- 
emy of Indigenous 
peoples/Mother Earth. 
That destructive greed 
had one face to CSB: 
White people. The EF!J 
is very encouraging to 
those of us who have 
been fighting for 
Mother Earth for the 
last 512 years. We wel- 
come you with open 
| arms to the war from 
| the depths of time. 

J However, 1 don't 
| agree with using quo- 
“ tations out of context 
1 ...if they could be divi- 
§ sive. Now more than 
ever, it's time to come 
together. I'm 1/2 Sicil- 
ian but I know CSB wasn't 
wrong ... because I know the 
circumstances involved. The 
rich ruling class (RRC) was 
celebrating the completion of 
the railroad crossing the 
"USA." They wanted an "In- 
dian Chief" to give a speech 
at the event where the "Presi- 
dent" would be in attendance. 



CSB understood the mockery 
of the speech and the stolen 
land used to build the rail- 
road, yet agreed anyway. CSB 
got up and "said it all" to the 
RRC and the “President!" This 
is the courage 1 read about in 
the EF!J. If anyone would like 
to learn about what really 
killed most of the Indigenous 
people, read "A Little Matter 
of Genocide" by College Pro- 
fessor/Big Time Activist Ward 
Churchill, $19.95 from City 
Lights Books, San Francisco. 

P.S. I am up for parole in 
October 2004 and can't wait 
to get active! I do a little in 
here but am real limited. 
They listed me as a "gang 
leader" because of my activ- 
ism in here. 

— Amiqui Ocelotl, Mexica 
Tribe, Michigan 

Hey folks, 

I'd like to say you don't 
have to be a vegan or an 
animal rights activist to be a 
hunt saboteur. Anyone new 
to the idea reading the Brigid 
issue of the Journal might 
think so. Plenty of us EF!ers 
are subsistence hunters, scav- 
engers of roadkill and small 
scale livestock farmers (e.g. 
chickens), but we recognize 
the repugnance of killing for 
sport, in particular where 
ecologically significant 
populations of animals are 
threatened. Many of us non- 
vegans (or reformed vegetar- 
ians) feel the call to protect 
wild wolves, grizzlies, buf- 
falo, bighorn sheep and other 
endangered species. But 
when someone holds a 
barbeque and serves farmed 
buffalo, Alaskan salmon and 
some chicken from their 
backyard coop, save a plate 
for me! 

For some of us, it isn't all 
about protecting touchy- 
feely-cute-cudly little critters 
that we feel a romanticized, 
egotistical attachment to. The 
writer might have added a 
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word or two on choosing your 
target wisely. Just going out 
and willy nilly sabotaging any 
hunt, without any idea of 
what you're really trying to 
protect, isn't going to do shit 
for anybody. 1 like to go to 
the mountains and fish for 
the introduced Eastern 
Brooktrout. (Mind you, I 
don't feel any obligation to 
buy a license, which would 
only increase the problem by 
encouraging the Squish and 
Maim to plant my favorite 
lakes with more of these non- 
natives.) The fields around 
where I live are heavily popu- 
lated with deer and intro- 
duced turkeys. 

And maybe I'm starting to 
resemble a hill-billy hippy, but 
if any of you city slicken anar- 
chists comes up here and tries 
to stop my bullfrog hunt — an 
introduced species that is deci- 
mating the native frog popula- 
tion in my neckofthe woods — I 
will throw your arse in the 
pond for the tadpoles to eat. 

Love, 

— A BULL FROG EATING NEW AGE 

RED-NECK HUNT SABBER 

EF!J, 

Holy Bologna! (soy bolo- 
gna of course) I've been a 
broke hippie for so long I 
could almost take being called 
"bourgeois" as a compliment. 
(Re: Nassim Mobasher SFB, 
EF!J Beltane '04) Not quite 
though. I will concede that 
Mobasher does have one good 
point in saying, "The Journal 
deserves its share of the blame 
for the sorry state of educa- 
tion among its readers and its 
staff." It seems to me a few 
good articles on non-violent 
tactics, philosophy, and his- 
tory within the movement or 
beyond, etc. would be timely. 

— Peggy the Peacenik 

Dear Bison-Guts for Brains, 

That "Bison Action Group" 
article you ran in the "Blast 


from the Past" segment of the 
Beltane 2004 issue was an- 
noying the first time it ran. It 
was very disappointing to 
encounter that piece of self- 
gratifying ego-masturbation 
a second time. Beyond that, 
the EF!J looks great... 

For the Earth, 

— Osprey 

Dear Earth First! Editors, 

Thank you for your vital 
role in minimizing the im- 
pact of humanity on our 
planet. I would like to bring 
up something you surely have 
not considered, a macro-sys- 
temic crisis that affects each 
and every American on a mi- 
cro level. You may have heard 
of the principle "as above, so 
below," which means our 
universe is reflective in na- 
ture; that "cause and effect" 
ripples change through seem- 
ingly unrelated events. 

You are likely aware that 
the Gulf of Mexico has a vast 
12,000 square miles of "dead 
water, " the result of America's 
modern farming methods 
which pollute the Mississippi 
with pesticides, petrochemi- 
cals and nitrogen fertilizers. 
However, these same dead 
spots are now appearing in 
the human body. "As above, 
so below." 

Most Americans care little 
about environmental protec- 
tion in light of the many wor- 
ries in today's world. I would 
suggest to you that the issues 
you fight for can hit closer to 
home if we realized how con- 
nected we are to the planet. 
Most Americans know this — 
they are severely constipated 
... and it's getting worse on a 
broad scale. 

I have collected news ar- 
ticles and statistics which 
demonstrate that Americans 
are getting diseases other "less 
civilized" nations don't get. 
For example, we supplement 
calcium in our diet more than 


any other nation, yet we have 
the highest osteoporosis. Half 
of Americans over age 45 have 
some form of diverticulitis, 
infected pockets in the colon. 
This internal congestion 
creates mass markets for medi- 
cal/pharmaceutical compa- 
nies because internal poisons 
lead to symptoms of all kinds 


from skin conditions to de- 
pression to cancer. 

Three years ago, I began to 
practice as a colon hygien- 
ist, which means clients 
come to me to receive a 
flushing of water into their 
colons for relief of impacted 
fecal matter. What amazed 
me was the volume of "stuff" 
which comes out — often five 
to 10 feet. Then I became 
aware of news articles about 
the environment and mod- 
ern farming methods, and 
the causal connections be- 
came obvious. 

What is occurring on a na- 
tional level is that we are 
ingesting chemicals in our 
food and water. These chemi- 
cals must be filtered by the 
liver to be removed or stored. 
The same way that a river (or 
an ocean) becomes toxically 


overloaded, so the body can- 
not cope with the assault. 
The liver adds bile to digest- 
ing food, but a toxic liver 
cannot break down fats prop- 
erly, so those undigested fats 
combine with minerals (cal- 
cium, for one) in the food 
and form rock hard stools. 
These stools cannot pass from 
the body and the 
internal poisoning 
increases. 

On the micro 
level, our digestive 
tracts are home to 
trillions of micro- 
bacteria beneficial 
to our health. Stud- 
ies have shown 
that most Ameri- 
cans possess a frac- 
tion of this internal 
B life critical to 
? health and well- 

0 

being. Digestion is 

1 actually a form of 
| composting, and 
g- we are no longer 
| composting our 

food because the 
beneficial bacteria 
have been de- 
pleted. The same "dead 
spots" in the Gulf of Mexico 
exist now within the inter- 
nal life-systems of our 
American population. Fur- 
thermore, depression is a re- 
sult — the feeling that you just 
don't "give a damn." For a 
nation, this spells disaster as 
people in this state can be 
easily controlled and ma- 
nipulated. 

Thank you, 

— Scott W. Webb 

Dear Folks, 

The last two issues of the 
Journal have been the best in 
many years. A few months ago 
I was wondering if I should 
resubscribe or not. Now the 
Journal has resumed its role as 
a vital, radical link to the world. 

Keep it up! 

— Brian Tokar 



. * . j2>etters to the ^ELdl tors 

(Keep ifoLCi Letters to 300 words or Less , pLea.se.) 
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. Bringing Q-fome the y-faCfi-'Bacon 

Raucous Protest Greets Halliburton Sharehoiaers 


by Stop the War Profiteers Collective 

On May 19, activists from across the country converged 
in downtown Houston, Texas, to bring justice to the war 
profiteers at Halliburton's annual shareholders meeting. 

Houston-based 
Halliburton differs 
from many corpora- 
tions, in that much of 
its profits are generated 
directly from war. 

Halliburton and its sub- 
sidiary KBR, formerly 
known as Kellogg, 

Brown and Root, have 
played an integral part 
in the destruction, 
occupation and re- 
construction of Viet- 
nam, Panama, Bosnia, 

Kosovo and Iraq. Their 
current drive to priva- 
tize the occupation and 
reconstruction of Iraq 
has led to the death of 
thousands of innocent 
Iraqis, hundreds of US 
and coalition soldiers and many of their own employees. 

The oil and gas service company has benefited from its 
relationship with Vice President Dick Cheney, who served as 
Halliburton’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO) from 1995 to 
2000 and still receives $ 1 78,000 annually from the company. 
In return, the Bush-Cheney regime has given Halliburton 
nine billion dollars in no-bid contracts. 

Halliburton management hoped to have a quiet, un- 
eventful shareholder's meeting at the Four Seasons, a 
lavish, five-star hotel. The Stop the War Profiteers mobi- 
lization had other ideas. Kicking off a national outreach 
campaign using the satirical theme of "corporate pigs at 
the trough," organizers set out to expose Halliburton’s 
war profiteering and send a message to the shareholders. 
"We're going to tell the shareholders and CEO of 
Halliburton to bring their employees home from Iraq and 
stop ripping off US taxpayers and Iraqis," said Scott 
Parkin of Houston Global Awareness, one of the groups 
that organized the protest. 

Film screenings, a teach-in, activist workshops, a report 
by Corpwatch and Global Exchange called "Houston, We 
Have a Problem," political theater and media events all 
over town preceded the protest and gave a preview of what 
to expect at the shareholder's meeting. On the morning of 
May 1 9, 500 pig-snouted activists clogged downtown streets 


on their way to the Four Seasons. Outside the hotel, a 30- 
foot-long inflatable pig dubbed "Hallibacon" and several 
costumed "corporate pigs" greeted shareholders as they 
entered the meeting. When the march arrived, 20 activists 
quickly staged an occupation of the driveway and held the 

space until Houston 
police gave an order to 
clear it. From there, the 
affinity group blocked 
traffic, generated a big- 
ger crowd in the streets 
and sparred with 
horse-mounted police, 
who recklessly charged 
into protesters legally 
occupying the side- 
walk. Later, the march 
moved two blocks 
down to Halliburton 
headquarters, where 
a activists staged a die- 
J in until police at- 
!s tempted to trample 
| them with their horses 
° and attacked several 
other demonstrators. 
Inside the hotel, five 
protesters drenched in fake blood disrupted the meeting as 
they handcuffed themselves to railings. They were arrested 
and charged with trespassing after chanting, "Halliburton, 
Kellogg, Brown and Root, Go to Iraq and Loot, Loot, Loot!" 
and "Corporate Invasion is Not Liberation!" 

During the events unfolding in the lobby and on the 
street, two CODEPINK activists barricaded themselves into 
their rented Four Seasons room and dropped a banner that 
read, "Cheney's in Bed With Halliburton and We Got 
Screwed!" Security eventually broke through and escorted 
the activists out of the hotel. 

In order to boost its deteriorating public image, Halliburton 
initiated a press campaign that included paid television 
spots featuring their CEO speaking "frankly" to the public. 
It even assigned a public relations spokesperson to deal 
solely with protest and criticism. However, Halliburton’s 
attempts to improve its public image failed as antiwar and 
global justice messages dominated the media around the 
shareholders meeting. 

After the meeting ended, activists returned home to 
continue organizing local grassroots actions and cam- 
paigns against Halliburton's atrocities and corruption. 

For more information, visit www.codepinkalert.org; 
www.globalexchange.org/halliburton; 
www.houstonglobalawareness.org. 



-t ALLIBACON 
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Sonoran Desert Storm 


o 



Mexican soldiers enter the community ofCu.Wi I-gersk, Tohono O'odham Nation 


by Lenny 

In June, unmanned spyplanes began to fly over the 
Tohono O'odham reservation in southern Arizona. Two 
thousand US Border Patrol agents have been deployed in 
the Tucson sector of the US-Mexico border, driving off- 
road vehicles through wilderness corridors, wildlife ref- 
uges and other public lands. A five-foot-high metal fence 
is going up in Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. 
Federal agents are breaking into O'odham houses and 
detaining people without cause. 

For the people and wildlife of the Sonoran Desert, the 
war has always been at home. 

Arizona Border Control 

On March 16, Asa Hutchinson — Undersecretary for Bor- 
der and Transportation Security of the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) — announced the Arizona Bor- 
der Control Initiative, a $10 million plan to seal the 
Arizona-Mexico border against drug traffickers and immi- 
grants. The initiative provides funding for extra Border 
Patrol agents and high-tech military weaponry and surveil- 
lance. In addition, it allows the Border Patrol to drive all- 
terrain vehicles on federally protected land. 

Militarized crackdowns in urban areas of California and 
Texas have pushed 40 percent of undocumented Mexican 
immigrants into the Arizona desert, often into the most 
remote wilderness. Immigrants continue to die in the 
Summer heat — more than 2,000 people have died since 
1998 — and the US government has responded with efforts 
to make this crossing even more deadly, all the while 
expanding their military control over border communities 
and natural areas. 

Militarizing Public Land 

At Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, which spans 
3 1 miles of the Mexican border, park officials have allocated 
part of their limited budget to hiring law enforcement 
officers and building a five-foot high, vehicle-resistant fence 
to aid DHS's efforts. The fence is constructed out of railroad 
ties and is expected to span the entire length of the 
monument's southern border. 


The barrier's effects on wildlife will be severe. The Sonoran 
bioregion is home to a number of unique species that have 
historically ranged across the political border. A wall would 
fracture the populations of these animals, placing them at 
greater risk of extinction on both sides of the border. For 
example, although the range of the jaguar is now limited 
to Mexico, it once extended into Arizona. In recent years, 
jaguars have been spotted in the US, but a wall would 
prevent their return. All in all, the Arizona border region is 
home to 107 threatened, endangered or other specially 
managed species. 

Nonetheless, Organ Pipe Cactus officials have chosen to 
embrace the militarization of public lands rather than 
defend the bioregion's wildlife. Entire areas of the monu- 
ment are currently occupied by DHS agents and are closed 
to the public. Once militarized, these lands are removed 
from public control and the realm of "the commons" 
where they belong. Does anyone believe that they will ever 
be returned for the people's use once taken? 

The military seizure of our public lands continues. In the 
bordering Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge, refuge 
officials are struggling to prevent the destruction of the 
desert by off-roading federal agents. Off-roading is devas- 
tating to the precarious existence of desert plants and to 
the habitat of highly endangered animals such as the 
Sonoran pronghorn. But with the government demanding 
that refuge managers focus on "fighting crime" rather than 
protecting wildlife, refuge managers have become subser- 
vient to the Border Patrol and DHS. 

Roger DiRosa, manager of Cabeza Prieta, is trying to 
persuade the Border Patrol to use horses instead of 
motorized vehicles and to rely more on high-tech moni- 
toring than on physical manhunts. But as the wall 
around Organ Pipe Cactus pushes more immigrants 
toward Cabeza Prieta, DHS is not likely to accept even 
this more limited militarization. 

The Indian Wars Continue 

"They're breaking into houses, doing random drug stops, 
cutting fences and making their own roads. They chase 
people down. They are not on the border — they are on the 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
reservation," said Tohono O'odham Ernest Moristo on 
Indigenous People's Day in Phoenix, Arizona, in March. 

Moristo recounted that up to 100 Border Patrol agents 
camped on the sacred mountain Baboquivari — home to the 
O'odham Creator, I'itoi — in May 2003, while Moristo was in 
New York, pressing the United Nations for the mountain's 
protection. The agents, driving jeeps and vans, claimed to be 
acting under the direction of DHS. "They 
set up camp on sacred ground right 
below I'itoi's home," Moristo said. 

More recently, DHS announced that 
military surveillance of the border region — 
including the Tohono O'odham reserva- 
tion — will increase under the Arizona 
Border Control Initiative. Extra helicop- 
ters and airplanes are being deployed above 
the reservation, as are two unmanned 
aerial spyplanes. Electronic ground sen- 
sors and remote video cameras are being 
placed throughout the region. DHS ap- 
pears unconcerned about the effects of 
low-level helicopter flights on wildlife and 
local residents. DHS also ignored the risks 
posed by the spyplanes, which have a 
crash rate 100 times greater than piloted 
aircraft. Tohono O'odham tribal members 
already live in danger from frequent air- 
craft crashes due to military maneuvers 
and patrols on their land. On May 20, an F-16 fighter jet 
crashed on the reservation during training exercises. 

Because the Tohono O'odham Nation stretches across the 
US-Mexico border, US Border Patrol agents regularly stop 
residents at gunpoint and demand that they produce papers 
proving their citizenship with one of the occupying powers. 
Sacred bundles are regularly inspected when traditional 
O'odham travel between villages for their ceremonies. Border 
Patrol vehicles race recklessly down reservation streets, and in 
April 2002, a young O'odham man was struck and killed. 

As if this weren't enough, the government is moving 
forward with plans to bisect O'odham territory with a 225- 
mile-long wall that will run nearly the entire length of the 
Arizona-Mexico border. The fence will be lit 24 hours a day, 
disrupting the natural cycles of bats and other nocturnal 
creatures. O'odham families already separated by the bor- 
der will be entirely cut off, and sacred ceremonies will be 
made nearly impossible. 

Plans to build the wall were stalled due to a flawed 
environmental impact statement, but a new statement 
on the same plan is expected in September. DHS is 
telling the O'odham that the wall is meant to protect 
them from A1 Qaeda. 

But many of the region's residents believe that "home- 
land security" is only a pretext to continue the repression 
of the Southwest's indigenous people. Moristo claims 
that the government is actually using the Border Patrol to 
look for minerals on O'odham land, since Baboquivari 
lies 22 miles north of the border and is not on a common 
migration route. Tohono O'odham people in Arizona and 
Mexico allege that DHS is using the same tactics that the 
Mexican government employs to monitor and control 


indigenous people struggling for sovereignty in places 
like Chiapas. 

In fact, the border activities of DHS fall neatly into the 
pattern of "low intensity conflict," a model utilized by US- 
supported regimes throughout Latin America to remove the 
support bases of groups seeking social change. In this type 
of military offensive, civilian populations are deliberately 
targeted with tactics that destroy their quality of life and 
create a climate of fear and intimida- 
tion. Low-level helicopter flights, ran- 
dom searches and detentions, home 
invasions and abuse by law enforce- 
ment are all crucial parts of low inten- 
sity conflict strategy. More sinisterly, 
the strategy often relies on armed para- 
military groups that operate with impu- 
nity — chillingly similar to the vigilantes 
in southern Arizona that terrorize im- 
migrants and border communities, and 
who the authorities refuse to prosecute. 
Law enforcement activities on the bor- 

1 der are coordinated by Joint Task Force- 
6, a military operation composed of 

g Army and Marine forces who aid local 

2 police in the "war on drugs." The task 
5 force is the largest domestic use of mili- 
tary force since the Civil War. It engages 
in construction of border roads and 
walls, as well as the training of local law 

enforcement in surveillance, intelligence and military tac- 
tics — another frightening parallel to the Latin American 
paramilitary model. 

Rather than just hunting for immigrants or smugglers, 
DHS is making a concerted effort to intimidate the O'odham 
and other border residents out of challenging government 
policies. Perhaps the government hopes to drive the 
O'odham from the border region altogether, destroying 
their indigenous identity once and for all. 

Resisting the War at Home 

Resistance to US border policy is growing. Humane Borders, 
a nonprofit organization based in Tucson, Arizona, main- 
tains water stations in the desert and organizes "Samaritan 
patrols" to provide food and water to desperate migrants. On 
May 28, the No More Deaths Coalition kicked off a Freedom 
Summer to stop the deaths in the desert by bringing in 
volunteers from across the country, raising awareness, and 
taking direct action against checkpoints and other human 
rights abuses. The O'odham Voice Against the Wall, a coali- 
tion of traditional O'odham communities in the US and 
Mexico, is working to mobilize youth against the border wall. 
They are also looking for legal observers to travel to the 
reservation and document abuse by Border Patrol agents. 

More action is desperately needed on all fronts. Whether 
against the walls or the vehicles, the checkpoints or the 
land invasions, the people and wildlife of southern Ari- 
zona need your help today. 

For more information, contact The O'odham Voice 
Against the Wall, POB 1835, Sells, AZ 85634; 
uyarivas@hotmail.com. To learn more about Freedom 
Summer, visit www.nomoredeaths.org. 



Only 200 Sonoran pronghorn 


remain in existence 
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Activist Community Beats FBI Repression 



by Kevin Van Meter 


On May 20, in a packed courtroom filled with family and 
supporters, Long Island activist Conor J. Cash was acquit- 
ted of charges that have 
been a constant shadow 
over him, his family and 
the activist community for 
more than three years. 

Cash, who has always main- 
tained his innocence, was 
one of the first individuals 
charged as a terrorist after 
September 11, 2001. In to- 
tal, Cash faced charges that 
could have imprisoned him 
for more than 60 years. 

While the government 
ultimately failed to portray 
Cash as the leader of the 
"Suffolk Cell" of the Earth 
Liberation Front (ELF), 
their attempts to jail him 
and disrupt the local activ- 
ist community have broad 
implications. In light of the 
recent arrests of seven Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cru- 
elty (SHAC) activists (see 
page 12) and the violence 
protesters may face at the 
Republican and Demo- 
cratic National Conven- 
tions this Summer, it is 
important to gain an un- 
derstanding of the tactics used by the government to 
throttle local activism. 

Early in the morning of February 15, 2001, members of 
the FBI's Joint Terrorism Task Force, the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, and the Suffolk County Police 
entered the Cash home in South Beach, New York, to arrest 
Cash, then 19 years old. Walking through the unlocked 
door, they found no one at home. Though they did not 
possess a search warrant, they proceeded to empty drawers 
and overturn the beds of Cash's two young sisters. 

Cash was arrested at gunpoint later that day at his 
girlfriend's Brooklyn apartment. He was charged with 
conspiracy to commit arson, aiding and abetting a terror- 
ist organization and interfering with interstate commerce. 
Additionally, on September 19, 2001, Cash was charged 
with providing material aid to a terrorist organization 
and extortion. These final two charges were dropped as 
his trial began. 


Interfering With Interstate Commerce 

The charge of interfering with interstate commerce was 
used to tie the first two charges together, and it brings to 
light an important issue. On May 18, as US v. Conor Cash 

was coming to a close, John 
E. Lewis, deputy assistant 
director of the FBI's 
Counterterrorism Division, 
testified before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee about 
the "domestic terrorist 
threat." Lewis mentioned 
both the SHAC campaign 
and Cash's trial, highlight- 
ing the need to expand the 
interstate commerce law to 
address the actions of both 
aboveground and under- 
ground activists. 

The interstate stalking 
charges currently facing 
three of the SHAC defen- 
dants focus on interference 
with the "use of a facility in 
interstate or foreign com- 
merce." Similarly, the testi- 
mony given by prosecution 
1 witnesses in Cash's trial at- 
I tempted to highlight how 
he allegedly interfered with 
interstate commerce. These 
I recent cases call attention 
to a new avenue the gov- 
Conor Cash, free at last eminent is pursuing to dis- 
rupt activist campaigning, 
and activist communities will need to address these tactics 
in the SHAC case and in any new statutes that are to come. 


Increasing Scrutiny 

Prior to Cash's arrest, he was being surveilled by the 
Suffolk County Police and FBI in an investigation that 
began in response to a May 2000 Reclaim the Streets-style 
protest that was sponsored by the now-defunct Modern 
Times Collective (MTC). Cash, a member of the collective, 
participated in the action by sitting atop a 20-foot tripod. 
At this point, he came to the attention of the FBI's Joint 
Terrorism Task Force and Suffolk County's Career Criminal 
Squad. Their scrutiny intensified following his arrest at the 
Republican National Convention in Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, in August 2000. 

During this period, law enforcement targeted MTC and 
the local chapter of the Animal Defense League (ADL), 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
which were the only direct action- 
based, radical organizations on Long 
Island at the time. Members of ADL 
were regularly harassed, and the FBI 
approached a member of MTC to be- 
come a paid informant on radical ac- 
tivities on the island. When ELF actions 
began taking place on Long Island in 
late November 2000, it was these two 
organizations that the FBI tried to link 
directly to the ELF. 

FBI Tries to Connect the Dots 

"If you build it, we will burn it" was 
the slogan spray-painted at housing 
developments in northeastern Suffolk 
County as homes under construction 
were vandalized and set ablaze during 
November-December 2000 (See EF!J 
January-February 2001). All of the de- 
struction was claimed by the ELF as 
actions against suburban sprawl. 

Cash was charged with aiding the 
ELF with the final fire, which occurred 
on December 29, 2000, at the Island 
Estates in Mount Sinai. He was also 
charged with planning an action to 
liberate ducks from the Titmus Duck 
Farm in Moriches. Although Cash was 
never involved in any ELF actions, the 
FBI targeted him for his aboveground 
activist activity. Cash is well known for 
his solidarity work with the day laborer 
community, participating in numer- 
ous actions against local racist groups 
and attending demonstrations at the 
homes of deadbeat contractors. He is 
an outspoken advocate against 


neoliberalism and has participated in 
civil disobedience. It was these activi- 
ties, and his work in forming the island's 
network of Food Not Bombs chapters, 
that were of concern to the FBI. 

During cross examination at Cash's 
trial, FBI agent Joseph Metzinger ad- 
mitted that Cash was targeted because 


of his civil disobedience activism. Fur- 
thermore, Metzinger admitted to tes- 
tifying before a grand jury that Cash 
was an anarchist who wanted to start 
an Earth First! chapter 
on Long Island. 

Metzinger stated that he 
equated these factors 
with being a member of 
the Earth and Animal 
Liberation Fronts. 

Metzinger collected in- 
formation regarding 
Cash from "cooperating 
witnesses," including 
Jared McIntyre, Mat- 
thew Rammelkamp and 
George Mashkow III. 

McIntyre and Rammelkamp, both mi- 
nors at the time, were turned in by 
Mashkow and soon entered into coop- 
eration agreements with the govern- 
ment to testify against Cash, who the 
government targeted as the "adult 
leader" of the "Suffolk Cell" of the ELF. 

The prosecution’s case focused 
around several strategies: criminalizing 
non-criminal protest, criminalizing 
cultural practices and symbols, blur- 
ring the lines between ELF direct ac- 
tions and civil disobedience, and 
identifying both of these types of ac- 
tions with terrorism and violence. 

The theories employed by the pros- 
ecution were not new: Persecution of 
the "other" and those who resist is as 
old as the state itself. Similarly, the 
attempt to equate protest with the ELF 
and other underground direct actions 
is trial by asso- 
ciation. This 
tactic is meant 
to erode the 
public's support 
for civil disobe- 
dience and their 
understanding 
of underground 
actions. The 
prosecution at- 
tempted to 
show that the 
MTC and ADL 
are the same as the ELF because they 
are all groups without leaders. Fur- 
thermore, they attempted to show a 
similarity between ELF arsons — which 
they claimed "risk life" — and protest- 
ing, which the prosecution claimed 
also "risks life." The government is 
now identifying all resistance — beyond 


the ineffective avenues that it sanc- 
tions — as terrorism. 

The prosecution's case included the 
testimony of McIntyre and Ram- 


melkamp and the observations of De- 
tective John Vohns, who was assigned 
to surveil Cash. A video of the Reclaim 
the Streets protest was also allowed 
into evidence, even though it showed 
no illegal activity. The government 
attempted to show a relationship be- 
tween an anarchist "circle-A" tattoo 
on Cash's arm, a circle-A on the ban- 
ner Cash unfurled from atop the tri- 
pod, and a spray-painted circle-A at 
one of the ELF actions. A video tape 
that captured Cash entering a Hess gas 
station and showed a red object that 
appeared to be a five-gallon gas can in 
the bed of his truck was the only pre- 
sentation of material evidence. Finally, 
the testimony of Metzinger, who was 
willing to obtain a conviction at any 
cost, addressed both the government's 
theories and the fabricated evidence. 

Shifty Evidence and 
Counter-Narratives 

Rather than confronting the state on 
its own terms, the defense created a 
counter-narrative to discuss radical poli- 
tics, civil disobedience and social 
change. Professor and activist Steven 
Duncombe testified in regards to the 
circle-A, its cultural significance, and 
the history of punk rock and Reclaim 
the Streets. The prosecution attempted 
to prove that anyone who would wear 
a circle-A as an anarchist symbol was 
obviously a terrorist. Duncombe com- 
pletely destroyed this viewpoint. 

Both McIntyre and Rammelkamp tes- 
tified in a scripted manner, stating that 
they had conversations about "arson" 
with Cash. McIntyre testified that Cash 
filled up the gas can that was used in 
the December 29 ELF action. During 


l^atker tkan confronting tke state on 
its own terms/ tke defense cheated a 
counte^-na^ative to discuss radical 
politics^ civil disobedience and social 
ckange. 


During cross examination at 
iSasks trial/ FT3D agent jjosepk 
yVAetzi nger admitted tkat {Sask 
was targeted because of kis civil 
disobedience activism. 


Page 10 Earth First! Lughnasadh 2004 




Cash and his supporters celebrate outside the courtroom following his acquittal on May 20 


form of tears as the verdict of "not 
guilty" was read three times, once 
for each count. 

Since Cash was arrested more than 
three years ago, solidarity and a sense 
of family have grown in our commu- 
nity. Numerous benefit shows raised 
funds for Cash's defense. Commu- 


nity members came together to cook 
vegan meals for the Cash family. 
Massive court support included not 
just activists, but the entire DIY 
punk and hardcore scenes, older 
progressives and artists, members of 
the religious community and local 
university professors. All of these fac- 
tors contributed to the "not guilty" 
verdict and the survival of the com- 
munity during this time. Here, the 
issues of suburban sprawl and 
neoliberalism were secondary to re- 
lationships and community bonds. 


This created the base for the counter- 
narrative woven by the defense. It is 
these substantive relationships, 
counter-narratives and community 
recompositions that can be utilized 
as a tactic to defend activists facing 
similar situations. 

Upon exiting the court room, Cash 
stated, "Through this, I got to 
see what we really have, and 
how very successful we've been 
in creating the community we 
talk about, and that the alterna- 
tive we strive for is alive and 
well between us. I got to see us 
all realize our best and most 
loving selves, in fear and in 
celebration, and 1 want you to 
know — my gratitude is eternal. 
... This is not only the family 
that I want to belong to — it's a glimpse 
of the future that we're creating, and 
it's fucking beautiful." 

Conor Cash is employed by the Long 
Island Freespace, Inc., a non-profit orga- 
nization that will open Long Island's first 
activist social center at Summer's end. He 
is spending plenty of time exploring the 
last few wild places on the island. 

Kevin Van Meter is a member of a 
collective of writers and speakers that 
came together to publicize the situation 
surrounding US v. Conor Cash. He is 
employed by the Freespace. 


cross-examination, however, 
Rammelkamp said that he 
had been "coerced" by the 
government into signing the 
cooperation agreement and 
that he did not recall any 
conversations with Cash 
about arson. McIntyre was 
questioned about an Instant 
Messenger Internet conver- 
sation that he had with an 
ADL activist in which he 
stated, "Conor is SOOO in- 
nocent, he is as guilty as my 
mother when she drove me 
to a thrift store to buy shoes 
that I used." McIntyre has 
been remanded into custody 
pending sentencing for this 
conversation, which suggests 
perjury by contradicting his 
testimony against Cash. 

The government's case fo- 
cused on another element: 
the Hess gas station video- 
tape. Stills of Cash's truck, of 
Cash entering the gas sta- 
tion store and a shot of one or two 
figures pumping gas were all shown 
during the trial, and the video was 
subsequently entered into evidence. 
Before the jury could view the tape, it 
came to light that it differed from the 
tape given to defense attorney 
Frederick Brewington. Both tapes ap- 
peared to be doctored, and the 
prosecution's version showed fig- 
ures that did not appear in the 
defense version. The defense 
video was also extremely grainy 
and dark, making it difficult to 
discern scenes and details. In one 
of the only moves favorable to 
Cash during the trial, Judge Platt 
excluded the prosecution's ver- 
sion from evidence, and neither 
tape was shown to the jury. 


Tkis joy exploded in the fomn of 
fe.ar's as +ke verdict of “nof 
guil+y” was r*ead +k^ee times,, 
once for 1 eac k coun t. 


Community Conquers 

After deliberating for a little more 
than a day, the jury came to a ver- 
dict. As 100 supporters filed into the 
courtroom, Cash looked out the win- 
dow of the monstrous federal court 
building that had become his tomb 
for the past two weeks and saw a 
hawk perched on a lamppost. Cash, 
a lover of birds, later said that this 
gave him tremendous hope and the 
feeling that he "couldn't help but 
cry for joy." This joy exploded in the 
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SH AC Attacked 


by Andrea Lindsay 

The "War on Terror" was officially 
launched against the animal rights 
movement on May 26, when FBI 
agents stormed the homes of seven 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) activists across the country 
and took them into custody for "ani- 
mal enterprise terrorism.” For three 
of the seven, it did not stop there. The 
trio was also charged with four counts 
of interstate stalking and conspiracy 
to commit interstate stalking. 

It started early 
in the morning. 

Armed FBI agents 
raided the home 
of New York ac- 
tivist Andrew 
Stepanian at 6 
a.m. and whisked 
him away, stat- 
ing that he was 
being arrested for 
animal enter- 
prise terrorism. 

Nearly simulta- 
neously, activists 
John McGee and 
Darius Fullmer 
were taken into 
custody on the 
same charge in 
New Jersey. FBI 
agents entered 
the California 
home of Lauren Gazzola, Jacob 
Conroy and Kevin Kjonaas hours later 
with guns drawn, arresting them on 
charges unknown at the time. Shortly 
thereafter, agents arrested Joshua 
Harper at his Washington home. The 
seven were released on personal re- 
cognizance bonds later that day. 

Their crime? In addition to speaking 
out in support of controversial protest 
tactics, they reported the actions of oth- 
ers on a website as part of a campaign to 
close down Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS), a notorious animal experimenta- 
tion lab located in East Millstone, New 
Jersey. In addition to the seven arrested, 
SHAC USA was also indicted for animal 
enterprise terrorism. 


The terrorism charges could mean 
a maximum of three years in prison 
and a $250,000 fine for each person. 
The charges of interstate stalking 
and conspiracy to engage in inter- 
state stalking could mean an addi- 
tional five years in prison and 
$250,000 per count. 

The Campaign 

The campaign against HLS got its 
start in the UK and has been raging in 
the US since 2001 . Several undercover 
investigations have revealed video 


footage of HLS workers cutting open 
conscious primates, punching six- 
week-old puppies in the face and fal- 
sifying scientific data. Overall, the 
company is responsible for the deaths 
of 500 animals every day. 

SHAC is well known for its rapid 
successes in convincing companies 
to disassociate themselves with the 
lab, as well as for its controversial 
tactics. Activists have not only tar- 
geted the laboratory directly, they 
have also taken on its investors, cus- 
tomers, insurance brokers and any- 
one else who has ties to HLS. 
Companies like Merril Lynch, Charles 
Schwab, Stephens, Inc. and the Royal 
Bank of Scotland have all dissociated 


themselves from HLS because of ac- 
tivist pressure. Tactics have ranged 
from leafleting, office disruptions, and 
phone and fax blitzes to home dem- 
onstrations and economic sabotage. 

While SH AC's approach has been con- 
troversial, it has hardly amounted to 
terrorism. Yet that is exactly what the 
28-page indictment handed down by a 
New Jersey federal grand jury argues. 
The document alleges that SHAC USA 
and the seven defendants violated the 
Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. It 
"proves" this by rattling off a long list of 
Internet postings 
on the SHAC USA 
website that de- 
scribe actions 
taken by other, 
anonymous ac- 
tivists. The in- 
dictment then 
describes an inci- 
dent at a demon- 
stration in Boston, 
which two of the 
defendants were 
| arrested for. How- 
■I ever, it conve- 
| niently neglects to 
= mention that the 

Cl 

| two were acquit- 
t ted of the charges 
in a Massachusetts 
court after the 
judge acknowl- 
edged that they 
were exercising their First Amendment 
rights. In sum, the indictment fails to 
pin any serious criminal acts on any of 
the defendants. 

The Animal Enterprise Terrorism 
Act was passed in 1992, in an effort 
to further penalize individuals ar- 
rested for economic sabotage against 
animal abuse industries. Specifically, 
it applies to individuals who "physi- 
cally" disrupt the functioning of an 
animal-related business by "inten- 
tionally stealing, damaging, or caus- 
ing the loss of any property 
(including animals or records) used 
by the animal enterprise, and thereby 
[causing] economic damage exceed- 
ing $10,000 to that enterprise, or 



Christopher I. Christie, US Attorney for New Jersey, announces the arrest of SHAC activists 
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[conspiring] to do so." The indict- 
ment itself describes no actions by 
any defendant that could remotely 
qualify under this act. 

According to FBI testimony before 
Congress in May, the FBI has been 
plotting how to take SHAC USA 
down since before the campaign 
spread to the US. During that same 
hearing, the FBI's assistant director 
on ecoterrorism testified that the 
Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act did 
not apply to the activities of SHAC USA 
or its supporters. Less than 10 days 
after that hearing, the indictments 
were handed down. The FBI's testi- 
mony only further underscores the 
fact that these charges are totally 
unfounded. 

The Campaign 
Continues 

Within hours of 
the arrests, the 
message was al- 
ready hitting the 
media: For those 
involved in the 
campaign to close 
HLS, it would be 
business as usual. 

There would be 
no silence or cow- 
ering. With or 
without the seven 
who were in- 
dicted, the torch 
would be carried. 

Within days of 
the arrests, re- 
ports of home 
demonstrations 
against HLS tar- 
gets were coming 
in, including 11 activists arrested in 
Pennsylvania. The message is clear: 
A few indictments cannot stop a 
broad-based, committed movement. 

In addition to the battle to close 
HLS, activists are now fighting for 
their freedom in the courts. SHAC 
sees this as an opportunity, not an 
obstacle. The court room, the media 
and the focus will all be harnessed to 
draw attention to the animals inside 
HLS and to the blatant attack on our 
eroding civil liberties. 

Who's Next? 

The goal of the government, many 
believe, is not necessarily to win this 


case. It is to intimidate, and these 
prosecutions are undoubtedly a pilot 
project. If the charges stick, other 
social movements had better watch 
out. In John Ashcroft's America, no 
activist is safe. 

Ultimately, this case is not about 
vivisection or animals, it is about free 
speech. It is about the government 
taking out anyone who is effective in 
their use of the First Amendment. It is 
about criminalizing dissent. 

It may start with the animal rights 
movement, but there will be a 
domino effect. Everyone who cares 
about free expression has a responsi- 
bility to stand up now and put a stop 
to this repression. If this domino 
falls, yours will soon follow. 

Take Action 
and Never 
Back Down! 

One of the most 
exciting aspects of 
the campaign to 
close HLS has been 
its widespread, in- 
dependent nature. 
Activists from 
around the world 
are working daily 
to close the lab 
down forever, and 
there is always 
room for more! 

Spread the 
word about these 
indictments 
through speak- 
ing events, let- 
ters to the editor 
and creative uses 
of pub lie forums. 
New Jersey-area activists can get in- 
volved with demonstrations at the 
federal courthouse. And, of course, 
SHAC USA can always use financial 
support to deal with these outra- 
geous indictments. 

Government repression is never 
as effective under scrutiny. We all 
have a responsibility to shine a light 
on this case — and watch the feds 
run for cover. 

For more information, visit 
www.SHACAmerica.net; 
www.SHAC7.org. 

Andrea Lindsay is a volunteer on the 
SHAC 7 legal support team. She can be 
reached at andrea@nocompromise.org. 


San Luis Folks Get Tough 

In December, the Colorado Su- 
preme Court guaranteed 700 fami- 
lies in San Luis, Colorado, access to 
the land they've used for genera- 
tions. Lou Pai bought the 80,000- 
acre Taylor Ranch that locals call 
"La Sierra" in the mid-1990s. The 
court's decision ordered Pai to ne- 
gotiate terms for livestock grazing 
and subsistence wood harvesting. 

Pai, a former Enron executive, 
quickly filed motions to limit ac- 
cess to just seven families. 

However, according to Ray Otero, 
founder of the Land Rights Coun- 
cil, "For 44 years, we have jumped 
all the hurdles they have thrown at 
us. I don't think the people of this 
community can take it any longer. " 
Addressing a 100-person protest 
gathered at the locked ranch gate 
on March 28, Otero said, "The next 
time the people gather at this gate, 
we will be going back up on the 
mountain." 

Email Monitoring Arrests 

An email message intercepted 
by the US National Security Agency 
(NSA) in February led to the March 
arrests of nine people in Britain 
and one person in Canada on 
charges of facilitating a terrorist 
act and being part of a terrorist 
group. This is the first time that 
routine US monitoring of email 
traffic has led to an arrest. 

Internet traffic is chopped up 
into data packets, which are trans- 
mitted along with a header that 
records the individual Internet Pro- 
tocol addresses of every computer 
a packet touches. The NSA ana- 
lyzes millions of email messages 
and phone calls each day, looking 
for certain keywords, addressing 
information or traffic patterns. 

US authorities are uniquely po- 
sitioned to monitor international 
telecommunications traffic be- 
cause many of the world's high- 
volume Internet connections are 
located in the US. Once electronic 
traffic touches a US computer, it is 
within the jurisdiction of the NSA. 
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Released but not Free 

Nuclear Whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu 


by Felice Cohen-Joppa 

After 18 long years, most of them 
spent in solitary confinement, nuclear 
whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu 
emerged from Israel's Ashkelon Prison 
on April 21. Immediately, he walked 
up to the gate and waved, hands raised 
high with signs of victory and peace, 
in acknowledgment of those of us gath- 
ered outside to welcome him to free- 
dom. Then he turned to 
the throng of interna- 
tional reporters as- 
sembled just inside the 
prison compound. For 
the first time since he 
revealed the existence of 
Israel's "secret" nuclear 
arsenal in 1986, Vanunu 
was allowed to make a 
statement to the media. 

The just-released pris- 
oner of conscience told 
the press in English, "To 
all those who are calling 
me traitor, I am saying: I 
am proud, I am proud 
and happy to do what I 
did. ... I will continue to 
speak against all kinds of 
nuclear weapons, against 
all democracies' nuclear 
weapons. ... I said Israel 
[doesn't] need nuclear [weapons,] es- 
pecially now that all the Middle East is 
free from nuclear weapons. ... My 
message today to all the world is: Open 
Dimona reactor for inspection. 

"I said to the Shabak Mossad, 'You 
didn't succeed — you didn't succeed to 
break me. You didn't succeed to make 
me crazy.'" 

When asked about being a hero, 
Vanunu replied, "All those who stood 
behind me, and who supported me for 
18 years, are the heroes. I am a symbol 
of the will of freedom. You cannot 
break the human spirit." 

And Who is Vanunu? 

Vanunu's large Moroccan Jewish fam- 
ily emigrated to Israel in 1963. As a 


young man in the mid-1970s, he served 
in the Israeli army and then, while at- 
tending university, took a technician's 
job at the Dimona Nuclear "Research 
Center." Over time, Vanunu grew in- 
creasingly troubled as he realized that 
Dimona held an underground factory 
and that his work was part of Israel's 
secret nuclear bomb program. In 1985, 
before leaving Dimona, he took nearly 
60 photographs inside the factory in 


order to document the truth for his 
fellow citizens and the entire world. 

Vanunu made his way to Sydney, 
Australia, where he found compan- 
ionship in an Anglican church social 
justice community and was baptized a 
Christian in July 1986. He shared with 
the community the story of his nuclear 
background. A British newspaper, The 
Sunday Times, learned of his story and 
sent a reporter to Sydney. Vanunu was 
flown to England, where British 
nuclear scientists confirmed his pho- 
tos and concluded that Israel was a 
major nuclear power, with perhaps 
200 weapons of advanced design. 

Israel got early wind of Vanunu's 
intentions. A week before the publica- 
tion of the story, a female Mossad 


agent lured him from Britain. When 
they arrived in Italy, he was drugged 
and chained by other Mossad agents 
and taken by boat to Israel. 

Vanunu was convicted of espionage 
and treason in a secret trial, and 
through the years, all of his appeals 
and parole applications were rejected. 

Outside Ashkelon Prison 

On April 21, nearly 100 peace, anti- 
nuclear and human rights 
activists from more than 
10 countries joined hun- 
dreds of Israeli supporters 
to greet Vanunu upon his 
release from prison. 

Outnumbering our 
group of supporters was a 
mob of ultra-right-wing 
Israelis holding black 
roses. They threw eggs and 
rocks at us and burned 
and ripped up our signs, 
which read, "Thank You, 
Mordechai Vanunu — 
Peace Hero, Nuclear 
Whistleblower." Their 
shouts of "Death to 
the Traitor" and "Kill 
Vanunu" were drowned 
out by a group of Israeli 
activists with a bullhorn 
chanting, "Vanunu — Yes, 
Nukes — No" and "Vanunu is a Hero." 

Vanunu’s brothers drove him 
straight to St. George's Anglican Ca- 
thedral in Jerusalem so that he could 
pray and give thanks for his freedom. 
During the prison press conference, 
Vanunu had told reporters "[I] suf- 
fered here 18 years because I am Chris- 
tian, because I was baptized into 
Christianity." Many Israelis consider 
his 1986 conversion as no less traitor- 
ous than his nuclear revelations. 

An apartment in Jaffa had been qui- 
etly arranged for Vanunu, but the 
media publicized its location. With no 
privacy and public threats on his life, 
Vanunu was granted sanctuary at St. 
George's by the Anglican Bishop of 
Jerusalem. Bishop Riah invited the 



On April 21, Mordechai Vanunu was released from prison after spending 18 
years in solitary confinement for exposing Israel's nuclear weapons program. 
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international supporters there to cel- 
ebrate that evening. 

Upon meeting Vanunu, we were 
struck by the strength, dignity and 
warmth of this long-imprisoned man. 
He greeted, hugged and kissed us all, 
and thanked us for our support through- 
out his years in prison. 

Restrictions and Threats 

Vanunu has been released, but he is 
not yet free. Claiming that he re- 
mains a threat to the security of Is- 
rael, authorities delivered an 
oppressive package of restrictions to 
Vanunu during his last week behind 
bars. Based on 1945 British Mandate 
emergency regula- 
tions, the restric- 
tions forbid him 
from leaving Israel 
for at least one 
year. In addition, 

Vanunu is not al- 
lowed to approach 
embassies, ports 
and borders; he is 
not allowed to 
travel within Is- 
rael beyond the 
city of his resi- 
dence without ad- 
vance permission; 
he is forbidden to 
speak about his 
work at Dimona 
and from commu- 
nicating with the 
foreign press; and 
his phone and In- 
ternet use will be 
monitored. 

The Association 
for Civil Rights in 
Israel is representing Vanunu in an 
appeal of these draconian restrictions 
to Israel's High Court, which it filed in 
early June. The restrictions have the 
effect of "banning" Vanunu from par- 
ticipating fully in civil society, putting 
him at risk of further imprisonment. At 
a prison vigil and press conference at 
Ashkelon Prison on the eve of Vanunu's 
release, many supporters tied black 
cloths across their mouths in protest of 
these restrictions, which have been de- 
nounced by Amnesty International as 
a human rights violation. 

The injustice of such banishment is 
compounded by the fact that Vanunu 
is in danger in Israel. One extremist, 


who threw himself on the hood of the 
car as Vanunu left the prison, told a 
reporter in front of the church the next 
day, "We will pursue Vanunu wherever 
he goes. ... Wherever he goes, we'll be 
there. He'll never be able to walk free 
until the last day of his life." Two days 
after his release, an Internet poll by Ma- 
ariv, an Israeli newspaper, asked, "What 
should be done with Vanunu?," and 
"killed" was one of several responses to 
choose from. 

If Vanunu's appeal to the High Court 
is unsuccessful, other diplomatic means 
to get him safely out of Israel are being 
pursued, including petitioning Norway 
to grant him a passport on humani- 
tarian grounds. 

How to Help 
Vanunu 

■§■ The interna- 

© 

| tional campaigns 

n are raising money 

1 to help Vanunu re- 

i build his life. Need- 
© 

| ing to remain at St. 
George's because 
of safety concerns 
and with his im- 
mediate future un- 
certain, Vanunu 
very much needs 
your financial sup- 
port. Checks made 
payable to the 
US Campaign to 
Free Mordechai 
Vanunu can be 
sent to POB 43384, 
Tucson, AZ 85733, 
USA. Please write 
"for Mordechai" 
on the memo line. 
You can also donate online at 
www.vanunu.com. 

Mordechai would love to hear from 
his friends and supporters. You can 
write to him at: Mordechai Vanunu c/ 
o Cathedral Church of St. George, 20 
Nablus Road, PO Box 19018, Jerusa- 
lem 91190, Israel. Email him at 
vanunumvjc@hotmail.com. 

For more information, and to sign 
an Internet petition calling for an 
end to the restrictions against 
Vanunu, visit www.vanunu.com. 

Felice Cohen-foppa is the coordinator 
of the US Campaign to Free Mordechai 
Vanunu and co-editor of the Nuclear 
Resister newsletter. 



Over time , Vanunu grew 
increasingly troubled as he 
realized that Dimona held 
an underground factory 
and that his work was part 
of Israel's secret nuclear 
bomb program. 


Everything's Peachy 

On February 4, Bush campaign- 
ers sent an email to the press secre- 
taries of all US Republican congress 
members, advising them how to 
respond when questioned about 
the environment during the US 
presidential election campaign. 

The email claims that "We are 
fighting a battle of fact against fic- 
tion. Republicans can't stress 
enough that extremists are scream- 
ing 'Doomsday!' when the environ- 
ment is actually seeing a new and 
better day." It alleges that global 
warming has not been proven, air 
quality is "getting better," the 
world's forests are “spreading, not 
deadening, " oil reserves are "increas- 
ing, not decreasing," and "water is 
cleaner and reaching more people. " 

The email's "facts" are taken from 
contentious sources, including the 
Pacific Research Institute and a cli- 
mate-skeptic scientist, both of 
whom are known to receive money 
from the fossil-fuel industry. 

Ocean Dead Zones Growing 

According to a report by the 
United Nations Environmental Pro- 
gram (UNEP), there are nearly 150 
ocean dead zones around the world, 
and the number is increasing. 

Dead zones are caused by an ex- 
cess of nitrogen from agricultural 
fertilizers, industrial emissions and 
human sewage. The pollutants trig- 
ger the growth of microscopic al- 
gae, which consume oxygen and 
suffocate marine life. Dead zones 
are especially dangerous to fisheries 
because they afflict coastal waters 
where many fish spawn. 

On March 29, UN scientists 
warned that dead zones are one of 
world's greatest environmental 
problems. During the past 10 years, 
these lifeless areas have doubled in 
number, with someextendingmore 
than 27,000 square miles. 

Dead zones are spreading to new 
areas, including the Baltic Sea, the 
Black Sea and the Yellow Sea. They 
are also appearingoff South America, 
Japan, Australia and Thailand. 
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Nuclear Madness 



by Abigail 

The Bush administration has imple- 
mented a dramatic shift in US nuclear 
policy, and plans to produce a new 
generation of nukes are already under- 
way. The US is gearing up for the big- 
gest nuclear weapons buildup since the 
Cold War — only this time, with a more 
"usable" arsenal. According to the 
World Policy Institute, Bush's national 
nuclear policy "represents the triumph 
of a small circle of conservative theo- 
rists who have long pressed for ex- 
panding the role of nuclear 
weapons as a guarantor of US 
military superiority and a 
tool for exerting political 
and strategic influence." 

The administration 
embraces a Nuclear 
War-Fighting Doctrine 
that includes the possi- 
bility of "fighting and win- 
ning a nuclear war." Its 
National Strategy to Combat 
Weapons of Mass Destruction, 
released in December 2002, 
announced a policy of nuclear 
pre-emption, in which the US 
may strike first against coun- 
tries that may be trying to 
obtain "weapons of mass de- 
struction." By threatening 
non-nuclear countries with 
nuclear attack, the admin- 
istration is setting a dan- 
gerous precedent and may 
re-ignite a global arms race. 

Among the admini- 
stration’s brave new weap- 
ons programs are low-yield (less than 
five kiloton) nuclear weapons, aka 
"mini-nukes," and the Robust 
Nuclear Earth Penetrator (RNEP), a 
high-yield "bunker-buster." In May 
2003, Congress overturned the 
Spratt-Furse restriction, a decade-old 
ban on the development of mini- 
nukes (three of which would contain 
the same explosive force as the bomb 
that destroyed Hiroshima). The Na- 
tional Nuclear Security Administra- 
tion (NNSA), a semi-autonomous 
agency within the Department of 
Energy (DOE), now has the go-ahead 
to develop these new weapons, which 


South Carolina. The National Ignition 
Facility (NIF), newly constructed at 
Livermore, is the single most expensive 
stockpile stewardship program. NIF will 
attempt to use 192 lasers to ignite a 
radioactive fuel pellet inside a reactor 
vessel; this will further research on the 
thermonuclear stage (fusion reaction) 
of an exploding nuclear weapon. DOE 
has told Congress that NIF construc- 
tion costs will be limited to $1.1 bil- 
lion; however, the General 
Accounting Office estimates 
costs at $4.2 billion. 

NNSA is also planning to 
build a new, Cold War-sized 
plutonium bomb produc- 
tion plant called the Mod- 
ern Pit Facility (MPF). The 
MPF would produce up to 450 
plutonium "pits" per year; these 
pits produce a fission reaction 
and act as the primary, or trigger, 
for modern thermonuclear weap- 
ons. The Bush administration's in- 
| famous 2002 Nuclear Posture 
| Review called specifically for the 
| construction of the MPF in order to 
~ have "the flexibility to produce pits 
| of a new design in a timely man- 
I ner." The NNSA is already estab- 
lishing stockpile production at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory ca- 
pable of producing 80 pluto- 
nium pits a year, and the agency 
has not explained why that level 
of production is insufficient for 
a nuclear arsenal that is sup- 
posedly undergoing reductions. 

Possible sites for the MPF include 
the Savannah River Site, Los Alamos 
National Laboratory, the Nevada Test 
Site, the Pantex Plant and the Waste 
Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico. 

All this new weapons development 
may lead to the resumption of under- 
ground nuclear testing at the Nevada 
Test Site. Not surprisingly, the Bush 
administration thinks this is a fine 
idea, despite an eleven-year morato- 
rium on nuclear testing and the re- 
strictions of the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT), which the US has 
signed but not yet ratified. 

All DOE and NNSA programs to 
produce new or modified nuclear 
weapons are also in clear violation 


are considered "usable" by the Bush 
administration, though no decision 
to deploy them has yet been made. 
RNEP is currently in its developmen- 
tal stage and has already received 
$15 million in funding. NNSA's Fis- 
cal Year 2005 budget anticipates 
spending $567 million on these two 
programs over the next five years, 
reflecting the administration’s ag- 
gressive nuclear posture. 


New nukes are also being produced 
under the auspices of NNSA's "Stock- 
pile Stewardship Program" (SSP). Un- 
der the guise of maintaining the "safety 
and reliability" of the US arsenal, this 
program carries out nuclear weapons 
refurbishments that give existing weap- 
ons new military capabilities. Several 
DOE facilities around the country par- 
ticipate in refurbishments and "life- 
extension upgrades," including 
Lawrence Livermore National Lab in 
California, Los Alamos National Lab in 
New Mexico, the Y1 2 National Security 
Complex in Tennessee, the Pantex Plant 
in Texas and the Savannah River Site in 
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of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT), which requires the 
original nuclear weapons states to 
negotiate the elimination of all 
nuclear arsenals. 

Instead of working to reduce the 
military's reliance on nuclear weap- 
ons, as is required by international law, 
the Bush administration is making the 
threat or use of nukes a central part of 
its national strategy. And, after Bush 
and Russian Prime 
Minister Vladimir 
Putin signed the 
"Moscow Treaty" in 
the Summer of 2003, 

Bush announced 
that the US had 
"concluded negotia- 
tions" on disarma- 
ment. The Moscow 
Treaty requires the 
US and Russia to re- 
duce their nuclear 
arsenals to 2,200 or 
fewer deployed stra- 
tegic (long range) 
warheads by 2013 
(down from the cur- 
rent 7,000 warheads 
in the active US 
stockpile). The 
treaty doesn't in- 
clude tactical (short 
range) weapons, 
and it doesn't re- 
quire the destruction of a single war- 
head or delivery system. DOE's 
ambitious new weapons programs dem- 
onstrate that the US has no intention 
of honoring its disarmament commit- 
ments under the Moscow Treaty, the 
NPT, the CTBT, or any other interna- 
tional efforts to control the arms race. 

Rather, the Bush administration is 
blurring the line between nuclear and 
conventional weapons, lowering the 
"nuclear threshold" and increasing the 
number of scenarios in which nuclear 
weapons might be used. 

The Western States Legal Founda- 
tion (WSLF) in Oakland, California, a 
nuclear disarmament advocacy group 
that monitors the nuclear weapons 
labs, reminds us that the Bush 
administration's nuclear doctrine is not 
entirely new. According to WSLF Ex- 
ecutive Director Jackie Cabasso, "It is a 
continuation and an expansion of pro- 
grams and policies carried out by every 
administration, Republican or Demo- 


crat, since President Harry Truman — a 
Democrat — authorized the US atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
in 1945." In fact, in 1997, Clinton 
signed a Presidential Decision Direc- 
tive reaffirming the threatened first use 
of nuclear weapons as the "cornerstone" 
of US national security and contem- 
plating an "expanded role" for nuclear 
weapons to counter nuclear, chemical 
or biological weapons. And it was the 
Clinton adminis- 
tration that made 
a massive rein- 
vestment in the 
nuclear weapons 
infrastructure by 
estab-lishing the 
Stockpile Steward- 
ship program. 
These policies and 
programs laid the 
groundwork for 
the Bush admin- 
istration's unilat- 
eral and aggressive 
foreign policy, in 
which the use of 
nuclear weapons 
by the US is becom- 
ing "thinkable." 
According to 
Cabasso, "Who- 
ever occupies the 
White House next, 
we must challenge 
the notion that our national security 
can be protected with nuclear weap- 
ons. Instead, we must fundamentally 
redefine security in human and 
ecological terms." 

The adoption of a nuclear war- 
fighting doctrine has resulted in bil- 
lions of tax dollars being tunneled 
out of education, health care and 
other necessary programs. The 
nuclear weapons budget for Fiscal 
Year 2004 exceeds spending levels 
from the height of the Cold War by 
fifty percent, even when adjusted for 
inflation. For the first time since 
World War II, the US government 
views nuclear weapons not as a de- 
terrent or a weapon of last resort, but 
as a tool to be actively used to further 
its foreign agenda. The nuclear threat 
has never been greater. 

For more information, visit 
www.ananuclear.org; 
www.wslfweb.org or read The New 
Nuclear Danger by Helen Caldicott. 
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Greenpeace Wins Free 
Speech Case 

Citing insufficient evidence, fed- 
eral Judge Adalberto Jordan dis- 
missed the US Department of 
Justice's criminal prosecution of 
Greenpeace USA on May 19. 

The government accused 
Greenpeace of violating an 1872 
sailor-mongering law when activ- 
ists boarded a ship in April 2002 as 
it "was about to arrive at the place 
of her destination." The boat was 
loaded with illegal Brazilian ma- 
hogany (see £F//March- April 2004). 

Greenpeace lawyer Tom Wetterer 
said the statute failed to define what 
"about to arrive" meant, and the 
judge agreed that it was too vague. 

This was the first time that an 
entire organization faced prosecu- 
tion by the US government for the 
free-speech related activities of its 
supporters. 

Monsanto Beats Schmeiser 

On May 2 1 , Monsanto narrowly 
won its gene patent case against 
Canadian farmer Percy Schmeiser. 
The Canadian Supreme Court's 
5-4 decision — the first of its kind 
in the world — held that Schmeiser 
had illegally planted the 
company's genetically engineered 
(GE) canola seeds. 

In 1997, Schmeiser found that 
his homegrown, conventional 
canola seeds were polluted with 
genes from Monsanto's patented, 
herbicide-resistant GE canola. 

The court's ruling called it "com- 
mon sense" that saving and plant- 
ing seeds containing the modified 
genes deprived Monsanto of the 
full benefits of its patent. 

According to Andrew Kimbrell 
with the Center for Food Safety in 
Washington, DC, "[Monsanto of- 
ficials] may be high-fiving today, 
but they'll be regretting it tomor- 
row because if the patent follows 
the gene, so does the liability." At 
least one organic grower group in 
Canada is seeking damages from 
Monsanto for organic crops con- 
taminated with modified genes. 


The Bush adminis- 
tration is blurring 
the line between 
nuclear and conven- 
tional weapons, low- 
ering the "nuclear 
threshold" and in- 
creasing the number 
of scenarios in which 
nuclear weapons 
might be used. 
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Southern Appalachia Under Attack 

A Call to Form Alabama Earth First! 


by Matt Jones 

The threat of weapons of mass de- 
struction comes not from Iraq, but from 
here in the US. Ask anyone living near 
the eight US chemical weapons (CW) 
stockpiles in Colorado, Oregon, Utah, 
Arkansas, Alabama, Indiana, Maryland, 
and Kentucky to point them out. 

As a result of CW incineration, 
Southern Appalachia is being poi- 
soned by chronic toxic emissions. 
These emissions do not stop at the 
state line; I live downwind from the 
Anniston Army Depot (ANAD) in 
Anniston, Alabama, as does most of 
my family here in Georgia. More than 
80 known waste products are released 
into the air we breathe by CW incin- 
eration, including dioxins, heavy 
metals and PCBs. These emissions, 
through bioaccumulation or simple 
exposure, can lead to cancer and im- 
mune system damage, as well as re- 
productive and developmental 
problems in humans and wildlife. 

In 1963, ANAD began storing VX 
nerve gas and GB sarin and mustard 
gas munitions in concrete and 
earthen igloos without informing the 
locals. It was not until 1988, when 
the Army broke ground on its 
Anniston incinerator, that many resi- 
dents discovered that they lived next 
to a time bomb. Munitions began 
leaking because of faulty manufac- 
turing, causing toxic clouds. In 1997, 
the US ratified the Chemical Weap- 
ons Convention, setting a 2007 dead- 
line for the destruction of all CW 
stockpiles with an optional five year 
extension. Out of the eight remain- 
ing stockpiles in the US, four are 
slated for incineration; others will be 
destroyed using a safer neutraliza- 
tion process. 

Anniston residents are claiming en- 
vironmental discrimination, consid- 
ering that 44 percent of the population 
is African American. More than 24 
percent of the city's population is liv- 
ing below the poverty line. Thirty-five 
thousand residents live within nine 
miles of the incinerator. 
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Anniston officials have called it a 
patriotic duty to burn CW, and it be- 
came a state's rights issue with the 
state losing. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency didn't support 
the incineration plan, deeming evacu- 
ation out of Anniston impossible. In 
the end, compromises between politi- 
cians, the Alabama Department of En- 
vironmental Mismanagement (ADEM) 
and the Army bought "Maximum Pro- 
tection" with sheet plastic, duct tape, 
scissors, and cheap plastic gas mask 
"Scape hoods" and CW educa- 
tion by Centech, a private 
contractor distributing hoods 
and information to Anniston resi- 
dents. A six-county-wide drill 
was conducted on March 10, 
including all of the surround- 
ing Alabama counties' Emer- 
gency Management Agencies 
(EMA) and first responders. No 
citizens were involved. 

ANAD has a permit for a 
dangerous practice called 
"chop and drop." CW incin- 
erators were designed to burn 
liquid forms of mustard, sarin 
and VX agents. Problems arose 
when it was discovered that 
many munitions agents had 
gelled or crystallized due to age 
or faulty manufacturing. Liquid 
agent is drained and burned sepa- 
rately from the munitions casings, 
but with gelled agent, the rocket is 
just chopped and burned. This can 
lead to incomplete destruction of 
the live agent, because liquid agent 
vaporizes much faster when exposed 
to flame than a large piece of metal 
exposed to the same flame. 

The Tooele, Utah, incinerator is al- 
lowed to chop and drop one munition 
per hour. ADEM, however, granted 
the ANAD permission to chop and 
drop between nine and 34 rockets per 
hour. Production or destruction is the 
only objective in the minds of the 
Anniston incinerator crews, leaving 
area residents as unwilling guinea 
pigs during this "ramping up" to the 
top speed of 34 rockets per hour. 


ADEM and the Environmental "Pro- 
tection" Agency (EPA) set up smoke- 
stack monitors after a 760-hour, 
unmonitored trial burn for each chemi- 
cal agent, even though many poten- 
tially unknown agents — such as EA 
2192, which is formed when VX and 
water vapor mix — are un-monitorable 
by this method. For one to two weeks, 
the agencies monitor emissions levels 
based on furnace temperature and the 



duration 
of the burn. Meet- 
ing ADEM and EPA air 
quality standards allows the 
ANAD to burn indefinitely and 
without oversight until they start 
burning a different CW. Passing or 
not passing these tests obviously 
has no effect on whether the 
incinerator still bums. Recently in 
Anniston, the incinerator failed its 
PCB trial but was allowed to continue 
burning above EPA levels until it was 
able to pass a second trial. 

Furthermore, the Army is using out- 
dated 1982 technology to monitor 
for mustard, sarin and VX nerve gases 
only. As agent is burned, the pollu- 
tion plume drifts over a monitor and 



is collected in air tubes. If an alarm 
sounds, a worker analyzes the tubes 
in a laboratory, testing only for live 
agent. This process takes at least 20 
minutes. 

Congress and the National Re- 
search Council continue to suggest 
that the Army needs to update its 
monitors to new infrared spectro- 
scopy that can detect multiple 
toxins, including EA 2192, simulta- 
neously over a large area. The re- 
sponse time for these monitors is 
approximately 10 seconds. But the 
Army is stubbornly refusing to 
change its monitors and continues 
to burn these hellish Cold War weap- 
ons. In addition, it is using 1972 
chemical exposure levels set for 
healthy male soldiers to 
decide if a live agent 
release is high 
enough to warrant 
sounding an alarm. 
These levels are far 
above the EPA's 
Federal Register of 
Acute Exposure 
| Guidelines and 

* were criticized as 

-j. too high by a 1994 

| Department of De- 

o fense report. 

| On February 4, 
two workers were ex- 
posed to GB sarin gas 
inside an observa- 
tion deck of the in- 
cinerator, causing an 
evacuation of the 
- complex. No gas was 
supposed to be in that 
part of the plant, and 
representatives said it 
might have come 
through the air filtra- 
tion system — exposing 
another persistent, un- 
resolved problem. The 
Anniston EMA was not 
notified until three 
hours later. This is not 
an isolated event. 

Georgia's population 
and government officials 
are turning a blind eye to 
the incinerator directly 
upwind. Floyd and 
Carroll counties are only 
40 miles east of ANAD; 
neither county was in- 
cluded in the March emer- 


gency drill. Floyd County's EMA has 
no plans for dealing with agent re- 
lease and the hysteria that will ensue. 
People in Georgia say that it is the 
problem of those Alabama folks. 

Many groups have sprung up in re- 
sponse to the Army's abuse of the 
environment and local residents. The 
Chemical Weapons Working Group 
(CWWG), based in Berea, Kentucky, 
has been a leader in opposing the 
Army's flawed CW disposal plans. 
CWWG totes that "no emissions are 
good emissions," favoring neutraliza- 
tion over incineration because it 
doesn't risk releasing unmonitored 
toxic emissions. 

I propose opening a new front of 
attack against the as-of-yet-un- 
touched Washington Group Inter- 
national, which is based in Boise, 
Idaho. The Earth-hating corporation 
owns and operates three of the four 
incinerators in the US and one neu- 
tralization plant in Colorado. Its 
website boasts a good working rela- 
tionship with the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration in 
the areas of ergonomics, hearing and 
crane safety while totally ignoring 
the danger to their workforce inside 
malfunctioning incinerators. Its en- 
vironmental destruction days must 
be stopped. 

Monsanto's PCB pollution in 
Anniston, chip mills, continued log- 
ging of Alabama's national forests and 
EMA’s hazardous waste dumps are 
only a few of the issues de-facing 
Alabama's future. Do we have to wait 
until people die from exposure to CW 
or its emissions? This is a call against 
the unsafe destruction of arms. I am 
looking for like-minded folks to form 
an Alabama Earth First! collective. As 
a resident of southern Appalachia, I 
realize that these toxic chemicals need 
to be destroyed, but I also demand 
recognition and use of safer 
alternatives similar to the ones being 
used at other CW stockpiles in this 
country. Give us clean air, not chronic 
toxic emissions. 

For more information, visit 
www.cwwg.org; www.wgint.com. If 
you are interested in starting an Ala- 
bama Earth First! group, contact 
mattlandon2001@yahoo.com. 

Matt enjoys riding his bicycle and cook- 
ing with Food Not Bombs in opposition 
to the military/industrial complex and 
police state. 
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Monsanto Drops GE Wheat 

On May 10, Monsanto an- 
nounced that it has discontinued 
all research and field trials of its 
genetically engineered (GE) 
wheat. The wheat, which was 
modified to resist the company's 
RoundUp herbicide, has faced 
worldwide opposition. 

In fear of contamination, Ja- 
pan said it would not purchase 
any US wheat if GE varieties were 
commercialized. North American 
food companies released state- 
ments pledging not to use GE 
wheat in their products. In re- 
sponse to European opposition, 
Monsanto announced in 2003 
that it would not commercialize 
GE wheat in Europe. 

According to Juan Lopez of 
Friends of the Earth International, 
"This must be one of the most 
rejected products ever developed. 
This is another major financial 
blow to Monsanto, and the cor- 
poration should get out of this 
unwanted GE crops business once 
and for all." 

Extinction is Forever 

More than 100 species became 
extinct during the first 20 years of 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
according to a recent report from 
the Center for Biological Diversity 
(CBD). Ninety-two of those spe- 
cies never received protection un- 
der the ESA. Eighty-eight of those 
92 species became extinct during 
lengthy listing delays. More than 
half of all extinctions happened 
on the Hawaiian Islands. 

"Virtually all of these species 
could have been saved if the ESA 
was properly managed, fully 
funded and shielded from politi- 
cal pressure, " said CBD Executive 
Director Kieran Suckling. 

The Bush administration has 
asked Congress for just $17 mil- 
lion for the ESA over the next year. 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
requested $153 million to list all 
species waiting for protection. 
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We’re Not Gonna lake it Anymore 

Buffalo Advocates File Federal Lawsuit over Government Harassment 


by Buffalo Field Campaign 

In March, the Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign (BFC) filed a civil rights lawsuit 
against agents of the Montana Depart- 
ment of Livestock (MDOL), as well as 
the Gallatin County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment and one US Forest Service officer. 

BFC asserts that officials have escalated 
their harassment of the non-profit or- 
ganization, using tactics authorized by 
the 2001 USA PATRIOT Act to monitor 
suspected terrorist groups. 

Since September 11, 2001, volun- 
teers have been subjected to govern- 
ment spying, illegal detentions, 
seizures of videotapes documenting 
controversial bison treatment, and 
false arrests based on vague charges. 

The lawsuit maintains that the pur- 
pose of these actions has been to dis- 
courage BFC from engaging in 
constitutionally protected activities. 

Included among the lawsuit's allegations are claims of 
deadly assaults by MDOL agents. In 2002, MDOL agent 
Rob Morton attempted to hit BFC volunteer Chris May 
with his snowmobile on a Yellowstone National Forest 


road, forcing May to dive out of the 
way. Morton then dismounted and 
proceeded to shove May off the road, 
threatening to arrest him if he did not 
get off "my side of the road." According 
to BFC Campaign Coordinator Mike 
Mease, it is these kinds of outrageous 
incidents that prompted the group to 
take legal action to protect its mem- 
bers. 

A tense relationship has always ex- 
isted between BFC and the agencies 
responsible for the ongoing slaughter 
^ of hundreds of wild Yellowstone bi- 
| son. "We understand that these people 
have a job to do, and while we happen 
£ to believe that their mission is im- 
| moral, we have always tried to respect 
-3 the humanity of the government em- 
ployees involved," Mease said, add- 
ing, "Over time it has become very 
clear that they don't have mutual re- 
spect for American citizens who are 
exercising their rights and also trying to do a job — which 
is to gather news and document government operations." 

BFC activists are dedicated to documenting, publicizing 
and taking direct action to halt the trapping and slaughter 


i 



On May 8, 50 people gathered at the capitol in 
Helena, Montana, to mourn the 278 buffalo 
killed this year by federal and state agencies 




ELF Hits Golf Course Subdivision 

On April 20, two houses were burned down and at- 
tempts were made to burn two others in the Lobo Ridge 
golf course subdivision east of Snohomish, Washington. 
The fires caused one million dollars in damage. A note 
found at one of the fire sites condemned urban sprawl 
and was signed "ELF." 

Neighbors were reportedly confused about what the 
motive for the fires could be. The builder of one of the 
damaged homes said, "If you're against building or don't 
want people moving into the neighborhood, stand on 
the corner with a sign." 

The Snohomish arson is the third action of 2004 to be 
claimed by the Earth Liberation Front. Bottles of flam- 
mable liquid were also found at two other housing 
developments in the Snohomish area. 

The Grim Reaper Visits GE Apple Trees 

In March, the Earth Liberation Front destroyed 420 
genetically engineered trees in the Netherlands, appar- 
ently by hand. The trees, which were planted last year in 


Wageningan by Plant Research International (PRI), had 
a barley gene inserted into them that allegedly promotes 
disease resistance. 

The action set PRI's research back a year, and the 
company reported $12,100 worth of damage. 

Logging Equipment Damaged 

On May 28, five pieces of logging equipment were 
damaged in Baker County, Oregon, in protest of a 
controversial salvage logging operation. The illegal log- 
ging is slated to go forward under Bush's "Healthy 
Forests Initiative," and ongoing efforts in court have 
been unable to stop it. 

Metal shavings were poured into the engines, fuel 
tanks and hydraulic systems of a log loader, a de-limber, 
a bulldozer and two skidders; no one has claimed respon- 
sibility. 

D.R. Johnson Lumber Company employees discov- 
ered the damage after the loader had filled a truck with 
logs and began having engine problems. The equip- 
ment is expected to be out of commission for about two 
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of the last continuously wild herd of buffalo in the US. In 
the past 10 years, state and federal agencies have killed 
2,781 of these buffalo, which reside in Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park. 

BFC was alerted to the government's attempts to por- 
tray them as a terrorist organization after a medical 
doctor filed a formal com- 
plaint against the Gallatin 
County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment in November 2001. 

According to his complaint, 

Dr. Stephan Fleck was on 
vacation from Indiana and 
decided to educate himself 
about the ongoing buffalo 
controversy. When he 
stopped to talk to Sheriff's 
deputies parked on the side 
of Highway 191 during a 
buffalo hazing operation, he 
was mistaken for a BFC ad- 
vocate. His earnest inquir- 
ies were answered, with a 
physical assault, search and 
interrogation. 

A few days later, Fleck visited the Sheriff's station and 
learned that the reason he was treated like a criminal was 
because his vehicle had been observed earlier at BFC 
headquarters. A deputy informed him that BFC was an eco- 
terrorist organization that killed dogs, threatened local 
families and evaded taxes. The deputy then attempted to 
reassure him, saying that since the attacks of September 11, 
2001, the government has had a much better handle on 
"these kind of people." 


Fleck's experience only confirmed BFC's worst suspi- 
cions. Mease maintains that "The government notice- 
ably stepped up their efforts to thwart our campaign and 
intimidate our volunteers after September 11." In re- 
sponse to BFC's 2002 right-to-know lawsuit against 
MDOL, the agency instead filed an index of documents 

it was withholding, includ- 
ing 14 "Investigative Re- 
ports" from MDOL agents. 
All but one of the reports 
were dated after September 
11, 2001. MDOL also with- 
held 121 photographs of 
BFC "members, supporters 
and activities." 

Mease concluded that, in 
addition to securing pro- 
tection for BFC volunteers, 
"It is our hope that by filing 
this suit, we will be able to 
regain reasonable access to 
government operations so 
Americans can see the 
senseless slaughter that 
their tax money is being 
wasted on." BFC also hopes the lawsuit will set a strong 
precedent and protect other activists who are facing 
stepped-up government harassment and intimidation 
in the wake of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 

For more information or to donate money to help 
cover costs of the civil rights lawsuit, contact the Buffalo 
Field Campaign, POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 
59821; (406) 646-0070; buffalo@wiIdrockies.org; 
www.wildrockies.org/buffalo. 
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In April, an activist stopped the slaughter of wild buffalo for a week with 
a monopod attached to the Horse Butte buffalo trap in Yellowstone. 
Government officials have labled such actions as terrorism 


weeks; local U ndersheriff Ken Draze estimated the dam- 
age at $100,000. The FBI has reportedly joined the 
investigation. 

The company paid three million dollars in May for 30 
million board-feet of timber that was burned in the 2002 
Monument fire. 

Mattole Forest Defense Stops Logging Truck 

On May 10, forest defenders in the Mattole River 
watershed in California stopped a Maxxam/Pacific 
Lumber Company (PL) truck from entering the Taylor 
Peak area, a coastal ridge that has been severely defor- 
ested. Activists have maintained a presence in the 
Upper North Fork of the Mattole to prevent PL from 
increasing its old growth logging, road-building and 
clearcutting. Actions in the Mattole continue with 
road blockades, backwoods forest defense, and cer- 
emonies to honor and protect the land. 

Activists Face Felony Charges for Banner Hang 

King County prosecutors are pursuing a felony charge 
of criminal sabotage against nine activists for dropping 
a banner off of a 240-foot crane in Seattle, Washington 
on February 17. The banner read, "Wake up 
Weyerhaeuser: Protect Forests Now." 


The activists were targeted as being part of a "highly 
organized team of professional protesters" and face 
sentences of up to a year in jail and a $10,000 fine. The 
banner hang reportedly cost Swinerton Builders, the 
company operating the construction site, $100,000 in 
delays and schedule changes. 

Police and prosecutors allege that the protesters were 
paid by the Rainforest Action Network. Authorities seized 
paycheck stubs for $900 and $1,000, though it was 
unclear what the payments were for and what time 
period they were from. 

Guadalajara Protesters Tortured 

Thousands gathered at the end of May in Guadalajara, 
Mexico, to protest the third Summit Meeting of the Euro- 
pean Union, Latin America and the Caribbean. The main 
event was a festival-type march, while a more militant 
faction overturned barricades, stormed police lines and 
smashed the windows of multinational corporations. 

Police used chemical weapons and batons to viciously 
attack protesters and non-protesting youth. More than 
a hundred protesters were "disappeared” for several 
days; they were repeatedly beaten, threatened and sexu- 
ally humiliated, while authorities denied that they were 
in custody. 
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by Lenny 
The FBI's March 
announcement that 
it used electronic and 
security records provided 
by the California Institute 
of Technology (Caltech) to 
arrest Billy Cottrell for alleged 
Earth Liberation Front activity should set off warning bells 
throughout the higher education community (see EF!f 
May-June 2004). Increasingly, institutions of higher learn- 
ing are coming to resemble police and surveillance states. 

Students as Criminals 

According to Campus Security and Law Enforcement, Sec- 
ond Edition by John Powell, Michael Pander and Robert 
Nielsen, "The trend toward the professionalization and 
growth of campus security has remained the most rapid in 
the private security field in recent history." This growth 
has been matched by a trend toward a corporate model of 
education, as well as the resulting attitude that students are 
unruly elements on campus that need to be controlled. 

Some of the clearest examples of this attempt at control 
are the "free speech zones” now found on dozens of college 
campuses. These areas, which are often small and out-of- 


the-way, effectively transform the rest of the campus into 
a "no speech zone." At an anti-sweatshop protest in March 
2002, 12 Florida State University (FSU) students were 
arrested for "sitting in" on the lawn outside of the admin- 
istration building. The students did not block access to the 
building; they were "trespassing" by protesting outside the 
school's free speech area. 

Beyond free speech zones, some schools are coming to rely 
on the police to deal with routine disturbances that were 
formerly handled by college officers. Pomona College in 
Claremont, California, claims that it prefers to resolve distur- 
bances with its own Campus Safety forces, but in the course 
of one year the college approved the summoning of riot 
police to break up a peaceful building takeover, called taser- 
wielding police to quell a fight at a party and had two students 
arrested for joyriding in a college golf cart. When the joyriders 
were charged with grand theft auto, Dean of Students Ann 
Quinley explained to the student newspaper why the college 
was unwilling to seek a reduction in charges: "'My goal in all 
of this was to be polite and not annoying, ' said Quinley, citing 
a reluctance to upset [the college's] working relationship with 
the district attorney in the event of future student arrests." 

Education as Big Business 

Why would FSU threaten students with up to a year in 
jail, a $1,000 fine and possible expulsion for a simple 




Another SHAC Victory 

In February and March, Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty (SHAC) targeted Focal, the company that con- 
tracted the phone lines for Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS), and forced Focal to drop its contract. Focal re- 
ceived 15,000 email messages, executives' homes were 
painted and protested, offices were disrupted, and Focal's 
Chicago office reportedly received a bomb threat. 

Thirty-five suppliers have pulled out of HLS so far this 
year. SHAC is currently targeting Bunzl Catering Sup- 
plies, which supplies HLS's vending machines. 

Chuk'shon EF! Shuts Down Game and Fish 

On May 20, Chuk'shon EF! closed the Tucson office of 
the Arizona Department of Game and Fish due to 
mismanagement of local wildlife. One activist, dressed 
as a mountain lion, handcuffed himself to the office 
doors with fake cuffs while others rallied nearby dressed 
in masks and camouflage. He was arrested and released 
later that day. 


The demonstration was sparked by the May 16 shoot- 
ing of a mountain lion on Mt. Lemmon near Tucson, the 
latest example of Game and Fish's single-minded and 
deadly wildlife policy. Game and Fish also admitted to 
secretly killing another lion in early April. 

In late March, after Game and Fish declared its Sabino 
Canyon mountain lion hunt "over," it baited a trap and 
caught a young lioness, which it relocated to a caged 
rehabilitation facility in Scottsdale (See EF!J May-June 
2004). Chuk'shon EF! is demanding the resignation of 
those responsible for the assault on local mountain 
lions, the release of the captive lioness and a wildlife 
policy based on sound ecological principles. 

Battering Ram Ends Office Occupation 

On March 23, a demonstration and office occupation 
in New Brunswick, Canada, was brought to halt when 
police broke through an office wall with a battering ram. 
Activists occupied Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin's 
Montreal office overnight in protest of the construction 
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protest? Why would a liberal arts school be interested in a 
"working relationship" with the district attorney? The 
primary reasons are monetary, but there is an ideological 
basis as well. 

The main function of free speech zones is to keep 
protesters out of publicity photos and away from tourists 
and alumni donors. 

Furthermore, the FSU 
students were protest- 
ing the school's profit- 
able agreements with 
companies that use 
sweatshop labor. 

The quiet shift in 
policy at Pomona Col- 
lege began after the 
Claremont Colleges (of 
which Pomona is a part) 
experienced three build- 
ing takeovers by student 
activists in the course of 
two years. Clearly, 

Pomona College wants 
a good relationship with 
the prosecutor in case 
police are used to "settle" 
future protests. 


licenses on a third of the department's discoveries — can 
lead schools to emphasize research over education and 
to react with hostility toward any force that might 
interfere with these big-money deals. 

More fundamentally, colleges are even beginning to view 
themselves through the lens of the corporate model. When 

asked in 2001 why he 
endorsed the construc- 
tion of a biotechnology 
school in spite of wide- 
spread student protest, 
former Pomona College 
President Peter Stanley 
answered, "My job isn't 
to represent the stu- 
dents. My job is to rep- 
resent the trustees." 
Stanley explained that 
he was like a chief ex- 
ecutive officer (CEO), 
and the trustees were 
his board of directors. 
This was shortly before 
the Claremont Colleges 
changed the title of 
their senior vice presi- 
dent to CEO. 


Increasingly, colleges are entering into financial agree- 
ments with corporations, which inevitably influence 
their policies. Agreements like University of California- 
Berkeley's deal with biotechnology giant Novartis — in 
which the corporation paid $25 million to the microbial 
biology department in exchange for unprecedented in- 
put into research priorities and a right to negotiate 


Brenda Barham Hill, CEO of the Claremont University Consortium, 
leads suits and cops to break up a student protest in March 2001 

A focus on the college as a fundraising engine leads to a 
skewed perspective in which students are not even re- 
garded as the school’s "customers": They are the product 
that the college generates (along with research) in order to 
coax more money from alumni and other donors. Under 
this new model, the role of the student or even the faculty 

continued on next page 


of Bennett Environmental's new incinerator, which is 
slated to burn contaminated soil from the US. Police 
arrested seven demonstrators early that morning follow- 
ing six hours of negotiations; they were charged with 
mischief and released. 

Citizens of New Brunswick and Quebec have been 
voicing concerns for months about the dangerous toxins 
that the facility will release into the environment. 

According to Dr. Neil Carman, a former incinerator 
inspector for the state of Texas, "In licensing these 
incineration operations, the government is creating zones 
of sacrifice. When I say 'sacrifice zones' I'm not just 
talking about people getting sick. I've seen them die. The 
schools near incinerators had the highest absentee rates 
in the district. I've seen these children die of leukemia, 
brain cancer, and a host of other disorders." 

Sea Shepherd v. Angry Fishermen 

On May 28, fishermen rioted at the headquarters of the 
Galapagos National Park, located on Santa Cruz Island 
off of Ecuador. The fishermen were angry that the Ecua- 
dorian government had limited the harvest of sea cu- 
cumbers to four million, although scientists had advised 
that no cucumbers be harvested due to their diminishing 
population. In retaliation, the fishermen threatened to 


kidnap or kill Lonesome George, the last surviving 
member of a subspecies of the giant land tortoise. 

The crew of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 
ship, the Farley Mowat, joined park rangers and the 
Ecuadorian military in defending Lonesome George and 
the national park offices. 

On June 3, nearly 100 fishermen armed with clubs, 
lead pipes and molotov cocktails took control of the 
offices. Governor Alexandra Cedenio did not take any 
action to stop the fishermen. 

The next day, residents of Santa Cruz marched to the 
park offices and held a counter protest in defense of the 
local ecosystem. 

On June 5, six Sea Shepherd crew members were taken 
captive by the fishermen on Isabela Island; they were 
released that night following a day of negotiations. 

The striking fishermen left the park on the morning of 
June 7, when the Ecuadorian Minister of the Environ- 
ment agreed to meet with them. 

Captain Paul Watson said, "The minister of the Envi- 
ronment, Fabian Valdivieso, rolled over like a bloated 
carcass and gave into the fishermen's outlandish de- 
mands ... the last of the sea cucumber sanctuaries are 
opened to unrestricted desecration and the already in- 
flated quotas are discarded." 
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continued from previous page 
member is clear — and if they step outside of it, they need 
to be hammered back in. 

You Are Being Watched 

When colleges see students and faculty as subjects to be 
controlled, they are uniquely equipped to achieve this goal. 
All email messages originating from a college address are 
routed through a central server. Colleges can access the 
records of websites visited from school computers. Campus 
telephones are often centralized, allowing an operator to 
listen in. "Security cameras" are everywhere, recording 
every move that students and faculty make. Most colleges 
now require students to swipe a personal identification card 
or otherwise identify themselves electronically to enter 
buildings, eat meals or use computers. 

Even when a school chooses not to act on the informa- 
tion it has collected, it is usually all-too-willing to turn 
that information over to law enforcement agencies, as 
seen most recently at Caltech. According to a survey by 
the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers, more than 200 colleges and univer- 
sities provided student information to the FBI and other 
law enforcement agencies in the first few weeks following 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Under the USA 
PATRIOT Act, however, these schools are not required to 
disclose what information has been provided to authori- 
ties — in some cases, the school is even barred from reveal- 
ing that a request for information was made. 

Since September 2001, the FBI has begun inducting 
campus security officers into its Joint Terrorism Task 
Forces to facilitate spying on students and faculty. This 
led to a controversial case in November 2002, where the 
FBI questioned a University of Massachusetts-Amherst 
professor after receiving an anonymous tip that he held 
"un-American" views. 

In February, a federal 
grand jury demanded 
that Drake University 
in Des Moines, Iowa, 
turn over its records 
about a meeting held 
by antiwar activists, as 
well as all records relat- 
ing to the school's 
chapter of the National 
Lawyers Guild. Because 
of the publicity sur- 
rounding that particu- 
lar case, the subpoenas were eventually dropped. 

Smashing the Police State 

Activists who are part of a college community need to do 
more than practice commonsense security — they need to 
challenge all manifestations of police and surveillance 
culture. First and foremost, students and faculty should 
demand to see all records that have been turned over to 
police and federal agencies, and they should oppose any 
cooperation with law enforcement. Make no mistake: It 
may be a drug dealer getting handed over to the feds this 
time, but soon enough it will be an activist. 



The Claremont Colleges use riot cops instead of words, March 2001 


A college's vulnerability to public shame is a weakness 
that should not be overlooked. Colleges still depend on 
donations for the bulk of their income, 
making them especially susceptible to cer- 
tain types of pressure. Never underestimate 
the power of a simple press release — or, in 
the event of arrests, a jury trial — to send a 
college running for cover. Negative public- 
ity is even more effective when it gets out to 
alumni and other donors. And don't forget 
the more personal methods of shaming: 
Individual administrators are the ones who 
make the decisions, and maybe the mes- 
sage should be taken home to them and 
their neighbors. 

In truly serious cases, different tactics 
may be called for. If a college has already turned an activist 
over to the feds, for example, the most appropriate re- 
sponse might be immediate, large-scale retaliation. 

Don't be lulled into thinking that a college is a secondary 
or tangential target. Once an institution has allied itself 
with corporate or government forces — especially if it takes 
money from or does research for those same forces — it has 
joined the ranks of the enemy. All ethical tactics are 
justifiable against such a target. 

Caltech (and your school) is waiting. 

Lenny figures that if you stay in school for too long like he did, 
then you better give 'em hell while you're there. 


Activists who are part of a 
college community need to 
challenge all manifestations 
of police and surveillance 
culture. 
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Highgrading large, fire resistant trees. Where are the smaller, fire 
prone trees? Still out there amidst the logging slash from the big trees. 

This work is a compilation of articles about some 
of the threats to our beloved and majestic North- 
ern Rockies. This project was facilitated by Wild 
Rockies Earth First! volunteers, but the articles 
and work are being done by many, many others. 
We are blessed in this region to have so many dedi- 
cated activists working to preserve our wild ar- 
eas. WREF! works to protect the wild northern 
Rockies, though we are currently crippled, as a 
dozen of us are on probation and restricted from 
the national forests and protesting, due to a great 
Summer of active forest defense of the Bitterroot 
National Forest in 2002. But we are really just 
gathering strength so that we can fight even harder 
when we are released from the grip of Big Brother. 
Thanks for reading, see you soon! 

Contents: 

Intro and Fire 1 

Bitterroot Salvage Scam 2 

Rocky Mountain Front 4 

Rocky Mountain Lab 5 

Beaverhead-Deerlodge 6 

Briefs 7 

Shameless plea for money 8 
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BITTERROOT BAR SALVAGE LOGGING PROJECT UPDATE 

by Larry Campbell 


February 2004 marked the second anniversary of 
the Bitterroot National Forest (BNF) Burned Area 
Recovery [sic] (BAR) Settlement, where conserva- 



A silt fence fails on Rye Creek haul road during the restoration halt 


tion groups, the Forest Service and timber industry 
representatives reached a court-sanctioned agree- 
ment on a deal including logging and restoration. 

Recall the rhetoric coming from the Forest Ser- 
vice prior to the Settlement: FS Chief Dale Bosworth 
said, The most important thing to me is getting on 
with the restoration work. The idea of the whole 
project was fire restoration ( Missoulian , 1/9/01). 
Finally, Chief Bosworth, claiming the need to has- 
ten restoration, asked Undersecretary for Natural 
Resources and the Environment Mark Rey to sign 
the Decision and circumvent the legally required 
appeal process saying, It s imperative that we move 
forward with the project to help restore the land and 
prevent further environmental degradation (New 
York Times, 12/9/01). Federal District Court declared 
that this maneuver to bypass appeals was illegal and 
then ordered negotiations. Undersecretary Rey and 
Chief Bosworth were told and then reminded by the 
District Court to be present. They were apparently 
begrudgingly there at negotiations over two long 
days with environmentalists in the Federal Court- 
house in Missoula and they are parties to the court 
sanctioned BAR Settlement. 


As you may remember, within a year after the 
widely publicized Settlement agreement, the Rey/ 
Bosworth-led Forest Service took away $18 mil- 
lion that the BNF had in hand and allocated to 
restoration promises made in the BAR Settlement. 
This restoration money $18 million would 
have gone to local machinery operators. It would 
have been a win/win for ecological and economic 
health in the Bitterroot. Now BNF officials say 
that money is not coming back. Even with the 
enormous amount of restoration money gone, 
BNF Forest Supervisor Dave Bull says, W e are 
not behind in our restoration work. We might even 
be a little ahead ( Missoulian , 6/6/03). He also 
claims that the promised restoration work is still 
on track ( Ravalli Republic 4/9/03). Despite all 
the rhetoric from the FS about the primary im- 
portance of the restoration component of BAR, 
only 17 percent of promised restoration has been 
accomplished while over 60 percent of logging is 
completed. In our view, the situation is like the 



A common sight after the BAR timber sale: large stumps and slash 
beneath smaller fire prone trees, tinder below the kindling 
and no more big trees to pay for rehab. 


locomotive displayed as a monument at Circle 
Square in Missoula it s on track, maybe, but not 
going anywhere. The BAR project is a monument 
to an alarming lack of accountability at all levels 
of the Forest Service. 


photos by Phil Knight. 



Even restoration work specifically required by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service in their BAR Biologi- 
cal Opinion has not been completed. The Biological 
Opinion states, 

[T]he Forest must comply with the following 
terms and conditions. These terms and conditions 
are non-discretionary. The following terms and con- 
ditions shall be implemented: 

4. Prior to commercial use, the Forest shall up- 
grade those portions of principal Forest roads that 
will be used during salvage timber harvest and fuel 
management treatments. Principal Forest roads in- 
clude, but are not limited to Forest Roads 75 [Rye 
Creek Rd], 321 [N Fork Rye Rd], 370 and 725. 

5. To ensure connectivity, the Forest shall replace 
those [20] culverts identified as Priority One prior 
to September 2003. 

As of March 2004, two of the four roads specifically 
listed have not had BMP upgrades completed and 13 
of the 20 specified culverts have not been replaced. 

These are not mere technicalities. These conditions 
were required in order to prevent avoidable damage 


to fragile watersheds and fisheries caused by log 
hauling on substandard roads. Most of the timber 
hauled off the BAR logging projects has been hauled 
down two roads North Fork R ye and Rye Creek 
roads that have yet to have required BMP upgrades 
completed. Much avoidable damage has been done 
to these two mangled streams that were already listed 
by Montana as impaired and unable to provide for 
beneficial uses. And avoidable damage is still going 
on. Promises don t keep siltation out of the streams 
or reconnect fisheries, especially broken ones. Clos- 
ing the bam door after the horse is gone never makes 
horse sense. 

The people in charge of the Forest Service, 
Undersecretary Rey and Chief Bosworth, pulled 
a blatant bait and switch game with funds and 
actively prevented their FS from delivering on 
their court-sanctioned promises. The net result 
of failing to provide the promised timely resto- 
ration is significant and avoidable erosion of 
watershed health and massive erosion of trust in 
the Forest Service. 


The previous article refers to timber sales that 
were being logged in the Summer of 2000. Wild 
Rockies Earth First! was active throughout the 
public processes 
that preceded these 
sales, and was ac- 
tive in protesting 
the sales as they 
occurred. 

WREF! staged 
two treesits in the 
forest, blockaded 
the Forest Service 
office, held a 
treesit at the Forest 
Service Region 
One Headquarters, 
hung a banner from a logging truck off a bridge 
as it passed through Missoula, and consistently 
monitored the sales and documented the tim- 
ber sale violations. As a result of that Summer s 


actions, a dozen activists were put on proba- 
tion and prohibited from accessing the Bitter- 
root National Forest. 

In the meantime, 
Bob Walker Log- 
ging (the local log- 
ging company, 
which sent its logs 
to Louisiana Pa- 
cific) came away 
with a personal 
profit of millions 
of dollars, and Bob 
happily drives his 
new Hummer all 
around Darby. 
These sales were 
promoted as stewardship contracts and restora- 
tion. As you can see, the only thing that got re- 
stored was the marriage between the logging 
industry and the Forest Service. 



A TV trail at Tendoy Lake 


Protecting the Rocky 
Mountain Front 


by Native Forest Network 

Formed where the Great Plains roll out of the east 
and crash into the high limestone cliffs of the Rocky 
Mountains, Montana s Rocky Mountain Front is one of 
our nation s most powerful and evocative unprotected 
wildlands. Stretching for 100 miles from Rogers Pass to 
Glacier National Park, the Front is primarily on the Lewis 
and Clark National Forest, with significant tracts on pri- 
vate and state lands, and lands that are sacred to the 
Blackfoot Nation. The Front forms the eastern edge of 
the Glacier-Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex and har- 
bors the richest diversity of large mammals left in the 
United States. It is home to the largest herds of bighorn 
sheep in the lower 48 states, the second largest elk herd 
in the lower 48 states, lynx, cougar, wolf, coyote, fox, 
mountain goat, pronghorn antelope, deer, eagle, falcon, 
black bear and a suite of mesocamivores including wol- 
verine, marten and fisher. The Front is the only place in 
the United States where the grizzly bear still roams and 
hunts on the Great Plains. 

Organized resistance to development on the Front and 
the Bob Marshall wildlands by hunters, ranchers, conser- 
vationists, local government, and state and federal officials 
has been paramount in establishing the protected areas al- 
ready in place. The Front has inspired local action to pro- 


Wha* You Can bo 

¥ Write to your Senators and Representatives urging 
them to support wilderness designation of the Rocky 
Mountain Front. 

¥ Wite the Bureau of Land Management and ask 
them not to allow any drilling on the Front. Write to: 
Lynn Ricci, Blackleaf Project EIS Team 
Lead, BLM, Lewistown Field Office 
P.O. Box 1160 
Lewistown, Montana 59457 
(406) 538-1922. 

¥ Join Frontlines, a new group dedicated to protect- 
ing the Front through direct action if it becomes 
necessary. Contact frontlines@ecoethics.info. 

If you would like more information on the campaign 
to protect the Rocky Mountain Front, contact: 
Native Forest Network 
P.O. Box 8251 
Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 542-7343 
cameron@wildrockies.org 
www.nativeforest.org/rmf. 



North Fork Rye Road caving into North Fork Rye Creek. This major 
haul route was required by USFWS to have BMP upgrades done 
before hauling. After a tremendous amount of hauling, it still 


has not received BMP upgrades. 

tect this wild land, beginning in 1913 with the establish- 
ment of the Sun River Game Preserve and continuing since 
with dozens of wilderness additions, legal protections, and 
the establishment of several state and private wildlife pre- 
serves. In 1 997, a moratorium was placed on all oil and gas 
exploration on the Front for the next 10-15 years. 0 

Despite this rich history of preservation and protec- 
tion, and the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks finding that the Front comprises the top one per- 
cent of wildlife habitat in the nation, pressure is mount- 
ing to develop the over 50 oil and gas leases that were 
grandfathered in under the moratorium. Plans to conduct 
an environmental impact statement on drilling of the 
Blackleaf area of the Front for natural gas for the nation 
may exist if it is recoverable at all. No more than one 
month worth of oil and four months of gas may exist on 
the entire Front, with most of the oil being uneconomi- 
cal to recover. 

Without permanent protection of ALL of the Front as 
wilderness, this land and what it represents will be forever 
threatened with development and the onslaught of motor- 
ized recreation. And one day we may lose the battle. We 
need to push for wilderness designation of the Front now. 
We urge you to help us protect the last stronghold of the 
prairie grizzly, the herds of wildlife that live on the Front, 
and the wild spirit of the Crown of the Continent. 




the Bitterroot Valley in western 
of the Rocky Mountain Lab since the early 1 900s when the lab was 
tver. Since then, the Lab has expanded its area of expertise to many 
Institute of Health recently nominated the Lab as the candidate 
upgrade to a Biosafety Level 4 Facility. This means that the Lab will be studying the world s 
such as ebola diseases which have no cur e. Needless to say, the public is up in arms over 
m the government itself stated that the Bitterroot was chosen due to its remote location. It 
hat if an accident occurred, the one major highway could be easily blocked on the north and 
leaving the valleys 30,000 residents to die. The Lab is also ridiculously located in the 
neighborhood in the small town of Hamilton. Citizens have been overflowing the public 
demanding more accountability, but the government cronies continue to push this project 
r the public backlash. 






War on Bloterrorfato 
Coitoes to tfre Bitterroot 


by Jim Miller 

Any risk, no matter how small, of an epidemic of 
an incurable, fatal disease should never be dismissed 
as negligible. Yet this is the conclusion drawn by 
National Institutes of Health in the Supplemental En- 
vironmental Impact Statement for the proposed BL- 
4 bioterrorism lab. The point is, however, that the 
risk is not zero. Given the enormous consequences 
of an unchecked release or spread of a fatal 
bioterrorist agent in a community, it is a risk that 
deserves to be treated seriously. 

This is where the NIH s supplemental study falls 
short. The fact is, despite the multi-million-dollar 
state-of-the-art engineering and design going into 
the lab, accidents will still happen. At the moment 
when an ebola-infected monkey bites a lab worker 
and draws blood, it is only the ability of our com- 
munity to adequately respond that will prevent a 
community outbreak. Concerned citizens have long 
been asking NIH these questions: If the worst case 
does happen are we ready to handle it? Do we 
currently have the medical expertise, the isolation 
protocols and equipment, the specialized emergency 
training that would be needed? If we do need to 
bolster our resources, what are the priorities, how 
much will they cost and who will pay for them? 

The information we received from a Freedom of 
Information Act request shows a history of less-than- 


perfect compliance with safety regulations by the 
Rocky Mountain Lab staff. Repeated fire safety fail- 
ures and some instances of disabling safety equip- 
ment have occurred in the last few years according 
to the NIH. Part of a safe operation is a set of safety 
procedures that the staff must follow and a mecha- 
nism to insure that they are being followed. The EIS 
continues to be silent on improvements in the train- 
ing and enforcement of safety rules at RML. 

These questions have thus far been ignored by the 
NIH, as have many other questions. Despite mul- 
tiple requests from the public to review an emer- 
gency plan for the proposed lab, the NIH has simply 
responded that the plan is still in development. 
Yet an adequate emergency plan is essential to miti- 
gating the risks the lab will pose to the community. 
Mitigating risk is exactly what an EIS is supposed 
to do. The public deserves to know, in detail, how 
we will be prepared. The emergency plan must be 
completed and included in the EIS before this project 
goes any further. 

Last summer, Friends of the Bitterroot requested 
further information under the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act, in an attempt to answer important ques- 
tions that were not being addressed by the NIH, but 
never received the information, as required by law. 
On March 3, 2004, Friends of the Bitterroot filed 
suit in US District Court, against the NIH, for viola- 
tions of the Freedom of Information Act. 


BeuA/erhecuh-Veerlod^lloaydle^ Lanxly 
Han^ tyn/ they Balance' 



Tendoy Lake: This shows how the Tendoy Lake trail in the East Pioneer 


Mountains has become a rutted ATV road, including next to the lake outlet. 

by Native Forest Network 

Since the Beaverhead and Deerlodge National For- 
ests in Montana were combined several years ago, they 
comprise the largest national forest in the Lower 48, 
and one of the wildest, with approximately 1,871,830 
acres of unprotected roadless land. Sprawling across 
southwest Montana, the B-D encompasses all or part of 
some amazing mountain ranges such as the Pioneers, 
Beaverhead, Madison and Gravelly ranges. The Conti- 
nental Divide stretches along much of its western and 
southern margins and all native wildlife species are 
present to some extent, including grizzly bears, wolves, 
bison, elk, cougars, mountain goats, wolverines, mar- 
tens, fishers, lynx, Yellowstone cutthroat, westslope cut- 
throat and bull trout, grayling, peregrine falcons, bald 
eagles, and boreal owls. The B-D provides the most cru- 
cial connecting corridors between the Wild Rockies 
three great ecosystems (Glacier/Bob Marshall, Salmon- 
Selway, and Yellowstone). 

The B-D is revising its forest plans, and its opening 
salvo was greeted with groans from regional conserva- 
tionists. The initial proposal may be even worse than 
existing forest plans in the extent of motorized recre- 
ation it allows. In southwest Montana and much of the 
west, motorized wreckreation has boiled up to become 
the number one threat to the integrity of our wild public 


lands. Of the 91 landscape areas delineated in the pro- 
posed B-D plan, 8 1 would be open to motorized use. 

Only the proposed wilderness areas in the West Big 
Hole, Pioneer Mountains and Mount Jefferson in the Cen- 
tennial Range would be closed to motorized recreation, 
and the configuration of the proposed wilderness in the 
West Big Hole has been changed to accommodate a snow- 
mobile corridor through the middle of the area. 

In the Beaverhead Forest Plan, then-Regional For- 
ester Overbay promised to maintain the wilderness 
characteristics of proposed wilderness in the East Pio- 
neers, Italian Peaks, Hellroaring Creek, Storm Lake 
and the West Big Hole. His recommended manage- 
ment direction for these areas was for semi-primitive, 
nonmotorized recreation. Use of motor vehicles in 
these proposed wilderness areas was to require ap- 
proval of the Regional Forester (Beaverhead Forest 
Plan, pages III-26 -29). Yet motor vehicle use has be- 
come common in the West Big Hole, Storm Lake, 
Hellroaring Creek and the East Pioneers. 

According to the Deerlodge Forest Plan, over 1 50,000 
acres were to be managed to provide semi-primitive, 
non-motorized recreation (A-4) areas. Five years and 
three supervisors since announcing a closure to all 
wheeled vehicles, the Pintler District continues to al- 
low ATVs to drive through A-4 nonmotorized areas 
within the Sapphires Wilderness Study Area and Stony 
Mountain roadless area. Nearly every A-4 nonmotorized 
area in the current Deerlodge Plan is to be eliminated 
under the proposed plan, including the Flints, Stony 
Mountain, Sapphires WSA, Tobacco Roots and Cotton- 
wood Lake-Thunderbolt Mountain. 

Those who love the Beaverhead and Deerlodge Na- 
tional Forests are asking the Forest Service to start over 
on their plan revision, beginning with the basic assump- 
tion that all roadless wildlands in both forests will be 
protected as nonmotorized roadless and that there will 
be no new roads in either forest for the life of the plan. 

Of course, management plans mean nothing with- 
out adequate monitoring. According to Southwest 
Montana Wildlands Alliance, to date, the B-D have 
failed to adequately monitor winter range conditions, 
threatened and endangered species, snags and wild- 
life habitat, elk habitat effectiveness, ATV/ORV abuse, 



sediment production and water health, riparian zones, 
old-growth-dependent species and best management 
practices. Conservationists question how we can pro- 
ceed in good faith with new 
forest plans without concomi- 
tant monitoring. 

What You Can Do: 

Contact Supervisor Tom 
Reilly. Tell him what these for- 
ests roadless wildlands mean to 
you and ask him what he is do- 
ing to protect them. Mention 
specific areas that you may 
know and love. Ask that your 
comments be made part of the 
official forest planning record. 

Ask that he start over with the 
B-D plan revision and that 
roadless lands and wildlife and 
nonmotorized recreationists be 
given more consideration. Re- 
quest that he keep you notified 
concerning all future forest 
planning in the Beaverhead- 
Deerlodge National Forests. 

Ask that the standard for 
managing motorized use be closed unless posted as 
open. This makes for a clear delineation, and elimi- 
nates the problem of motorized users destroying clo- 


sure signs. Supervisor Reilly recently expressed open- 
ness to this idea. 

Ask Supervisor Reilly to also adopt a Management 
Area standard similar to the fol- 
lowing, delineated in the Lolo 
Forest Plan: 

MA11 Roadless Non- 
motorized Backcountry 
There is no motorized access 
permitted in this Management 
Area except for development 
of mineral resources. 

MA 12 Forest Plan Recom- 
mended Wilderness Motor - 
ized access is not permitted 
except as provided for under 
the Wilderness Act. 

Also request the Supervisor 
provide law enforcement nec- 
essary to stop motorized vehicle 
passengers who vandalize pub- 
lic wildlands by making their 
own roads. Arrest and pros- 
ecute vandals. Confiscate un- 
licensed vehicles. 

Write to: 

Thomas K. Reilly, Supervisor, Beaverhead-Deerlodge 
National Forests, 420 Barrett Street Dillon, MT 59725- 
3572, Ph: 406-683-3900, email treilly@fs.fed.us. 



Toney Peak: This photo is of 1 1,000-foot Toney Peak 
in the East Pioneer Mountains. 


: BITTEKKOOT BRIEFS 


LYNX AMENDMENT 

In its new EIS, the US Forest Service has decided to 
ignore the recommendations of a team of biologists 
and drop important lynx protections in an amendment 
to the Northern Rockies forest plans. Although the point 
of the amendment and study was to benefit and pro- 
tect the lynx, the USFS s preferred alternative is the 
path of most logging and snowmobiling, and practically 
no lynx protection. 

LOLOI BITTERROOT! FLATHEAD REVISIONS 

The public was invited to comment this past year on 
new revisions to the National Forest plans for the Lolo, 
Bitterroot, and Flathead National Forests. These plans 
guide management for the next 10-15 years. Citizens 
are pushing for protection of Bull Trout key watersheds 
and critical habitat, habitat linkage corridors, major res- 
toration areas, water quality, and wilderness additions 
such as the Great Burn, Sapphires, Quigg Peak, Stony 


Mountain, and new additions to the Bob Marshall and 
Selway-Bitterroot. 

WOLVES 

Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming rancher-backed govern- 
ments are hard at work delisting wolves in their states. 
Montana and Idaho plans include wolf hunting, and 
Wyoming s plan is kill-at-will. Wolves are currently be- 
ing killed at will anyway by disgruntled ranchers that 
dislike the fact that the native wolves occasionally prey 
on their invasive slow elk. 

ROCK CREEK MINE 

The proposed ASARCO mine that would rip out the 
bowels of the earth under the Cabinet-Mountain wilder- 
ness, upstream from Lake Pend Oreille, found an unlikely 
enemy this spring, when Tiffany & Co. sent an open letter 
(by way of full page ad in The Washington Post) to FS 
Chief Dale Bosworth calling for the area s protection. 



Taking a Stand for the Treesitters 


by Rebecca 

I n> case you/ missed the last Ef! 

Journal issue, twoWildKockley 
Earth F irstlery ( myself included) 
are/ bringing a/ lawsuit against 
the/ law enforcement officials 
that used torture/ tactics against 
ay during/ our treeyit inthesum- 
vnerof2002. They used dehydra- 
tion/ and/ starvation to- make/ ay 
abandon our protect of illegal 
logging/ in the/ 'Bitterroot Na- 
tional forest in Montana. 

These men/ cordoned off the/ 
area, climbed our trees and/ cat 
out our food and water, thenae- 
tively denied/ community mem- 
ber y who- tried/ to- bring/ ay water 
and/ food/. They letup highpower 
Spotlighty at night for deep dep- 
rivation and/ psychological tor- 
ture/, and/ kept a four -person team of that treesittery cannot be/ legally tor- 
copy there 2M- hoary a day to- monitor turedA! We/need/your money! Oar law- 
oar slow march/ to- death. yer iy trying- to- work/ for free, but there 

Vue to- our ingenuity, Joed and/ I are inevitable coyty, and/ it would/ be 
were able to catch rainwater and/ stay nice if we could/ pay him ay much ay 
marginally hydrated/for a while, but possible to ensure a stronger case! ! 
eventually he descended/ after waver- 
ing in and/ out of conscioayneyy, and/ 

I stayed/ catatonically until/, on day 
14 after the first big rain, they cut me 
out with a cherry picker. Thly whole 
episode way flagrantly illegal/. 

Prisoneryhavethe rights to food/ and 
water and we were only detainees!! 

Please Join with uy to set a precedent 




Please send donations to: 

TREE SITTER LEGAL DEFENSE FUND 
payable to the Ecology Center 
PO Box 7681 
Missoula, MT 59807 
Thank You!! 



We Don’t Need It, We Don’t Want It ... 

African Nations Reject GM Food Aid \ \ 


by Pippi the Rat 


Colin Powell has called on the Pope himself to denounce 
the leaders of African nations who are rejecting genetically 
modified (GM) food aid offered by the US. In March, 
Angola joined Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique and Zimba- 
bwe, all of which require 
GM grains to be milled 
before accepting them 
as aid. 

In 2002, Zambia im- 
posed an outright ban on 
the acceptance of any GM 
food; a predicted famine 
failed to materialize and 
now Zambia exports non- 
GM food to its neighbors. 

In May 2003, the govern- 
ment of Sudan declared 
that it would not import 
GM grains, but it has 
granted waivers until 
January 2005 under dip- 
lomatic pressure from 
the US. 

Much of this debate is 
driven by food that can 
also be used as seed, pri- 
marily corn. Farmers who 
are given corn for food 
frequently plant some of 
the grain. In Mexico, 
which bans the import of 
GM seeds, massive im- 
ports of GM corn (which 
flooded the market after 
the passage of the North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement) have resulted 
in the contamination of even backyard plots of heirloom corn. 

African leaders who require milling before acceptance of 
GM food are trying to guarantee that this kind of contami- 
nation will not take place in their countries. Elizabeth 
Matos, chairperson of the National Plant Genetic Re- 
sources Center in Luanda, Angola, explains her country's 
insistence on milling GM corn: "We [hold] in our gene 
bank almost 800 different types of maize ... and we don't 
want this material crossed with GM." 

The US provides half of the food aid delivered by the 
World Food Program (WFP), and this export pipeline has 
provided a guaranteed market for many farmers in the US. 
About 40 percent of corn and 80 percent of all soy planted 
in the US is GM. Most food available for export worldwide 
is GM-free; only food aid originating on US farms contains 
GM seeds and grains. 


The WFP, responsible for distributing the vast majority 
of food aid to Africa, responded to Angola’s recent decla- 
ration by saying that the country will face a significant 
decrease in food aid if it insists on milling. Sixty non- 
governmental organizations from 
1 5 different African countries have 
written an open letter to the WFP, 
asking it to "desist from present- 
ing governments with a no-choice 
scenario" and to "guarantee the 
right of countries to reject or im- 
pose restrictions of GM food. " The 
letter also said that the WFP must 
acknowledge the August 2003 rec- 
ommendations of the Advisory 
Committee on Biotechnology and 
Biosafety of the Southern African 
Development Community that its 
member states mill all GM grain 
before distributing it. 

The US Ambassador to the UN 
Agencies for Food and Agricul- 
ture has suggested that the Afri- 
can leaders who reject GM food 
aid should be tried "for the high- 
est crimes against humanity in 
the highest courts of the world." 
Articles in mainstream publica- 
tions downplay the potential risks 
posed by GM crops and food. 
Instead, the articles stress the star- 
vation sweeping Africa and the 
possible economic repercussions 
from loss of trade with the EU. A 
July 2002 opinion piece by Dr. 
Luke Mumba, in The Post, an in- 
dependent Zambian newspaper, 
echoes the beliefs of many: "Unlike Europe, Africa can- 
not afford the luxury of engaging into debate." 

But African nations have been engaging in debate for 
years now. Back in 1998, at a meeting of the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization, all African nations except South 
Africa declared, "We strongly object that the image of the 
poor and hungry from our countries is being used by giant, 
multi-national corporations to push a technology that is 
neither safe, environmentally friendly, nor economically 
beneficial to us." 

Many African nations are holding firm to their right to 
determine what enters their countries. The issue of wide- 
spread famine in Africa may be similar to the issue of 
starvation all over the world. Raymond Bokor, a scientist 
from Ghana, points out, "There is plenty of food in Africa. 
The problem is distribution." 
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Venezuela Outlaws Transgenic Crops 


by Jason Tockman 

In mid-April, Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez Frias 
announced that the cultivation of genetically modified (GM) 
crops will be prohibited on Venezuelan soil, potentially 
establishing the most sweeping restrictions 
on GM crops in the Western Hemisphere. 

At a recent gathering of his international 
supporters in Caracas, Chavez condemned 
GM crops as being contrary to the interests 
of the nation's farmers. He then zeroed in on 
Monsanto's plans to cultivate up to 500,000 
acres of GM soybeans in Venezuela. 

"I ordered an end to the project," said 
Chavez, upon learning that GM crops were 
involved. "This project is terminated." 

Chavez emphasized food sovereignty and 
security — required by the Venezuelan Con- 
stitution — as the basis of his decision. He 
explained that instead of allowing Monsanto to grow GM 
crops, the fields will be used to plant yucca, an indigenous 
crop. He also announced the creation of a large seed bank 
facility to maintain indigenous seeds for peasants' move- 
ments around the world. 

When the international peasants' organization Via 
Campesina, representing more than 60 million farmworkers, 
learned of the contract with Monsanto, it brought its concerns 
about GM crops to the Chavez administration. According to 
Rafael Alegria, Via Campesina's secretary for international 
operations, both Monsanto and Cargill were seeking authori- 
zation to produce GM soy products in Venezuela. 


"The agreement was against the principles of food sover- 
eignty that guide the agricultural policy of Venezuela. 
[Chavez's decision] is a very important thing for the peas- 
ants and indigenous people of Latin America and the 
world," said Alegria. 

Venezuela has good reason to be con- 
cerned about its relationship with 
Monsanto. Within Venezuela, Monsanto 
manufactures the herbicide "glyphosate," 
which is used by the neighboring Colom- 
bian government as part of its Plan Colom- 
bia offensive against coca production and 
rebel groups. The Colombian government 
sprays hundreds of thousands of acres with 
the herbicide, destroying agricultural farms 
and natural areas like the Putumayo 
rainforest. It also poses a direct threat to 
human health, including that of indig- 
enous communities. 

"If we want to achieve food sovereignty, we cannot rely 
on transnationals like Monsanto, " said Maximilien Arvelaiz, 
an advisor to Chavez. "We need to strengthen local pro- 
duction, respecting our heritage and diversity." 

Alegria hopes that Venezuela's move will serve as en- 
couragement to other nations contemplating GM crops. 
"The people of the US, of Latin America, and of the world 
need to follow the example of a Venezuela free of 
transgenics," he said. 

For more information, contact Jason Tockman, 
tockman@riseup.net. 

Jason Tockman is a globalization activist in South America. 



Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez 


FBI Mistakes Anti-GE Art for Bioterrorism 


by Samantha 

On June 2, three artists were served subpoenas to 
appear before a federal grand jury in Buffalo, New York. 
The subpoenas are the latest installment in a bizarre 
investigation in which the FBI's Joint Terrorism Task 
Force (JTTF) has mistaken an art project for a biological 
weapons laboratory. 

On May 11, Steve Kurtz, an art professor at the Univer- 
sity of Buffalo, called 911 after his wife died from a heart 
attack. The police arrived and, after seeing the test tubes 
and petri dishes Kurtz was using for an anti-biotechnol- 
ogy art project, called in the JTTF. 

FBI agents cordoned off the block around Kurtz's house 
and impounded his computers, books, equipment and 
his wife's body for further analysis. Shortly thereafter, the 
New York Commissioner of Public Health tested samples 
from the house and announced that there was no public 
safety threat. Still, the FBI would not release the im- 
pounded materials. 

Kurtz, along with two of the subpoenaed artists — Beatriz 
da Costa and Steve Barnes — are members of the Critical Art 
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Ensemble (CAE), a collective that produces artwork to 
educate the public about biotechnology. The third artist, 
Paul Vanouse, is an art professor at the University at 
Buffalo who has worked with CAE in the past. 

The FBI is seeking charges against Kurtz under the Biologi- 
cal Weapons Anti-Terrorism Act of 1989, which was ex- 
panded under the 2001 USA PATRIOT Act to prohibit the 
possession of "any biological agent, toxin or delivery sys- 
tem" without the justification of "prophylactic, protective, 
bona fide research or other peaceful purpose." 

The equipment seized by the FBI consisted mainly of 
CAE's most recent project, a mobile DNA-extraction 
laboratory used to test store-bought food for possible 
contamination by genetically modified organisms. 

According to Carla Mendes, spokesperson for the CAE 
Defense Fund, "Today, there is no legal way to stop huge 
corporations from putting genetically altered material in 
our food. Yet owning the equipment required to test for 
the presence of 'Frankenfood' will get you accused of 
'terrorism.'" 

For more information, visit www.caedefensefund.org; 
www.critical-art.net. 


GE Golf Courses? 

’em Down! 

Scotts and Mon- 

by Bullroarer Took san to are currently 

Just when you thought Monsanto was on the run, bailing testing the GE grass 
on Frankenprojects right and left, the sneaky goblins are * n secret plots to pre- 
getting ready to trot out their latest monstrosity. In con- vent its destruction 
junction with the Scotts Company of Marysville, Ohio, by eco-defenders 
Monsanto has engineered a Roundup Ready version of a which sounds like a 
non-native grass species. The reason? Creeping bentgrass is challenge to me. 
a favorite of golf courses. . 

Creeping bentgrass, it seems, grows nice and even — Bioengineers ana _ 

making it "perfect" for rolling a ball straight across a golf Other Baddies < ~ tJcCVl / 

course fairway. But because other plants sometimes have Of the opposition ^ 

the audacity to grow on these ecocidal playgrounds, Scotts to genetic engineer- • GriUSSWWEi 

and Monsanto have engineered the grass to resist ing, Bob Harriman, . 

Monsanto's Roundup herbicide. This would allow the chief research scien- 

15,000 golf courses in the US to spray Monsanto-brand tist for Scotts, said, "We've been here since the 1970s. It 
poison at will, wiping out all those pesky "weeds." would be un-American to be scared away." Oh, really? 

The companies applied for commercial approval of The GE grass is being tested in an unmarked site on the 
Roundup Ready Creeping Bentgrass from the US Depart- edge of Gervais, Oregon. Four hundred acres of the stuff are 
ment of Agriculture in April 2003, and a ruling is expected also growing in Madras, a three-hour drive away. Addition- 
within a year. If given the green light for sale, it will be the ally, several experimental plots exist at the St. Louis Coun- 
first genetically engineered (GE) perennial to receive such try Club in Ladue, Missouri, overseen by superintendent 
approval. Because perennials do not die off yearly, it might Tim Burch and groundskeeper John Reidelberger. In all, 
be more difficult to stop them from spreading than annual roughly 30 test plots exist at golf courses around the 
plants like corn. Roundup Ready Creeping Bentgrass will country — go get 'em! 

also be the first purely recreational GE plant, without even Faith Belanger, of Rutgers University's Biotech Center, 
a pretend benefit to anyone but the rich. specializes in engineering turfgrass and oversaw early 

Beyond encouraging herbicide tolerance and irresponsible tests of the GE grass. According to Belanger, "Turfgrasses 
usage, GE grass poses certain distinct threats to the life around enhance the lives of most residents in the US. We 
it — threats so alarming that even the Bureau of Land Manage- appreciate turfgrasses for their utility in erosion control, 
ment (BLM) and the US Forest Service (USFS) have come out their function as surfaces for recreational sports, and 
against it. The BLM and USFS fear that GE bentgrass would their beauty in parks and home lawns." She can be 





spread onto public lands and 
then be uncontrollable. 
"Our budget is already 
strained trying to control 
invasive species, " said Gina 
Ramos, senior weed spe- 
cialist for the BLM. 

Scientists are also 
worried that the GE 
./» bentgrass could cross- 
breed with other grass 
A species, spreading 
rTV herbicide resis- 
* \ tance or other en- 

. gineered genes. 

| At least 13 native 

species of bent- 




contacted at (732) 932-8165 x304; (732) 932-6535 (fax); 
belanger@aesop.rutgers.edu. 

Unsurprisingly, the US Golf Association has endorsed 
the GE grass. In fact, the association provided the grant for 
the original research at Rutgers back in 1990. Its headquar- 
ters and museum can be found at the Golf House in Basking 
Ridge, New Jersey. Contact them at POB 708, Far Hills, NJ 
07931; (908) 234-2300; (908) 234-9687 (fax). 

Is anyone else sick of sprawling, water-sucking, chemi- 
cal-laden golf courses swallowing our beloved hills and 
woods? It's time to take action! I'm putting out a call to all 
hobbits, elves and other concerned peoples of Middle 
Earth: Target your nearest golf course! There are certainly 
enough reasons to do so. It's time to dole out some eco- 
justice to the rich goblins who are destroying our planet 
for sport. 

Bullroarer Took is an adventuresome hobbit who invented 


OBttAEvVG* grass are known to golfwhen he chopped off a goblin’s head and sent it flying down 

* crossbreed with the a hole. He's disgusted at what the big people have done with the 

*. f^s’sdSteWiS'NG-.’ creeping variety. game since then. 
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‘Armed wit fi Visions 

Clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


The Highway Has Teeth 

The highway has teeth. 

Its paved tongue swallows us all 
As we are digested by America. 

Metal fangs, rubber and rims. 

Rusted bolts, chrome iron boats, 

Sailing down rivers of concrete, hot tar, 
Poison burger salad bars, 

Motorcycles, trucks and cars, 

Exhausted by exhaust. 

Mesmerized, hypnotized by white lines 
Divided on both sides. 

We bump and glide through the 
Traffic of a rolling tide. 

Fuzzy bunny roadkill suicides. 

Pink guts, blood and fur 
Through the fog of a hazy blur. 

Signs fly by, metal teeth screaming 
Past my ears. 

Giant chunks of metal iron ripping 
Through the air. 

The highway has teeth. Beware. 

— Arrajj 04 



Three hours southeast of Reno NV and outside Hawthorne 
Lies the Gabbs Valley Range Wilderness Study Area 

Red and black — pebbles, rocks and boulders 

Scatter the landscape for miles 

They have been sitting in the same spot 

Where they landed millions of years ago 

Blown from the earth in a realm of volcanoes and magma 

They now sit quiet in the desert sun 

The vegetation sparse and not very varied 
What grows in this harsh land 
Is strong, resilient and almost fierce 
Sage, Mormon Tea, Pinyon Pine, Choke Cherry 
Tough, brittle, dry and many filled with thorns 
Patiently waiting for the next rain to fall 
It could be years 

No trees except sparse Juniper at high altitudes 
Your horizon is wide open for miles 
Rounded hills, sand filled gullies, high ridges 
That lead your eyes to snow covered mountain peaks 
What is so hard close up, softens with distance 
Into a maze of pastels that soothes the mind and soul 

10 people visited this place to hike, experience and see 

They call themselves hikers, environmentalists and activists 

I call them lovers, lovers of the desert and its beauty 

I call them chosen, for not many do what they do 

I call them special because all throughout the day 

They kept saying over and over and over 

Look at this — isn't this beautiful — I'm glad to be here 

Isn't this great — I love it here — I'm glad I came 

I spent a day with special people and special beauty 

Deep in the Nevada desert, and the beauty was beyond 

compare 

— Graham Stafford 


All rights reserved to the authors 
Send Poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 
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Due to Global Warming 


Right now, 


the ocean spills over the beaches of Tuvalu, 
rolls up the shore, eating the tiny 
atoll nation. As I stand here 


Extinction Blues 


Humanity strolls down 

path of least resistance 

Creeps thru night 

consuming oblivion 

While the species shops doomed 

we run out of room 

& the end comes 

Too soon? 

too late? 

who knows 

Who reads the tea leaves of fate? 
It's like we're skate- 
boarding down 
that slippery-slope 
called extinction. 

What a distinction; 
first species to 
rub themselves out. 


— Doggman 


The Car Nation 


In this terrain 

are the still smoking craters 
of ancient volcanoes 
but shaken 

by more modern explosions 
ghost dinosaurs exhaust-fume-writhe 
in a half-life after-death 
as we reshape the land 

for the convenience of cars. 

We are the car nation, 

we are the car nation — 

seashore, farmland, forest, desert; 

first world, second world, third world, 
fourth — 

all sucked dry to feed 
the vinyl vampire ape 

that rides on our backs in this hearse 
demanding its daily petroleum fix 
and an ever expanding carpet of pavement 
to make smooth its path. 

We are the car nation, 

we are the car nation — 


reciting poetry, the families 
who live on this island flee 
their ancestral home as the 
ocean swells. The boats float 
on the fattened ocean as the island 

sinks under the rising waves. 

No matter what your politics are 
this is really happening 


floating precariously 

on the gaudy neon-rainbow-surface 

of an oil slick. 

We are the car nation 

and we 

are a flower, too — 
are little wilted, 
synthetically dyed, 
and almost rootless 
but with a twisted beauty 
still. 


right now 

— Marc D. Goldfinger 


— Kirk Lumpkin 
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Celtic Hip Hop 

by John Connor 

UnAmerican, by Emcee Lynx, an 
independent release available at 
www.circlealpha.com. 

Conscious hip hop uses political, 
social, spiritual or other themes for 
analysis. Emcee Lynx's fourth album, 

UnAmerican, is conscious revolution- 
ary hip hop. The International Work- 
ers of the World had their little red 
book with songs based on the old Chris- 
tian hymns to inspire them; we have 
MCs like Lynx. 

A lot of time went into the produc- 
tion of UnAmerican. The production 
quality is great — it doesn't sound "ga- 
rage" at all. The lyrics are loaded with 
radical political content. 

You can listen to Czech, Polish, Turk- 
ish, German and Mexican hip hop on 
the Internet. However, UnAmerican is the first time I have 
heard hip hop with a Celtic twist. The song "I'm a Celt" is 
pioneering with its combination of hip hop and Celtic 
sounds, making creative use of a harp to underscore the 
political history of oppression of the Celtic people. 

"Dialects," the second track of UnAmerican, is subtle and 
powerful, establishing where the true racism lies in the 
very definition of what is "black." 

Lynx denounces MTV materialism in "Throw Your Hands 
Up" as he spits (sings into the microphone) about medita- 
tion and revolution. In many ways, this song serves to 
establish the intent of the album as a 
whole. He sings of genetically modi- 
fied crops, invasions, insurrections, cit- 
ies burning — and learning what it 
means to move with the madness. 

"I Gotta Letter" starts from the same 
jumping point that Public Enemy uses 
in "Black Steel in the Hour of Chaos." 

But then Lynx goes in a different direc- 
tion, singing about labor history to the 
sound of break beats: "Reading up on 
the New Deal, guess what I found?/ 

Roosevelt gave the bureaucrats a chance 
to get fat/ In return they gave him a 
peace contract/ A promise not to strike 
or use militant tactics/ Instead they 
depend on pointless theatrics." 

The lyrics in UnAmerican don't always get the mixing they 
deserve. The tempo is slow for some of the songs, and what 
could be electrifying is sometimes rendered simply intellec- 
tually interesting. There is also a lot of repetition of the same 
basic beat pattern. But this is a solid work. The album is 
better than 99 percent of what is being packaged and sold as 


hip hop, and it's radical. I have downloaded everything of 
Lynx's I could find after I read and listened to UnAmerican. 

His website is a big bonus, you can 
download most of Emcee Lynx's mu- 
sic for free — but you should buy the 
album. It's worth your time. 

"Fuck the WTO, IMF, and G8/ My 
People movin' by the millions, bil- 
lions of lives/ Are hanging by a thread, 
we've got to realize/ That this system 
ain't working, it's bringing extinc- 
tion/ unless you fight back your ass is 
dead where you're standin'." 

John Conner is an anarcho-DJ atKFAR 
90.9 FM. Listen atwww.kfar.org, Friday 
and Saturday nights from 8-10 p.m. 

The Best New Eco- 
Folk Musician Around 

by Storm Waters 

Off the Beaten Path and Bio-Diesel Van, CageFree 
Records, 2002. 

For those of you who have not heard of Melissa Crabtree 
or her music, let this be your wake-up call to some of the best 
eco-music around. 

Crabtree is one of the finest activist-singer-songwriters of 
our era, a true artist and revolutionary, and the music on 
these two releases is proof. As she travels around the country 
in a bio-diesel van, Crabtree regularly performs some great 
activist folk-rock while at the same time networking with 
other musicians, writers, activists and backcountry buffs. 

Spreading the word about alternative 
fuel, climate change, the sacredness of 
wilderness and wildlife, the tragedy of 
hate and war, along with the tempestu- 
ousness of love and rage, Crabtree's elo- 
quent lyrics and smooth guitar riffs burn 
themselves indelibly into the listener's 
psyche. With stunning vocal harmo- 
nies, each song will invariably leave you 
wanting to hear and understand more of 
the inspiration behind each poem. 

She is accompanied on these albums 
by the likes of Rachel Garlin, Jenny 
Bird, Alice DiMicele, Wally Ingram, 
Tony Furtado, Erika Luckett, Julie Wolf 
and Andrea Prichett. 

In Off the Beaten Path, Crabtree — 
who is an experienced river guide — leads you on river 
journeys, communing with wildlife, eddies, rapids and 
cliff-faces along the way. This compilation also includes 
a poignant tribute to Matthew Shepherd, a gay man who 
was murdered in Wyoming in 1998, and a haunting 
ballad of the New Mexico fires that burned through the 


RESIST 

the new Imperialism 

The UnAmerican LP 

Mayday, 2004 
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Los Alamos National Laboratory a few years ago. Other 
songs take you to the wind-swept canyons and sage 
country of the Four Corners, the sun-splashed coasts of 
Baja and the high, snowy peaks of the 
Colorado Rockies. 

In Bio-Diesel Van, Crabtree is accom- 
panied by Julia "Butterfly" Hill and Na- 
tive activist Dune Lankard in two beau- 
tiful spoken-word pieces that decry fos- 
sil-fuel capitalism and the attendant 
devastation of all that is real and valid. 

Whether she knows it or not, Melissa 
Crabtree is one of the best poets and 
composers of the new century, and we 
will be hearing a lot more about her in 
the years to come. 

For more information or to purchase 
CDs, visit www.melissacrabtree.com; 
www.veggievan.org. 

Storm Waters is an itinerant activist, scientist, guerrilla 
videographer, writer, storm tracker and music promoter, who sits 
on the board of directors of Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers, based in 
the Wild Rockies. 

A Story of the Death of David 
“Gypsy” Chain 

by Steve 

A Good Forest for Dying: The Tragic 
Death of a Young Man On the Front 
Lines of the Environmental Wars by 
Patrick Beach, Doubleday, 2004. 

People have been killed for a $100 
pair of Nikes, so wouldn't a corporate 
take-over giant kill for a half-billion 
dollars? Damn straight they would, 
and they did. 

Patrick Beach's book, A Good Forest 
for Dying, lays out the complex issues 
leading up to the death of David 
"Gypsy" Chain in September 1998. 

Following the Headwaters Forest 
scam — in which federal and Califor- 
nia state "politricians" allowed 
Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) to plun- 
der the majority of the area in ex- 
change for a small forest preserve — 

Gypsy lost his life on the mountainside 
above Grizzly Creek. The murder was 
pulled off by logger A.E. Ammons, his 
sidekick Rhett Rheback and those at 
the top of PL, including PL's lackey 
police detective Juan Freeman. 

The tone of the book is set, in part, with an introductory 
note that includes the following piece: "It was a story that 


could and had been cartoonishly rendered. In this corner: 
the radical environmental movement-not-a-group Earth 
First!, composed of a bunch of unwashed, apocalyptic, 
animist forest-dwellers and self-ap- 
pointed saviors of the Earth. And in this 
corner: Charles Hurwitz, the Machiavel- 
lian, planet-raping takeover artist from 
Houston, a scorched-earth businessman 
who had turned the bucolic Whoville of 
Scotia, California, into a place where 
both the local economy and the envi- 
ronment were being destroyed at blind- 
ing speed. Then there were certain law 
enforcement agencies that seemed itch- 
ing to play the heavy in this long-run- 
ning serial drama." 

Beach spent six years researching 
and writing the book. His fact-check- 
ing is thorough, and he attempts to 
avoid taking sides. He tells the story through the narra- 
tives of Gypsy's friends, as well as transcripts from the 
wrongful death lawsuit. Beach also gives insight into the 
perspective of the loggers, making this book a must-read 
for those idealistic environmentalists running around at 
industrial logging sites. 

Beach missed some key facts, however. For example, 
Beach neglected to explain the failure of the lead lawyer 
to include battery in the initial wrongful death com- 
plaint. That lawyer did not want any of the percipient 
witnesses to bring their own battery 
lawsuits against Ammons or 
Rheback, because he was worried 
about competing interests for his 
own selfish reasons, namely his 
pocketbook. This oversight cost the 
lawsuit a key element, punitive dam- 
ages, and is one of many factors that 
have allowed Maxxam to continue 
its rampant disregard for life. 

Beach also neglected to tell the 
story of how Redwood Summer or- 
ganizer Darryl Cherney coinciden- 
tally met PL's then-president John 
Campbell in a bar after the "Head- 
waters Deal” was settled. Campbell 
bought Cherney a drink and during 
their conversation, Campbell in- 
formed Cherney that he might not 
be able to control his loggers now 
that the enviros had gotten what 
they wanted. Several weeks later, 
Gypsy was dead. 

In spite of these few omissions, vet- 
eran activists and newcomers alike will 
find A Good Forest for Dying both gripping and informative. 

Steve is a forest activist who is currently on a working 
sabbatical from the timber wars of North America. 




July-August 2004 Earth First! Page 39 







Exposing Green Corps 


by Nathaniel Miller 

Two years ago, I accepted a job with Green Corps, the 
"Field School for Environmental Organizing." Green Corps 
claims to train and pay recent college graduates to work on 
campaigns with big-name environmental groups for a 
year, and then promises to place them in activist jobs. 

During the four months I was involved with Green 
Corps, I saw people evaluated and purged for their political 
beliefs. The organization also engaged in union-busting 
and openly opposed affirmative action, environmental 
justice and other efforts to diversify the environmental 
movement. Other people who have been a part of Green 
Corps and its parent organization, the Public Interest 
Research Group (PIRG), have reported similar stories. 

Although I had some reservations during my interview 
weekend, I accepted the job and traveled to Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts, to begin my "Green Corps year." 

Participants learned during the first few days of training 


placed on probation for being "too process oriented," and 
she later decided to quit. 

At the conclusion of the initial three-week training, 
Green Corps held an organization-wide discussion where 
it was implied that the "class" could speak freely. I was one 
of the most vocal participants, along with another orga- 
nizer, Daniel Gross. We argued that to fire someone based 
on their political beliefs is discrimination. 

We were then sent to work with various environmental 
organizations. I was placed with the Sierra Club in Wiscon- 
sin, and Daniel went to work in Florida with Greenpeace. 
Each "team" was assigned to an "organizing director" who 
worked out of Green Corps' office in Boston. I thought that 
I would have some autonomy with my work. 1 was wrong. 

I thoroughly enjoyed working with the Sierra Club. But 
despite the support I received from the people there, I did 
not have any real control over the direction of the cam- 
paign. Green Corps trainees were required to have regular 
one-on-one phone calls with our organizing directors, dur- 



ing which Naomi and I spoke surprisingly little about the 
campaign. Most of her questions focused on my political 
analysis and how she felt it was "wrong." For example, she 
felt that I placed too much emphasis on direct action and 
anti-oppression work. She believed that this kind of work 
gave the environmental movement a "bad image." 

This went on for a couple of months, until our class came 
together again for a second training session. During this 

session, Daniel 
and I both argued 
for affirmative ac- 
tion when recruit- 
ing people for the 
following year in 
order to increase 
Green Corps' di- 
versity. There was 
only one person of 
color out of our 
class of 31. We 
suggested that 
if Green Corps 
worked on more 
environmental 
justice issues, it 
might be a more 
diverse organi- 
zation. Leslie 
Samuelrich, 
Green Corps' ex- 
ecutive director, 
responded that 
environmental 
justice was "clas- 
sically self-inter- 
ested NIMBYism." 

stated, 


that PIRG founded 
"environmental lead- 
nizing model that is 
work and democratic 
Five days into the > 
was the first person / 
for what he believes 
and his interest in y 
"Green Corps de- 
cided that Dan was « 
not the right fit for /jj 
the organization," 4 
was the official ex- ^ 
planation. I later 
learned that he had A 
been forced to pack 'A 
his bags early in the fk 
morning and was 
hustled out of his Jj 
room while every- ^ 
one else was at train- '~f. 
ing. This followed a , 
pattern that would U 
manifest itself '(f 
throughout the rest ) ¥ 
of the year — people 
were simply "dis- t ■ 
appeared" in the j 
middle of the night, ji 
Natalie, another j 
Green Corps re- j j 
cruit, was told by j 
her supervisor, \l 
Naomi Roth, that J 
she had gotten M 
places in life solely t 1 
"because of her [\ 
looks." Natalie was 


Green Corps in 1991 to train 
ers" using a top-down orga- 
, opposed to anti-oppression 
^ decision making. 

L training, Dan Compton 
^ to be out-and-out fired, 
fc was his dyed blue hair 
radical social change. 


Green Corps : Training the 
Next Generation of Top-Down 
Environmental Bureaucrats 


Naomi 
"Racism might be 
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settled in a couple hundred years, but the environmental 
movement needs to recognize that its base of power is 
with the white middle class." Central staff consistently 
reiterated the statement, "Diversity is not part of Green 
Corps' mission." 

Following this discussion, Daniel and I were interrogated 
by our respective supervisors. We were asked why we wanted 
to "derail Green Corps' mission." During my conversation 
with Naomi, she informed me that I was on "ultimatum," 
which meant that I was red-flagged to be fired. 

Daniel and I circulated the idea of forming a union to 
prevent arbitrary terminations and to insure diversity. We 
planned to meet with 
a small group of people 
at a bar to discuss the 
idea. En route to the 
meeting, on the Bos- 
ton Metro, we noticed 
that Naomi was fol- 
lowing us and trying 
to listen to our conver- 
sation. When we saw 
her, she quietly got up 
and left. 

Shortly after the second training, Kaitlin Nichols — who 
was told that her working-class background made her 
think incorrectly — quit. In response, Daniel and I contin- 
ued to talk to our fellow employees about protecting our 
jobs. Naomi was giving me increasingly unrealistic goals, 
which I believed was an attempt to make me quit, so I 
circulated a letter amongst other employees that explained 
what was happening to me and asked them to sign their 
support. Two days later, Daniel and I were fired. 

Green Corps later argued that our mutual terminations were 
a coincidence, but on November 25, 2002, at exactly the same 
moment, our supervisors arrived in the cities we were placed in 
to fire us. Green Corps gave us both the same explanation — 
that we "weren't acting in the best interest of Green Corps." We 
both requested more specific reasons and received none. 

After being fired, I went out to have a beer with one of my 
interns, and while I was at the bar, Naomi called me and said 
that I needed to return to my office "immediately. " My intern 
and I returned to find Naomi mmmaging through my desk 
and personal belongings, throwing things into a box. She said 
that she was looking for Green Corps property, but among the 


things she tried to take were newspaper clippings about my 
campaign and my contact list for other people in Green 
Corps. When Naomi demanded to search my bag, I was 
fortunate to be able to hide those items in my intern's 
backpack. Still, many of my personal files disappeared. 

Those left in Green Corps wrote a letter to the 
organization's board of directors, recommending small 
changes to increase morale and prevent arbitrary firings. 
Every remaining member of the Green Corps' 2003 class, 
except one, signed the letter. Chairman of the Board 
Doug Phelps (also head of the National Association of 
State PIRGS) responded to each person with a letter 

saying, "There is an 
inevitable negative 
vibe created by [writ- 
ing a letter to the 
board]; though the 
Green Corps leader- 
ship seems to be will- 
ing to just move on, I 
myself don't like 
people going behind 
my back or over my 
head in an organized 
fashion, and especially people I'm busting my butt to 
train and serve, and doubly especially if I'm paying them 
for the privilege!" Since almost everyone signed the pro- 
test letter, central staff could not discipline anyone. 

Throughout the rest of the year, nine more people quit 
Green Corps because they were dissatisfied with the 
organization, its policies and its treatment of employees. 

Unfortunately, Green Corps obscures these stories. But 
don't let the recruiters fool you; Green Corps is nothing but 
an anti-democratic front group for PIRG, an organization 
notorious for long hours, low pay and top-down bureau- 
cratic structure . By getting involved with genuine grassroots 
groups, people interested in working for environmental 
and social change can gain the same skills that Green Corps 
teaches — without the hierarchy. 

For more information, contact Nathaniel, (610) 209- 
1447; nathaniel@riseup.net. To read a longer version of 
this article, visit www.nonprofitwatch.org/greencorps. 

Nathaniel Miller currently works on issues surrounding the 
effects of corporate globalization on local communities in 
Philadelphia. He also works with the IWW. 


We suggested that if Green Corps worked on more 
environmental justice issues, it might be a more 
diverse organization. Leslie Samuelrich, Green Corps’ 
executive director, responded that environmental 
justice was “classically self-interested NIMBYism.” 


Alternatives to Green Corps 

• Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC), www.seac.org, is a student- and youth-run national network 
of progressive organizations and individuals whose aim is to uproot environmental injustices through action and 
education. SEAC has chapters at colleges across the country and a national office in Philadelphia with possible 
internship opportunities. 

• EnviroCitizen, www.envirocitizen.com, works to build leadership, ignite youth power and replenish the 
environmental movement with a diverse base of innovative, emerging leaders dedicated to winning environmen- 
tal and social justice victories. The organization trains student activists in campaign organizing, media, lobbying 
and other skills. 

• Earth First! is a radical, non-hierarchical environmental network that organizes campaigns and takes direct 
action to defend the Earth. To get involved, hook up with your local EF! group (see directory on page 54) or contact 
the Journal for details on starting your own group. 
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T'ive Oeuv+uuies of 
T^esi stance inyVi^gentina 


by Kendra Fehrer and Brad Will 

In a dim, musty room on the second floor of a squatted 
synagogue, we sit on mattresses, eating homemade pizza 
and drinking cheap wine; the date is May 28 in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. A grandmother shows us her necklace, 
made of old coins strung together. The necklace is a relic 
from a culture where silver is worn as an adornment, not 
used by capitalism to buy and sell. Pictured on the head of 
the coin is General San Martin, "The Liberator” of Peru, 
Chile and Argentina. Horacio points to the coin and says, 
"He didn't liberate us. The army came, they kicked the 
Spanish out, but nothing changed for us. So we will 
continue to fight." 

Tomorrow, half of 
the Ava Guarani com- 
munity will return 
home to Salta, a north- 
ern province of Argen- 
tina, after almost a 
month of campaigning 
and coalition-building 
in the capital. They are 
fighting for their ances- 
tral land, which is now 
in the hands of Tabacal 
Sugar, a subsidiary of 
the two-billion-dollar 
multinational Seaboard 
Corporation. 

The land where the 
Ava Guarani once lived, 

La Loma, stands out amidst the vast, monotonous fields of 
sugar cane and genetically modified soy. This hilly, wild 
stretch of subtropical cloud forest is all that remains of what 
was once the largest contiguous forest in northern Argentina. 
The provincial government is planning to develop La Loma 
into a recreational area for tourists. 

Haydee recounts, "For years our brothers and sisters have 
suffered so that the sugar refinery could profit ... Why don't 
they leave just a little piece of land to those who have given 
their lives to the refinery? Why have they pushed us aside?" 

Reclaiming the Land 

Under cover of night in September, 150 Ava Guarani 
families returned to their ancestral homeland. Despite 
their displacement almost five decades ago, members of 
the community have continued to discretely visit their 
land to harvest native fruits and medicinal herbs and to 
cultivate small plots of yucca, corn, potatoes, beans and 
squash. "The land is like family to us," says Haydee, whose 
grandparents are buried in the small, Guarani cemetery in 
La Loma. "My mother always told me the Earth is our 
mother. So we have to respect the Earth. Each time when 
we visited La Loma, we asked permission from the Earth." 


Two days into the occupation, the community was 
awakened at gunpoint by local police. Everyone, including 
pregnant women and the elderly, was violently evicted, as 
ordered by Tabacal Sugar. Twenty-one community mem- 
bers were arrested and detained. 

The provincial government pretended that nothing hap- 
pened. Conscious of the old political refrain, "Dios esta en 
todos lados, pero atiende en Buenos Aires " (God is everywhere, 
but his office is in Buenos Aires), several dozen community 
members began the 500-mile trek to the nation’s capital to 
officially report the human rights violation and pursue the 
legal process of reclaiming the land. 

In the capital, they met with various public officials who 

feigned sympathy, 
promised support and 
showed them the door. 
To Haydee, the govern- 
ment is just as misguided 
as the sugar refinery, 
speaking in a foreign lan- 
guage of papers and regu- 
lations. "In the time of 
our grandparents, we 
didn't need papers. We 
didn't need titles. When 
they came and colonized 
us, they imposed papers 
and titles." 

The Ava Guarani are 
fighting on all fronts. 
They have appeared in 
national media and 
have led numerous marches and escraches (a public sham- 
ing tactic used to defame military officers responsible for 
genocide and torture during the dictatorship of 1976-83). 
They have also joined forces with piquetero groups, link- 
ing two populations marginalized by global capitalism: 
indigenous peoples and the poor, urban unemployed. 

Allied Resistance 

While coalitions of indigenous rights groups, unem- 
ployed workers movements, neighborhood assemblies, 
cultural centers and environmental organizations orga- 
nized against Tabacal Sugar in Buenos Aires, North Ameri- 
can activists simultaneously kicked off a campaign to 
pressure Seaboard at the shiny glass doors of its Boston, 
Massachusetts, headquarters. 

Seaboard claims that it has nothing to do with the 
actions of Tabacal Sugar in Argentina, but when activists 
crashed the corporation's annual shareholders meeting 
outside of Boston on April 26, the corporation was forced 
to account for the actions of the sugar refinery. 

Amid stunned looks by Seaboard Chief Executive Of- 
ficer Harry Bresky and other executives, four activists 
dressed as waiters burst into the Sheraton conference 



Members of the Ava Guarani community in Buenos Aires 
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room. They unraveled a scroll above 
Bresky's head declaring him guilty of 
repression and displacement of indig- 
enous peoples in Salta. The action was 
coordinated by Worcester Global Ac- 
tion Network (WoGAN). Two "waiters" 
were arrested for trespassing and 
disorderly conduct. 

The action shattered business as usual 
as the meeting was redirected to the issue 
of indigenous rights. Bresky had to ad- 
mit that Seaboard's land holdings in Salta 
span an area larger than the state of 
Rhode Island, and that only a small part 
is used for sugar production. Following 
the disruption, one concerned share- 
holder asked, "Well, if it's only a ques- 
tion of land, and we have so much, why 
can't we just give part of it back?" An- 
other shareholder stated, "This looks like 
an important issue we should look into. If this is true, it 
could risk our financial investments." 

Bresky made a desperate attempt to save face in front 
of the shareholders. "What do [the activists] want? For 
us to abandon our land? They’ve never been down there, 
they don't know the real story,” Bresky complained. But 
it was Bresky who did not know the real story. In fact, for 
the last three years WoGAN has been working on the 
ground with movements in Argentina. Bresky tried to 
blame the provincial government, but it is generally 
recognized that the province is run by sugar barons like 
Ingenio San Martin de Tabacal. 


Sigue la Lucha 

Latin American politicians and feudal 
caudillos (landlords) who repressed in- 
digenous peoples and exploited the Earth 
for 500 years have grown into 
transnational corporate alliances. The 
names have changed, but the game is 
the same. 

Not only have communities been dis- 
placed, but they are facing constant threats 
and harassment. Following a march against 
Seaboard in Buenos Aires, community leader 
Horacio Guzman and journalist Pablo 
Badano were arrested while networking with 
other indigenous communities in Salta. On 
another occasion, community leaders were 
awakened at 3 a.m. and interrogated about 
their organizing meetings by a group of 
large men driving clearly marked company 
vehicles. Organizing meetings were later 
crashed by more hired goons. 

Although the violence against the Ava Guarani has escalated, 
so has the resistance. The Ava Guarani are ready to re-occupy the 
land. Their alliances with groups in Salta and Buenos Aires are 
deepening. US activists are helping to organize a Fall speaking 
tour in cities where Seaboard has assets or offices and in places 
where other communities are fighting environmental racism. 

Formore information, contactsaltasolidarity@wildmail.com 
or visit www.alerta-salta.org.ar; www.argentina.indymedia.org; 
www.wogan.org. 

Kendra Fehrer lives in Buenos Aires, where she teaches at an 
unemployed workers movement community school. 



Drummers at a march against Tabacal 


Seaboard in the US: Environmental Injustice 


Seaboard Corporation owns assets worldwide, in- 
cluding sugar refineries in Argentina, flour-milling 
plants in the Americas and Africa, shrimp and mari- 
time ventures in Central America and the Caribbean, 
power generators in the Dominican Republic and wine 
distribution activities in Europe. 

Seaboard's hog farms in the US, scattered through- 
out the Midwest, are notorious polluters that have 
been known to discharge vast quantities of blood, 
grease and animal waste into nearby wetlands and 
community water supplies. Dead pigs, syringes, medi- 
cal waste and other objects have been found floating 
in factory farm lagoons. There are widespread animal 
abuse allegations that Seaboard workers bludgeoned 
pigs with heavy objects, stomped on animals and 
picked them up by their hind legs and slammed them 
onto the floor. 

The Seaboard pig plant in Albert Lea, Oklahoma, 
doubled the city's sewage needs, costing $34 million, 
$25 million of which was subsidized by the federal 
government. The pig waste was stored in five giant 
cesspits just seventy-five feet above the Ogduala Aqui- 
fer, a major source of drinking water for the Midwest. 

In 1998, Time magazine featured Seaboard in its 


series on corporate welfare, exposing the company's abuses 
in US-based pork production. During the 1990s, Seaboard 
received $161 million in corporate welfare as it hopped 
from one Midwest town to another and took advantage of 
government subsidies to set up its facilities. Moving every 
few years to a new place with better tax breaks, Seaboard 
avoided complaints against irresponsible environmental 
and labor practices. 

In 2000, a coalition of nonprofit organizations filed a 
lawsuit against Seaboard for the pollution associated with 
its hog production. Despite attempts to negotiate a settle- 
ment, the lawsuit is still pending. 

Seaboard Corporation, 9000 West 67th St, POB 2972, 
Shawnee Mission, KS 66201; (913) 676-8800; (913) 676- 
8872 (fax); seaboard@seaboardcorp.com. 

Pork Division-Seaboard Farms, Inc., 9000 West 67th St, 
Suite 200, POB 29135, Shawnee Mission, KS 66201; (800) 
262-7907 or (913) 261-2600; info@seaboardpork.com. 

Commodity, Trading & Milling Division, 9000 West 
67th St; POB 2972; Shawnee Mission, KS 66201; (913) 677- 
5200; (913) 676-8872 (fax). 

Marine Division-Seaboard Marine, 8050 NW 79th Av- 
enue, Miami, FL 33166; (305) 863-4444; (305) 863-4777 
(fax); marketing@seaboardmarine.com. 
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C/l IsOilcfland C/. 'ire r 7ragicomecfu 


by Jay Lininger 

A wonderful, ecological tragicomedy is underway this 
Summer at the birthplace of Smokey the Bear. The Lincoln 
National Forest of southern New Mexico hosted the largest 
wildland fire in North America during the first half of 2004. 
Prolonged drought, early Spring snowmelt and chronically 
low woody-fuel moistures contributed to the rapid spread 
and large size of the Peppin fire in the Capitan Mountains, 
150 miles south of Santa Fe. 

A federal decision to ground the nation's fleet of fire 
suppression air tankers on May 10 — the day the Peppin 
fire started — provoked a raging political firestorm of blame 
and recrimination. While somewhat amus- 
ing, the storm threatens to blaze over core 
problems in wildland fire management 
and to entrench the mistaken approaches 
of the past. 

Fighting Fire with Fire 

Congressional representatives from west- 
ern states crucified Undersecretary of Agri- 
culture Mark Rey for grounding the tankers 
at the onset of fire season without a plan to 
enlist replacement aircraft. Rey then re- 
quested authorization from the Senate En- 
ergy and Natural Resources Committee to 
spend $26 million to hire other planes. How- 
ever, Representative Jeff Flake and his col- 
leagues from Arizona are spearheading an 
effort to return the tankers to service this year. 

The political hype over air tankers 
misses some core problems in wildland 
fire management. The tankers are part of 
the US Forest Service's (USFS) misguided 
wildfire management plan, which for de- 
cades has been to suppress all fires. This 
has caused forests to grow dense with 
small trees and underbrush, setting the stage for hotter 
and more destructive wildfires. Many biologists and fire 
experts recommend that fire control should instead 
focus on removing trees and brush from around homes 
located next to wildlands, rather than stopping large 
fires in remote areas. 

Nevertheless, the absence of tankers necessitates changes 
in wildland firefighting strategy. Without tankers, 
firefighters rely more heavily on indirect suppression tac- 
tics, including burnout operations that intentionally ig- 
nite fires to consume fuel along containment lines in the 
path of an advancing wildfire. 

Burnouts, however, always come with an environmental 
cost. According to Timothy Ingalsbee, director of the West- 
ern Fire Ecology Center in Eugene, Oregon, large-scale 
burnouts can completely blacken extensive areas of soil and 
vegetation and homogenize what might otherwise be a 
mosaic pattern of fire effects. 


"This reduces the beneficial, diverse pattern of burned and 
unbumed areas on both a stand and landscape level," he said. 
"As well, unburned pockets offer critical refugia for native 
flora and fauna, especially soil microfauna that provide vital 
sources of natural, post-fire recovery processes." 

Light It and Log It 

Burnouts and backfiring also lead to increased logging in 
public forests. Fire suppression operations routinely char for- 
ests where the USFS and Bureau of Land Management later 
approve salvage logging projects. A new report from the 
Western Fire Ecology Center discloses that 1 1,275 acres in the 
Biscuit Fire Recovery Project on the Siskiyou National Forest in 
southwest Oregon were torched in the largest 
backcountry firing operation in history. Ac- 
cording to the government's final environ- 
mental impact statement for the project, 
salvage logging would target stands that ex- 
perienced 75 percent or greater mortality 
among mature and old-growth trees. The 
large number of proposed salvage logging 
areas currently proposed in the Biscuit burn 
demonstrates the severity of effects that re- 
sult from fire-suppression operations. 

Withering Wilderness 

The 1964 Wilderness Act established pro- 
tective authority for lands characterized by 
"primeval influences" where "the Earth 
I and its community of life are untrammeled 
| by man." However, the act broadly ex- 
» empted "emergency fire control" from its 
? restrictions on human activity because, at 
4 that time, fire was widely viewed as a de- 
| structive force that deprived people of wil- 
I derness "resources." To this day, the vast 
preponderance of wilderness ignitions pro- 
vokes crisis responses that moot every en- 
vironmental law and conservation strategy on public lands. 

The only way to avoid heavy-handed fire suppression 
operations in wilderness areas or elsewhere is for an approved 
fire management plan (FMP) to specify the exact conditions 
under which a wildland fire will be allowed to burn for 
"resource benefit." Without an FMP, the only option avail- 
able to land managers is to suppress all fires regardless of their 
location, size, intensity or potential effects. 

With notable exceptions, the USFS invests little time, 
energy or money into developing FMPs, and its personnel 
commonly stonewall public demands for new plans. For 
several consecutive years, the USFS has borrowed huge sums 
of money from other accounts to suppress wildfires in areas 
that lacked approved FMPs. This failure to plan for wildland 
fires undermines other priorities, including hazardous fuel 
reduction and watershed restoration. 

fay Lininger is a Doris A. Duke Conservation Fellow at the 
University of Montana in Missoula. 
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He's Working on Your Side! 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I've heard about a court case in Oregon that gave activists 
more freedom to protest and diminished cops' power to arrest the 
protesters. Is this true? How did it come about? Can we 
accomplish the same thing in other states? 

— Freedom of Speech Lover, Michigan 

Dear Speech Lover, 

Yes, it's true! On December 16, 1998, President Clinton 
launched "Operation Desert 
Fox," the most intense bomb- 
ing of Iraq in the period be- 
tween the 1991 Gulf War and 
the current Iraq invasion. 

Thousands of citizens took to 
the streets of downtown Port- 
land, Oregon,, to protest the 
bombing. Protesters were 
peaceful, but the police were 
intent on clearing the streets 
quickly so that normal con- 
sumer culture would not be 
disturbed. 

"Aaron" was on a downtown 
street when the cops barked 
orders to get on the sidewalk. 

Aaron, a student who had never 
been arrested before and did 
not plan to start that day, looked 
at the sidewalk and noticed that 
there were too many people to 
even get near the sidewalk. An- 
other cop yelled from atop his 
horse for people to leave the 
area. Aaron looked again and 
noticed that there was nowhere to go — the horse cops had 
sealed off the entire block! Maybe two seconds after the order 
for people to leave, Aaron asked a cop where he should go. The 
cop arrested him on the spot. 

Twenty-three people were arrested and called my office 
that night. Soon 23 lawyers, who normally are paid any- 
where from $100-$300 per hour, each agreed to represent 
a protester for free. 

Eleven of the defendants were charged with "disorderly 
conduct." This particular law made it a crime for people to 
gather together and then fail to obey a lawful order to 
leave, or "disperse." Our constitutional challenge to the 
charge, written by Michael Rose and argued by Tim Bow- 
man, succeeded in dismissing the charge for all 1 1 disor- 
derly conduct defendants. The trial judge said that the 
word "lawful" was not clear, and defendants and cops alike 


were not capable of understanding what that word meant. 
The statute section was therefore void because of its vague- 
ness and its unlawful delegation of legislative authority to 
the police. 

The state appealed and our volunteer appellate lawyers, 
Drew Chilton and Hugh Sage, argued for all 11 protesters 
straight through to the Oregon Supreme Court. That court 
ruled on March 13 of this year in State v. Ausmus that the 
statute in question criminalized Oregonians' constitutional 
rights to assemble for their common good and to speak freely 
on any subject whatsoever. 

This ruling means that in 
Oregon, cops can not arrest 
protesters unless the protest- 
ers' behavior is harmful. For 
the first time in quite a while, 
a protester has to actually 
commit a crime to be (law- 
fully) arrested. 

Now, we must work to en- 
sure that every state's constitu- 
tion functions to protect citi- 
zens' rights. Oregon's decision 
would not have happened but 
for its constitution, which takes 
citizen rights seriously, prior 
court decisions preserving 
those rights, and lawyers and 
judges who aren't afraid to fight 
| for those rights. 

| My survey of other states' 
•? constitutional provisions, cases 
| and treatment of criminal of- 
f fenses indicates that every state 
* differs. Indiana's constitution 
includes a freedom of speech 
guarantee just like Oregon's, 
but its courts have stripped the freedom to near oblivion. 

Lawyers in Oregon made the freedom of speech/right to 
assemble argument for years before it finally succeeded. 
Since 1998, we have succeeded again and again. On May 
27, Paul Loney — a lawyer in this office — won a constitu- 
tional rights case by arguing that the state violated the 
freedom of the press when it used a similar statute, "inter- 
fering with a police officer," to arrest a reporter. 

We persisted because we knew we were right. Now, the 
law in Oregon protects our right to gather together and to 
speak freely. Keep fighting in your state, and so long as we 
work together, you will have these rights as well. 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, 
LLC, 3430 SE Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214; 
blc@hevanet.com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the 
subject line. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Regulations for mail sent to prisoners 
vary according to individual prisons. Be- 
fore sending monetary donations, stamps, 
books or packages, ask prisoners what the 
regulations are. Assume that the authori- 
ties read everything that you write to a 
prisoner. The following list is a small 
sample of the total number of political 
prisoners and prisoner support groups 
worldwide. The EF! Journal offers dis- 
counted subscriptions for prisoners. Please 
contact us for more information. 

Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Tre Arrow, c/o Rudy Kischer, Embar- 
kation Law Group, 609 W Hastings St, 
6th Floor, Vancouver, BC V6B 4W4, 
Canada. Awaiting hearing on possible 
extradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in arsons on log- 
ging trucks and an Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) arson on vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. Arrow has 
been denied bail and is also awaiting 
trial for charges of shoplifting and pro- 
viding a false name in Canada. He has 
appealed for refugee status to prevent 
his extradition. 

•Sherman Austin, #51565-054, FCI 
Tucson, 8901 S Wiimot Rd, Tucson, AZ 
85706, USA. Serving one year for main- 
taining a website that contained links to 
other websites with information on how 
to make explosives. Austin is expected 
to be released in August, unless the State 
of California decides to file additional 
charges against him. 

•Angela Marie Cesario, 66522-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Dublin, 5675 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, 
USA. After Jacob Sherman turned trai- 
tor and gave evidence against Cesario 
for arson attacks on logging trucks in 
Oregon in 2001, she accepted a plea 
bargain and was sentenced to 41 
months in prison. 

•William "Billy" Cottrell, #29526712, 
Metropolitan Detention Center, POB 
1500, Los Angeles, CA 90053, USA. 
Awaiting trial for alleged involvement 
in a series of ELF actions that damaged 
approximately 125 SUVs. Cottrell was 
held for nearly three months in a tem- 
porary detention facility, where sus- 
pected FBI informants attempted to 
elicit a confession from him. After a 


lengthy legal process, his lawyers suc- 
ceeded in getting him moved to the 
address listed above. Cottrell's trial has 
been postponed until October 26. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C/ 
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irunez 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Awaiting sen- 
tencing for sabotaging a dam construc- 
tion site. Ederra was captured during a 
routine traffic stop on March 15. 

•Aaron Linas, 38448083, NEOCC, 
2240 Hubbard Rd, Youngstown, Ohio 
44505, USA. On April 12, Linas was 
sentenced to 42 months for a series of 
ELF actions against McDonald's and 
Burger King, urban sprawl, the construc- 
tion industry and an SUV dealership. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight months 
for arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. Free 
has filed an appeal, challenging the 
severity of his charges (three counts of 
first-degree arson instead of one lesser 
count) and his conviction of attempted 
arson on the basis of circumstantial 
evidence. The appeal also alleges viola- 
tions of his Fourth and Eighth Amend- 
ment rights. Oral arguments are expected 
in late July. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Movement 
activist, is serving life in prison after 
being framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 Pine Ridge 
siege. On April 19, the Supreme Court 
refused to review the 1 0th Circuit Court's 
decision to deny Peltier parole, in spite 
of the 10th Circuit's recognition that 
the government engaged in misconduct 
in Peltier's prosecution. 

Peltier was recently nominated for the 
2004 Nobel Peace Prize by Bart Staes, a 
Belgian member of the European Parlia- 
ment, in recognition of his commit- 
ment to social justice work both before 
and after his imprisonment. Letters en- 
couraging the Norwegian Nobel Insti- 
tute to award Peltier the prize can be 
sent to Drammensveien 19, NO-0255, 
Oslo, Norway. 

•Jeremy Rosenbloom, 66521-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. After 


Jacob Sherman turned traitor and gave 
evidence against Rosenbloom for arson 
attacks on logging trucks in Oregon in 
2001, Rosenbloom accepted a plea bar- 
gain and was sentenced to 41 months 
in prison. 

•Sergio Maria Stefani, Casa 
Circondariale Regina Coeli, Via della 
Lungara 29, 00165 Roma, Italy. On May 
20, Stefani was arrested by police inves- 
tigating damage carried out against 
several fur stores and butchers and the 
discovery of an incendiary device in 
front of a butcher shop in March. 
Stefani is prominently involved with 
several animal rights campaigns, in- 
cluding the campaign to close Morini 
Farm, which breeds rats and dogs for 
the vivisection industry. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Peters- 
burg Low, POB 1000, Petersburg, VA 
23804, USA. On April 14, Wade was 
sentenced to 37 months for the same 
actions as Aaron Linas. 

• Kerry Whitburn LC7479, HMP 
Nottingham, Perry Road, Sherwood, Notts, 
NG5 3AG, England. Sentenced in May to 
four months for unspecified actions against 
Newchurch Guinea Pig Farm. Whitburn 
had only recently been released after serv- 
ing one month for attempting to liberate 
monkeys from a pet store. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, c/o 
Bates County Jail, POB 60, Butler, MO 
64730, USA. Awaiting trial for parole 
violations, including allegedly dump- 
ing a tin of red paint over the security 
apparatus of a federal court, mailing 
four threatening letters and making a 
threatening telephone call. Before her 
latest arrest, Woodson had just com- 
pleted 18 years for disarming a Minute- 
man II missile silo with a jackhammer, 
mailing warning letters to officials with 
bullets inside, robbing a bank and burn- 
ing the money. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire OX6 0PZ, UK. 
Serving 1 0 years for attacking the manag- 
ing director of Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS), rescuing 600 guinea pigs from a 
lab supplier and planting incendiary de- 
vices under slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Hanna Ekegren, Box 1005, 718 92 
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Frovi, Sweden. Serving 10 months for 
damaging equipment at a chicken pro- 
cessing plant and destroying the eggs of 
thousands of chickens that would have 
been bred for the industry. 

•Paul Holliday, KA9328, HMP 
Lindholme, Bawtry Rd, Hatfield 
Woodhouse, Doncaster, Yorks DN7 6EE, 
UK. Serving one-and-a-half years for 
making phone calls to animal abusers, 
including HLS shareholders, hunters and 
agricultural suppliers. 

•Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP 
Hull, Hedon Rd, Hull HU9 5LS, UK. 
Serving five years for making phone 
calls to animal abusers, including HLS 
shareholders, hunters and agricultural 
suppliers. 

Ecodefense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Ul. 
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk 
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl was worse than 
the Russian government reported. 

•Iflaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque. Apdo. 250, 
3 1080-lruftez Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. 
Serving nearly five years for sabotaging 
a dam construction site. 

• Craig "Critter" Marshall, 
#13797662, SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, 


MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 
to 1 00 years each. Although many of the 
MOVE prisoners are listed together, they 
must be written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 


•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at a 
cop at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action 
in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1500 
W Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end of 
US military maneuvers on the island of 
Vieques, Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Ac- 
tions taken during a victory celebration 


Ontario, OR 97914, USA. Serving five- 
and-a-half years for conspiracy to com- 
mit arson and possession of incendiary 
devices to destroy SUVs. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, #07909- 
051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, 
USA. Serving 80 years for aggravated as- 
sault on federal agents, escape and bank 
robbery. Chubbuck funneled money that 
he stole from banks to the Zapatista Army 
of National Liberation in Chiapas, Mexico. 


Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

• Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90521, A-5-248 
UP, Centinella State Prison, POB 901, 
Imperial, CA 92251, USA. Lamont, an 
Earth Firstler, is serving three years for 
possession of an incendiary device. 


led to the arrest and conviction of sev- 
eral activists, who were charged with 
conspiracy to destroy federal property. 
Although they share the same address, 
they must be written to separately: MDC 
Guaynabo, POB 2147, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico 00922-2147. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069. Serv- 
ing two years and nine months. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069. 
Serving five years. 

•Nestor de Jesus Guishard, #21716- 
069. Serving one year and two months. 
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Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Net- 
work, 818 SW Third Ave, PMB 354, 
Portland, OR 97204, USA. 

•Books Through Bars, 4722 Balti- 
more Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, 
USA; www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 


USA; wwTv.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin St, 
Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440, USA. 

•Friends of Free, www.freefreenow.org. 

•North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group, POB 69597, 


5845 Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3, Canada. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, 
POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
wwwcprisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 110 Arling- 
ton St, Boston,. MA 02116, USA; 
www.prisonbookprogram.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At- 
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 



Swiss Eco-Revoiutionary 
Convicted of Murder 



by Lenny 

On May 16, longtime ecodefender 
Marco Camenisch went on trial in Swit- 
zerland for murder and attempted 
murder, crimes which he has always 
denied committing. On June 4, the 
court found him guilty of murder and 
sentenced him to 17 years in prison. 
He was acquitted of the attempted mur- 
der charge. 

Camenisch was born in Schiers, Swit- 
zerland, in 1952. He dropped out of an 
elite high school to apprentice as a farmer 
and eventually fled to the Alps in rejec- 
tion of modern society. In time, he real- 
ized the need for active resistance and 
returned from the mountains to live life 
as a revolutionary. 

In the late 1970s, Camenisch became 
active in the movement against nuclear 
power plants in Switzerland and took 
part in militant direct action, including 
the destruction of nuclear facilities and 
powerlines with explosives. In 1980, he 
was arrested and sentenced to 10 years 
in prison. In a statement at his trial, 
Camenisch linked his actions to the 
struggle against ecological destruction 
and capitalism. In 1981, he and five 
others escaped from prison. 

In the course of the prison break, a 
prison guard was shot and killed and 
another was seriously wounded. For the 
next 10 years, Camenisch lived in hid- 
ing along the Swiss-Italian border and 
continued his militant direct action 
against nuclear power. 

In 1989, a Swiss border officer was 
killed at Brusio. After establishing that 
Camenisch had been seen in the area, 
Swiss authorities accused him of the 



Marco Camenisch 


crime, alleging that Camenisch fired sev- 
eral shots as the guard approached to ask 
for his papers. Camenisch denies in- 
volvement in either shooting. 

In November 1992, Italian authorities 
cornered Camenisch near the Tuscan 
town of Massa and captured him after a 
shootout in which both he and a police 
officer were wounded. Camenisch was 
sentenced to 12 years in solitary con- 
finement for causing bodily harm and 
for targeting Italian nuclear powerlines 
with explosives. He completed his sen- 
tence in April 2002 and was extradited 
to Switzerland to complete the remain- 
der of his original prison term. Swiss 
authorities also charged him with at- 
tempted murder for the 1981 prison 
break and with the 1989 murder of the 
border guard. 

In addition to his new prison sen- 
tence, Camenisch has been ordered to 


pay approximately $80,000 in restitu- 
tion to the guard's family. His lawyer 
has already announced plans to file an 
appeal. 

Through his years in prison, 
Camenisch — a self-identified anarchist — 
has repeatedly been subjected to de- 
grading conditions and accused of ac- 
tions in which he had no part. In April, 
1 an electric powerline was blown up in 
° northern Italy, and the police quickly 
| began an investigation of Camenisch's 
-2 supporters, claiming that he was the 
T leader of the group responsible. Sup- 
| porters see the murder charges as an- 
I other part of this persecution strategy, 
i saying, "These new charges can be seen 
~ as yet another attempt by the authori- 
ties to try and break Marco's spirit." 

In spite of everything, Camenisch has 
continued to be active through his writ- 
ings and has remained uncompromis- 
ing in his beliefs. He writes: 

"I continue to uphold the necessity of 
a radical antiauthoritarian struggle against 
... [an] exploitation always more aggres- 
sive and destructive (now by technologi- 
cal capitalism and its total war against 
individuals, ... cultures and environments 
of the Earth community) and for another 
necessary world, necessarily based on soli- 
darity and ... fair relationships among all 
... the nonhuman and human lives that 
form the terrestrial community.” 

Send letters of support to Marco 
Camenisch, Hornlistrasse 55, 8330 
Pfaffikon/ZH, Switzerland. Camenisch 
reads French, German, Spanish and Ital- 
ian. He can also receive letters in English, 
but does not feel confident to carry on a 
long correspondence. For more info., visit 
www.freecamenisch.net/english. 




FBI and City of Oakland 
Finally Pay Up 


Darryl Cherney and Judi Bari 
Get $4 Million 

On May 7, Darryl Cherney and the estate of Judi Bari 
finally won their 14-year court battle against the FBI and the 
City of Oakland (see EF!J August-September 2002). The FBI 
and Oakland agreed to pay four million dollars for violating 
Cherney and Bari's First and Fourth Amendment rights. 

Cherney and Bari were victims of a governmental defama- 
tion campaign to quell their political organizing in defense 
of the redwood forests. After a bomb exploded in their car, 
the FBI and the Oakland Police Department accused the two 
Earth Firstlers of being terrorists injured by their own bomb. 

"In the wake of 9/11 and Bush's assault on our civil 
rights, our trial victory is more urgent than ever," Cherney 
declared. He added, "We the people will not stand for the 
FBI or any government agency clearcutting the Constitu- 
tion. May a thousand lawsuits bloom from this one to hold 
the FBI accountable for their too-many-to-count viola- 
tions of the laws they are supposed to uphold." 

Cherney stated that no individual would net more than 
$500,000. He plans to use his money to "acquire a modest 
home, help fund a continued investigation of the bomb- 
ing, donate to worthy groups and channel energy into 
producing CDs of eco-music." 

On May 24, Oakland honored Bari with its second annual 
Judi Bari Day. 


^auna ( aba fa 

by Faith Walker 

Southern hairy-nosed 
wombats ( Lasiorhinus 
latifrons ) are of eminent 
size (they commonly at- 
tain 60 pounds), celeb- 
rity (they are South 
Australia’s faunal em- 
blem) and style (they have a gorgeous waddle) . Yet they keep 
secrets. These nocturnal, pussle-gutted burrowers are shy 
and nearly impossible to spy on. But luckily, they're hairy. 
For the past five years, I've literally and figuratively knelt at 
the doorstep of wombats, suspending double-sided sticky 
tape across burrow entrances, and they were kind enough to 
make hair donations as they trundled about during the 
night. DNA harbored in these hairs enabled me to identify 
individuals, and to determine their relatedness to one an- 
other and their patterns of burrow use in various habitats, 
From this, I teased out the following about wombat life. 

Unlike the overwhelming majority of mammals, male 
southern hairy-nosed wombats are homebodies, residing 
near their birthplaces their entire lives (about 30 years). 
Groups of related males live together in interconnected 
burrow systems called warrens, and close male relatives are 
even quite chummy. Females, on the other hand, venture 
forth to new subterranean villas and aren't particularly 
fond of one another, relative or not. They seem to disperse 
after raising young; bequeathing burrows to their fubsy 
bubs may be a form of maternal care, since it would be 
problematic for a young wombat to establish a burrow on 
its own. In fragmented habitat, this changes. Females are 
unable to disperse, population density increases, and fe- 
males opt to dwell with female relatives. Thus it appears 
that this buxom beauty, this waddling wonder, provides 
one of only a few studied examples of habitat fragmenta- 
tion altering a social system, which is likely a harbinger of 
extinction in many species. 

Faith recently submitted her dissertation on southern hairy- 
nosed wombats, which represents one of the largest non- 
invasive genetic studies of wild creatures. 
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announcements 


CASCADIA CALL TO ACTION 

The wildlands of the Pacific north coast need you! This 
Summer and Fall, the US Forest Service is stepping up its 
attacks on the old-growth forests of the West with salvage 
logging timber sales. The forest defense groups of Cascadia 
need people willing to do direct action, campaign support, 
public outreach, wildlands monitoring and more — and we 
need you now! 

For more information, contact Cascadia Rising, POB 
12583, Portland, OR 97212; (503) 493-7495; 
action@cascadiarising.org; www.cascadiarising.org. 

FERAL VISIONS AGAINST CIVILIZATION 

The 2nd Annual Black and Green 
Anarchist Gathering 

August 1-8 • The Southern 
Cascades of Oregon 
The gathering will focus 
on rewilding — physically, 
mentally and spiritually — in- 
cluding an introduction to 
anti-civilization thought; an 
in-depth forum for anarcho- 
primitivism and green an- 
archy; applying our visions 
to our lives; primitive skill- 
sharing; and swimming, 
hiking and foraging. 

For more information, 
contact (866) 270-1653; 
feralvisions@greenanarchy.org; www.greenanarchy.org. 

ACTIVIST TRAINING CAMP 

August 1-5 • Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio 

Our five-day, intensive training camp will cover all the 
basic and advanced skills you need to become an effective 
campus activist. Everyone will leave the camp with 
the tools necessary to fight successfully for the 
environment and social justice. 

The camp is geared toward high 
school and college students and non- 
student youth. It will cover basic orga- 
nizing, campaigns, taking action, 
anti-oppression, running effective 
meetings, and coordinator training in 
addition to networking opportunities 
and coalition building. 

Costs are on a sliding scale, up to $75. 

For more information, contact Student En- 
vironmental Action Coalition, (215) 222- 
4711; atc@seac.org; www.seac.org/atc. 

ECOTOPIA 200*+ 

August 9-23 • The Netherlands 

Hosted by European Youth for Action (EYFA), Ecotopia 


is an annual international gathering that provides a forum 
for exchanging skills and ideas, putting ecologically sus- 
tainable principles into practice and learning about envi- 
ronmental and social issues. 

The focus for Ecotopia 2004 is "Water and Bread" and 
will address basic human needs from several different 
perspectives, including agriculture and water manage- 
ment, fair trade and the expansion of the European Union. 

The Ecotopia Bike Tour (July 1-August 15) will be riding 
to the conference starting in Vienna, Austria and passing 
through the Czech Republic and Germany. Riders will 
share daily tasks and support local environmental and 
cycling groups along the way. 

For more information, contact ecotopia2004nl@eyfa.org; 
www.eyfa.org/ecotopia2004intro. 

CRIMETHINC. CONVERGENCE 

August 20-26 • Des Moines, Iowa 

Crimethlnc. is hosting a gathering in Des Moines, Iowa, 
that will include skill shares, music, direct action and a film 
festival. After the convergence, this small army of new friends 
will travel en masse to the Republican National Convention 
in New York to make sure the convention ends in total failure. 

For more info., contact heldhostage68@hotmail.com; 
www.bestplaceever.com/crimethinc. 

TWIN OAKS COMMUNITIES CONFERENCE 

September 3-6 • Virginia 

We invite people to get together and talk about inten- 
tional community of all sorts. There will be workshops and 
sharing circles, but also lots of time to just hang out, meet 
people, network and play together. 

This conference is hosted by Twin Oaks, a community of 
100 people living on farm and forestland in central Virginia. 

For more information, contact Twin Oaks Communi- 
ties Conference, 138 Twin Oaks Road, Louisa, Virginia 
23093; (540) 894-5126; conference@twinoaks.org. 

1DAPALOOZA FRUIT JAM 

September 15-21 • Tennessee 
Idapalooza is a week-long music fes- 
tival at IDA, a queer arts community 
in rural Tennessee. Come enjoy a week 
of camping, musical events, work- 
shops and jamming, which will cul- 
minate in a day-long concert on 
September 20. Hike to waterfalls, ex- 
plore caves, lounge in a hammock, 
dip in our spring-fed creek and feast 
on exquisite, home-grown, organic 
vegetarian meals. 

We suggest a donation of $25-$ 100 plus $10 a day per 
person (more if you can, less if you can't). 

For more information, contact IDA, POB 874, Smithville, 
TN 37166; (615) 597-4409; planetida@planetida.com; 
www.planetida.com. 
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ANCIENT FOREST ROADSHOW 


€|f y' - shops on the prison- 

military-industrial 
V j c £ — * complex, depleted ura- 

nium and using art as ac- 
tivism complement the music of Mental Notes and D.R. (as 
well as other rotating artists from the collective). 

For more information, contact David Rosen, 
(718) 986-4449; movementinmotion@hotmail.org; 
www.movementinmotion.org. 


BREAK THE CHAINS *18 IS OUT! 

This issue includes "The Problem with Anarchist Ego" 
by Jeff "Free" Luers; "Gender Violence and the Prison 
Industrial Complex" by Critical Resistance and Incite!/ 
Women of Color Against Violence; and "Statement on 
the Murder of Anna Mae" by the Native Youth Move- 
ment. Each issue of Break the Chaim newsletter is packed 
with info on political prisoners, prisoner resistance and 
thoughts on how we can and must eliminate the prison 
system altogether. 

Order now for four dollars postage-paid from Break the 
Chains Collective, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440; 
www.breakthechains.net. 


MIDWEST BOOKS TO PRISONERS 

We are a newly formed collective that sends much- 
needed reading materials to prisoners in the Midwest (we 
don't reject anyone). We would like you to notify your 
incarcerated contacts that we are eager to send them 
reading materials. Please ask them to send a letter with 
their requests and mailroom stipulations to Midwest Books 
to Prisoners, 1573 North Milwaukee Ave, PMB #460, Chi- 
cago, IL 60622. 
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ITHRESHOLD 

the movement magazine of the Student Environmental Action Coalition 

SEAC is a student and youth run 
and led nat'l network of progressive 5 u _ 
grassroots organizations and 
individuals whose aim is to uproot 
environmental injustices through -5£ 
action and education. We define the £ ° 
environment to include the|g- 
physical, economic, political, and 5* 

cultural conditions in which we live. ^ 5 

.0*- 


seeking independent writers ... send us your 
stories about activism, protests, feminism, life. 
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BRINGING THE: FRDNU.I HE WAR TO A Cl TV NEAR YOU... 


Speakers & Workshops 

Rod Coronado 
Ramona Africa 
Leslie Pickering 
Josh Harper 
Kevin Jonas 
Andy Stepanian 
Ashanti Alston 
Splitting the Sky 

Jeff 
M-i 

Rosa 'riiFmente 
James Spooner (Afropun| 
Crimethinc 

American Indian Moven] 
Free "Free" Now 
Green Anarchy 
and more TBA!. 


IN DKFt'NSf OF OUR 
SACRED GRANDMOTHER 

July 2004 

7-8 - New York, NY 
9-10 - Syracuse, NY 

11 - Erie, PA 

12 - Indianapolis, IN 

13 - Chicago, IL 
15 - Salt Lake City, UT 
17-18 - Los Angeles, CA 
21-22 - San Francisco, CA 
23 - Portland, OR 

24-25 - Seattle, WA 

no compromise! 


more details at: 


www.winkestleak.net 


Dead Prez - Purilicatfon - Undying - Maroon - Purified In Blood 
Rogue Nation - Resist a Exist - Tears or Gaia - Clierein 
Foekus - Abdul Sliahid - Clnher - RicanstTiicUon 
Seven Generations - Taking It Alt Back - Blood Money 
Gather - Freya a more' ! 


TICKETS - <12 per riay m advance. .CIS at tile dor - email tlCVresIstxa tr visit 


real power real people real future real party! 

August 21 & 22 


Hopland, CA 

40 miles north of Santa Rosa 

60 Workshops 
Green Marketplace 
Live Music 
Organic Food 

BRUCE COCKBURN 

S-'*»G¥ 1 l'SCf(WWTfH 

AMY GOODMAN 

-losr wmocaacyncw? 

CHARLIE HUNTER TRIO 

vsww«?a»r*ii ' 

VANOANA SHIVA 

cmossMehvsowiTO 

MICHAEL TOMS 

MWMenaciiS'MDio 

DARYL HANNAH 

WTofvEWflawivwusr 


NATUHAl HOME IM 
MOTHfR EARTH N£WS 
(MAM /BIlDfS SOUl 
MOTHER JONfS/HDMf POWfR 
AtTEBIATHOICIIE 
ttWDIMEISIQISIIIUISATIOI 
SIERRA CLUB MUTUAL FUNGS 
SMA AMERICA / IS DfSIGIS 
EBE HIKTABOS / YTISAYO BIOFUELS 
BEACOOPOWEB 


exhibit and sponsorship info: 


Miww.solfest.org 707.744.2017 

A benefit for the nonprofit Solar Living Institute 


peacesupplies.org 


POB 1212 
Tucson, AZ 85702 

Now available: 

mez&s 

SOM£-H+IN6* 
AfcOUT 
A TKAIN #7 


t-shirts, stickers, etc. 

radical & environmental 


+S&H 
Mention 
£F for 
FREE slicker 


G.W. BUSH 
TOILET PAPER 

— AND — 

Mu s£gj*e*» s 

=»*JClC T-shirts 
GOTO 8 14 

™ w PieHole.net 

OToll Free: 866.852.5891 
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SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY ECOLOGICAL BALANCE SOCIAL JUSTICE 

You want to be green, but you have questions. 

How do micro-loans help empower women in west Africa? 
Are digital voting machines really secure? Why is it that 
conservatives never seem to actually conserve anything? 

At Green Festival you'll find real answers, great food, live 
entertainment and truly guilt-free clothing. 


350 exhibits 
50 speakers 

alice walker 

author, now is the lime 
to open your heart 

william mcdonough 

green architecture pioneer 

julia butterfly hill 

circle of life 

amy goodman 

host, democracy-now! 


Live well, do good. 

September 18 & 19 

Washington dc 

Washington convention center 

november 6 & 7 

sanfrancisco 

concourse exhibition center 
to exhibit: 

877 727 2179 
www.greenfestivals.com 
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alternative 


MONKEYS NEED YOUR MONEY! 

That s right. In fact, they need $10,000 right away to 
purchase and paint the first Primate Freedom Bus. 

The 2005 Primate Freedom Tour will be the most 
visible and newsworthy event on the animal rights 
front. More and brighter buses, vans and 
advertisements will assure the greatest coverage 
and impact possible. 

Help us expose the dark and hidden world of primate 
vivisection to the light of day — to the scrutiny of the 
public eye — to the embarrassment of the lawmakers j 
who steal your money to buy more and ever increasing 
excruciating experimentation. 

I 4., ISP | I f I i tX 1 

-•••a h .. . if ■ 1 

Give the monkeys some money today, 
or give your wages to the vivisectors forever more. 

Please earmark donations for the Tour and pay to: 

Primate Freedom Project 

P.O. Box 6219 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 
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k Concerned Singles 

^ links socially conscious singles 
who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide I International 
' A// ages • Straight t Gay 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
^ Lenox Dale, MA 01242 

OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 


No Compromise is dedicated to unifying the grassroots animal 
liberation movement by providing a forum in which activists can 
exchange information, share strategy, discuss important issues 
within the movement, network with each other in an open and 
respectful environment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of No Compromise contains the latest in news from grassroots 
animal liberation organizations, Animal Liberation Front action 
updates, activist interviews, special focus sections, useful how-to 
information, and commentary. No Compromise is published 
quarterly and produced entirely by activists for activists. 

Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 Student/$20 Outside of U.S. 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infoshops. 


No Compromise 740A 14th Street #125 San Francisco, CA 94114 
831-425-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.org 
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Earth First! 

Directory 


ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 
POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 
(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 
Chuk’shon EF! 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
smartMeme project 

2940 16th St Ste 216, San Francisco, CA 
94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 
FLOR IDA 

Lake Worthless EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, IL 
60622 


POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 
(978) 688-3569 
MAINE 

People's Free Space 
POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 
peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 
MICHIGAN 
Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapo- 
lis, MN 55405 
paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, 

MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; 
onamoveearth 1 st@aol .com 
MISSOURI 
Confluence/St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 

Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 





46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

4433 ELG Rd, Efland, NC 27243 
bisonl2@wildmail.com 


azone@azone.org 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books and Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, IN 
47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 46807 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Mass EF! 

takeaction2001@hotmail.com 
Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 


Environmental Resource Center 
205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; 
buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 
Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 

Project Harmony 

216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 

(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 

Wetlands Preserve 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(212) 947-7744; 

adam@wetlandspreserve . org 

NEW IERSEY 

Green Vigilance 


NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo 
POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
OHIO 

Comer Books 

108 A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
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Cascadia Rising 

POB 12583 Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; 

forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Mazama Forest Defense 

1257 Siskiyou Blvd #1158, Ashland, OR 

97520 

(541) 482-2640 
TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 


Katuah EF!/River Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VIRGINIA 

Shenandoah EF! 

POB 1605, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@yahoo.com 


WASHINGTON 
Olympia EF! 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

Book of Green Shadows 

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, WA 

98502 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


International Contacts 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 
ef oz@earthf irst . org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540, 
Australia 

(61) 2-44-466-477 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St Laurent, 

2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3, 

Canada 

Elaho EF! 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, Nether- 
lands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim . 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6, Czech Republic 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 
carbusters@ecn.cz 
EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, Manches- 
ter M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

London Rising Tide 


www.eco-action.org 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

info@risingtide.org.uk 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, 
UK 

07751-432-240; eflondon@ziplip.com 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart, France 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 12045 

Berlin, Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 

Bihar, India 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

972 (0) 3 516 2349 

NETHERLANDS 

GroenFront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht, Nether- 
lands 

31-84-8666018 (tel/fax); groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 

City, Nigeria 

234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Philippines 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 

8000, Phillipines 

POLAND 

Citizen's Environmental Movement 


ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz, Poland 
42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082, Russia 
(8312) 34-32-80 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB, Scotland 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KY16 9Q, 

Scotland 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016, 

South Africa 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136- 

56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South 

Korea 

82-2-747-8500; 
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Wolves and 
Poodles 


A fearless, colossal wolf sinking its teeth into the 
bloody carcass of Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) to the 
17 Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) activists 
who were arrested at demonstrations during Memorial 
Day weekend. The arrests followed just days after seven 
other SHAC activists were indicted on terrorism charges 
for anti-HLS campaigning. 

Ten activists and one legal observer were arrested at a 
demonstration that took place at the home of Forrest 
Sheffy, president of J-M Pharmaceuticals, an HLS 
customer in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. 

The demonstrators were 
charged with disorderly con- 
duct, criminal conspiracy and 
harassment — all for standing 
outside Sheffy's home and calling 
attention to his bloody work. 

Two other SHACers were arrested in 
Long Island, New York, at a business dem- 
onstration, and three were arrested at a home 
demonstration in Los Angeles, California. 

The brave wolves of SHAC vow to persevere in 
their battle against HLS and refuse to be intimi- 
dated by government persecution. 

A not-taking-this-shit-anymore wolf, baring its fangs 
and ready to sink them into the first SUV tire that rolls 
by to Ashley Carpenter, who, armed with only a sharp- 
ened screwdriver, slashed 1,728 tires on 548 different 
motor vehicles. A lifetime of frustration at the way cyclists 
and pedestrians are mistreated by the car-driving majority 
coalesced one day after a car almost knocked him off the 
road and another one splashed him with a puddle. 

Before being apprehended 11 days into his spree, the 
cyclist managed to accomplish $460,000 of damage in what 
even the sentencing judge admits was an "astonishing and 
extraordinary campaign." Carpenter was sentenced to 16 
months in jail for his attempts to bring down car culture. 

A fecund, ancient mama wolf to the elm tree in 
Princeton, New Jersey, which is the progenitor of a whole 
generation of trees resistant to Dutch elm disease. In the 
1930s, Dutch elm disease wiped out 77 million elms in the 
US. Roger Halloway, a wholesale nursery supplier in At- 
lanta, Georgia, searched for years to find the tree respon- 
sible for parenting the disease-resistant trees. The tree he 
claims is the ancestor — and molecular biologists back him 
up — is about 100 feet tall and has been gracing a promi- 
nent spot in a Princeton cemetery since before the plot 
became a graveyard in 1757. 

A lone, unarmed wolf with an oily coat howling at 
the powers-that-be to the country of Venezuela, which 
recently ceased training soldiers at the US’s notorious 
Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation 
(WHISC) — better known as the School of the Americas. 


Never one to mince words, Vice President Jose Vincente 
Rangel told a delegation of US human rights activists that 
WHISC is a training school for dictators, torturers and 
terrorists. President Hugo Chavez echoed Rangel's senti- 
ments, saying, "This school has deformed the minds of 
many Latin American soldiers." 

Meanwhile, Venezuela also spurned the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and its murderous structural adjust- 
ment programs. Venezuela's Minister of Finance, Tobias 
Nobrega, rejected an IMF report that outlined "urgent 
measures" that the country needed to take to "restore 
financial stability." According to Nobrega, "Venezuela is 
overcoming its financial difficulties independently of the 
IMF, and it is doing this by applying the opposite of what 
is recommended by the well-known but limited IMF reci- 
pes." He added that Venezuela's economic successes show 
that "the whole framework and policies of the IMF can 
be dispensed with." 

A gargantuan, oozing, liver-encrusted 
poodle to California state Senator John Bur- 
ton for offering a compromise on his anti-foie 
gras bill. The bill, SB 1520, would make it 
illegal to force feed ducks to produce pate 
de foie gras. With the compromise, how- 
ever, it would not go into effect for seven 
and a half years — so that Sonoma Foie 
Gras can have enough time to explore 
other ways to inflate a duck's liver or 
close its business. 

Well, the bill passed the Senate — 
big wup. Seven and a half years of 
ducks getting food shoved down their 
throats so that rich, decrepit yuppies can 
eat a piece of flaccid, diseased liver ain't no 
victory. Hopefully, some helpful hands will reach out to 
the ducks and give them good homes. Wink, wink! 

In related news, a not-afraid-to-let-it-all-hang-out wolf 
to Sarahjane Blum, a spokesperson for GourmetCruelty.com, 
who was arrested after screening an anti-foie gras video at a 
conference at Syracuse University in New York. She was 
charged with felony burglary for the open rescue of ducks 
from the Hudson Valley Foie Gras farm in Liberty, New York. 
Blum was released the next day on bail. 

A drooling poodle tangled in dense scrub and ripped 
apart by robber crabs to the Seychelles Island Founda- 
tion, which plans to build an upscale eco-lodge on Aldabra, 
the world's largest raised coral atoll. Aldabra is home to 
thousands of giant tortoises and the world's largest terres- 
trial crabs, which climb palms and rip open coconuts with 
their pincers. The white throated rail, last surviving flight- 
less bird in the Indian Ocean, also calls this atoll home. The 
human population on Aldabra consists of 10 rangers and 
a warden who patrol for poachers. 

In efforts to raise the $500,000 the Seychelles govern- 
ment spends every year to administer the atoll, the foun- 
dation has struck upon a gloriously destructive idea: Why 
not charge rich people $2,000 a night to experience the 
wonders of Aldabra? Negotiations between the govern- 
ment and Wilderness Safaris, a South African adventure- 
travel company, are already underway. The luxury resort 
would cover an area of 50 acres. 
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May 11, 2004 


Wari, New Zealand 


Ronald McDonald is arrested for locking him- 
self to the gates of the McDonald's distribution 
center. He was protesting his employer's use of 
chicken fed with genetically engineered (GE) soy. 

On May 19, McDonald's in New Zealand announced 
a switch to non-GE chicken feed. 
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Who Says There’s 
No Truth In 
Advertising? 
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promise the Earth (and 
the humans and non- 
humans who live 
in it) to continue 
a fight worthy of 
where we're at in 
this world. 



It's tough when you wake up and 
ask yourself if you are fighting a fight 
worthy of the name resistance. When 
this happens, it's important to take a 
step back and address one's motives. 

We should 
accept the fact 
that things 
are, and have 
been, deadly 
for those not 
part of the First 
World elite, and 
that getting a good 
story in the media or 
holding the moral high 
ground isn't always the most helpful 
or healthy thing to do about it. Our 
strategies should reflect both the 
need to destroy ivory towers (in the 
physical sense and in our minds) and 
our desire for better world. 

This issue of the Journal contains 
articles featuring a wide range of tactics. 
Logging road blockades and treesits in 
the Northwest, the First Social Forum 
of the Americas in Ecuador, a slew of 
ELF and ALF activity in Utah, and a 
nationwide strike in Guatemala 
protesting land evictions. 

We all know that we have to fight on 
many fronts, in different forms. That 
being said, it's not important for 
everybody to burn down a lumberyard, 
but it is important to realize that such 
actions are happening and need 
aboveground support. Nor is it 
important for everyone to put all of 
their energy into trying to get 
politicians on "our" side. 

What is important is that people 

Corrections: In the July-August 
issue of the Earth First! Journal, we 
incorrectly edited the article "A 
Wildland Fire Tragicomedy" to give 
the impression that fire suppression 
generally causes fuel accumulation 
and subsequent uncharacteristic 
fires. The author wrote to us saying: 
"Journalists and politicians repeat 
this story ad nauseum, and it has 


That we 
base our 
decisions 
on tactics 
off of our 
desires for actual change. 

Throughout all of this work, we must 
not forget the importance of breaking 
down oppression in all its forms, working 
together, and showing solidarity. We 
must be constantly thinking about 
communication, healing, creativity and 
our relationships with all living things. 
All of these are integral toward having 
lives filled with autonomy and respect; 
they are at the heart and soul of what we 
are fighting for. 

In the words of Derrick Jensen, "Do 
what you love, do what you can, do 
what best serves your land base, we 
need it all." 

And for some, do it at night with a 
timer and fuse. 

— OSCAR 

some empirical support in some 
ponderosa forests of the southwestern 
US, but it cannot be generalized 
across the continent to other 
vegetation communities." 

Also, the photo on page 8 was 
incorrectly credited to Scott Silver. It 
was taken by Robin Silver. 

The editorial collective regrets the 
errors. 
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BY Anti-G8 

From the Asheville Global Report: "On June 10, an unknown 
number of individuals shut down access to Research Triangle Park 
(RTP), in the Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina, area to protest the 
silencing of dissent, the destruction of the environment and the 
undermining of democracy by corporate and government interests.. . . 

Signs, including a 20-by-40-foot banner, were hung over the 
Durham Freeway and 1-40 reading, 'Caution — G-8 and RTP equals 
exploitation and greed.' ... 

'"Someone had jury-rigged the arms on the railroad to come down 
and some explosive looking devices were found in the area, ' said Lt. 

Norman Blake. Three intersections were blocked this way, while 
five more intersections were blocked with steel cables.... This act of 
civil disobedience coincided with the final day of the G8 meetings 
on Sea Island in Georgia. No one was hurt in the scare, which police 
are calling a 'domestic terrorist act.’" 

There has been much talk about "autonomous action" in 
anti-capitalist cincles'since the Miami Free Trade Area of the 
Americas protests in November 2003. This action at RTP 
exemplifies this new approach to direct-action protest tactics. 

The individuals who shut down RTP that morning did not go 
to Georgia to be brutalized and repressed by massive numbers 
of police; they picked a target in another area, where such a 
disruption could benefit from the element of surprise, and 
took action without direction from a larger organizing group. 

The benefits of such an approach are clear. Since there 
was no police preparation, it was possible for this group — 
estimated by one newspaper as only three or four people — 
to accomplish disruptions that one thousand people could 
not have achieved in the occupied zone around the G8 
meetings. The action brought local attention to the global 
issues surrounding the G8. This attention would have been 
harder to draw otherwise, now that the media underreports 
anti-globalization and anti-capitalist efforts. 

This protest shut down business in one of the highest 
concentrations' of destructive corporate activity in the US. 

After an initial panic, the mainstream media maintained a 
total blackout about the event. Their mainstream reporting 
also downplayed the action's effectiveness. In one news 
report it suggested that the police and not the protesters had 
been the ones who shut down the area. This indicates a 
concern that if such tactics are publicized, they might be put 
to use by other groups. 

Participants in the anti-capitalist movement should learn from such actions. 
It can be more efficient for small groups of individuals to pick their own targets 
and act with surprise on their side than to protest in areas already entirely 
controlled by security forces. A campaign of constant autonomous action 
would force state and capital to overextend themselves, attempting to be 
prepared everywhere at all times. f 

Autonomous actions demand security and careful planning according to 
local conditions and issues; they do not take place simply as the result of 
action-calls and rhetoric. They may not be as effective as mass actions for 
soliciting mass participation in the struggle, but they can be effective in 
countering repressive state activity and striking powerful blows, thereby 
attracting attention and inspiring new participants to join the movement. 

If the much-discussed strategy of autonomous action is to become a reality, 
however, it will be because others take note of actions such as this one. 




Research Triangle Park Is host to many corporations that 
are complicit in [Hie 68’s] destructive dealings. Lockheed 
martin is one of Hie largest private beneficiaries of the 
war in Iraq; Hie Research Triangle Institute has been 
hired by the US government to set up regional and city 
governments in occupied Iraq.... Dupont ... is one of the 
top five polluters in the US. Syngenta [puts] farming 
families out of business and off their land. GlaxoSmith- 
Kline profits from the RIDS epidemic in Africa — 
Together, all these corporations are representative of the 
corporate power base that controls our world today; the 
leaders at Hie G8 meetings are only its figureheads. 

-June 10 autonomous action communique 
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Dear SFB, 

It was disappointing to read 
that the Ruckus Society aban- 
doned its tradition of vegetar- 
ian/vegan-only meals at its 
camps (see EF!J May-June 
2004). Dangerous, the prece- 
dent set when one group's (for 
example, Native Americans) 
perception of oppression is le- 
gitimized while another's (veg- 
etarians/vegans) is disregarded 
as elitist. I trust the irony of the 
consequences of alcohol as 
oppressive and those of meat 
as benign or even empowering 
was not lost on all. I support 
the policy to keep alcohol out 
of the camps in respect to Na- 
tive Americans and the long 
history of oppression it has 
caused them. And here are the 
reasons that meat, too, has no 
place in a just society. The meat 
industry does not discriminate 
in its oppression of people, ani- 
mals and the Earth. 

Oppressive consequences 
of eating meat: 

• rampant destruction of 
the world's forests to allow 
for ranching practices, most 
of which are undertaken by 
multinationals 

• negligent use of antibiot- 
ics and hormones, which 
wreak mayhem on impacted 
ecologies 

• obscene amounts of 
petrofuels used in fertilizers 
to grow the corn feed, and in 
transporting animals/meat 

• disgusting amounts of 
pollution runoff and ground- 
water pollution, particularly 
from hog farming 

• unimaginable cruelty and 
abuse of animals before and 
during slaughter 

• induced disease epidem- 
ics among confined animals 
with the dangerous potential 
of zoonosis 

• oppressive and dangerous 
work conditions and unfair 
compensations of those work- 
ing in the meat industry, coin- 
cidentally the great majority 


of whom come from tradition- 
ally oppressed populations. 

I could go on.... One final 
comment, I call bullshit on 
the position that adult people 
of color are confined to eat- 
ing what is put in front of 
them and that a meat-free 
diet is out of the lifestyle reach 
of many people. Not only are 
nutritious substitutes for meat 
widely available, but they are 
also affordable. 

If some people are willing 
to sacrifice their desire to 
drink alcohol for a few days 
for the good of the camp, so 
too should others be willing 
to suffer a little tofu. 

— Michele 

Dear Editor, 

The July-August 2003 issue 
of the Earth First! Journal fea- 
tured an article by Mel 
Youngblood proclaiming the 
need for a direct action move- 
ment to protect North Ameri- 
can wolves. I fully agree with 
this assessment and contend 
that now is a critical time for 
wolves and their supporters. 

Soon the government will 
prematurely remove all fed- 
eral protections for the gray 
wolf. Western politicians 
have made it clear that when 
that day comes, it will be 
open season on wolves. Al- 
ready dozens of wolves have 
been killed in cold blood — 
some murdered by hateful, 
misinformed individuals, 
others "destroyed" by gov- 
ernment agents as "problem 
wolves." And in Alaska, 
where wolves have virtually 
no protection at all, wolves 
are being shot from airplanes 
by trophy hunters. 

The letters and lawsuits of 
the mainstream environ- 
mental groups have failed 
to prevent these tragedies. 
What is needed now is a 
militant grassroots organi- 
zation dedicated to using 
nonviolent direct action to 


protect wolves from imme- 
diate danger while simulta- 
neously engaging in a mass 
educational campaign to 
win the support of people 
living in wolf-inhabited ar- 
eas. I am calling on EF!J read- 
ers to help launch this 
project. It can be a com- 
pletely new group or a part 
of Earth First!. I am open to 
suggestions. 

The wolf restoration move- 
ment has the potential to 
move forward dramatically, 
bringing healing and balance 
to entire ecosystems that have 
suffered from the absence of 
their top predator. But if we 
don't do something soon, 
wolf restoration will be oblit- 
erated. Future generations will 
never hear the howl of the 
wolf — that ancient, primal 
song that represents the very 
soul of wild North America. 
And I for one don't plan to let 
that song be silenced without 
one hell of a fight. If you feel 
the same way, email me at 
restorethewolf@riseup.net 
and together we will turn 
words into action. 

For the Earth, 

— Growler 

Dear SFB, 

I hope the Journal's report- 
ing of McDonald's in New 
Zealand switching to non-GE 
chicken feed (see EF!J July- 
August 2004) won't be con- 
strued by its readers as. some 
type of major victory for the 
environment — certainly not 
for the billions of non-readers 
who make up that select group 


in the world called factory- 
farmed animals. Chickens, 
whether on GE or non-GE soy 
feed, will continue to live un- 
bearably short, painful lives 
imprisoned in crowded, 
windowless, warehouse set- 
tings, with little or no room to 
move, daily breathing nox- 
ious ammonia fumes from 
their manure. Truly, their only 
salvation will come from noth- 
ing less than a no-compromise 
stance by humans in refusing 
to eat all chickens — and cows 
and pigs — today! 

— Bob Berman 

Dear Opportunists for Brains, 

The Journal doesn't usually 
cover elections much so I 
want to put in my plug: I 
never thought I would be ask- 
ing y'all to get out and vote — 
but these are critical 
times — times to think about 
the planet and planetary 
change and not about your 
stupid little country — it's not 
even a country — it's an Em- 
pire! Why not let all the occu- 
pied people vote — all one 
billion or so.... 

Especially people in Ari- 
zona, Florida, Arkansas, Mis- 
souri, Ohio, Tennessee and 
other key states — VOTE for 
the Man who has helped elect 
more leftists than anyone in 
history — and the Man who 
has helped build an armed 
resistance movement all 
across the globe — a growing 
resistant insurgency that 
threatens all of Capitalist 
Imperialism. VOTE GW 
Bush — please I am so so seri- 
ous — OK if you can't do it 
then vote Nader or not at 
all — DO THIS unless you can 
think of a way to stop the 
election — or rig up all the 
machines! Without Bush to 
guide the US down a hole, we 
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will die a slow and helpless 
death— Jihad for Bush. There 
is but One Stupid White Ty- 
rant — He IS Bush! Vote for 
Armageddon! 

— Mombasser Kassim 
Dear Folks, 

It was a great honour to 
have my poem appear in your 
wonderful journal (see EF!J 
July- August 2004). I have had 
different stories and poems 
published in many places, but 
this was the best. 

We fight against great odds. 
Humans have no idea how 
"great" a geological force we 
have become. Species after 
species, habitat after habitat, 
ecosphere after ecosphere — 
vanishing, poisoned, ren- 
dered uninhabitable. People 
become fanatical about sec- 
ond-hand smoke froih ciga- 
rettes, yet are clueless about 
exhaust pipes from vehicles. 

I am a man in my late fifties 
who has seen woodlands dis- 
appear, rivers poisoned, and 
the very air around me 
tainted; a perpetual cloud 
hangs over the city of Boston 
near which I live. 

I try to live well. I bicycle to 
work on most days or use 
public transport; I recycle; 
most of the items in my per- 
sonal office I write out of have 
been gleaned from trash days 
and clean-outs of other 
houses. Yet I too get sucked in 
and buy an occasional CD or 
a cup of coffee when 1 have 
no container to put it in and 
add to the massive amounts 
of waste materials we, as hu- 
mans, generate. 

I cut back on this, I use less 
of that. 

I was visiting New Jersey a 
few months ago due to a death 
in the family. Some of my 
relatives, all their SUVs parked 
out in the driveway of their 
second home, one in Jersey, 
one in Florida, were discuss- 
ing drilling for oil in the tun- 
dra of Alaska. Then the guy 
married to my cousin says, 
"Well, it's either us or the 
antelopes." 

Every time I hear someone 
say something like that, and I 
hear more of it than I like, I 
realize how fucked we are and 


how important the work you 
folks are doing is. 

I was an active member of 
the Kearsarge Affinity Group 
in the late 70s, which was af- 
filiated with the Clamshell Al- 
liance. I did support and direct 
action and was arrested with 
my group blocking the reactor 
pressure vessel coming into 
Seabrook nuclear power plant. 
The last event I took part in 
was Biodevastation 2000 here 
in Boston. I was a peacekeeper 
in the nonviolent action/pa- 
rade to demonstrate resistance 
to GMO companies. 

My basic philosophy is based 
on nonviolence, yet I realize 
that the lamb cannot negoti- 
ate with the wolf. Our greatest 
strength lies in our diversity. It 
is that very diversity that keeps 
our planet alive, which the cor- 
porate ecopathic machine is 
killing. Unfortunately, because 
advertising is such an effective 
means of brainwashing, the 
public feeds the machine. 

I say let the machine eat 
shrapnel. 

For the Wild, 

— Marc D. Goldfinger 


Dear Friends, 

I've received your last two 
issues, both excellent. Thanks. 

On June 18, 1 pled guilty to 
one count Destruction of Gov- 
ernment Property and five 
counts of Threatening Com- 
munications. Two of these 
"communications" went to 
Whiteman Air Force Base 
naming all their weapons as 
weapons of mass destruction 
for their effect on both the 
human population and the 
natural world. Three of the 
"communications" went to 
federal judges warning them 
that the laws of the US are 
themselves weapons of mass 
destruction since they sanc- 
tion war, environmental con- 
tamination and destruction 
(agrichemicals, deforestation, 
species extinction), abortion 
and capital punishment. 

I don't yet have a sentenc- 
ing date, but I wrote a sen- 
tencing statement, which I 
believe you can get from 
nukeresister@igc.org (I know 
it's too long to print). 

One correction for your 
next issue. Some of my sen- 


tences for the missile silo, 
bank action and previous 
letters with bullets affixed 
were concurrent and others 
consecutive, altogether to- 
taling 27 years. Thus far I 
have served more than 20 
years total, not the 18 listed. 
That 18 years, which the 
Nuclear Resister lists, was just 
for the missile silo, and ac- 
tually I still have six years 
left to go on it, which will 
follow the time I will get for 
the 2004 actions plus the 
time I will get for the viola- 
tion of the supervised re- 
lease for the bank action. 
The pre-sentence investiga- 
tor who is preparing my pre- 
sentence report said that the 
way all these sentences are 
stacking up, I won't live 
long enough to even begin 
the final five years of the 
1984 sentences. Confusing 
and not necessary for any- 
one to understand, but the 
correct figure for my time 
in prison so far is 20 years. 

Thanks for all your good 
work, 

— Helen Woodson 
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by Faith Walker 

For tropical boubous (Laniarius 
aethiopicus ) , it's all about duetting. This 
bushshrike of tropical Africa is socially 
monogamous, with 
males helping to bed- 
and-breakfast the boubou 
babies. The glue that 
keeps a pair together and 
in possession of a home 
is highly synchronized 
duets, which are note- 
worthy since, among 
birds, females rarely sing. 

Boubou pairs have a com- 
plicated and precise duet 
repertoire, which overall 
sounds like flutelike whistles, spiced with 
female snarls, buzzes and rattles. 

Of the 12 duet types, half are initi- 
ated by each sex. Initiating a duet forces 



a boubou's beau to join in, thus cir- 
cumventing illicit affairs in the dense 
foliage. Commitment between a pair is 
reflected by duet precision and by the 
amount of solo singing going on. Highly 
committed pairs rarely croon solo; 
mates are very attentive, delivering the 
appropriate response even with bugs in 
their bills. 

Duets also serve in territorial defense, 
with pairs perching 
prominently and duet- 
ting flagrantly. Their pre- 
cision, hence commit- 
ment, signals how will- 
ing they are to tussle for 
their turf. If a territorial 
dispute does occur, the 
winning pair celebrates 
with a victory duet spe- 
cially reserved for such 
an occasion. 

Thus, using duets for 
mate guarding and territorial defense, 
the tropical boubou provides a melodi- 
ous example of the evolution of a com- 
plex communication system in birds. 
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Greenpeace Meets 

Cascadia: 

A Disco Mosh 

by Tim Ream 

In the pitch dark of an early morning, a 
large, canary -yellow shipping container is 
unloaded onto a narrow logging road with a 
tremendous thud. Almost immediately, 
goggled people enter the box with a gas-pow- 
ered auger and are soon drilling a deep hole 
through the bottom, which is then fitted with 
a cemented, two-arm lockdown. 

In the forest above, a camouflaged comrade tests the 
transmitted video reception and watches remotely as the 
container is locked from the inside. Wireless email mes- 
sages are soon sent out to the world declaring an end to 
ancient forest logging. 

It is Greenpeace meets Cascadia. Literally. 

A little over a year ago, Greenpeace USA declared that 
ending commercial logging on public lands was among its 
highest priorities. Along with the 
huge Tongass rainforest of Alaska, 
the diverse conifer forest of the Kla- 
math-Siskiyou is where it chose to 
launch its new public forest cam- 
paign. It has been a great learning 
experience for everyone involved. 

Much of that experience was posi- 
tive. The forest defense community 
of southern Oregon and beyond 
welcomed new activists from around 
the US, who were brought in by 
Greenpeace for the month of ac- 
tions. Just by setting up a camp in 
the Kelsey- Whiskey Timber Sale of 
the Medford District of the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM), 

Greenpeace was able to instantly 
attract a huge amount of media and 
public attention to this threatened 
area. The action described above 
clearly met its objectives of drawing 
national attention to the logging of 
ancient forest on public lands. The local media was satu- 
rated and coverage extended around the country. 

For their part, some of the Greenpeace campaigners 
found the local milieu challenging. Overall response by 
local activists was light in this remote region without 
major population centers. Few local activists stepped up to 
take on lockdown or "high risk of arrest" roles. At their 



In a nutshell, the Greenpeace 
approach is to engage in direct 
action for the purpose of 
maximum media exposure. 
The central idea is to create 
an image or set of images, 
memes if you will, that gain 
the widest possible dispersal 
through corporate media. 
Through that exposure, 
change is sought. 


camp, Greenpeace campaigners had to deal with stubborn 
activists who wouldn't honor their elaborate climb safety 
protocols, as well as a few locals who felt that stealing 
Greenpeace equipment was an expedient means of defend- 
ing the forest. 

A major theme under exploration during the month was 
the friction between Greenpeace hierarchy and forest 
defender consensus. Greenpeace campaigners on the 
ground in Oregon worked hard to keep the process open 
wherever possible. It was a definite shift from the top- 
down Greenpeace campaigns of the 
past, and it frustrated some of their 
own activists, who were used to 
giving and taking directions. On 
the other hand, both the timing of 
actions and the tactics employed 
were dictated from afar, something 
local activists found to be discon- 
nected and disempowering. 

It became apparent to many par- 
ticipants that two distinctly different 
subcultures had come together, and 
everyone was going to have to stretch 
to make things fit. Nowhere was this 
more evident than in the way action 
styles matched ultimate goals. 

In a nutshell, the Greenpeace ap- 
proach is to engage in direct action 
for the purpose of maximum me- 
dia exposure. The central idea is to 
create an image or set of images, 
memes if you will, that gain the 
widest possible dispersal through 
corporate media. Through that exposure, change is sought. 
In comparison, it is safe to say that most Cascadia-style 
actions seek to challenge or stop some perceived wrong, 
for example public lands logging, and then to obtain or 
solicit as much media as possible for that action. If the 
distinction seems subtle on paper, it is anything but 
subtle on the ground. 
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In Cascadia, an action camp is created to attract new- 
comers and to train and inspire them to take effective 
action. For Greenpeace, an action camp is created to 
project an image that an action camp 
has been created. Greenpeace was wildly 
successful in this endeavor. 

The Greenpeace camp had two large 
geodesic domes, several arctic tents, a 
high-tech communications van, solar 
panels, a fire truck and several addi- 
tional structures all located on the very 
edge of the Kelsey-Whiskey Timber Sale. 

An elaborate treesit was constmcted close 
by. The whole camp took days to set up. 

No action camp created by Cascadians 
has ever looked a fraction as good. The 
media ate it up, and the public got the 
message loud and clear. 

But it wasn't an action camp per se. 

The domes weren't waterproof. Most 
people from Greenpeace slept on cots 
otherwise unavailable in the field. Tons, 
literally tons of expensive equipment 
were brought in or bought at superstores. 

Neither climbing nor communications 
nor groundtruthing skills were widely shared. Many people 
who attended the camp left without hiking through the 
threatened units. Actions were certainly being planned, 
but at a separate Greenpeace camp. 

But again, it looked more like an action camp than any 
action camp I have ever seen and was therefore widely 
reported as such. Interesting. 

A parallel experi- 
ence occurred with 
the road blockade 
action. That ship- 
ping container was 
the most elaborate 
blockade I have 
ever seen. Nonethe- 
less, the BLM and 
county sheriffs dis- 
mantled it by noon 
the same day, and 
the loggers went 
quickly to work. We 
left the action site 
to the sound of 
roaring chainsaws. 

Although we didn't 
really stop logging 
that day, the block- 
ade resulted in 
wider media cover- 
age than any other one-day action I have participated in. 

When packing up, Greenpeace wanted to leave the 
treesit behind. Local activists pointed out that the sit could 
easily be defeated by a cherry-picker from the road. 
Greenpeace thought that this was a fine situation, since it 
would make for such great still and video images, which 
could once again be used to tell the story of public lands 


logging around the country. Local activists, however, 
pointed out that no treesit in Oregon has been successfully 
evicted, and we didn't want to diminish the effectiveness 
of the tactic with such a precedent. In 
the end, the treesit was disassembled 
and loaded into a truck. 

All in all, it was a stunning lesson. The 
Greenpeace blockade didn't stop logging, 
but it appeared more widely in the media 
than anything we could have done alone . 
The Greenpeace camp wasn't an action 
camp but appeared in the media more 
like an action camp than anything we 
have created. The treesit wasn't really a 
treesit, but it looked more like a treesit 
than Cascadia's. 

So what's best? 1 suppose it depends 
on your worldview. If you believe that 
change happens incrementally 
through a political process that re- 
sponds to the masses, then the masses 
must be educated and agitated into 
influencing their elected officials. The 
best way to reach them is through 
mass media. Direct action is sexy 
enough to penetrate that medium. 

If you believe that most people already agree with your 
basic premises but have little influence in politics, or if you 
believe that corporate media will never really deliver your 
ultimate messages, or that meaningful change will require 
destruction of the system, not engagement in it — then you 
better get out of the office and into the woods. 

Of course, it could 
be the case that no 
single tactic or ap- 
proach is "best." That 
we all are in a process 
of learning and con- 
stantly evaluating 
our effectiveness, 
that the situation is 
in continual flux and 
demands ever-evolv- 
■§. ing tactics. If this is 
| so, then we should 
keep pushing the 
§ edge of our comfort 
g zones, risking our 
| privilege constantly 
| and communicating 
| as widely as we can 
while remaining true 
to our core messages. 
I'm glad that 
there are national news stories about the destruction of 
the last wild places, like the Klamath-Siskiyou. I'm also 
glad there are people who won't go home until the saws 
are quiet. 

Tim Ream is glad that Greenpeace came to Oregon and certain 
that he heard them promise they would be back to defend Kelsey- 
Whiskey from logging. 


Of course, it could be the 
case that no single tactic 
or approach is “best.” 
That we all are in a 
process of learning and 
constantly evaluating our 
effectiveness, that the 
situation is in continual 
flux and demands ever- 
evolving tactics. 
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State Legislature Debates While Treesitters Hold Strong 


by Jessica Lee 

As you read this, ancient trees in California are being 
mauled, toppled and sold for profit. 

On a platform 100-feet up in an old redwood that has 
lived for more than a millennium, Willow gazes out 
across the Humboldt County forest that has been 
mutilated by Maxxam/Pacific Lumber Company (PL). 

Willow and a team of local treesitters have vowed to 
protect the three remaining old-growth trees in the land 
"claimed" by the lumber 
company. Jerry, the tree 
Willow calls home, has been 
continuously occupied for 
the last two-and-a-half years. 

The fate of Jerry depends 
not only on Willow's 
presence, but on law- 
makers in Sacramento. 

Dedicated, soft spoken 
and fearless, Willow says 
that he will not descend 
until the Heritage Tree 
Preservation Act is signed 
into law. The bill, SB 754, 
would protect trees on 
private or state land if they 
sprouted before 1 850, the year California 
became a state. Protected species would 
include large hardwoods, redwoods, 
giant sequoias, Douglas firs and Port 
Orford cedars. The trees could only be cut 
in proven emergency situations. 

Only three percent of California's 
original ancient forests remain intact, with 
one third of that rooted on non-federal 
land. Susan Moloney, of the Citizens' 

Campaign for Old-Growth Preservation 
(CFOG) estimates that the bill could save 
hundreds of thousands of trees from the 
ax. CFOG, a coalition of religious, environ- 
mental and business groups has been 
working on the bill for several years. 

The bill passed the Committee on Natural 
Resources in June and has been resting in the 
hands of the Committee on Appropriations 
since August 4. From there, it will be sent to 
the floor of the California State Assembly. If passed, it is 
then up to Governor Schwarzenegger to sign the bill into 
law, which would take effect on January 1. 

Moloney personalized the fight to save the world's 
oldest living organisms when she sat on the steps of 
the state capitol in Sacramento in 2002 and fasted for 
52 days to force then-Governor Gray Davis to keep his 


campaign promise to protect the trees. In late July, 
treesitters throughout California committed to a juice 
and herbal tea fast for nearly two weeks to bring 
attention to the rate at which the trees are being cut. 

While big name stars including Pierce Brosnan, Martin 
Sheen, Bonnie Raitt and No Doubt have stepped into eco- 
politics and publicly advocated saving the old-growth 
forests, only the direct-action treesitters have opted to 
put their bodies between the saws and the trees. 

"If treesitters weren't up here, the company could 

probably liquidate the 
forest and turn it into a 
tree farm. We aren't going 
to let them get away 
with it," said Willow 
in a cellular phone 
interview from Jerry. 

"I have a huge affinity 
[for the activists] doing 
the direct action part 
of this campaign," 
Moloney said. 

But in Sacramento, 
politics transforms acti- 
vists into well-dressed 
politicians. 

"The lawmakers do 
not have empathy for eco- 
defenders who put their lives on the 
line," Moloney said. "When I dress up 
and lobby, I can't talk about EF! actions 
... it sucks. I feel like [I have] to be a 
chameleon to go from one world to 
another, from the direct action to the 
legal arena. [Politicians] have a tainted 
opinion of what direct action and EF! is 
like, and in Sacramento that doesn't help. " 

While lawmakers go about policy as 
usual, Willow hasn't touched ground since 
he ascended Jerry on November 11, 2003. 

"This is a nonviolent direct action," 
Willow said. "To stay up and not touch 
ground is a more potent way of protest. I am 
up here to educate people what's going in 
the world's only old-growth redwood forest. " 

Willow, from his platform, overlooks the 
clearcut patches of forests where 16 of the 
ancient trees have been cut by PL. During Spring 2003, 
22 treesits attempted to save the trees. Now only three 
remain (see EF!J May-June 2003). 

Since his ascent, Willow has witnessed more than 
the attack on ancient trees; he has seen an assault on 
an entire ecosystem, from clearcuts to mudslides. 
Willow cried the first time he witnessed a clearcut. 
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"You can hear the saws going and they are really loud, 
and then they stop. The tree starts to moan and 
finally you hear the crack of its spine and the sonic 
boom of it hitting the forest floor,” Willow said. 

Although deeply affected by the cutting of trees, 
Willow stresses that North Coast Earth First! (NCEF!) is 
not anti-job or anti-logging. Before Maxxam bought 
Pacific Lumber in 1985, the company rotated watersheds 
when harvesting trees, did not clearcut or use herbicides 
and also abstained from cutting on steep slopes. 

Maxxam's change of company policies rapidly 
intensified the impact that logging was having on the 
20,000-acre Freshwater Watershed. Extensive cutting 
on steep slopes has caused large mudslides, carrying off 
valuable soils needed by the forest. Eroded sediment 
has now filled Freshwater streams up to eight feet in 
some places, increasing the frequency of floods in the 
town of Freshwater. 

Since Schwarzenegger took office, Ruthanne Schulte 
and Jim Branham, two PL employees, have accepted 
positions within the California Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

"How convenient that PL, which has violated over 
600 environmental laws in the last decade, can swap 
workers for favors at the state level," said Remedy, a 
NCEFIer who sat in Jerry for nearly a year and was 
forcefully extracted by PL in March, 2003. 

While The Heritage Tree Preservation Act creeps 
through the legislative process, Willow and other 
treesitters remain in Jerry, Everlasting Life and Anastasia. 

Remedy is still fighting a SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuit 
Against Public Participation) lawsuit against her and 
others, and hopes that the bill won't be stalled much 
longer. "This is a very important bill that that has been 
a long time coming. ... In the meantime, trees are being 
cut down," she said. 

Since being trimmed by the 
loggers more than a year ago, 

Jerry has begun to sprout new 
growth and perhaps one day will 
tout the long strands of lichen 
that once looked like the beard of 
Jerry Garcia. 

Treesitters are requesting food 
(Willow loves dried mangos and 
olives), ropes, other donations and 
legal help. For those wanting to 
ascend to the next level, additional 
treesitters are needed now! 

For more information, contact 
North Coast EF!, POB 219, Bayside, 

CA 95524; (707) 825-6598; 
shunka_2004@yahoo.com; 
www.northcoastearthfirst.org. 

Jessica Lee is a freelance writer in 
Tucson, Arizona, who loves chasing 
Sonoran thunderstorms in the 
beautiful desert. 


North Coasters Blockade 
Maxxam Operations 

BY EMRYS 

North Coast Earth Firstlers staged two roadblocks on 
July 27, targeting routes used by Maxxam/Pacific Lumber 
Company (PL) to slay and remove old-growth trees in 
the Mattole River watershed in California . The following 
day, a treesit village was constructed to further hinder 
the loggers' progress. 

The Heritage Tree Preservation Act, which is currently 
before the California Assembly Appropriation 
Committee, would preserve trees more than 254 years 
old on non-federal land, which contains one-third of 
California's remaining old-growth forest. But while 
the legislation moseys through the political process, 
forest defenders remain on the frontlines to hold the 
loggers at bay. 

"We can't afford to wait for legislation that takes effect 
after forests are gone," yelled a treesitter from her occupied 
Douglas fir. "We support the Heritage Tree Bill but need 
to protect the old growth being cut today." 

Sitters expect to inhabit the tree villageuntil the bill is 
passed, which would provide protection to the trees that 
PL plans to haul away. Logging in the Mattole has consisted 
of scattered clearcuts, many on steep mountain slopes. 
This has generated unnatural erosion, which is clogging 
the Mattole River and threatening salmon runs. 

On August 5, activists blocked two tree-laden logging 
trucks in front of the Humboldt County Courthouse 
in Eureka. Two people climbed on top of one of the 
trucks to display signs and banners condemning PL's 
operations. Protesters offered passing motorists 
literature explaining the devastation caused by logging. 
The activists demanded that PL stop clearcutting, 
logging on steep slopes, cutting old-growth trees and 
spraying herbicides. 



Willow poses next to a small fem garden growing in a scar left by a lightning strike on Jerry. 
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“Save Some Old tfjiees!” 

The Down-Sized Message of Northwest Enviros 


by Tim Ream 

The Northwest forest movement has completely lost its 
way, and the evidence is everywhere. 

In the late '90s, the vision for the forests of the Pacific 
Northwest was clear. These amazing ecosystems were cen- 
tered on federal lands and being destroyed by commercial 
extraction. Stopping commercial extraction on public lands 
was the unifying message generated by the grassroots move- 
ment for protecting the forests of the Northwest. It drove the 
actions of everyone from Earth 
Firstlers to the Sierra Club. We 
knew what we wanted, and 
we fought hard to get it. 

"Save the Poster Child!" 

With George Bush newly 
elected, the analysis of many 
in the forest protection move- 
ment in early 2001 was that 
forest watch efforts had al- 
most run their course. The 
fantastic work of those who 
groundtruth, appeal and sue 
was about to come to an end, 
and suddenly the national 
forests would be thrown open 
to unprecedented logging at 
the hands of Bush. People were 
clearly afraid, and from that 
fear the Old Growth Cam- 
paign was born. 

The Old Growth Campaign 
was founded on the quixotic 
notion that we could get Bush 
and the Republican-controlled 
Congress to produce legislation 
putting Northwest old-growth 
forests off-limits to logging. The campaign partners aban- 
doned the practice of calling for an end to the entire federal 
timber sale program throughout the country. The focus was 
instead shifted to big, old trees on the west side of the Cascades. 

At that time, the Journal noted the folly of the approach (see 
EF!J September-October 2001). Why not maintain national 
unity around protecting forests everywhere? Why not ask for 
what we want and what the ecosystems need for integrity? 
Why not realize the impossibility of a good Republican forest 
bill and instead focus all efforts toward holding onto the 
protections we had in the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan? 

Three years later, the results are in. We have lost the Survey 
and Manage Program and the Aquatic Conservation Strategy 
without most citizens ever understanding what they were. 
Senator Ron Wyden, a Democrat from Oregon, obtained the 


cover he needed to support Bush's Healthy Forest Restoration 
Act. Grassroots activists no longer talk about ending logging 
on public land. The Eugene, Oregon-based Cascadia Wild- 
lands Project has recently endorsed a bill by Oregon Repre- 
sentative Peter DeFazio — another Democrat— that will "save 
the old growth" while tripling national forest logging. All the 
while, the Bush administration's rate of ancient forest logging 
has remained on par with Clinton-era logging. 

You might think that hindsight would lead to a little 
foresight in the current timeframe. 

Supporting "Our 
Friends" in Congress 

Despite Wyden's efforts to 
stick a knife in the backs of 
enviros whenever he gets the 
chance, many allies are lining 
up and turning around for the 
next jab. Ah, the promise of 
"Wilderness." 

Wilderness is the Holy Grail 
of forest activism. Once an 
area is declared Wilderness, it 
is about as "saved" as it can 
get. A meticulous job of in- 
ventorying Northwest Wilder- 
ness candidate areas has been 
underway for several years. 
This has created an important 
database, helping define what 
needs protection. 

The problem is, you gener- 
ally don't get a Wilderness bill 
passed in Congress without 
both of a state's senators in 
agreement about the bill and 
a president who is willing to 
let a bill pass without veto. 
Despite these obviously overwhelming obstacles in the cur- 
rent political situation, enviros have been working hard with 
Wyden to introduce a Wilderness bill. 

Enviros wanted a big bill covering many areas in Oregon. 
Wyden said no. OK, enviros wanted a bill that would include 
several areas in Oregon. Wyden said no. OK, enviros wanted 
a clean bill that just proposes Wilderness. Wyden said no. OK, 
enviros wanted a bill that doesn't actually increase the 
amount of overall logging. Wyden said no and released a Mt. 
Hood Wilderness recreation bill for Portland yuppies that 
reduces protections for other areas and increases the amount 
of logging around Mt. Hood. 

Our visionless movement responded in June by largely 
sitting silent, afraid to criticize our friend, the senator, in an 
election year. 
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Pass the Biscuits 

Back in 1994, the Northwest Forest Plan created an 
imaginary forest called a "Late Successional Reserve" (LSR). 
It was an area that was supposed to be off-limits to logging. 
What was passed over by legal protections, and therefore 
available for logging, was called "the matrix." This in- 
cludes areas where ancient forest logging is allowed if 
adequate screens to protect ecosystems can be met. When 
you hear about a campaign to stop an ancient forest timber 
sale in the Northwest, it is generally a campaign to stop a 
sale in the matrix. 

There are a couple of problems with this scheme. 
Despite these protections, Northwest ecosystems con- 
tinue to show declines in key indicator species. Spotted 
owls, for example, have declined an average of four 
percent in each of the last 10 years. Matrix forest is often 
some of the most valuable ecosystem left in an area, the 
seeds to future restora- 
tion. Cutting it is not jus- 
tified. Moreover, the LSR 
is not really off-limits to 
logging, given that little 
loophole known as "sal- 
vage logging/' That's 
right, under some cir- 
cumstances, companies 
can go into LSR after a 
natural fire and turn the 
ecosystem — which is 
supposed to be a reserve 
for ancient forests — into a tree plantation. 

Before the 500,000-acre Biscuit fire in southwest Oregon 
in Summer 2002 had cooled, the Bush administration was 
already plotting to log in LSRs. Enviros knew this. Their 
response? They immediately began trying to figure out 
which ancient forest areas they could give up in the matrix 
to keep Bush out of LSR. 

Unfortunately, the timber industry is driven by its own 
clear vision: It wants to convert every acre of public land to 
plantation. And it has a strategy: use the threat of fire and 
post-fire situations to justify logging and planting in oth- 
erwise off-limits areas. The timber industry does not sit 
down and figure out how to compromise with enviros. It 
asks for everything and settles for as much as it can get. 

While enviros were figuring out what to give away, the 
Bush people were figuring out how to ask for more. At 
Biscuit, they went for inventoried roadless areas too. Lack- 
ing clear vision, enviros again acted out of fear. 

The US Forest Service's first move on the Biscuit playing 
field since its official decision to salvage log has been 
the declaration of eleven "emergency" timber sales: 
six LSR, five matrix (see £T//January-February 2004). 

A total of nine different environmental groups of all 
stripes have sued to stop the LSR sales. Not one has 
taken action to stop the five matrix sales, totaling 
more than 1,000 acres, all in ancient forest, all part of 
the largest complex of wildlands on the West Coast. 

Further, the enviro coalition media team has de- 
cided that the movement should try to duck the issue 
of fire. Instead of talking about fire as natural and 
ancient forest logging as wrong, an enviro plan to log 


25 million board-feet of timber became the media center- 
piece. That plan, which included fairly stringent screens 
and was spread over 500,000 acres, is not as horrible as it 
sounds. The problem, of course, is the precedent. 

Enviros have signaled that they are in favor of some 
logging of ancient forest at Biscuit. Our side said 25 million 
board feet. Bush said 500 million. Now it has become a 
question of where the deal gets settled, and it doesn't look 
good for a number of precious places. 

Forest Politics or a Political Forest? 

How can we reclaim a unifying vision for the Northwest 
forest movement? A good starting point might be checking 
in with the Earth. 

Our vision for the forests must be one of sustainability at 
the very least. If Northwest species are becoming extinct or 
extirpated as a result of forest management practices, those 

practices must be targeted 
for change. That much 
seems obvious. 

Trusted scientists are 
telling us that very 
large blocks of mostly 
unmanaged ecosystems, 
buffered and connected 
to other such blocks, are 
the only way to prevent 
widespread extinction, 
especially given impend- 
ing threats like climate 
change. Truly defending the forests of the Northwest 
means removing the commercial incentives for govern- 
ment management activities across the major portion of 
public lands here. 

This vision runs directly counter, of course, to industry 
and agency approaches, which seek to have a role in the 
management of forests nearly everywhere. Without man- 
agement activities, there is no commercial extraction. With- 
out management activities there is little 
rationale for sizable agency budgets. 

Everyone who has worked closely 
with federal land management 
agencies knows that 
they seek nearly every 
continued on next page 


Asking to protect only half the forest 
has been far too successful. We 
protected the half still remaining, 
halfway, till it was a quarter. The 
quarter half-protected became 
the eighth. 
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continued from previous page 
excuse possible to justify management and commercial 
extraction. Every loophole is exploited. With every inch 
they gain, they grab for miles more. 

For ecological reasons, most of the public forest of the 
Northwest needs to be put off-lim- 
its to logging. Simply protecting 
old trees will not save the lynx or 
wolverine, let alone bring back the 
wolf or grizzly. For reasons of expe- 
diency, leaving some areas open to 
commercial extraction invites a 
never-ending battle over exactly 
where the line should be drawn. 

Asking to protect only half the 
forest has been far too successful. 

We protected the half still remain- 
ing, halfway, till it was a quarter. 

The quarter half-protected became 
the eighth. 

Nothing short of an end to the 
federal timber sale program will 
protect Northwest species on the 
brink. Polls indicate that the ma- 
jority of Americans want just that. 

How can environmental groups 
ask for any less? How can na- 
tional and grassroots environmen- 
tal groups be to the right of the 
American public on forest issues?! 


Can one imagine an antislavery group that fought for 
fewer whippings? How about suffragettes asking for 
three-fifths of a vote for women? Would people rather 
unite behind an abolition of the USA PATRIOT Act or a 
rewrite of several clauses? 

Shall we fight to protect every 
acre of our public land from profi- 
teering, or should we seek to pro- 
tect trees over a certain age? Shall 
we condemn a senator who uses 
a Wilderness bill to increase log- 
ging or should we sit quietly? 
Shall we stop salvage logging on 
every acre of ancient forest or 
shall we trade away some places 
according to their current admin- 
istrative designations? 

Do we want to win, or are we so 
beaten and afraid that we will con- 
tinue to settle for the hope that we 
can arrange to lose a little less? 
We really can end the federal 
| timber sale program in the next 
§• four years. The first step, of course, 
S is to agree that that's our vision, 
| and say so from now on. 

| Tim Ream is a radical, just like the 

5 more than 1 00 members of Congress 
who have endorsed legislation to end 
the federal timber sale program. 



System Strong-Arms Biscuit Defenders 


by Nuthatch 

In the timber counties of Oregon, justice remains a two- 
tiered system. But Charlie Steak, district attorney in Gold 
Beach, is taking civil rights violations into new territory. 

In late July, activists erected a road blockade of the Indi 
Timber Sale, the first "salvage" sale auctioned off in the 
Biscuit Burn. A series of rope loops attached to a suspended 
platform cut off access to logging equipment being used to 
destroy ancient forest under the guise of "hazard-tree 
removal.” After three days, the woman in the 75-foot-high 
pod was lowered using a 13-vehicle law enforcement 
caravan. Cops offered other folks on the scene an oppor- 
tunity to get their gear from behind police lines and then 
arrested three of them for being there. 

Steak charged the four arrestees with Class A misde- 
meanors, "Interfering with an Agricultural Operation." 
No one has ever been tried and convicted of this crime. 
Bail was then set at $10,000 — four times the normal 
Class A amount. 

Three arrestees stayed in jail for a week, with one 
woman's bail doubling to $20,000 for a recent Greenpeace 
action arrest. All four were forced to sign agreements 
making their presence on public lands illegal, a literal 
impossibility in Southern Oregon and a requirement 


known to be unconstitutional in the US. One woman is 
required to stay in Gold Beach, a town of 2,000 people, 
for a month and check in with the court daily. A teenager 
who was arrested at the action had his bail dropped and 
then reinstated. 

What is Steak so afraid of that he has to abuse people 
who care about forests? 

My guess is that he knows a serious direct-action move- 
ment is gearing up against any and all logging in the 
Biscuit Burn, and he is trying to scare it off. 

During the first month since the US Forest Service 
announced its decision to salvage log, it has only managed 
to offer one contract at Biscuit, to a small mill from out of 
the area. The Indi Timber Sale is near the headwaters of the 
90-percent-intact Indigo Creek watershed, a prime salmon 
tributary. The project area has wilderness on two sides, 
inventoried roadless areas on three and is surrounded by 
ancient forest reserves. 

For the rivers and for the forests, still healthy after a 
natural mosaic burn, Wild Siskiyou Action has vowed to 
stop small-time, ancient-forest capitalists from making a 
million by betting on the destruction of a healthy, remote 
place. Big time or small time, nobody gets to profit from 
intact ecosystems in the Biscuit. 

To stay up-to-date on the Biscuit, visito2collective.org. 
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Free the Klamath River, Bring Down the Dams: 
Tribes Stage Protests for Wild Salmon 


by Klamath Salmon Action Network 

In a global economy — in which international corpora- 
tions can "own" a river thousands of miles away — there 
is a need for a global fight against exploitation. In 
California and Oregon, a complex of six dams on the 
Klamath River is owned and operated by PacificCorp, a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of Scottish Power, which is the 
14th largest corporation in the world. The dams prevent 
salmon from traveling upstream to their spawning habi- 
tat, but Scottish Power claims that removing the dams or 
building fish ladders is not economical. Instead, Scottish 
Power is beginning the dam relicensing process, which 
it must do every 50 years. 

So on July 1 7, while right- 
wingers and environmen- 
talists in Oregon dueled at 
a Congressional hearing on 
the Endangered Species 
Act, fishers and members 
of the Hoopa, Yurok, 

Karuk, Klamath and 
Modoc tribes from along 
the 400-mile-long Klamath 
River took their case to 
Scottish Power headquar- 
ters in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. Their message was 
simple: We will not be ig- 
nored any longer. Bring 
down the dams, save the 
Klamath Salmon. 

Leaf Hillman, a member 
of the Karuk Tribe, said, 

"We came hereto send a message to Scottish Power.... We 
will travel to the ends of the Earth to accomplish our goal 
and bring the salmon home." 

Over the course of a week and a half, the salmon 
advocates met with the Scottish Parliament, held a 
salmon bake at Scottish Power headquarters, won over 
the Scottish media and public, and brought their mes- 
sage to Scottish Power's board of directors. The advo- 
cates told how Scottish Power has ignored scientific 
recommendations for years on how to use the relicensing 
process to stop the dams from killing fish. These kills are 
destroying not just wild salmon but lamprey, sturgeon, 
local communities and a way of life. The tribes re- 
counted that none of their recommendations have been 
heard. They told the story of a genocide that continues 
in California and Oregon as elders die from diet-related 
ailments. They told of devastation to fishing communi- 
ties — and Scotland heard them. 

A reporter from the mainstream news program Scot- 
land Today said, "Scottish Power can't be in much doubt 
now as to how much this means to these passionate and 
spiritual people, but if this protest doesn’t convince 


them then history certainly should, because when Native 
Americans say they are prepared to fight, they mean it." 

Back in the US, locals and environmentalists brought 
the fight for the Klamath salmon to ground zero — 
Klamath Falls, Oregon. 

Klamath Falls is not friendly territory, and the pros- 
pect of protesting an anti-fish meeting and rally in one 
of the most right-leaning towns in the western US did 
not bring many environmentalists running. Their fear is 
not without cause. In 2001, Klamath Falls hosted a 
bucket brigade in which right-wing politicians and 15,000 
protesters stole water from the Klamath River. They also 
monkeywrenched open the flood gates to the Klamath 

Water Project to protest 
water-use restrictions for 
farmers, which were en- 
acted in response to an 
endangered species crisis. 
Soon after, the Bush ad- 
ministration "fixed" the 
problem with a 10-year 
plan. The next year, up to 
60,000 wild salmon — half 
the run — died before 
spawning. The fishing 
and recreation industries 
and tribal subsistence 
| were devastated. 

» The meeting in Kla- 
| math Falls was meant to 
§ ensure that silly things 
like science and laws 
won't be used again to 
deny water to farmers. 
Only one representative for all five Klamath tribes was 
allowed to speak in this gross display of injustice. 

In a response to this one-sided testimony, more than 150 
tribal members and environmental supporters from through- 
out the Klamath region marched through downtown to tribal 
drumming and songs before crashing the anti-fish rally, 
which included its own cavalry, giant bucket and loaded 
logging truck. Salmon advocates urged lawmakers to consider 
the economic and cultural impacts of salmon extinction to all 
of the downriver and Native American communities. Locals 
could not remember the last time Native people and environ- 
mentalists rallied together in Klamath Falls in such numbers. 

There have been few times in history that so much world 
attention has focused on the health of a western river. The 
Klamath salmon run, one of the healthiest in the lower 48, 
does not have long in this world if something doesn't 
change soon. Actions for the salmon and people of the 
Klamath will continue. September marks two years since 
the first big fish kill, and a day of action is planned. Please 
join us in bringing down the dams and freeing the river. 

For more information, contact the Klamath Salmon Action 
Network, (541) 951-0126; salmonaction@cascadiarising.org. 
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Japanese on the take in Tuvalu 
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ot luvalu, ruining the 
catch for local fishermen. 

In a recent Associated Press (AP) ar- 
ticle, a Tuvalu fisherman named 
Tanemuga Tenae lamented that fish- 
ing is bad. "Too many boats! Too many 
Japanese boats!" he shouted. 

"There's a lot less fish than when I 
started 1 5 years ago, " fisherman Soloseni 
Penitusi told the AP reporter on Funafuti 
Atoll, Tuvalu, a strip of sand and coral in 
the remote mid-Pacific. Yet when asked 
if the government should stop issuing 
licenses to foreign fishing boats, Penitusi 
replied, "No, I can't say that. We need 
that money." 


The small island 
nations of the Pacific and 
Indian Oceans are selling out 
their futures to large industrial fish- 
ing nations and depleting the Pacific 
of fish. 

Yes, the money is needed. Of course it 
is needed. These countries do not have 
the resources or the means to afford the 
materialistic economies and the culture 
of Westernized nations. So they have 
resurrected the same attitude of cargo 
culturalization that impoverished their 
societies more than a century ago. 

But now more than just culture is at 
stake. The island nations are pawns in 
the vicious global assault upon the last 
of the world's once bountiful fish and 


whale species. The 
great tragedy is that 
those who exploit our 
oceans make such awesome 
profits doing it, they can afford 
the incredible extraction technologies 
required and can afford to buy off 
those who don't have such efficient 
means of stripping the sea of life. 

Until recently, the only thing pro- 
tecting fish and other sea life has been 
the legal sanctity of territoriality, and 
that is now available to the highest 
bidder — Japan. 

Indentured Servitude 

Tuvalu has not just sold out its fish- 
eries to Japan. Along with nations like 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Vanatu and 
Grenada, Tuvalu has become just an- 
other Japanese vassal. It has been in- 
dentured to serve as a vote for Japanese 
schemes to resurrect whaling and to 
expand Japan's oceanic plundering. 



And so in July, Tuvalu took a seat for 
the first time at the table of the Interna- 
tional Whaling Commission, which re- 
cently convened in Sorrento, Italy. 
Tuvalu's membership dues were paid by 
Japan, and Tuvalu's representatives 
knew just how to vote . Without hesita- 
tion or apparent shame, they parroted 
whatever Japan wanted. 

There are some countries that still 
uphold ecological values. The 
Marshall Islands, for example, have 
expressed concern that resources 
must be protected. But then the 
Marshall Islands are a pseudo-colony 
of the US, and they can afford to be 
seen as more concerned. 

Yet even nations that sell out like 
Tuvalu are getting mere coins out of 
the deal. The sale of fishing rights is 
now funding 20 percent of the Tuvalu 
economy, but that works out to only 
one cent per kilogram of fish extracted 
by foreign fleets. The Pacific and In- 
dian Oceans are being invaded by an 
armada of foreign ships in an insatiable 
quest for tuna, squid, shark fins, 
toothfish and pretty much any seafood 
that people want to eat in Tokyo, Paris, 
Taipei or New York. 

New licensing deals have allowed for 
ships from the European Union to join 
the more than 1,000 Asian and US 
boats already plundering the fish in the 
Pacific nations' 200-mile-wide eco- 
nomic zones — those millions of square 
miles of sea that are encompassed in 
the so-called sovereignty of these scat- 
tered island nations. 

These nations are the reason that 
the Pacific will be stripped of life. 
They lack the integrity to protect their 
natural treasures, not because of need 
but because of greed — and the desire 
to turn paradise into a materialistic 
hell. They can be bought, and they 
are being bought cheap. 

For less than a penny on the dollar, the 
islanders are selling off the right to life of 
the fish of the sea. And the fish most 
sought after right now are the tuna. 

Vanishing Tuna 

The massive ships invading the Pa- 
cific are the longliners and the purse 
seiners. Their prime targets are the 
yellowfin and skipjack tuna, whose 
numbers continue to plummet as their 
sleek, fast, powerful bodies are caught, 
ground up and stuffed into cans for 
cats and people. 


A decade ago the cry was to save the 
dolphins from the tuna nets. Now we 
must save the tuna from the tuna nets. 

In the Pacific there are four species 
of tuna under constant stress from 
fishing. The bigeyes average 40 pounds 
and are a favorite in Japanese sushi 
restaurants. They are already consid- 
ered to be severely overfished. The 
yellowfin, averaging 26 pounds, are 
on the decline. The albacore, which 
are considered the prime white tuna, 
average 20 pounds and have been se- 
verely depleted in many areas. The 
skipjacks are the favorite for canning, 
and three billion pounds of this fish 
are sold each year as cheap tuna. At an 
average size of only seven pounds, 
that means that more than 719 mil- 
lion skipjacks are caught annually. 
There is no way this can be described 
as a sustainable fishery. 

The tuna fisheries are crashing, and 
the response from fishing nations has 
been to build more boats and catch 
even more fish. The lust for consump- 
tion is winning out over the rational 
need for conservation. 

The sad reality is that these island 
nations have the legal and political 
power to protect tuna and other fish. 
They could all have a sustainable fishery 
for centuries to come by simply keeping 
the big nations out. If the Japanese want 
to eat Tuvalu fish, they can travel to the 
island, stay in a hotel and eat the fish in 
a local restaurant. That would benefit 
the Tuvalu economy. 

But the present system will see the 
tuna fishery crash in just a few years and 
within a decade, the people of Tuvalu 
will have no more hand-outs from Ja- 
pan and no more fish. They will be 
severely impoverished. 

But not to worry, the Japanese have a 
plan. After they kill off the whales in 
Antarctica, they anticipate large har- 
vests of the oceanic krill that the whales 
won't be around to eat. They intend to 
process this krill into a protein base to 
sell to Third World nations. 

And thus Tuvalu islanders will be able 
to sit down to a meal of coconut, poi and 
protein krill paste, conveniently sup- 
plied from a toothpaste-type tube. Or 
they could just buy a Happy Meal — that 
is, if they have any savings left. 

For more information, contact the 
Sea Shepherd Conservation Society; 
(360) 370-5650; (360) 370-5651 (fax); 
www.seashepherd.org. 
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Endangered Species Act 
Weakened 

On July 2 1, the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act received a blow when the 
House Resources Committee 
voted to approve the "Critical 
Habitat Reform Act of 2003." The 
new legislation, if passed by Con- 
gress, would require critical habi- 
tat designations to consider "the 
direct, indirect and cumulative 
economic impacts of the designa- 
tion, including consideration of 
lost revenues to landowners." The 
act is sponsored by California Rep- 
resentative Dennis Cardoza, who 
cited the interests of California 
agriculture and ranching as the 
driving force behind the bill. 

The committee also passed an- 
other bill, which restricts the use of 
statistical methods to assess the 
need for species protection. Al- 
though the "Sound Science for En- 
dangered Species Act Planning Act" 
requires that more emphasis be 
put on peer-reviewed science and 
data, it will further slow the listing 
process, jeopardizing species that 
need immediate protection. 

Mohave Desert Off-Roading 

On July 2, off-road vehicles got 
a green light from the US Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) with 
its decision to keep trails on 91 
percent of a 1.3 million-acre por- 
tion of the Mohave Desert open 
tooff-roaders. Although the BLM 
contends that its plan will stop or 
limit access to nesting sites and 
other crucial areas, critics say that 
the BLM does not have enough 
funds to close and rehabilitate 
trails, many of which were estab- 
lished illegally to begin with. 

"They're rewarding past illegal 
behavior by throwing this area 
open to intensive, destructive off- 
roading,” said Daniel Patterson, 
desert ecologist for the Center for 
Biological Diversity. 

The land is home to the desert 
tortoise, the southwestern willow 
flycatcher and the Bell's verio. 
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Transforming Dreams into Reality 

The Struggle for Vieques Continues 


by Robert Rabin 

On May 1, the people of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, celebrated the first anniver- 
sary of the end of the US Navy's bom- 
bardment of our land (See EF!J 
July- August 2003). After more than half 
a century of the US military's horribly 
destructive presence on Vieques, we cel- 
ebrated 365 days without bombing and 
without the continued accumulation of 
military toxins that we believe to be 
responsible for our high rates of cancer. 
Music, vigils, prayer, ecumenical 
acts, poetry, folkloric dance and 
movies were the principal ingredi- 
ents of the weekend's celebrations. 

The Committee for the Rescue 
and Development of Vieques 
(CRDV) used the occasion to em- 
phasize the need to continue the 
struggle for decontamination and 
the return of the people's lands, 
as well as for the democratic, sus- 
tainable development of Vieques. 

On April 30, Viequenses picketed 
in front of the former entrance to 
the US Navy's bombing range at 
Camp Garcia, which is now con- 
trolled by the US Fish and Wild- 
life Service (FWS). The new chants: 

"Elios tienen nuestras playas, Fish 
and Wildlife que se vaya" (They 
control all our land, Fish and Wild- 
life go away) and "No queremos 
guardarraya, Fish and Wildlife que 
se vaya" (We don't want any more 
fences, Fish and Wildlife go away). 

When military bases close, the 
US government often transfers contami- 
nated lands to FWS in order to "con- 
serve military contaminations." FWS's 
mission in Vieques is conservation with 
strict limitations on social use. Because 
of this, environmental cleanup will be 
minimal. Bird watching, for instance, 
mandates a soil cleanup only a few 
inches deep, whereas land for housing, 
schools and ecotourism requires a 
cleanup several feet deep. Our demands 
for sustainable development focusing 
on housing, schools, hospitals and tour- 
ism projects are not being met. 

FWS claims that it is "taking care" of 
the natural resources of Vieques, includ- 
Page 16 Earth First! M abort 2004 


ing endangered wildlife. Yet it is prepar- 
ing a land management plan without 
consulting the local community. We are 
demanding genuine community partici- 
pation in this and all related matters. 

Recently published congressional 
documents describe Navy plans for a 
superficial clean up and the fencing 
off — forever — of the most heavily con- 
taminated areas. We demand an envi- 
ronmental clean up of all of Vieques to 
levels necessary for future projects of 
housing, education and tourism. Thou- 


sands of unexploded bombs, dangerous 
amounts of heavy metals, unexploded 
depleted uranium projectiles and ura- 
nium oxides are part of the poisonous 
legacy of 60 years of US militarism. We 
won't rest until it's all cleaned up! 

Demands for a 
Sustainable Vieques 

CRDV demands that the US govern- 
ment immediately recognize Viequenses' 
rights over our land; the removal of the 
FWS from the island; the creation of a 
Viequense corporation with the mission 
to preserve and protect our natural envi- 
ronment without weapons; that strong 


controls be included in the Vieques Mas- 
ter Plan for Sustainable Development in 
order to protect our lands from specula- 
tion and other inappropriate uses; com- 
munity control over our lands through 
land trusts and land cooperatives; and 
active community participation in all 
these processes, including the total de- 
contamination of our lands. 

We propose community-controlled, 
environmentally and culturally sensi- 
tive development; small-scale posadas, 
bed-and-breakfast-type tourist develop- 
ment; integrated programs of fish- 
ing and agriculture; and strong 
legislation to guarantee that 
Viequenses are employed in ad- 
ministrative positions in tourism 
and other economic projects. 
Centers for the study of marine 
1 biology and archaeology would 
I help promote positive tourism 
s and further knowledge of our is- 
| land and people. 
p Decontamination must take 
I place under the supervision of our 
| community, along with environ- 
mental scientists who are trusted 
by our people; we advocate the 
training of Viequenses in jobs re- 
lated to the cleanup process. The 
founding of an International Cen- 
ter for Military Decontamination 
would allow the sharing of infor- 
mation and experiences in this 
area, as well as provide a unique 
tourist destination. 

Scientific studies have found 
that Viequenses have a 27 per- 
cent higher cancer rate than the rest of 
Puerto Rico, and this is most likely due 
to high levels of heavy metals and other 
pollutants in the soil and water — the US 
Navy's toxic legacy. Therefore, we de- 
mand that the US and Puerto Rican 
governments provide the best possible 
health-care facilities to carry out testing 
and remediation. 

Peace Work 

Instead of the wire cutters, night-vi- 
sion binoculars and sophisticated com- 
munications equipment used in the 
campaign to end the US Navy occupa- 
tion, CRDV now operates computers, 



Instead of the wire cutters and night-vision 
binoculars used in the campaign to end the US 
Navy occupation, CRDV now operates 
computers and radio transmitters to continue 
the work for peace— a peace that requires 
much more than the cessation of bombing. 




"Ha, ha! I'm leaving Vieques, but I'm leaving you Fish and Wildlife. " Viequenses kicked the US 


military off their island but now must deal with US Fish and Wildlife mismanagement. 


fax machines and radio transmitters to 
continue the work for peace — a peace 
that requires much more than the cessa- 
tion of bombing. 

During the past year, CRDV held a 
series of workshops on the legislation 
related to the cleanup process. In March, 
the Military Toxics Project brought activ- 
ists from US communities that have been 
negatively impacted by the military to 
network with people in Vieques. Last 
October, CRDV and the Caribbean Project 
for Peace and Justice hosted representa- 
tives from groups struggling against mili- 
tarism in Guam, the Philippines, Korea, 
Japan and the Marshall Islands, as well as 
indigenous groups from North America. 

We achieved a major victory in Febru- 
ary 2003, when the Puerto Rican govern- 
ment adopted our guidelines as the basis 
for its Master Plan for Sustainable Devel- 
opment. However, we reaffirm our posi- 
tion that "we cannot tmst the politicians, 
because history does not allow it." 

La Lucha Continua 

La lucha continua (the struggle contin- 
ues) is the theme of CRDV's Sunday 
morning Radio Vieques program, trans- 
mitted since August 2003 from our head- 
quarters at the Peace and Justice Camp 
(PJC). Located across the street from the 
entrance to Camp Garcia, the PJC was a 
major hub for the community organiz- 
ing and civil disobedience campaign 
that successfully stopped the bombing. 
In this "post-bombing" phase, the PJC is 
now a center for community education 
and organizing around the more tech- 
nical issues of environmental cleanup 
and health, sustainable development 
and transferring the land to the people 
of Vieques. 


CRDV is keenly aware of the need to 
involve more young Viequenses in the 
struggle. In response, we began two 
media training projects for young people 
this past June. The first project involves 
digitalizing thousands of hours of video 
footage taken during the past five years. 
A second project in July trained a team 
of young Viequenses to produce and 
transmit one of the Sunday radio pro- 
grams each month. Through these ini- 
tiatives, CRDV hopes to integrate 
students into the work of our commit- 
tee to help them develop their leader- 
ship skills, and also to help us learn from 
the unique and often ignored perspec- 
tives of young people. 

From May 15-18, CRDV and the 
Vieques Women's Alliance held a two- 
day conference in Washington, DC, on 
this new phase of struggle. At the confer- 
ence, "Vieques: Transforming Dreams 
into Reality, The Struggle Continues," 
100 activists gathered to discuss the fu- 
ture of the Vieques movement. Two days 
afterthe conference, the movement again 
showed its resilience with a protest in 
front of the Puerto Rican legislature in 
San Juan, demanding that the 
commonwealth's Health Department 
fulfill its promises for services, equip- 
ment, and testing children for the pres- 
ence of heavy metals. La lucha continua. 

For more information, contact the 
Committee for the Rescue and Devel- 
opment of Vieques, POB 1 424, Vieques, 
Puerto Rico 00765; (787) 741-0716; 
bieke@prorescatevieques.org; 
www.prorescatevieques.org. 

Robert Rabin is a founding member of 
CRDV and spent six months in federal 
prison in San Juan for actions related to the 
campaign to stop the bombing. 
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Court Upholds Restrictions 
Against Vanunu 

On July 26, Israel's Supreme 
Court upheld restrictions against 
nuclear whistleblower Mordechai 
Vanunu, banning him from leav- 
ing the country or speaking with 
foreign media. Vanunu, who was 
released April 21, spent 18 years 
in prison for exposing Israel's 
nuclear weapons programs to the 
world (see FFV/July-August 2004). 

Since the court's ruling, he has 
told foreign media that the nuclear 
reactor in Dimona may be endan- 
gering nearby Jordanians and 
could begin to leak given a strong 
earthquake. The London-based 
Arabic newspaper Al- Wassat pub- 
lished an interview on July 25 
with Vanunu in which he asserted 
that Israel has 100-200 nuclear 
weapons, including a neutron 
bomb and hydrogen bombs. 

Vanunu is currently seeking 
asylum in any country that will 
grant it so that he can leave Israel 
and continue his life. 

Security Breaches at 
Nuclear Facilities 

Security lapses discovered at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory in 
New Mexico prompted US En- 
ergy Secretary Spencer Abraham 
to close other laboratories and 
nuclear facilities. 

Concerns arose after two com- 
puter disks with classified infor- 
mation were found to be missing 
from Los Alamos. Many sites al- 
low scientists to use portable 
and removable disk drives, 
which can hold large amounts 
of information and can poten- 
tially be used to take classified 
data out of a facility. 

Security problems at nuclear 
facilities go back decades, accord- 
ing to the San Francisco Chronicle, 
which cited the appearance of a 
document titled "How to Design 
a Thermonuclear Weapon,” in a 
public library in the late '70s. 
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Protesters Shut Down Guatemala 


by Rebecca Brigham and Lenny 

A nationwide strike and day of pro- 
test effectively shut down the coun- 
try of Guatemala on June 8. More 
than 100 groups, including indig- 
enous rights groups, campesino (peas- 
ant farmer) organizations, human 
rights groups, women's organizations 
and labor unions organized the strike 
to protest a recent spate of violent 
evictions of indigenous peasant farm- 
ers, the signing of the Central Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) 
and a series of new tax laws targeting 
the poor. 

Twenty of Guatemala's 22 prov- 
inces were affected by the strike. Ven- 
dors abandoned their markets and 
university students burned 
tires in the streets of Gua- 
temala City. Thousands 
of protesters surrounded 
government buildings 
and the international air- 
port, while thousands 
more blocked the roads 
in and out of the capital, 
as well as major highways 
leading to the coasts and out 
of the country. 

"Peasant farmers are desper- 
ate," said campesino Emilio Set 
from a roadblock south of the 
capital. "We have no food and 
nowhere else to go." 

The strike was planned for two 
days, but was called off after only 
12 hours when the president of Guate- 
mala, Oscar Berger, met with protest 
leaders and signed an agreement to 
address their demands. 

The issue at the heart of the protest 
is the fundamental inequality built 
into the Guatemalan social system, 
especially in distribution of land. 
When the Spanish conquered Guate- 
mala, they evicted the indigenous 
people from their lands and forced 
them into servitude. After indepen- 
dence in 1821, the bulk of Guatemala’s 
land remained in the hands of the 
economic elite. In 1950, President 
Jacobo Arbenz Guzman began a pro- 
gram of land reform, seizing and re- 
distributing unused land from 
wealthy landowners, including the 
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US-based United Fruit Company. In 
1954, Arbenz was ousted by a CIA- 
sponsored coup that plunged Guate- 
mala into more than 30 years of civil 
war, wherein all land reform was re- 
versed and a concerted genocide cam- 
paign was waged against the 
indigenous population. 

In the 1996 peace accords, the gov- 
ernment promised to find land for 
campesinos displaced by the war. But 
two years later, 70 percent of the 
nation's arable land remained in the 
hands of one-seventh of one percent 
of the agricultural population. With 
60 percent of arable land uncultivated 
and more than half a million rural 
families living below subsistence level, 
campesinos and unemployed workers 


began reclaiming and cultivating un- 
used land. Since Berger took office in 
January, government forces have 
evicted more than 1,500 people at the 
demand of land owners. Twenty-three 
of the 39 evictions have been carried 
out with extreme violence. 

Also of concern to the protesters was 
the signing of CAFTA in May. An ex- 
tension of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), CAFTA 
would loosen (i.e., eliminate) "trade 
barriers" between countries involved 
in the agreement. Guatemalan 
campesinos fear that CAFTA will further 
impoverish them and restrict their abil- 
ity to compete in local and global mar- 
kets. In Mexico, for example, NAFTA 
led to the mass importation of cheap 


US corn, bankrupting small Mexican 
farmers and forcing them off their land. 
When farmers saved and planted the 
imported corn — much of which was 
genetically modified — they unknow- 
ingly contributed to the spread of modi- 
fied genes into native corn stock. 

Berger attempted to dismiss the pro- 
testers as a disgruntled minority, but 
only eight hours into the strike he 
agreed to meet with protest leaders. As 
a result of the meetings, Berger agreed 
to call for an end to the land evictions 
and to have Congress review the rel- 
evant laws. He also promised to open 
a special office on agrarian affairs and 
to distribute copies of CAFTA in all the 
Mayan languages. The Supreme Court 
agreed to investigate the legality of 
the recent evictions. 

"Until [the strike], the government 
had given priority to the interests of 
the business sector, of which it is a 
faithful representative, but now it 
understands that it has to change 
directions and take public opin- 
ion into account, " said Miguel 
Angele Sandoval, leader of 
the Agrarian Platform. 

Critics point out, how- 
ever, that all of Berger's 
promises have been 
made — and broken — be- 
fore, and that he lacks the 
judicial authority to halt 
the evictions. Marco An- 
tonio Barahona, a politi- 
cal analyst with the 
Association of Investigation and So- 
cial Studies, called the strike a "waste 
of popular energy." 

Cesar Davila, leader of the Social 
Organizations Collective, disagrees. 
"For us, the strike's main success was 
getting the government to agree to 
discuss our requests." Strike leaders 
agreed to a 90-day moratorium on 
strikes and protests in order to give the 
government time to implement 
changes. After that period, anything 
goes. And now that Guatemala's people 
have shown their collective power, 
the government may not be so quick 
to dismiss their concerns. 

Rebecca Brigham is a senior at Wesleyan 
University and an intern at the Guate- 
mala Human Rights Commission/USA. 



"Back off, military!" 





Vumu to the ^aLapa/jos 


by Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 

In July, the highest Ecuadorian court 
ruled that limits on the harvesting of 
sea cucumbers are legal and must be 
upheld. "This is a great victory for 
conservation in the Galapagos," said 
Captain Paul Watson of the Sea Shep- 
herd Conservation Society, whose ship, 
the Sirenian, is on 
permanent patrol 
in the Galapagos 
Marine Reserve. 

Conflict be- 
tween fishermen 
and reserve au- 
thorities erupted 
in early June. 

The fishermen 
had become dis- 
gruntled with 
the quota of four 
million sea cu- 
cumbers that the reserve imposed on 
their fishery in May. They occupied 
the Galapagos National Park offices, 
held hostages and threatened to kill 
a giant tortoise unless they were al- 
lowed a fishery with no limits (see 
EF!J July-August 2004). 

The fishermen challenged the na- 
tional park in court on its right to 
set limits on marine resources. They 
won an injunction from a local 
judge, who ruled that the limits were 
unfair and impeded the ability of 
the fishermen to make a living. The 
judge struck down the limits, but in 
so doing struck down the 
fishery altogether. With- 
out official guidelines and 
policy, the fishermen 
were not allowed to take 
even the four million that 
had been granted to them 
in May. 

In the meantime, the 
park and the Environment 
Ministry of Ecuador ap- 
pealed the injunction to the 
nation's Constitutional Tri- 
bunal. On July 22, the high 
court ruled that since the 
Galapagos Islands are pro- 
tected as a marine reserve, 


its authorities were correct to consider 
"aspects related to protecting 
biodiversity and the environment" 
when setting limits for fishing. 

Edwin Naula, the director of Galapagos 
National Park, said that environmental 
authorities and fishermen would meet 
to discuss setting new dates for sea cu- 
cumber fishing this year, since the origi- 
nal two-month 
season concluded 
in July during the 
conflict. How- 
ever, the park has 
banned sea cu- 
cumber fishing 
for 2005 and 2006 
in an effort to pro- 
tect the species in 
the islands. 

Watson is 
concerned that 
more and more 
people are moving to the islands from 
Ecuador. "The islands are attracting 
fishermen from Ecuador who have 
already depleted coastal mainland 
fisheries," said Watson. "The rate of 
growth in the Galapagos is escalat- 
ing. The Galapagos National Park is 
now the last stand. If we can't save 
these profoundly unique and trea- 
sured islands from being destroyed 
by humanity, we won't be able to 
save anything in this world from 
over-exploitation. " 

For more information, visit 
www.seashepherd.org. 
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The Sea Shepherd ship Sirenian patrols the Galapagos 


Sea Shepherd crew with Galapagos tortoises 


: :. 

Tribe Regains Sacred Land 

The Wiyot Tribe received 40 
acres of land from the city of 
Eureka, California, on May 18. 
The land, part of the 250-acre 
Indian Island, marks the site 
where Anglo invaders massacred 
Wiyots 144 years ago. 

In 2000, the tribe purchased 
1 .5 acres on the eastern tip of the 
island, and it has been working 
to clean it up ever since. The 
Wiyot are now seeking the re- 
mainder of the island, working 
with the few landowners who 
currently live there. 

The island is held as the center 
of the universe for the Wiyot. 
Since the 1860 massacre, no tra- 
ditional ceremonial dances have 
taken place there. 

"We lost our regalia, our elders, 
our weavers and our dreamers — 
all the things that make a com- 
munity," tribal Chairwoman 
Cheryl A. Seidner said of the mas- 
sacre. "We have not danced since 
that day. We have to relearn. I 
can't wait for that first dance," 
she said. 

Setbacks for Buffalo 
Defenders 

On June 2, Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign activist Akiva Silver was 
sentenced to two years probation 
and given a fine of $ 1 70,000 after 
pleading guilty to shutting down 
a buffalo trapping pen in Mon- 
tana in April. Silver shut down 
the pen by occupying a platform 
suspended from a pole set in the 
center of the main pen. 

Two weeks after Silver's sen- 
tencing, the US House of Repre- 
sentatives voted down a measure 
that would have "[prohibited] the 
use of funds to kill bison, or assist 
in the killing of bison, in the 
Yellowstone National Parkherd." 
The measure failed the House by 
a 202-215 vote. It is the second 
year in a row that such a bill has 
been narrowly voted down. 
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The America the Beautiful Pass 

The New Gateway to Public Lands 


by Jessica Lee 

When Bob Bartsch escapes from the 
city into the Southern California wil- 
derness, he always breaks the law. Re- 
fusing to purchase the Adventure Pass, 
a fee required to access public land, he 
often returns to his car to find another 
ticket of noncompliance. 

Bartsch, an activist with Free our 
Forests Los Angeles, has gathered more 
than a handful of the 
unenforceable tickets 
over the years. When 
he heads out into the 
wilderness, he now 
tapes them up in the 
windows to encourage 
others to stop buying 
the pass. 

Although thousands 
of Americans practice 
civil disobedience daily 
on federal lands by re- 
fusing to buy a daily or 
annual access pass, the 
future of the 1996 Rec- 
reation fee demonstra- 
tion Program (fee demo) 
is likely to live or die in 
Congress this Autumn. 

Meet House Resource 
Bill 3283, the proposed 
Federal Lands Recre- 
ation Enhancement Act. 

Introduced by Ohio Representative 
Ralph Regula, yet written largely by 
representatives of the American Rec- 
reation Coalition (ARC) — a group of 
more 200 hundred businesses that 
benefit from marketing outdoor recre- 
ation (as admitted in their own May 6 
Congressional testimonies) — the bill 
would do more than make all current 
fee demo sites permanent. 

First, the bill proposes creating 
one pass for "any site of federal land 
management agency that charges a 
basic recreation fee." This would 
standardize the regional fee demo 
passes. Cheesy at best but disturb- 
ing nonetheless, the annual national 
pass would be named "America the 
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Beautiful" and would most likely 
cost $85 or more. 

The pass would not be the "buy all, 
end all." It would cover the entrance 
fee to a site, but the "recreationalist" 
would be faced with multi-layered fees 
to use campgrounds, interpretative 
centers, boat ramps and more once 
inside the fee area. 

The legislation would decrease the 
amount of fee money that is required 


to be spent on-site from 80 percent to 
60 percent. 

In the eight years since fee demo was 
adopted, the enforcement mechanism 
to punish people who refuse to pay 
the fee has been weak. According to 
Bartsch, more than 250,000 notices of 
noncompliance have been handed out 
in Southern California, yet only two 
people have been prosecuted. If HR 
3283 passes, failure to purchase a pass 
will be a Class B misdemeanor, which 
carries a $5,000 fine and up to six 
months in jail. 

The bill has seven co-signers, but 
not one is from the West, where the 
majority of federal land exists. Kitty 
Benzar, cofounder of Western Slope 
No Fee Coalition, is outraged over the 


legislation. "The guy from Ohio is 
going to tell us in Colorado that we 
have to pay to use our natural re- 
sources ... give me a break," she said. 

Regula does not have any federal 
public lands in his Ohio district. 

With election day looming, the cor- 
porate lobbyists who have held high 
ranking positions in federal land man- 
agement policy for the last four years 
know that the time is now. The ARC 
and key pro-industry con- 
gressional representatives 
have made it clear that 
privatization is the goal. 

Alaska Senator Frank 
Murkowksi has said, "If the 
Forest Service policy won't 
allow [privatization], we'll 
change the policy. If we 
have to cut off the funds to 
get your attention, we'll cut 
off your funds." 

"I can tell you right now 
that the American public 
feels that recreation on pub- 
lic lands is an incredible 
bargain, and is willing to 
J pay substantially more,” 
£ said Derrick Crandall, Presi- 
| dent of ARC, in testimony 
to Congressional Subcom- 
mittee Hearing on Forest 
Fees in February 1998. 

In Northern Arizona, individuals 
have resisted the fee demo program 
since January 2000. "It is like logging, 
mining and grazing extractive agen- 
cies," says Jon Orlando, statewide co- 
ordinator of the Arizona No Fee 
Coalition. "This is the next extractive 
industry: recreation. It is a $300 bil- 
lion dollar agency in the nation. They 
see public lands as a cash crop." 

Orlando and others have witnessed 
many of their favorite, once-free 
campgrounds in the Coconino Na- 
tional Forest turned over to Resource 
Management, Inc., a California com- 
pany that profits from running camp- 
grounds. It is difficult to hike in the 
area around Sedona without seeing 
the Red Rocks fee signs. 




In Southern California, to even access 
public land you must display an Adven- 
ture Pass. Want to hike to the top of 
Mount Shasta? Dish out $15. Colorado 
charges five dollars to stroll through 
patches of mountain wilderness. 

Currently, the US Forest Service, the 
Bureau of Land Management, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the National 
Park Service manage approximately 640 
million acres of land. In September 2003, 
the Department of the Interior reported 
637 existing fee demo sites. No fee 
activists dispute the number, saying the 
definition of a "fee demo site" is confus- 
ing because of the amount of access 
roads that lead into these areas. Anti-fee 
demo activists believe the number of 
sites is in the thousands. 

Earth Firstlers and others who are 
connected to the land know that na- 
tional public lands are slipping into 
the hands of the re'creation industry 
through federal agencies that have 
been swayed by private interests. Now 
leaders of the anti-fee demo move- 
ment are calling for ticked-off wilder- 
ness lovers to embark on a massive 
educational campaign. 

"The most effective thing is educa- 
tion. Visit the websites available, read 
the articles, spread the word, bring it 
forward," said Robert Funkhouser, 
Western No Fee Coalition cofounder 
and lobbyist in Washington, DC. 
"People who have become aware then 
bring it to the organizations where 
they work and play." 


The beauty of the fee demo issue is 
that it outrages nearly everyone. Re- 
gardless of political ideology and eco- 
nomic class, individuals are protesting 
fee demo on the grounds of double- 
taxation, privatization, assault on our 
freedoms, affordability and that our 
forests will now be governed by a 
business plan, rather than a manage- 
ment plan. 

It is time to get down and dirty in 
public education and policy work if 
we are to liberate our public lands 
from the fee demo program. Call 
your congressional representatives 
and tell them to not support FIR 
3283 or any possible in-the-works, 
rewritten versions. 

Refuse to support fee demo and 
resist purchasing daily and annual 
access passes to our public lands. 
Boycott businesses who make a profit 
from selling Fee Demo passes and 
pressure them to drop their contracts 
with the forest service. Throw an out- 
doors party to get people out into the 
wilderness to appreciate why we want 
our lands to stay in the public do- 
main. Public will and grassroots orga- 
nization can topple the recreation 
management empire. 

For more information, contact the 
Western Slope No Fee Coalition, 
POB 403, Norwood, CO 81423; 
wsnfc@hotmail.com; or visit 
www.freeourforests.org; 
www.wildwilderness.com; 
www.aznofee.org; www.sespewild.org. 
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Mt. Graham Heats Up 

Southern Arizona's hot spot, Mt. 
Graham, heated up this Summer 
with two fires that burned 30,000 
acres, taking out two million dol- 
lars worth of communications 
equipment and coming within a 
quarter mile of a $ 1 30 million tele- 
scope complex. 

Arizona Representative Rick 
Renzi wasted no time before visit- 
ing residents in July to discuss land 
exchanges that would allow pri- 
vate property owners to thin the 
stands of ponderosa pines around 
their homes. Interior Secretary Gale 
Norton also visited the burned ar- 
eas at the end of July, encouraging 
local and federal agencies to use 
the Healthy Forests Initiative to 
thin the forests. 

Prior to the Summer's fires, on 
April 13, the San Carlos Apache 
Tribal Council rejected a bribe 
from the University of Arizona. 
The University proposed giving 
the tribe $120,000 in credits for 
school programs in exchange for 
dropping opposition to develop- 
ment on Mt. Graham. 

Tribal Councilman Myron 
Moses questioned the motives 
behind the proposition. "If it 
wasn't for the telescopes on top of 
Mt. Graham ... there would be no 
interest ... in the Apache tribes.” 

No ATVs in Adirondacks 

ATVs are no longer allowed on 
any public part of the Adirondack 
State Park in New York after officials 
banned them on July 9. The ruling 
closed off more than 50 roads, af- 
fecting 1 50 miles of trails in the six- 
million-acre park. The only 
exceptions are for handicapped rid- 
ers, hunters with special permits 
and those on private property. 

"We've fought long and hard 
to try to get the administration to 
pay attention to the damage go- 
ing on in these areas," said John 
Sheehan from the nonprofit 
Adirondack Council. 



Bob Bartsch encourages others to boycott fee demo 
by plastering his car with noncompliance tickets 
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Roadless Rule Shredded 


by Lisa Dix 

On July 12, the Bush administration 
announced that it would move forward 
with a new Roadless Area Conservation 
Rule. The new rule would overturn 
roadless-area protection for almost 60 
million acres that was put in place by 
the Clinton administration in 200 1 . This 
follows on the heels of the Bush 
administration's exemption of Alaska's 
Tongass National Forest from roadless 
area protection on December 23, 2003. 

Administration officials have stated 
publicly that they are still "conserving 
roadless areas on national forests," and 
simply "modifying" the rule, but this is 
just more greenwashing. The Bush pro- 
posal undeniably eliminates the Roadless 
Rule in its entirety, ultimately opening 
up our national forests to logging. As 
written, the proposal could easily serve 
as the pretext for reducing protections 
to a level even lower than they were 
before the rule took effect in 2001. 

Basically, the new rule will set up an 
optional, two-step petition process 
where governors with roadless areas in 
their states will decide what regions to 


protect. Then they must petition the 
Department of Agriculture for that pro- 
tection. If the Secretary of Agriculture 
accepts the governor's petition, the US 
Forest Service (USFS) would initiate a 
state-specific rulemaking. 

There is absolutely no guarantee that 
this process would result in roadless area 
protection because according to the draft 
regulations, a governor's petition would 
not necessarily be accepted. Governors 
could also petition the administration 
to weaken protections, which is likely to 
happen in pro-development states like 
Idaho and Alaska. 

Thus, governors will request what re- 
gions they would like to see protected, 
but in the end, the administration will 
have sole discretion over whether it will 
allow these areas to be protected. The 
administration will also control any de- 
tails about how the state-specific 
rulemaking moves forward. 

The Bush administration claims 
that it is making these changes be- 
cause the process used by Clinton to 
establish the rule was unfair to states 
and local governments. It also claims 
that Clinton's comment period was 


not sufficient and that it was a last- 
minute process. 

However, the Clinton administration 
spent three years on public dialogue 
and comment processes, which included 
an incredibly thorough assessment of 
roadless areas, extensive scientific analy- 
sis, more than 600 public hearings na- 
tionwide, and comment periods in 
excess of those required. A record num- 
ber of Americans wrote to the federal 
government — more than 1.5 million — 
and more than 95 percent supported 
the roadless rule. Not by any stretch of 
the imagination can it be accurately 
characterized as a last-minute process. 

In contrast, the Bush administration 
has not issued any scientific analysis 
justifying a change in the rule, and it has 
not held one public hearing. Typically, 
the administration is completely ignor- 
ing public sentiment and participation. 

The fact of the matter is that there 
are already too many destructive roads 
that crisscross our national forests — 
386,000 miles worth — enough to circle 
the Earth 15 times. American taxpay- 
ers are being forced to subsidize log- 
ging roads and timber sales that benefit 




Gap Gets Trashed at DNC 

On July 29, 12 activists stormed a Gap clothing store in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Once inside they turned over 
displays, threw clothes on the floor and spray-painted 
what they could. 

According to a communique, the activists wanted to 
show the connection between corporate globalization 
and the Democratic Party, which was holding its national 
convention in Boston. The activists pointed out that the 
Gap is one of the biggest employers of sweatshop labor 
around the world and that it will stay that way under the 
Democrat-supported policies of "free trade." 

The environmental damage caused by the Gap was also 
a factor in the actions. "They are closely connected to 
unorganic cotton, one of the most chemicalized crops on 
the planet, poisoning our Earth, air and water. The Fischer 
family, which owns the Gap, also owns Mendocino Red- 
wood Company, which continues to cut the last of the 
old-growth redwoods," stated the communique. 

The communique also highlighted the Gap's role in 
gentrifying Cambridge Square, telling of the company's 


takeover of a building that the community fought to 
keep them out of. 

Car-Free Events Across Germany 
Almost a million people in Germany took part in car- 
free events this Summer. On June 6, nearly 250,000 
cyclists converged on Berlin for the annual "Sternfahrt" 
(rally), which was organized by the German Bicycle 
Club. After the ride concluded, participants held a 
party and eco- festival. 

Later in the month, 250 towns took part in a national 
car-free day to promote transportation alternatives. 
Among the actions was a blockade of the B 27 Highway 
between Heilbronn and Mosbach. 

ALF Arson Gets Results! 

On the night of June 30, the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) left powerful incendiary devices on a 
construction site in Oxford, England, to target RMC 
Group, which is doing concrete work on a new medi- 
cal laboratory at Oxford University. The incendiary 
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timber companies to the tune of hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars per year — 
even though the USFS has a $ 10 billion 
road-maintenance backlog. And, less 
than one-quarter of one percent of the 
nation's timber supply is located in 
roadless areas. 

These roadless areas belong to all 
Americans, but this rule change ben- 
efits only a few timber and energy 
companies. Public comments on the 
new proposed rule will be accepted 
until September 14. After the com- 
ment period ends, the USFS is sup- 
posed to read and incorporate public 
comments and come out with a final 
rule. However, millions of Americans 
have already commented in favor of 
roadless area protection, and it looks 
likely that the administration will ig- 
nore the public during this period as 
well. Given Bush's track record, we 
should be prepared to see a final rule 
come out on Christmas Eve. 

We need to mobilize our networks, 
memberships, friends and co-workers 
to help stop this latest attack on our 
national forests. Our goal is to generate 
more than one million comments! 

For more information, visit 
www.americanlands.org or contact us 
at (202) 547-9400. 

Lisa Dix is the National Forest Program 
Director for American Lands Alliance. 



devices caused $275,000 worth of damage and resulted 
in the destruction of three trucks and the site office as 
well as severe damage to associated industrial build- 
ings and machinery. 

Two weeks'later the ALF struck again, slashing the tires 
on two vehicles and cutting cables on construction 
equipment. The subcontractor for RMC Group, 
Montpellier, pulled out of construction on July 19, thus 
ending RMC Group's construction on the lab — a tempo- 
rary victory for the animals. 

In the days after Montpellier pulled out, activists 
blockaded Oxford University's main phone line with 
more than 300 calls at various times during the day. 

ALF Actions in Sweden 

On June 15, the ALF planted several incendiaries in the 
main building at the Skyberga Mink Farm in Kumla, 
Sweden, burning it to the ground and causing $400,000 
in damage. The owner of this farm is notorious among 
fur farmers. He captured three animal rights activists on 
his farm in 1998, and has claimed since then that no one 
can get him. 

Also in Sweden, nearly 90 animals were liberated 
from a rabbit-meat farm in Skane on July 26. Many of 
the rabbits were pregnant or had wounds. ALFers also 


vandalized the inside and outside of the building and 
destroyed water pipes to the empty cages. 

"The war against the fur industry will get harder," 
read a Swedish ALF communique. "If we can't get the 
animals because of increased security then we are 
going after your buildings, homes and maybe the fur 
farmers themselves." 

Hiroshima Day Actions 

August 6 was the 59th anniversary of the US nuclear 
bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, during World War II. People 
from across the US marked the weekend with protests 
against US nuclear policy. 

In Oakland, California, 300 activists marched from an 
elementary school to the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory on August 8. The next morning, 23 people 
were arrested for blocking a road outside of the nuclear lab. 

In Washington, DC, two people were arrested at the 
National Air and Space Museum for throwing ashes on the 
Enola Gay, the plane used to bomb Hiroshima. The mu- 
seum was evacuated for 90 minutes while authorities 
rescreened all visitors. 

In Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 200 people marched to the Y- 
12 National Security Complex, where 12 activists were 
arrested at the for obstructing a roadway. 
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Protecting Prairie Dogs and Saving the Ferret: 



Prairie Dogs Under Assault 

Since the 1930s, prairie dogs in North America have 
been the target of a genocide-like eradication campaign 
instigated by the livestock industry. According to many 
ranchers, breaking a leg in a prairie dog hole is the only 
supposed threat posed to grazing cows by prairie dogs. 

But an Arizona Department of Game and Fish (AZDGF) 
brochure about prairie dogs says the threat is 
"overstated" and that "documented cases of this are 
extremely rare." Still, the US Department of 
Agriculture's Wildlife Service, the National Park Service and 
state agencies across the West continue to poison prairie 
dogs — even in Arizona, where Gunnison's prairie dogs have 
been exterminated from 98 percent of their historic range. 


by Rod Coronado/Chuk'shon Earth First! 


The grassland plains of northern Arizona's Aubrey Valley 
are home to one of only six reintroduced colonies of black- 
footed ferrets (Mustela nigripes ) in North America. The last 
wild black-footed ferret in Arizona was recorded in 1931. In 
1996, with the cooperation of the Hualapai and Navajo 
Nations, 35 captive-bred ferrets were released on the 
Navajo Nation’s 750,000-acre Boquillas Ranch near 
Seligman, Arizona. Since then, more than 165 ferrets have 
been reintroduced into the Aubrey Valley. 

The survival rate of young, captive-bred ferrets and their 
ability to distribute themselves is currently being investigated. 
Thought extinct until the discovery of a colony in Wyoming 
in 1981, the black-footed ferret is the most endangered 
mammal listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 
The ferrets cannot survive without healthy prairie dog 
colonies, which comprise 90 percent of their diet. 


AZEF! in Action 


While poisoning campaigns continue to threaten both prairie 
dogs and black-footed ferrets nationwide, recreational 
shooting and outbreaks of Sylvatic plague are the Gunnison's 
prairie dog's greatest threat in the Aubrey Valley. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service's (FWS) Black-Footed 
Ferret Recovery Program's national goal is to establish 10 or 
more self-sustaining colonies by 2010, with approximately 
1,500 ferrets in the wild. In Arizona, 
the primary goal of the 
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French Activists Attack GM Crops 

On July 25, 1,500 activists led by Jose Bove ripped up a 
field of genetically modified (GM) corn in Levignac, 
France. A US biotechnology company, Pioneer Hi-Bred 
International, owns the field. It is one of 48 parcels of 
experimental transgenic food crops in France. 

Police were ordered to intervene, but instead they just 
took down the identities of a few activists. Bove, who 
became famous after helping to pull down a McDonald's 
in 1999, stated, "In the coming weeks, there will be other 
GM test fields that will be destroyed." 

Fighting Missile Dismantling in Russia 

Activists in Perm, Russia, set up a protest camp in July to 
keep a missile dismantling plant out of their town. They 
are not against the disarmament of Russia's old weapons, 
but they claim that the way missiles are processed is 
dangerous to both people and the environment. 

The camp was organized by Autonomous Action, 
Anarcho-Ecological Resistance, Union for Chemical Safety 
and Yekaterinburg Movement Against Violence, and has 


been active since July 2. It has featured creative perfor- 
mances, as well as speakers and pickets. 

On the evening of July 14, the campers got a scary 
reminder of why they are fighting when a train carrying 
hydrochloric acid derailed 43 7 yards away from the protest 
camp. The train was on the same tracks that would carry 
hazardous materials to the missile dismantling plant. 

Energy Czar Meets Biotic Baking Brigade 

On July 29, an unidentified protestor wearing a Ronald 
Reagan mask plunged a cream pie into the face of Beth 
Nagusky during a "Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) in New En- 
gland" fomm. Nagusky, Maine's energy chief, was listening 
to another speaker when "Reagan" burst in and said, "This 
is for John," then escaped offstage. "Reagan" was referring to 
Maine Governor John Baldacci who, in early July, received 
a much smellier present than Nagusky (see page 29). 

This incident, however, was not the only controversial 
aspect of the forum. Earlier in the week, the organizers of 
the forum chose to omit representatives of a community 
group and a commercial fishing organization on the 
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program is to establish at least one free-ranging, self-sustaining 
population in the Aubrey Valley. A federal wildlife biologist 
who worked with ferrets for 13 years believes that it takes at 
least 100 breeding female ferrets in a wild population for the 
colony to survive. Ten thousand acres of plague-free prairie 
dog colonies are necessary to achieve such a biologically 
independent ferret colony. 

Bring Back the Wild Ferret 

Arizona Earth First! (AZEF!) supports the return of uncollared, 
transponder chip-less black-footed ferrets to the plains of 
Arizona. According to FWS, the greatest 
limiting factor in ferret 
recovery is the avail- 
ability of large, healthy 
prairie dog colonies. 

Hence, AZEF! also supports 
the legal petition filed by 
Forest Guardians in Feb- 
ruary, calling for ESA pro- 
tection for the Gunnison's 
prairie dog. 

AZDGF has an obligation to 
suspend any activities that 
threaten the lives of endangered 
animals. Until the black-footed 
ferret reintroduction program 
has met its primary goal of truly wild ferret colonies, and a 
federal judge can rule on the petition to protect Gunnison's 
prairie dogs under the ESA, AZEF! calls for an end to the AZDGF 
nine-month hunting season for Gunnison's prairie dogs. 

Action in Aubrey Valley 

In early June, AZEF! reviewed Velocity Films' "Prairie Dog 
Be Gone!," a video that promises "maximum dog blasting 


action, outrageous humor and extreme prairie dog 
acrobatics." Complete with a heavy-metal soundtrack, the 
video includes Olympic-style scoring for prairie dogs ripped 
from their holes with high-powered rifles. Investigative 
research also led us to a sportsmen's Internet chat room, 
where we learned of local hunters' plans for a prairie dog 
hunt in the Aubrey Valley. 

On June 26, members of Chuk'shon, Phoenix and Prescott 
Earth First! met at the Boquillas Ranch to volunteer for 

AZDGF's annual ranch 
cleanup. In the process, 
we hoped to document 
and stop the slaughter 
of Gunnison's prairie 
dogs. Our Earth First! 
group's collective 
objective was to 
document the hunt- 
ing of Gunnison's 
prairie dogs during 
their pupping sea- 
son, immediately 
after the two-and-a- 
half month break in an 
otherwise year-round hunting season. 

After picking up trash, we found the Internet hunters — all 
US servicemen — on the edge of a prairie dog colony, shooting 
from folding chairs with scoped AR-15s and other high- 
powered rifles. Unbeknownst to them, we had camped next 
to their site the night before, the hunters having conveniently 
described online the vehicles and guns they would be using 
on their brave adventure. As we approached their group, the 
hunters quietly began breaking camp and putting their rifles 
away. A Chuk’shon Earth Firstier greeted the group and 

continued on next page 



speakers list. The list was limited to energy industry repre- 
sentatives and former or current government officials. 

The two groups not allowed on the list, Fair Play for 
Harpswell and Fishing Families for Harpswell, recently 
helped to defeat a proposal to lease Harpswell coastal land 
to LNG giant Conoco-Philips. 

"Reagan" was not apprehended. 

Hummer Torched in Washington 

In an email message sent to four news organizations in 
Spokane, Washington, the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
claimed responsibility for burning a $55,000 H2 Hummer 
on August 3 at a dealership in Liberty Lake, a suburb of 
Spokane. Two other Hummers at the same dealership 
were also damaged from the fire. 

This was the fifth action claimed by the ELF this year 
and the second targeting Hummers. In January, the ELF 
claimed responsibility for vandalizing five Hummers in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

Activists Retaliate for Arrest 

On July 7, an animal rights activist was arrested for 
peacefully protesting outside of the New York home of 
Andrew Baker, chief executive officer of Focused 
Healthcare Partners (FHP). 


On July 18, activists retaliated for the arrest by swarm- 
ing Baker's Los Angeles, California, residence. Once there, 
they set off a strip of 1,000 firecrackers, broke planter 
boxes, destroyed a fountain and smashed windows and 
security cameras. They also tipped over garbage cans, 
leaving glass and garbage all over Baker's property. 

Baker works out of FHP's New Jersey office as a consult- 
ant for Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS) — a notorious 
animal testing laboratory. FHP is allegedly a major force in 
keeping HLS afloat. 

Cockfighting Arena Torched in Louisiana 

In early August, The Hickory Recreational Club, a 
cockfighting arena in Hickory, Louisiana, was set on fire. 
The initials ALF were found spray painted in large red 
letters on an adjacent building. The arena, owned by John 
Short, held cockfights for 25 years and drew crowds of 200 
every weekend. The fire was set just 10 hours after a fight. 

The walls of the large metal building, which housed 
the 500-seat wooden arena, were reported to be heaving 
in and out from the heat when firefighers arrived. 

Cockfighting is banned in every state except Louisiana 
and New Mexico. In May, a state House committee voted 
9-5 against a bill that would have outlawed cockfighting 
in Louisiana. 
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continued from previous page 
stated that we were making a documentary and would like to 
interview prairie dog hunters. They politely declined, 
continuing in silence to pack their gear before walking back 
to their trucks. One young hunter paused long enough to say, 
"I love coming out here because it is so peaceful." 

Our next target was a group of four shooters located 
between Route 66 and 
parallel railroad tracks a 
quarter mile away. We drove 
our Trojan horse — a white 
4x4 truck — directly into 
their field of fire and 
parked. We set up our 
video camera on the hood 
of the truck and retired to 
await their next move. 

After 1 5 minutes of scop- 
ing us with binoculars, 
the baffled hunters 
packed up and left in 
frustration. By simply 
looking official, being 
informed and author- 
itative and armed with 
nothing more than a 
camera, the presence 
of EFlers in the killing 
fields was enough 
to influence most 
prairie dog hunters 
away from killing more animals. 

When the hunters we approached didn't stop 
hunting, as was the case with a local rancher and his son, 
we engaged them in debate and distracting conversation. 
When we observed a hunter shooting prairie dogs from his 
truck window, we videotaped his license plate and 
confronted him about his illegal behavior until he left the 
area. Our biodiesel truck looked official, and some prairie 
dog hunters seemed confused as to our identity. Then 
again, shooting prairie dogs from the road in such an 
unsporting manner isn't something most hunters want 
captured on film. 

Campaign Hunt Sab: 

AZEF! vs. AZDGF 

Without breaking any laws, 

AZEF! uses some hunters' fear 
of being filmed while engaging 
in their bloody sport to save 
lives. We are equal citizens, some 
even with hunting licenses, 
exercising our right to access 
public lands. Only, AZEF! offers 
no apologies when a citizen's 
desire to nonviolently enjoy 
wildness results in disrupting 
hunters in their violent sport. 

The prairie dog hunters we spoke 
with claimed to shoot between 10 
and 30 prairie dogs a day. Upon 
inspecting the shot-out colonies after 
the hunters left, we discovered the 
shattered bodies that attested to this 


^ a,athat ^ove dc o m - lr 


after being -^ters 


figure. The majority of the prairie dogs — which are shot and 
simply left where they fall — appeared to be young pups who 
had not developed a healthy fear of humans. A member of 
the Yuma Valley Rod and Gun Club said that shooting 
prairie dogs is a great way to sight in your rifle for the 
upcoming Fall big-game season. 

The only other argument we heard to justify the killing of 
prairie dogs was that there were simply plenty of them and 
that they were in no actual danger of 
extinction. But as one 
hunter said in an 
Internet posting, "The 
prairie dog is a poster 
child for animal rights 
activists. AZDGF, as a way 
of pacifying animal rights 
activists, put a season on 
them hoping [the activists] 
would go away." We 
interviewed an AZDGF 
Commissioner at the ranch 
who confirmed that the 
Gunnison's prairie dog 
hunting season was imple- 
mented in response to the 
petition to list the species 
under the ESA. Yet no AZDGF 
biologists are presently inves- 
tigating threats to prairie 
dog survival. 

Back online, the Internet 
hunters discussed their encounter 
with AZEF!, one hunter joking 
about being in the next Michael 
Moore or People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals video, 
while another went so far as to say that he felt killing prairie 
dogs was a "guilty pleasure" and that, "I can't help but feel that 
God was looking down on us shaking His head." 

AZEF! will continue to expose and challenge the mis- 
management of our state's wildlife by AZDGF and continue 

the call for the appoint- 
ment of Game and Fish 
commissioners more re- 
flective of our state's 
majority, non-hunting 
constituency who enjoy 
wildlife without killing. 
Only through public 
involvement can we 
challenge the wildlife 
agency’s bias toward 
sport hunters. AZEF! is 
planning further act- 
ions against AZDGF- 
sponsored trophy 
hunts starting in 
September. If you 
would like to join 
us in the field or 
can provide direct 
support, contact 
Chuk'shon Earth First!, 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com. 
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View across the lake near Franklin, Maine 


BY Panagioti Evangelos Tsolkas 

It was sometime mid-week during the 2004 Earth 
First! Round River Rendezvous (RRR) that I crossed paths 
with a crew of young folks on the trail to Caribou 
Mountain in Maine. Perhaps they were "outward bound" 
or "Eagle Scouts," or maybe they were just a group of 
friends out camping with an older brother. Their guide 
started a brief conversation, asking us who we were and 
what we were up to back at our camp. 

At the time, the interaction with those other human 
animals passed quickly and casually, blending in with 
the week's encounters of sun-bathing snakes on the 
rocky trail, snapper turtles burying eggs on the shore of 
the pond where we swam, naked two-legged babies 
running amok, and hungry mosquitoes flying into my 
ear canal and meeting a bloody, waxy death at my 
fingertips. But in hindsight, that short run-in with the 
other hikers stood out as a significant reminder of what 
I was doing in the woods that week. 

Aside from offering an excuse to escape the urban hell 
that dominates this planet, which we should be doing as 
often as we can anyway, the Earth First! RRRs serve 
another purpose. Anyone who has been to a rendezvous 
understands that pretty intimately. 1 This gathering is 
our invitation to the public to join the radical environ- 
mental movement, whether a person travels 2,000 miles 
to check it out or happens to be hiking by on accident. 
This is the place where many get their first glimpse at a 
whole community of people who have dedicated them- 
selves to fighting for the wild. Along with reading the 
EF! Journal and attending regional EF! gatherings, the 
national Summer rendezvous is how most people find 
out what "Earth First!" is really about and how they can 


get involved and stay connected. Many folks, myself 
included, came alive under the stars and around the 
campfires of EF! rondys. 

My perception of the 2004 RRR is that it was an incred- 
ible success on several fronts. Movement development 
was coupled with individual and interpersonal growth, 
and a sense of rejuvenation and enthusiasm prevailed. 
One thing worthy of mention is that new folks severely 
outbalanced the presence of people with years of invalu- 
able experience under their belts. Many of the organizers 
had never attended a specifically EF! gathering before. 
This had something to do with the location ("Maine? You 
can't get there from here.") but also the fact that move- 
ments tend to ebb and flow and there is certainly a new 
EF! generation on the rise. 

In recognizing that fact, I tried to be pretty thorough in 
this account, attempting to avoid assumptions that new 
readers would know how one of these things looks or 
works. (Yeah, I'm talking about you, who just picked this 
Journal up off the rack at Borders to read while sipping 
your beverage at the bookstore cafe. Here's an idea: Go 
pick through that trash can for someone's leftover biscotti, 
grab a few good books and walk out of that hideous 
store — right past the cash register — as if you owned the 
place. Finish reading this article on the way to your 
nearest direct action campaign.) 

The Camp Infrastructure 

For those who have never had the honor of working on 
a RRR organizing committee and don't live in a bioregion 
that is likely to host one anytime soon, I highly recom- 
mend showing up early enough to offer your hands to 
the collective effort. I was fortunate enough to get into 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
Portland, Maine in time to assist in dumpstering food 
and collecting donations, help with local projects and 
party with the organizers before the stress and tension 
kicked in. 

From what I gathered, the folks who hosted the RRR came 
from different regions of the state and split up the essential 
tasks: finding a site; doing local, 
regional and national outreach; 
having a well-stocked camp 
kitchen, medic tent and childcare 
area; planning and facilitating daily 
workshops and events; and orga- 
nizing the post-camp action. The 
childcare and kitchen are particu- 
larly noteworthy, since both have 
been neglected or ignored elements 
of past EF! gatherings, which has 
caused legitimate controversy. 

The lack of a communal kitchen 
or sufficient childcare is a great way 
to minimize the ability of people 
with families, or people who travel 
on low budgets or without personal 
automobiles, to participate fully or 
at all. This might have worked out just fine for the handful of 
wannabe cowboys who started up this beautiful movement 
in the 1 980s, but EF! has evolved and changed quite a bit since 
then. In several ways, it is coming from a more holistic and 
inclusive approach and the fact that we take care of each other 
and share more responsibilities is a good example of that. 
From what I can tell, such efforts have furthered the multi- 
generational participation of these gatherings. 

As far as the community kitchen went, there was a slight 
drawback in that we spoiled the few slackers who tended to 
sit around the snack table complaining that there wasn't 
enough soy milk for their third cup of coffee, which was 
necessary to sober them up after a hard night of drinking 
away the money that they sure as hell didn't contribute to 
the organizing fund (you folks know who you are, al- 
though I doubt you had the ambition to make it this far 
into the article). But without question, the beauty of 
mutual aid exemplified by our kitchens, childcare and field 
medics outshined the few jackasses who occasionally 
stumbled in the way. 

Workshops, Skillshares and Activities 

The schedule throughout the week was packed with 
stuff like: wild plant walks, action climbing, treesits, tri- 
pods, sexual consent discussions, song exchanges (props to 
the Hootenanny Songbook crew!), why cell phones suck, 
anti-oppression (confronting white supremacy and patri- 
archy), the Warrior Poets Society, a multigenerational EF! 
discussion, radical childrearing, a treasure hunt, cooking 
for large groups, sign language, alternatives to schooling, 
writing to political prisoners, community garden struggles, 
bicycle touring, a homebrew challenge, kicking fossil fuel 
addiction, mobilizing against the Republican and Demo- 
cratic Conventions and tons more. 

At the end of the week there was a regional roundup, giving 
folks a chance to find out what areas and environmental 


issues were represented at the gathering. States/bioregions 
represented were: Arizona, Midwest (Ohio, Minnesota), Vir- 
ginia, New England (Maine, Rhode Island, Massachusetts), 
Cascadia, Canadian boreal forests, Vancouver Island, Katuah 
(Tennessee, North Carolina), South Florida and Wild Rockies 
(Montana, Wyoming). 

Issues and actions ranged a broad spectrum. From 
natural gas mines in the Rockies 
to natural gas terminals off 
the coast of Maine; from 
gentrification and displacement 
in South Florida to urban sprawl 
in Arizona; from deforestation 
by logging in Cascadia to defor- 
estation by air pollution in Ap- 
palachia; from fighting the Ku 
Klux Klan in the South to fight- 
ing Olympic Ski Resorts in 
Canada. Trophy hunt sabotage, 
fighting factory farms, opposing 
new roads, blockading timber 
sales, occupying abandoned ur- 
ban spaces, exposing high dioxin 
in rivers, indigenous solidarity, 
lockdowns against mountaintop 
removal, buffalo protection and fighting the telescope on 
Mt. Graham were among the campaigns mentioned. 

Wrap Up 

As of the last day at the RRR, a couple of things were left 
unresolved, one being that no Winter Rendezvous/Activ- 
ist Conference location was decided on. Next, we did not 
raise enough money to offer an equal contribution to 
next year's RRR committee in the Northwest. And last, if 
anyone knows that person who was passed out drunk 
around the campfire at the final action planning meeting, 
the one who sat halfway up and tried to take a piss in the 
middle of the crowd, please tell him to save that level of 
boldness with his urine for sprinkling on the cops or the 
corporate/political elite. It just seemed like a complete 
waste trying to piss on the people who busted their ass to 
put an amazing rendezvous together. 

Hope to see y'all in Cascadia next Summer! 

For more information about the 2004 Maine RRR and 
ongoing campaigns in Maine, visit www.maineef.org. To 
listen to an audio file of the regional roundup, visit 
www.maine.indymedia.org. 

’For those who have not yet been to an Earth First! 
Rendezvous, check out the two articles from the 20th 
anniversary edition of the EF! Journal (November-Decem- 
ber 2000) for a more thorough — and hilarious — history of 
the gatherings. 

Panagioti is a Greek-American anarchist who hopes to 
someday shed the second half of his ethnic identity, head for 
the olive-covered hills of Kalamata and count himself 
among the rowdy ranks of the infamous Mediterranean 
rebels. In the meantime, he spends long, hot days fighting 
luxury condo development and nurturing tropical plant life 
on the coast of south Florida. His face was dripping in 
mango juice and avocado chunks the entire time he was 
writing this. 


The lack of a communal 
kitchen or sufficient childcare 
is a great way to minimize the 
ability of people with families, 
or people who travel on low 
budgets or without personal 
automobiles, to participate 
fully or at all. 
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Lobster Guts to LNG 

Post-Rondy Action 


by Panagioti Evangelos Tsolkas 

We were sitting around the campfire at the Round River 
Rendezvous (RRR), with the fog rolling in across the lake. A 
few folks from the Maine EF! crew had gone to scout out the 
site for the post-rondy action, and we eagerly awaited their 
return. When they made it back, we crammed in around the 
fire to finalize the action plan. You know those late-night 
meetings where suddenly people realize that they don't know 
anything about the issue and everyone wants to argue about 
who goes first in the caravan? It took hours, but 
in time all the questions were answered, 
everyone had rides and we had a great plan 
ready to go. 

Finally the day of action came, and on 
July 5, we descended en masse into the 
capitol city of Augusta, Maine. We threw a 
rowdy picnic in the backyard of Governor 
John Baldacci's mansion and declared our 
complete opposition to plans for a liquid 
natural gas (LNG) terminal off the coast of 
Maine. Such a terminal would destroy 
coastal ecosystems, further our depen- 
dence on fossil fuels from war-torn, Third- 
World countries and threaten coastal resi- 
dents with an explosion potentially larger 
than the nuke dropped on Hiroshima. 

After several years of successful local 
fights against these would-be coastal di- 
sasters, the governor made an announce- 
ment on June 27 — the day before the RRR 
began — to push for the terminal to be built on the 
coast of Passamaquoddy tribal land. During the course of the 
gathering, local activists met with Passamaquoddy commu- 
nity members who confirmed their opposition, despite the 
corporate promise that this plan would bring much-needed 
economic resources to the reservation. The unanimous deci- 
sion amongst the Maine EF! crew was that this was an 
excellent opportunity to push the local momentum already 
against LNG past the not-in-my-backyard mentality to com- 
plete rejection and no compromise against these offshore 
time bombs. 

The action was composed of several self-organized affinity 
groups and a couple dozen active supporters, totaling about 
100 people. To start off, participants erected a 20-something- 
foot tripod in the governor's driveway. A woman quickly 
climbed to the top and hung a banner reading "Kick The 
Fossil Fuel Addiction: No LNG!" This was followed by an 
anonymous crew of righteous vandals, known as the Lobster 
Liberation Front, who proceeded to dump a couple hundred 
pounds of rotting lobster carcasses on the governor's door- 
step, porch and front yard. 

Before long, a dirty horde — ripe from a week of rustic 
camping — swelled in over the fences and up the driveway 


and commenced an EF! family reunion picnic, including a 
nasty oil slick n' slide, a dumpstered donut food fight and 
other wild, wacky games that involved tromping around the 
well-manicured lawn. A squad of eco-radical cheerleaders 
even made a guest appearance, performing cheers to rally the 
rowdy reunion of rabble-rousers. Meanwhile, some unknown 
climbers managed to make the US flag atop the state capitol 
disappear, replacing it with a flag that read "No LNG Any- 
where." The Maine flag was raised from half staff to just under 
the "No LNG" flag. Sorry, Reagan. 

After an hour of the outdoor occupation, (which seemed 
to hold the governor captive to his own fear, 
as he stayed in the house the whole time, 
allegedly missing an afternoon movie 
with his son) the police rushed in with 
little warning. They arrested five folks 
on the ground, cut off support and 
communication to the tripod sitter 
and then arrested her after talking her 
into coming down. 

The jail support rally outside the police 
station was loud and inspiring. Inside, the 
arrestees maintained solidarity, and given 
the fact that the jail, like most every jail in 
this country, was already overcrowded, all six 
folks were released that day with minimal 
charges. Of course, the badass folks of Maine EF! 
already had a pro bono activist lawyer lined up, 
and all of us from outta town were confidently 
back on our own paths by the next day. 

Some Words on Post-Rondy Actions 

Post-RRR actions are my favorite part of EF! gatherings. 
They are an incredible chance to put some of those new skills 
and inspiration that were acquired at the RRR into use. The 
actions also tighten new relationships and build solidarity 
with campaigns and activists in other bioregions. 

Since the first RRR that I participated in, I have always heard 
other folks complain about feeling "out of the loop" or ill- 
informed on the action plans, hence unsure if they really 
have the time or energy to participate. And since my first 
rondy, I've always felt like that excuse was a copout. This is 
where our "actions speak louder than words," where "action 
is the antidote to despair." This is the stuff that the bumper 
stickers in the EF! merchandise catalog are made of. 

Post-rendezvous actions are where young, budding activ- 
ists often find the courage and motivation to kick some ass for 
the first time in a big group — and then to go try this stuff at 
home. Plus a court date is a good excuse for another road trip. 
Yeah, it takes a little trust, and there will most always be a little 
uncertainty for security culture reasons, but give the local 
organizers some credit. When a rendezvous is as well put 
together as this year's was, it is a safe bet that the action will 
kick-ass too. And it did. 
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by Puck 

ARTWORK BY BlLLY 

"You'll see..." Those ominous words were all that my 
Chicana friend would say to me after I told her that I was 
going to accept the position as an editor on the Earth 
First! Journal collective. Up until I mentioned my 
plans, she had been talking about her experiences 
with racism in the forest defense scene. "Maybe 
it'll be different for you...," she trailed off, 
shrugging. But that's not what the look in her 
eyes told me. 

That was two years ago. Since then, most of 
the people of color I know who were once in 
the Earth First! movement have left — all 
citing reasons of racism within the scene. 

Recently, while I was contemplating 
whether or not to attend the Round 
River Rendezvous this year, I had a mo- 
ment of terrible clarity: I realized that 
while most of my friends of color have left 
the scene in disgust, many of the men who 
have sexually assaulted women and queer 
folks are still up in the trees, writing press 
releases or lurking at basecamps. I wonder: 

What the fuck does that say about our scene? 

I decided to attend the Rendezvous. Despite all of the 
sketchy experiences I've had, especially when it comes to 
race issues, I went because I still felt like I should be able 
to call this scene home if I want to. I've had to deal with 
racist shit at previous actions and gatherings, and I didn't 
want to feel like those things had successfully 
pushed me out. So I decided to go and say 
something about it and then (theoretically 
anyway) I wouldn't care if you all hated me 
or wrote me off, because if you only liked me 
when I was quiet then you never really had 
my back anyway. From the feminist struggle 
to queer liberation to anarchism, I know that 
nothing ever changes without a fight. I knew 
that if I just silently dropped out, then some 
other person of color would have to deal with 
the same shit again. So I got on a bus headed 
toward Ellsworth, Maine. 

I Dare You 

Consider what it might be like, being a person of 
color entering an enclave of almost exclu- 
sively white people. Hopefully, we all realize 



that "race" is a social construct, not a biologi- D 
cal one. We realize that as individuals we are V 


more than the sum of our assigned races, social classes and 
genders, and if we're friends then we probably value each 
other for reasons irrespective of our backgrounds. So let's 
say that although you (you're still imagining you're a 
person of color, right?) might feel slightly un- 
comfortable with how white the crowd is at 
any given event, race isn't what you're think- 
ing of the most. You probably want to have 
a good time, do good work and not always 
be thinking about oppression and how much 
it sucks. 

But throughout the years you've had to 
deal with hearing from folks who you 
thought were your allies that ignorant brown 
people are overpopulating the planet, and 
that racism isn't as important to address as 
sexism or clearcutting. White kids talk about 
how they've rejected their privilege, yet 
boast incessantly about their grand "Third 
World" adventures criss-crossing the 
globe. Some tell you that poor people of 
color should just escape the system by 
living in squats and eating trash. (Some 
of us do, and often it's not voluntary.) 
As an isolated person of color in a 
white-dominated radical scene, you might 
also notice this: Out of the few images of people of color 
presented in anarchist and activist literature, the majority 
depict us as starving, being bombed, being incarcerated, or 
naked and holding a spear. Then if you dare to comment 
on this or any other form of racism that mani- 
fests, you're obliged to have the same boring 
conversation about white supremacy and 
what it means to be a person of color in the 
US again. And usually the person you're 
talking to doesn't care nearly as much about 
your hurt feelings and frustration as about 
wanting to prove that you're wrong; they're 
not racist, and you're just oversensitive. 

More reasons to be wary of white-domi- 
nated groups: You are tokenized when it's 
convenient but ignored or contradicted when 
you share your experiences. Your insights and 
criticisms are rejected and blown off because 
you're "too angry and emotional." When you 
take a physical and emotional risk and con- 
front racism within a majority white 
group, you are shouted down by some 
asshole bellowing "reverse racism." Imag- 
ine being left to fend for yourself while 
hordes of white people just watch. Now 
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that you've dared talk to about race, people who you once 
thought were your friends only want to tell you about how 
oppressed they are individually by black people who are 
mean to them for living in all-black neighborhoods. 

Well, this is what happened to me at the Rendezvous, 
and I found myself wondering: In what way do these 
people — my supposed friends and comrades— support me 
at all? Why the fuck don't they do something to help? 

I wonder: Would it be okay with this same crowd if a 
rape survivor talking about her experiences with abuse 
and patriarchy was so brusquely interrupted by a barrage 
of defensive, arrogant men demanding, "Well, what 
were you wearing? You were probably asking for it, so 
shut up already." 

Sure, it's not just the Earth First! scene, or even the 
environmental movement. One doesn't have to look far in 
this world to find examples of white supremacy. It's so 
etched into the patterns of our lives, consciousness, lan- 
guage and habits that it can easily be taken for granted as 
normal. This is especially true in spaces that are all or 
mostly white. I've learned the hard way that as an institu- 
tion, white supremacy is just as present in "anti-racist" 
activist and anarchist circles as it is in the larger society. 
Even within the radical environmental movement, under- 
neath the sprinkling of "politically correct" liberal lan- 
guage about "valuing diversity," many white supremacist 
ideas and influences — inherited from the white bourgeois 
origins of the conservation movement, as well as xeno- 
phobes like Edward Abbey — continue to go unchallenged. 

Opportunists and Alliances 

If you splash pictures of naked brown people ("noble 
savage porn") on your anti-civilization leaflets, this does 
not at all make you a race traitor or an ally to people of 
color. Rather, this is a disgusting example of tokenism. Do 
you know that naked man's name? Do you care about 
justice for his descendants who are alive today? Are there 
indigenous people in your group who make decisions? Or 
did you just Want to use that image of the naked brown 
man carrying .the spear for your own bizarre political 
purposes? It looks to me like more of the same old colonialist 
bullshit — more "fantasies of the Master Race." 

It's true that all of us living in North America have an 
enormous responsibility to support indigenous struggles 
for land and freedom, and we will all be better off when this 
land is returned to their care. So rather than hanging dream 
catchers in our vans or romanticizing the poverty of 
reservation life, let's fork out some fundraised money and 
other tangible support for the Native Youth Movement! 

Indigenous people are not the only people of color who 
are fighting against environmental destruction. We have 
allegiances to build in many of the most polluted, oppres- 
sive environments in the US and beyond. From Los Angeles 
to Detroit to Miami, people of color are always organizing 
against the corporations who dump and burn toxic wastes 
in their neighborhoods. Most people of color want clean 
water to drink, good organic food to eat, and beautiful 
forests, deserts and rivers to explore, and they would love 
to have time to contemplate all the grand philosophical 
questions of the day. continued on next page 


Resources for 
Challenging 
White Supremacy 

Dealing with Racism 

•www.whiteprivilege.com. An anti-racism educa- 
tion and activism resource published by the Monkeyfist 
Collective (monkeyfist.com). 

•Challenging White Supremacy, 2440 16th St, PMB 
#275, San Francisco, CA 94103; (415) 647-0921; 
www.cwsworkshop.org. Anti-racist organizers work- 
ing for social change in the US by building mass-based, 
multi-racial grassroots movements led by radical activ- 
ists of color. 

•www.activesolidarity.net. Anti-racism and move- 
ment-building resources, writings and links to various 
radical, people of color and anti-racist groups. 

•Anarchist People of Color, www.illegalvoices.org/ 
apoc. A resource created by and for anarchist and anti- 
authoritarian people of color: a network of organizers 
in communities across the US that grew out of frustra- 
tion with the predominantly white radical movement 
and subcultures. 

Multi-Cultural Environmental Resources 

•Insurrectionary Anarchists, www.geocities.com/ 
insurrectionary_anarchists. A Canadian and interna- 
tional radical news resource, including indigenous, 
immigrant and prisoner information. Resources and 
updates for Native Youth Movement actions in Canada. 

•Indigenous Environmental Network, POB 485, 
Bemidji, MN 56619; (218) 751-4967; www.ienearth.org. 
Environmental justice resource for indigenous com- 
munities throughout the Americas. 

Zines 

•Color Lines magazine, PMB 319, 4096 Piedmont 
Ave, Oakland, CA 94611-5221, (510) 653-3415, 
www.arc.org/C_Lines/CLabout.htmI. Quarterly maga- 
zine about race, culture and organizing. 

•Red Wire magazine, POB 2042, Station Main Termi- 
nal, Vancouver, BC V6B-3R6, (604) 602-7226, 
www.redwiremag.com. Media forum dedicated to Na- 
tive youth expression. 

•Zines by Zig Zag: Colonization is Always War, Anti- 
History: An Indigenous Anti-Capitalist Analysis; We Shall 
Live Again and others. Available through Green Anar- 
chy Distro, www.greenanarchy.org/distro.php; Oak 
and Cactus Distro, www.omnipresence.mahost.org/ 
ocdistro.htm. 

•Anarchist Panther by Ashanti Alston, www.anarco- 
nyc.net/anarchistpanther.html. Zines about black an- 
archists written by a former member of the Black 
Panther Party and the Black Liberation Army. 
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continued from previous page 

It's insulting as hell when white people talk about 
ecological issues like they're Great White Secrets that 
people of color don't care about and can't understand. I 
bet that wherever you live — if you try — you can 
find people of color organizing for a more just 
and sustainable Earth. 

Beyond Dumping Piss Buckets on 
Loggers 

I never got to have the discussion I 
wanted to during the Rendezvous: I was 
interrupted. Yes, I wanted to talk about 
my personal encounters with racism 
in the scene, but more than that, I 
wanted to brainstorm ideas (especially 
with people of color) about specific 
ways we could all fight for environ- 
mental justice and ecological preserva- 
tion by using direct action and grassroots 
community organizing. 

As environmental activists we choose 
campaigns to work on, corporations and 
politicians to target, allies to work with and 
issues to focus on. We decide who we reach 
out to, where we are based and how we frame 
our messages. Now, although some people can 
pull it off, most folks can't just quit their jobs, 
ditch their families and take off for days on end to 
hop a freight train to the old-growth forest defense cam- 
paign and dive dinner from the nearest dumpster. And if 
the race politics in the scene stay as they are now, why 
would anyone who isn't white want to join this fight? 

So seriously, if we're talking about fighting for freedom 
for everybody, cultivating global resistance and having 
ecological sustainability and autonomous decentraliza- 
tion, there's plenty of direct action environmentalism to 
do outside of rural, forested areas. The More Gardens! 
Project in New York City is a great example of an ecologi- 
cally-minded project that is based on multi-racial commu- 
nity organizing and civil disobedience. The whole campaign 
is about direct action — from growing food and establish- 
ing relationships with local people to 
challenging racist city policies and 
disobeying police. Organizing 
against such issues as water 
privatization — like the Water Al- 
lies Network does across the US — is 
a grand way to connect the horrors 
of capitalism to the murder of the 
planet and the absurdity of our 
unsustainable lifestyles. Genetic en- 
gineering is another issue with the potential to bring 
people with different backgrounds together. 

We would also do well to destroy the stereotype of all 
environmentalists being white and middle class — because 
we aren’t. However vehement our anti-capitalist or anti- 
consumerist rhetoric might be, we're all talk until we 
actively create campaigns that ally with working-class 
people and fight together for justice and a safe, healthy, 
thriving planet. 



... 
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Next Time? 

A few folks who went to the Rendezvous have asked me: 
"What could we have done? How can we do things differ- 
ently next time?" For starters, you could create a space 
where marginalized people who call out shitty, 
oppressive behavior don't have to deal with a 
defensive and reactionary majority that uses 
the opportunity to attack and force a debate 
on their own terms. Again, would this be 
expected of a sexual assault survivor? Being 
an ally is not theoretical. Find the people 
who are doing good shit, and ask them how 
they need to be supported. 

Right now, I feel like going to the Rendez- 
vous and speaking out was a big fucking 
mistake. The whole ordeal makes me feel 
exhausted and terrible still. A few white ac- 
tivists who were at the workshop have since 
expressed sentiments like: "It was good 
for me to think about these things. It 
really challenged me." 

Throughout the weekend, I felt awful 
and was often close to tears. I couldn't just 
"be myself" — I had to always be on guard, 
waiting for the next ignorant comment and 
the next attack to refute. Meanwhile, most of 
my supposed allies stood around and dispas- 
sionately commented on how much my pain 
taught them. I couldn't help but feel like a lab animal who 
is being sliced open, stared at and prodded by scientists 
who remark coldly about how much there is to learn from 
my insides. Does this sound too harsh? Well, I try to 
appreciate where some of you might be coming from and 
understand that this might be new for you, but being 
treated like an abstract theory or a lab experiment and not 
a human who deserves respect leaves me feeling even 
more isolated and alienated. My suf- 
fering shouldn't have to be your 
lesson plan. 

Please do seek out resources 
that are out there for white 
people to deal with racist so- 
cialization. It sucks having to 
talk about issues that often di- 
rectly impact our lives — like 
gentrification or immigration 
policy — on a purely theoreti- 
cal level with people who've 
never had to deal with these 
things themselves. It sucks 
worse when those same people 
arrogantly insist that we're 
wrong about our understanding 
of the oppression that we live 
through and fight daily. 

Healing and Decolonizing 

The process of colonization is painful and dehumanizes 
both the oppressors and the oppressed. We all have so 
much healing to do. The dominant Western culture is 
killing the planet. We need to love the land, build real ties 
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Greenpeace Banner and Fish Pens in Canada 


BY EMRYS 

On July 10, Greenpeace activists and First Nations 
from Canada and Alaska led a sea-based action against 
the aquaculture industry in British Columbia, Canada. 
Activists called attention to the environmental destruc- 
tion caused by fish farming in the Broughton Archi- 
pelago by floating a 60-foot banner reading, "Keep It 
Wild, No Fish Farms," by a set of fish farm pens. 

In 2002, close to four million wild pink salmon died 
after contracting lethal levels of sea lice from fish farms 
in the Broughton area. At the end of April of this year, 
wild juvenile pinks were seen with deadly numbers of 
sea lice, higher than in 2002. Many of these small fish 
had more than 60 lice. 


"We are watching a storm move closer ... that threat- 
ens to wipe out our traditional way of life and our 
livelihoods in Alaska," said A. Webster Denmert, presi- 
dent of the Klawock Cooperative Association, an Alas- 
kan Native commercial fisheries group that participated 
in the action. "We are here to ask all Canadians to put a 
stop to this insanely risky endeavor.” 

"What's happening in the Broughton — the eradica- 
tion of a major wild salmon run — is bound to happen on 
the north coast toward Alaska, where the BC and federal 
governments are now expanding fish farms," said 
Catherine Stewart, Greenpeace Canada's west coast cam- 
paigner. "Canada's agenda of fish farm expansion is 
completely disregarding the lifeblood of the entire west 
coast: the wild salmon." 


with and learn from people whose ways of life are more in 
tune with the Earth and are less oppressive to people. 

How will we able to do this if we're stuck in an insular 
scene, congratulating ourselves and pretending that noth- 
ing is wrong? We need to find ways to support each other, 
care for each other, rip off our blinders and talk frankly 
about the problems we face. 

I wrote this so that no one can pretend that racism in the 
movement isn't a big deal, or that nothing happened or 
that everything was resolved. Nothing has been 
resolved for me. I think that if any of you care about these 


things, then you should freaking change things so that 
people of color don't keep leaving. After all, talk is just talk, 
right? Actions — whether it's setting fire to corporate head- 
quarters, putting your ass on the line in front of a logging 
truck, or deliberately choosing campaigns that ally with 
people of color and working class folks — are what matter in 
the end, not words. 

Puck is a freelance independent journalist and is part of 
theAnarchist People of Color movement. She was an editor on 
the Earth First! Journal collective and has been involved in 
forest defense campaigns and land struggles. 
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ARMED WITH 


Goose Island Texas Park 


Live oaks 

that look like 

they've lived a thousand years 
weep and reach for the sky 

in one triumphant, tangled sweep. 


On the beach 

laughing gulls celebrate life's comedy 
while wintering pintails 
huddle in the slivers of coast 
not fumed with oil. 


Mockingbirds 

everywhere with their stop sign tails 
greeters in the campground 
where phoebes keep a quiet eye 
seeing just as much. 


Cool on my feathery bag 
I wake hourly to watch 

the stars wheeling me around 

and in the morning vultures return 
reminding me that 

for all the changes humans have made 
life is still pretty much the same. 


—Jenny McBride 


Silver King Creek and 
Lower Fish Valley 


VISI9M5 



~My Secret Fort~ 


Here I sit in my Secret Fort 
trees to starboard, grass to port 
A speckled sun comes shining through 
a roof of leaves moist with dew 
From outside, it's just a bush 
but., give the secret door a push 
and., inside, you'll find waiting there 
a secret table, and secret chair 
a place to sit, and watch the birds 
or search my mind for secret words 
and gaze out over secret pond 
to snow capped mountains far beyond 
read the paper, drink a cup 
go and fill my senses up 
Just make sure when all is done 
my Secret Fort stays known to one! 


Moon's ripe crescent 
thins west ridge silhouettes: 

scarp shine 

Bark-yip coyotes yarp-howl 
coming down, switch 
back scree slides 
crossing boulder slopes 
scattering yip, yarp, yarl 
streak aspen camouflage 
snow brush thickets 
cascade granite ledges 
weave pine— sage brush 
across grass meadow 
runs prey down 
encircling 
mana! 

Manifest! 



Air-ice-clear 

Aspen! 

Pine! 

Breathe 


—Chris Olander 


—joey racano 


Calls crack crisp air! 

Crest line crags break light! 

Yapping, yars, yar~yar~yar~yarp~yarp~yarp~ 
Yeeeoooowwwrrrrllllllllls 


Ritual spiral coursing 
the beat of the heart 


the chant of the breath 


clamp teeth kill! 
Renewal aria chorusing 


yip~yjp~yjp~yar~yar~yar~yarp~yarp~yarp~ 
Yeeeoooowwwrrrrllll Wills— 
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CLEAR AS CUT GLASS dr 
JUST AS DAMGER9US... 


ait lights reserved to the autkois 
Send poems to 
TOawioz ^£>oets Society 
O/S 14 SOI 

Berkeley, (2 A 94712-5501 




Remedy in Olympia 

There was Judi, there was Julia, 

' v and now there's Redwood Remedy. 
Take care, my wild friend, 

QflH beware Maxxam and their assassins, 
remember Gypsy, Judi and Darryl. 

I see you far on up your trail, 

Hr an honored Elder of the Tribe, 
and I pray that I see true. 

I put your posters everywhere 

in and around Oly town 

(and even by a federal tree 

on a Forest Disservice bulletin board), 

and we all came outto see you, 

back at your old bookstore. 

You gave us the real news 
of the terrorist war against the Earth, 
bigger by far than all the news 
in the Sunday morning papers. 

You cried and so did we 
as we watched your Earth First! video, 
and heard the moaning agony 
of the ancient falling trees. 

I thought of creatures great and small, 
the screaming songs of harpooned whales, 
the mournful howls of the last wolves, 
and the cries of a billion babies 
on a hot and dying world. 


Thanks for all your remedies, 
you and Wren and the strong sisters 
of the North Coast woman warriors. 

Thanks to the Elders and X'ers, Y and Z'ers, 
the treehuggers and treesitters 
and treebards and treebeards, 

the hobbits in the land of Mordor 

and rebels in the New World Order. 

(Let's put those words together— 
we're in the New World Mordor!) 

We'll dance to Joules Graves and Liarbird 
and Sisters of the Revolution, 
we'll sing when monkeywrenchers 
stop the jack-the-ripper log trucks 
that roar all day on West Bay Drive, 
we'll break on through the wildest summer 
since the fabled summer of '68, 
and then we'll all come home 
and dance around the fire again— 

Earth Tribe, rock on to the end! 

—Craig Oare 


East Neck 


This morning the field 
is full of trucks, 
tractor trailers with 
pieces of a house soon 
to stand where last year 
there was forest. 
This morning the turtle who 
spent the week laying eggs 
in the sand beside the road 
lies crushed on the pavement, 
eyes open, still breathing and 
just yards down the road, 
the squirrel has already died. 

These are the first signs. 

We leave the earth a cleared place, 
spaces where the woods were, 
spaces where the turtles were, 
what becomes of the world, 
with us in it. 

I will move the beautiful bodies 
into a woods of their own. 


—Gary Lawless 
6/22/04 
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P rom Atheist to Treehugger 


by Jean Eisenhower 

It began with a Douglas fir tree. I think. I've never had a 
mind for details like scientifically-agreed-upon names for 
things, so I had to call the US Forest Service seven years later, 
when I first wanted to write this story, and ask the ranger what 
the dominant tree was on Oregon's Humbug Mountain. 

Earlier that Summer, in 1986, 1 heard an activist teasingly 
call another activist a treehugger. I'd heard that term used 
derogatorily about a fanatical, off-balanced sort of person, 
who would defend trees over even the plight of humans. 
These men, however, seemed to enjoy the word. 

A few weeks later, as I hiked the trail, watching my long- 
legged partner disappear beyond a bend, I wondered if that 
word meant anything literal, whether anyone actually did 
hug trees for any purpose? 

As soon as I'd articulated that question, I heard a stunning 
response from a nearby tree, Why don't you try it? 

I might as well have banged my head into a low-hanging 
branch by the way I stumbled in my heavy-booted stride. 
This forest is alive! 

Of course, I knew already that on one level the forest was 
alive, but this new level was an absolute shock to my reality, 
and I nearly cried out. 

Not wanting to see anything different or hear anything 
more, I turned sideways on the path and looked at 
the trees standing there. My face, I imagine, be- 
trayed my dread and probably a hint of submis- 
sion — for what else can you do in 
the face of such a thing? Submis- 
sion would be the only rational re- 
sponse, to not fight what you cannot change. 

Still, I imagined the goofiest stereotypes 
of New Age people and thought, Please, I 
don't want to be like that. 

A gentle part of me cajoled: If 
I was truly a good empirical ratio- 
nalist, then I couldn't ignore my 
perceptions just because I didn't 
like the corollaries. 

I had to agree, but I didn't like it. My heart was 
sick that I might have to give up my tough, 
proud, cynical atheism. 

Defenseless, I accepted that I would do this 
thing, but I didn't want it made worse by 
someone coming around a bend and catch- 
ing me in the act. The campground below 
wasn't crowded, and it was mid-afternoon, 
so most folks would have finished taking 
their morning walks and be back at camp, 
relaxing in their folding chairs before mak- 
ing dinner. It was unlikely that my part- 
ner would come back down the trail to 
find me, since he loved his solitude 
as much as I love mine today. 

I should be safe. 


As soon as I'd imagined hugging a tree for real — no longer 
a concept, but now as a real physical act — I noticed that the 
roots of the trees were all humped hugely out of the ground 
and sloped steeply up into the trunk. It would be very difficult 
to get near one. It was impossible. I was saved. 

But I’d demonstrated my empirical open-mindedness, and 
that was the important thing, I thought. Like Abraham about 
to slay Jacob, I wouldn’t really have to do the dreadful thing, 
only prove my willingness. Relieved, I made a vow then and 
there not to be so cynical about issues of Spirit, and I turned 
to resume my walk, humbled and wiser. Then I saw that the 
tree directly in front of me displayed a perfectly-level, stair- 
step-height root that met the trunk at a neat right angle, 
making my task extremely easy to accomplish. I was stunned. 
(Today, I wonder, Did that tree shape-shift? and fust how flexible 
is this reality ; anyway?) 

The challenge had returned, and I had no out. With a 
sinking heart, one last glance down the trail and a prayer for 
privacy, I stepped up onto the root and hoped it wouldn't take 
too long. My logical mind also wondered how I'd know 
whether whatever happened wasn't just my imagination. 
This is just a test, I told myself, an empirical experiment. 

I reached my arms around the trunk as far as I could and 
embraced half its girth. I adjusted my stance, relaxed my torso 
against the trunk and stretched my arms a bit more. My 
fingers found holds a little farther around as I leaned my 
face close to the cool roughness. I wondered again how 
much time would constitute a fair test. 

Before I had completed my first ex- 
halation, my reality was broken more 
thoroughly than it had ever been bro- 
ken before. A waterfall of crystalline light 
fell through me, dissipating something like radio static 
that I'd never known was in me until it was gone. In 
its place was emptiness, 
breath, wonder, beauty, si- 
lence, blessing, awe. Ah.... 
Tilting my face to the sky, 

I saw the yellow light beyond 
the silhouette-black fir needle 
clusters, spaced with perfection, each 
about its work of gathering sunlight. Look- 
ing at the bark, I saw the mute presentation of 
Mother Nature in this ancient tree. 

I stepped down carefully, then backward, watching 
the trees and raising my hands into the classic prayer 
gesture beneath my chin, grateful for a healing I 
never knew I needed. Slowly I bowed, wondering 
where this experience would take me. 

Jean Eisenhower worked to protect Mt. Gra- 
ham and did media work for the Judi Bari v. 
FBI trial. A writer, artist and semi-hermit 
in the desert of Cochise County, Ari- 
zona, she succumbed to the Mystery 
and now communes with mes- 
quites and oaks. 
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Gary Bennett enjoying the wilderness with his rescued dog companions, Shane and Skye 


by Joe Carmichiel 

Friends of the wild places lost a tireless 
and committed ally on May 21 when Gary 
A. Bennett of Penfield, New York, succumbed 
to a long illness. A lifelong outdoorsman 
and activist, Gary found creative ways to 
enjoy and protect the wilderness through- 
out his life. 

I first met Gary at college in the 1980s. I 
was an idealistic teenager and Gary was a 30- 
something who, sick of the work-a-day life, 
returned to school to study geology. Already 
a veteran environmental campaigner, he in- 
troduced me to the world of environmental 
activism and to the notion, as radical as it 
seemed at the time, that all species share the same basic 
rights. To support these ends, he spent his time in peaceful 
direct action and protests against the corporate greed that 
was destroying the wilderness. By the end of that year, 
Gary was even proud to have been arrested for peacefully 
protesting the clearcut logging of old-growth forests in the 
West. He sent me a post card with a smiley face on it from 
the Arapahoe County Jail in Colorado. 

Whether floating down the Amazon looking for pink 
river dolphins, hiking down a trail into the Grand Canyon 
or sipping moonshine from a sugarcane still in the rainforest, 
Gary always remained genuinely amazed at the plants, 
animals and people that make the wild places their home. 

His selfless fundraising and advocacy work benefited 
many of his favorite groups, including the Adirondack 


Mountain Club, Earth First!, The Maine Woods Project and 
many others. In the last years of his life, he dedicated 
special effort to helping homeless and abused pets. He 
wanted people to remember him by supporting organiza- 
tions like those mentioned above, and especially BestFriends 
animal shelter of Kanab, Utah (bestfriends.org). 

The next time you are hiking down an Adirondack trail, 
or staring up at the rim of the Grand Canyon (another of 
Gary's favorite places), or if you happen to hear the 
wilderness call out to you in the form of a coyote howl in 
the night, remember Gary Bennett. Remember Gary and 
people like him, who believe that wilderness is the essen- 
tial spirit of the Earth. Remember them if only because 
they are right, and they had the guts to speak up for the 
animals throughout their lives. 


Bennett 





BY LISA 


The Death of a Wolf 


On July 1 1, a US Fish 
and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) officer gunned 
down one of only 55 
Mexican gray wolves 
in the wild. The wolf 
was the second to be 
killed by federal 
agents since the Mexi- 
can Gray Wolf Rein- 
troduction program 
began in 1998. 

A male from the 
Saddle Pack, the wolf 
eluded capture for four 
months, even digging up traps that had been set for 
him. Before being brought down, he freed the land from 
five cows. 


As part of the rein- 
troduction program, 
the wild population of 
wolves is considered 
"experimental" and 
"nonessential," deny- 
ing it full Endangered 
Species Act protection. 
Wolves may be killed 
in self-defense or if seen 
attacking livestock, 
and many have been 
lost to rancher vigilan- 
tism. In this case, FWS 
agents killed the wolf 
on the ranchers' behalf. 
For more informa- 
tion on how you can help protect the remaining wolves 
from this murderous policy, contact the Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity, www.biologicaldiversity.org. 
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In July, 5 00 indigenous people from across the Americas converged in Ecuador to share their experiences and struggles and to develop a unified front 


by Agave 

It's about 5:30 a.m. and I want to sleep some more — but 
my roommates, Kichwa indigenous companeros — have started 
a good-natured chatter while getting up and gathering their 
bedding off the fiber mats we sleep on. I arise in pre-coffee 
grogginess and follow the flow of people up the stairs to the 
rooftop terrazzo, where this morning's ceremony has begun. 
We are about 1 00 people in the hazy, Andean dawn light; the 
city of Quito sprawls out below us while a Bolivian Aymara 
man performs a coca leaf ceremony to usher in the day. 

It's the Second Continental Summit of Indigenous Pueb- 
los and Nationalities, held July 22-25 in Ecuador's capital 
city of Quito. Five hundred people from across Abya Yala 
(the Americas) have converged to share their experiences 
and struggles and develop a unified indigenous front. The 
summit is held in a monastery. While nuns fuss and cluck 
over breakfast, I take in the colorful and intricate vestments; 
there’s also a fair number of indigenous people in jeans and 
baseball caps, or sporting cell phones. 

One pivotal theme of the Indigenous Summit is that of 
lands, territories and natural resources, which I follow with 
interest. The moderator of this working group speaks of an 
"Ecological Debt" that the US and other consumption- 
heavy "First World" countries owe to Latin America: The 
environmental destruction caused by industrial production, 
overconsumption and the production of greenhouse gases 
has created an unequal exchange between the North and the 
South in terms of sustainability. This concept of an ecologi- 
cal debt directly references the external debt that Southern 
governments pay, which cripples national economies and 
contributes to chronic poverty. Further along in the presen- 
tation, Rudolfo Recop of Guatemala makes the point that 


"territory" is a Western concept nonexistent in the tradi- 
tional worldview of his people, the Maya. Their pre- 
Columbian conception of lands was that of a single territory, 
unmarred by national borders. 

Commentary from Aldo Gonzalez, a Zapotec man from 
Oaxaca, highlights for me a major underlying debate within 
the Indigenous Summit. He says that entering the fight for 
intellectual property rights is a trap — "property" is a West- 
ern concept that if accepted, negates traditional cultural 
beliefs. He states, "The concept of property is not of indig- 
enous people — we are not proprietaries of plants or animals. 
Rather, we belong to and are guardians of living things in the 
natural world, and as such, cannot sell them." Viewpoints 
within the summit are characterized by both a struggle by 
indigenous people to assert autonomy — by developing sys- 
tems of governing based on cultural traditions, designed by 
their own pueblos or nationalities — and on the other hand, 
an effort to reform the dominant system, working to better 
their lot within it. 

Throughout the discussion, privatization comes up time 
and again — I keep hearing mention of environmental 
groups taking over natural preserves to commodify the 
resources available there. Disturbing. I decide to conduct a 
little research. 

The Indigenous Summit was in part a prelude to the First 
Social Forum of the Americas, held in Quito July 26-30. The 
Social Forum is a grand-scale event — nearly 8,000 people are 
in town to participate over four days. Listings for the 
multitude of seminars alone fill 20 pages of the 50-page 
schedule of events. On the 26th, I'm at the "Alternative 
America Fair," part of the Social Forum, marking the differ- 
ences from the Indigenous Summit. For one, it's more 
commercialized. Scores of green tents showcase artesama 
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(traditional crafts) from all over; there are also books, infor- 
mation booths, fair trade chocolate, vegetarian food and the 
like. The number of panel discussions, testimonials and 
seminars are flat-out overwhelming. I decide to follow the 
indigenous and environmental threads. 

In the first conference of the event, entitled "Indigenous 
Pueblos and the Construction of Another America," 
Humberto Cholango of the Ecuarunari states that, "change 
is not just a problem of indigenous people." Rather, people 
have to work in coalition to achieve social change. For 
example, the Ecuarunari is part of a triumvirate of organiza- 
tions in Ecuador that has maneuvered strategically for 
several decades to achieve considerable influence upon the 
politics of the nation — up to a complete regime change in 
the uprising of 2000. Indeed, indigenous movements in 
South America look upon successes in Ecuador as an ex- 
ample and inspiration for Native peoples of the continent. 
Cholango promotes the reformist point of view: "In this 
process of constructing a new America, we need to partici- 
pate actively in government." 

In the course of the summit and forum, I get to know 
Alfredo Luna, a biologist. I meet with him to better under- 
stand the recurring theme of privatization in the name of 
preservation. He passes me a number of documents, includ- 
ing one entitled, "Water: Together We Can Take Care of It!" 
On the surface, it appears to promote the conservation of a 
complex of natural, protected areas north of Quito — nearly 
2.5 million acres com- 
posed mostly of paramo, 
or high-altitude Andean 
steppe. These areas con- 
tain a rich variety of flora 
and fauna, including en- 
dangered species such as 
the Andean condor. 

Around these zones also 
live nearly 800,000 in- 
habitants, with several 
thousand within the ac- 
tual protected areas. These 
populations include 40 
indigenous communities 
that practice ways of life 
that fall between subsis- 
tence agriculture and the 
cash economy, raising 
dairy cattle and growing traditional crops. 

Hydrologically speaking, paramos are vast sponges, trans- 
fusing water from permanent mists into the sloping ground, 
where it eventually drains into hundreds of streams and 
rivers — including those that provide drinking water to 
Ecuador's growing capital city of Quito. In the name of 
preserving these watersheds, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
funded by USAID, has produced a plan to "clean up" land 
tenancy in and around these areas while simultaneously 
assessing the monetary value of hydrological resources 
within them. In this plan, a raise in consumer water prices 
would fund an undefined private entity and give it the 
authority to manage these reserves, including controlling 
access to them. 

The TNC's plan places private organizations such as their 
own in control of natural protected areas in order to sell 


"environmental services" — that is to say, water from nature — 
to local and neighboring populations, leaving them excluded 
from their own land. Basic laws of economics would dictate 
that to preserve a diminishing resource, the price should be 
raised. But should water, a basic human need, cost more to 
those who cannot afford it? Should water ever be subject to the 
laws of the market and meted out by a private entity? 

Ecuador is also the stage for a new "Biodiversity Law," 
proposed legislation that would open protected areas to 
multiple use, authorize infrastructure projects within them, 
and turn their management over to private entities through 
a fund that includes public moneys. Negotiating this pro- 
posed law are not transnational corporations, as one would 

expect. In this model, 
environmental non- 
governmental organi- 
zations like TNC 
become the "techni- 
cal experts," or inter- 
mediaries, to the 
global market. 

Water privatization 
is a global issue and 
crisis we all face — af- 
ter all, water is life. 
Joseph Stiglitz, former 
vice president of the 
World Bank, has 
stated, "The next 
world war will be 
about water. " As fresh- 
water resources be- 
come scarcer and the 
global population 
continues to grow, scenarios such as this 
one in Ecuador will continue to be repli- 
cated around the globe. 

Resistance to the privatization of water 
is also global, and indigenous people have 
been at the forefront. In Bolivia in 2000, a 
united front of campesinos (peasant farm- 
ers), indigenous people, students and citi- 
zens in the city of Cochabamba raised a 
ruckus when Bechtel, one of two major 
players in the global water market (the 
other being Suez), tried to privatize the 
municipal water supply in accordance with the structural 
adjustment policies of the World Bank. In a popular uprising 
lasting four months, rioting citizens filled the streets, traffic 
was stopped for four straight days and several government 
and water buildings were damaged and burned. When the 
tear gas finally cleared, some 150 people were left dead as a 
result of military and police violence. 

It appears that the global water wars have already begun, 
and here in Latin America, where people and land have been 
so tremendously exploited for over 500 years, resistance is — 
simply put — a matter of life or death. 

TNC's plan to take over Quito's water supply does not 
stand alone in terms of the global scenario. Conservation 
International (Cl), another biggie in the international 
"conservation" scene, has done similar work in Chiapas, 

continued on next page 
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The environmental 
destruction caused by 
industrial production 
and overconsumption has created 
an unequal exchange between the 
North and the South in terms of 
sustainability, and the US and other 
consumption-heavy countries owe 
Latin America an “Ecological Debt.” 



Nuclear Waste, Gold 
and Land Theft in Newe Sogobia 


BY LISA 

On July 7, President Bush signed into law the Western 
Shoshone Distribution Bill, the latest chapter in a long history 
of indigenous land theft. The bill authorizes the US govern- 
ment to pay the Western Shoshone Nation $145 million for 
24 million acres of land in Nevada, despite heavy opposition 
by the majority of Western Shoshone tribal governments. 

The Shoshone land, Newe Sogobia in the Shoshone lan- 
guage, has been occupied by the tribes for thousands of 
years, and the Western Shoshone Nation holds official title 
to 60 million acres via the Ruby Valley Treaty of 1863. The 
US government has ignored that fact for decades, illegally 
using Shoshone land for nuclear, mining and ranching 
interests against the will of the tribes. In 1979, the US 
proposed to buy the land for 15 cents an acre, but the 
Shoshone refused. The new distribution bill simply disre- 
gards Shoshone opposition — granting them the 1979 
amount, plus interest — in order to escalate the exploitation 
of Newe Sogobia. 

Dump Your Waste and Rob the Resources 

The Nevada nuclear test site was developed on Western 


Shoshone land in the early 1950s and was used for full-scale 
nuclear detonations until 1992, severely irradiating local 
communities. In February 2002, the Bush administration 
officially designated Yucca Mountain, also located within 
the treaty boundaries, as the repository for all the nation's 
nuclear waste. Bechtel has been awarded a $1.2 billion 
contract to build the facility. 

The Western Shoshone, scientists and other concerned 
citizens have opposed the Yucca Mountain project since it 
was first proposed in the late 1970s. Geological and hydro- 
logical features of the area make it highly unsafe for the 
storage of nuclear waste. There are also concerns about the 
effects of radiation on nearby populations and possible 
accidents during transportation of the waste. 

Disregarding significant evidence of dangers as well as 
the illegality of using the land, the US government is 
pushing through with the waste repository project. The 
Bush administration has also hinted at resuming nuclear 
weapons testing on Shoshone lands, despite strong inter- 
national opposition. 

Newe Sogobia is also rich in mineral deposits. A 1999 report 
by the US Geological Survey called it the "number one 
investment opportunity" for extraction companies. Ten 


Preservation 

or Privatization 

continued from previous page 
Mexico, pressuring Mexico's Na- 
tional Commission of Pro- 
tected Areas to displace 
communities in the Montes 
Azules Biosphere Reserve in 
the Lacandona jungle (see EF!J 
March-April 2004). In Guate- 
mala, Cl works in the Maya 
Biosphere Reserve with 
Texaco and Exxon to develop 
a methodology relating the 
potential existence of petro- 
leum with the density of cer- 
tain flora. 

Indigenous communities, 
though living within national 
systems of government, are 
fighting for the survival not only of 
their cultures, but also their lands. 
Aldo Gonzalez sums up the polemic 
with a proposed solution: "The im- 
perialists will continue to try and rob 
our culture and the Earth. But it will 


be harder if we are united against 
them — it's a question of resistance." 

Indeed, resistance to the commodi- 
fication of nature and the "transna- 
tionalization of conservation" must 
continue. Americans need to know how 


US players influence land management 
in other parts of the world. But simply 
knowing is not enough. Those living in 
the US must work in solidarity against 
privatizing forces originating in their 
own country. 


I flash back to an evening of inter- 
cultural entertainment during the 
Indigenous Summit. A group of men 
and women from Nampa, Peru, per- 
form a solemn circular dance. They 
are wearing clothes with neon em- 
broidery and rows of decora- 
tive buttons, shawls with bits 
of mirror sewn onto them and 
tall headdresses of long tan 
feathers. The men carry in their 
left hands a drum, in their right 
hands an Andean panpipe held 
to their lips. 

The music is haunting, a slow 
steady rhythm and low wood- 
wind tones. Each man plays only 
every other note — the music as 
a whole is comprised of all these 
individual sounds put together. 
For me, this symbolizes the in- 
digenous way of integrated liv- 
ing with each other and the Earth. 
Perhaps it may also symbolize how 
global resistance can be built. 

Agave is an autonomous journalist 
from Tucson, Arizona, who is traveling 
in South America. 



Indigenous people unite at the First Social Forum of the 
Americas in Ecuador in July 
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percent of the world's gold production (two-thirds of US 
production) occurs on Western Shoshone land. The US has 
awarded mining contracts to Barrick, Placer Dome, Newmont, 
Kennecott and Marigold multinational companies. 

A new privatization scheme currently in Congress, HR 
2869, would award yet another mining contract to Placer 
Dome. The proposed contract for Mt. Tenabo — a sacred 
mountain in Crescent Valley, Nevada — is expected to yield 
seven to eight billion dollars in revenue for the company. 

Nevada legislators are also trying to develop the many hot 
springs located on Western Shoshone treaty lands for geo- 
thermal energy production. Federal bill HR 2772 would 
open up the area to massive geothermal production, grant- 
ing preliminary subsidies to the energy industry with the 
option to convert energy leases into mineral claims. 

Another Lousy Deal 

All of these actions by the 
US government and multi- 
national companies are de- 
grading and poisoning the 
land of the Western Sho- 
shone. They are also com- 
pletely illegal. Now, with the 
passage of the distribution 
bill, the US is trying to termi- 
nate all Shoshone claims to 
24 million acres of Newe 
Sogobia by "buying" it. 

Based on a straw poll com- 
pleted by a handpicked 
group of Shoshone, the Bush 
administration claims that 
the "vast majority" of people 
in the Western Shoshone 
tribes want to sell the land. 




has the constitutional right 
to individualize Western 
Shoshone assets without 
Western Shoshone tribal 
concurrence." 

As many as 10,000 West- 
ern Shoshone could be en- 
titled to payment. However, 
some have said they will 
not accept the money be- 
cause doing so would sug- 
gest that they accept the 
legislation robbing them of 
their land. 

"I'm not going to sell my 
dignity, my spirituality, my 
culture. No way," said Car- 


Westem Shoshone people are prepared to fight against a buy-out of 
millions of acres of their land, which Bush authorized in July 


Tribal leaders call the vote a sham, and even the Bureau of rie Dann, a traditional tribal member. 


Indian Affairs has not validated the results. 

"A fraud is a fraud," said Western Shoshone National 
Councilmembe'r Raymond Yowell. "The [people] who pushed 
for this money are not members of any federally recognized 
council and have no authority to speak on behalf of the 
Western Shoshone nation. The Nevada legislators and the 
Bush administration have been well-advised of this fact." 

Six members of Congress attached a dissenting view to the 
legislation, arguing that the administration did not prove 
that a majority of Shoshone support the distribution. In fact, 
eight resolutions opposing it have been passed by various 
Western Shoshone governing bodies, representing more than 
70 percent of the Western Shoshone population. In addition, 
the National Congress of American Indians, the United 
Nations and Amnesty International are against the bill. 

The US government claims that the original Ruby Valley 
Treaty was invalidated by the so-called "gradual encroach- 
ment" of miners who squatted the land during the 1800s, 
but this justification cannot be upheld legally. 

The tribes believe that the legislation may be unconstitu- 
tional due to the fact that the funds will be distributed 
amongst individual members of Western Shoshone tribes. 


Dann claims that the government has stolen and ex- 
ploited more than 60 million acres of Newe Sogobia across 
Nevada, California, Utah and Idaho, and a lawsuit challeng- 
ing past land seizures is currently before the US District 
Court in Washington, DC. 

Yowell echoes her sentiments. "What this bill does is give 
[the US government] an out, " he said. "Now they can say that 
they paid the Shoshone for their land. I cannot be a part of it. " 

Unfortunately, many Shoshone will probably accept the 
payments, but tribal authorities still refuse to recognize the US 
government's claim to the land. "The fight is not over," said 
Yowell. "Individuals cannot sell out a nation, and the bill, 
although a threat politically, does nothing to change our 
inherent rights or our treaty rights. . .. We will use the Treaty of 
Ruby Valley to stop Yucca Mountain and to protect our lands. " 

Elders and traditional tribal members won't give up, be- 
cause they cannot. "As Western Shoshone, we have been 
fighting for many years to simply remain who we are — 
Western Shoshone,” said Dann. "The Earth is our mother and 
land provides us with life, like the water and the air. To take 
this land from us will be to lead us into a spiritual death." 

For more information, contact the Western Shoshone 


Tom Leubben, an attorney for the Yomba Shoshone tribe, Defense Project, POB 211308, Crescent Valley, NV 89821; 
claims that "there is a legal issue, which is whether Congress wsdp@igc.org; www.wsdp.org. 
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Utah Heats Up 


BY OSC^R AND LISA 

Utah has been a hotspot 
for FBI concern this Sum- 
mer after a slew of Earth 
and Animal Liberation 
Front (ELF and ALF) ac- 
tions took place there 
within a span of three 
months. Since the inci- 
dents, there has been only 
one arrest. To make mat- 
ters worse for the feds, the 
2004 Total Liberation 
Tour's bands and speakers 
performed in Salt Lake City on July 17. 

On June 14, the ELF targeted a lumberyard in West 
Jordan. According to a communique received by the ELF 
press office: "Stock Building Supply ... was targeted 
because it has ignored several warnings to repair [its] 
forklifts ... [which] put out far more pollutants than 
average diesel engines.... If the consequences of early 
Monday morning are what it takes to bring their negli- 
gence to the attention of the media and the people of the 
world, then it is well worth it.... If you build it, we will 
burn it! Stop destroying Mother Earth." 

The arson inflicted $1.5 million in damage to Stock 
Building Supply, in the fourth action claimed by the ELF 
this year. 

Less than a month later, a fire was set in an empty barn 
at Brigham Young University's (BYU) Ellsworth Meat 
and Livestock facilities in Provo. The fire damaged two 
tractors and a nearby building, inflicting more than 
$30,000 in damage. 

In the past few months, the ALF has claimed responsi- 
bility for two other actions at BYU facilities. On May 1 7, 
the ALF rescued doves, rabbits and finches from the 


Ellsworth Farm lab. Two weeks later it sabotaged ve- 
hicles, spilled chemicals and sprayed graffiti on walls 
and equipment. No one was injured in these actions. 

Harrison David Burrows, 18, has since been arrested for 
the arson action and is under house arrest in West Vir- 
ginia pending a September 27 trial. Burrows allegedly 
confessed to setting the fire as well as past ALF actions. 
According to an FBI affidavit, Burrows called a local 
television station and claimed the arson for the ALF. The 
FBI alleges that a search of his house turned up physical 
evidence including a birdcage taken from the farm. 

Burrows was first questioned when he and a companion 
were seen watching the fire while on a walk. He faces the 
charge of destroying property by fire, which can carry five 
to 20 years in prison. He has pleaded not guilty. 

Not to be deterred by increased federal surveillance 
and repression, the Total Liberation Tour pulled up to 
perform at BYU mere days after the ALF's most recent 
action. The performance included speakers from Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty, Crimethlnc. and other 
liberation groups. Jakob Nyberg, who helped put to- 
gether the Utah show, said that organizers held it at a 
public library because venue owners in other cities had 
been intimidated by police and FBI agents. 

Even though the FBI claims that it didn't send agents 
to monitor the Total Liberation Tour event, Ray Mey, 
supervisor of the FBI's Joint Terrorism Task Force, said 
"The increase in [ELF and ALF activity] may be tied to the 
planned stop," which he claimed would feature top 
leaders of both the ELF and ALF. 

The combination of underground actions with public 
educational events, like the Total Liberation Tour, cre- 
ates an aboveground base of support, without which 
underground actions and cells wouldn't be able to sur- 
vive. The aboveground support networks are essential to 
help those arrested by the government. 

Oscar wants the ALF to liberate him from the Journal office. 


New Ecoterrorism Bill in Congress 


In response to what it characterizes as an increase in 
"violent rhetoric and tactics," the FBI has requested 
that Congress expand the 1992 Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act (AETA). In a May statement to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, the FBI and federal pros- 
ecutors specifically cited the difficulty of using AETA 
to prosecute Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty activ- 
ists as a reason for the changes. 

The US House of Representatives is currently considering 
HR 4454, the "Ecoterrorism Prevention Act," in commit- 
tee. The legislation, introduced by Washington Represen- 
tative George Nethercutt, would, among other things: 

• expand the AETA to include destructive acts against 
plant enterprises, such as agricultural centers 


• mandate a five-to 20-year sentence for any AETA 
offenses that involve arson 

• designate groups that violate AETA as "domestic 
terrorist organizations” a la USA PATRIOT Act and make 
it illegal for individuals or other groups to provide safe 
harbor or material support to such organizations 

• amend the Hobbes' Act, which deals with obstruction 
of commerce, by stating that groups which threaten to 
violate AETA are guilty of extortion, effectively overturn- 
ing a recent Supreme Court decision that said the opposite. 

Similar legislation failed to pass Congress in both 
1998 and 2001 , but the FBI and other supporters of the 
bill hope to push it through on the coat tails of recent 
"anti-terrorist" efforts. 
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Treehuggers Gone Wild 

In Europe, a new environmental group called Fuck for 
Forest is off to a great start in its efforts to raise awareness 
and funds for forest defense. During a Cumshots concert in 
Oslo, Norway, two Fuck for Forest members had sex on 
stage, imploring the crowd, "How far are you willing to go 
to save the world?" 

Although the fuckers, Tommy Hoi Ellingsen and Leona 
Johansson, raised $14,677, no environmental groups 
were willing to accept the money. Norway's Rainforest 
Foundation refused the donation because it came from 
an illegal activity. "I cannot see that this helps the work 
for the rainforest," explained Lars Lovold, head of the 
foundation. The World Wildlife Fund rejected a dona- 
tion offer more kindly, citing policy restrictions and 
wishing Leona and Tommy the best of luck. 

Despite criticism by mainstream environmental groups, 
Fuck for Forest will continue in its work using sexuality to 
raise money for nature. "The goal is to take over the entire 
commercial porn industry and transfer all the money to 
protection of the environment," Ellingsen said. 

As a show of international solidarity, the fucking Earth 
First! Journal would be more than fucking willing to 
accept a fucking donation from the group. 

Frozen Dogs 

The town council of Superior, Colorado, a suburb of 
Boulder, is considering selling unwanted prairie dogs as 
frozen food. The town says that the native prairie dogs 
are overgrazing a federally pro- 
tected wetlands system, 
which was built by the 
Rock Creek neighbor- 
hood to make up for 
all the wetlands de- 
stroyed by the develop- 
ment. In addition, Rock 
Creek residents complained 
that the prairie dogs have been bur- 
rowing into people's manicured lawns. 

Animal rights activists and prairie dog 
sympathizers, who have repeatedly protested 
the trapping and legal poisoning of the animals, 
are pressuring the council to leave the prairie 
dogs as they are. Activists point out that the 
prairie dog population has already been greatly 
reduced by development, and overgrazing due to 
predator loss is also the result of development. 

In the past, prairie dogs have been relocated to 
other counties, but no county will accept any more. 

If the current plan is adopted, the frozen dogs 
would go to rehabilitation centers for prairie dog 
predators, which begs the question of whether 
predators who become accustomed to eating fro- 
zen food are really likely to improve their chances 
of surviving in the wild. 


Illegal Birdsongs 

To overcome traffic noise in cities, urban nightingales 
have to sing louder to find mates. In fact, the birds can 
sing up to 14 decibels louder, according to a recent study 
by the Free University of Berlin. 

This is becoming a problem in Europe, where labor 
regulations forbid exposing workers to sounds louder 
than 87 decibels without ear protection. The nightingales 
have been reported to sing at up to 95 decibels. 

The UK Royal Society for the Protection of Birds does 
not think that this is a problem, however. "Breeding 
levels for some birds is lower close to roads," said the 
society's spokesperson. Therefore it is a good sign that the 
birds are increasing their volume to attract mates. 

Walking DNA Robots ... Not Kidding 

In May, the New Scientist reported that New York Univer- 
sity chemists have successfully built a walking robot out of 
DNA. The robot consists of two strands of DNA, united in 
a double helix. The two strands act as the legs. 

Researchers hope to induce cells to assemble these tiny 
robots, which would provide an easy mechanism for nanoscale 
manufacturing. The hope is that these DNA robots can be 
used to manufacture even more nanomachines. The next 
task is to program them to move and carry atoms. A planet 
covered by gray goo may be closer than we thought. 

Nature Bites Back: Rogue Waves 

Freakishly high waves in otherwise normal ocean waters 
have been reported by mariners for centuries, but they've 
gotten very little attention from scientists until recently. 
Scientists were initially skeptical about their exist- 
ence because Statistical models showed that such 
abnormalities should occur only once every thou- 
sand years. But new radar measurements collected 
by the European Space Association documented 
the occurrence of 10 waves taller than 80 feet in 
just three weeks. Data from one offshore 
oilfield reported encounters with 466 such 
waves over a 12-year period. 

These "rogue waves" are now being 
blamed for the sinking of at least two 
ships per week globally and for sink- 
ing 200 supertankers and container 
ships (which measure more than 
650 feet long) in the last 20 years. 
The safety and economic im- 
plications of such a frequency 
has European authorities 
worried, prompting them 
to research ways to fore- 
cast such waves. Rogue 
waves have been associated with ocean 
currents and weather fronts, but scientists 
admit that they do not know all the ways 
that such waves could arise. 
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He's Working on Your Side! 



by Stu Sugarman 
D ear EF! Lawyer, ■ 

I just read Lenny’s and Andrea Lindsay's stories on the SHAC 
7 in the Journal's last issue (July-August, pages 2, 12-13). Do 
you think these charges will stick? 

— Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty Now!, New Jersey 

Dear Stop Huntingdon, 

On May 26, armed FBI agents launched unannounced 
pre-dawn raids across the country, ultimately arresting 
seven Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty USA (SHAC USA) 
activists, including SHAC USA's president and campaign 
coordinator. The Bush administration charged the SHAC 7 
and SHAC USA, a non profit organization, with felony 
Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act (AETA) offenses and con- 
spiracy to commit AETA felonies. 

The government also charged three of the SHAC 7 with 
three counts each of aiding and abetting interstate stalk- 
ing. The charges carry a maximum penalty of three years 
prison for the AETA counts and statutory maximums of 
five years in prison for each of the interstate stalking 
counts. Fines could total $250,000 for 
each count per person. I regret I do not 
have the space for a complete discussion 
of all the charges, but I've written some 
thoughts below. 

To prove its case that any of these defen- 
dants committed animal enterprise terror- 
ism under AETA, the government must 
prove (to paraphrase the statute) three ele- 
ments: (1) the person knowingly traveled 
between states, or used mail or the Internet 
across state lines; (jf) 'for the purpose of 
physically disrupting,the functioning of an 
animal enterprise; and (3) intentionally 
damaged or caused the loss of any property 
used by the animal enterprise, or conspired 
(agreed with others) to do so. 

On element one, it seems that the govern- 
ment cannot prove that any of the defen- 
dants traveled or used the Internet in any 
way relevant to these charges. The govern- 
ment, in its charges, does not describe who 
posted what message. I think that the gov- 
ernment omitted this information because 
it does not know who did what. 

Without being able to prove who posted 
what messages, the government should get 
nowhere at trial. This truth raises the possi- 
bility that the government expects the pres- 
sure of a criminal prosecution will cause at 
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least one of the SHAC 7 to "get on the bus" as prosecutors 
say, and rat on the other six — possibly by making up a story 
where all seven did not violate these statutes. It is more 
likely, though, that this will end up being another case of 
"nobody talks, everybody walks." 

On elements two and three, the government also must 
prove that the posting itself was intended to cause, and 
did cause, the physical disruption of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS), Chiron or other corporations qualifying 
as "animal enterprises." A person who posts the home 
address of an HLS executive does not necessarily intend 
to, and cannot possibly succeed in, physically disrupting 
HLS because HLS is not the target. The same is true for a 
person who posts information about the many evils of 
HLS and Chiron because this information is constitution- 
ally protected — there is nothing a jury would find crimi- 
nal about it. Even the statements urging the destruction 
of HLS property are protected speech because of the 
remoteness of the speech in time and place to the target 
and the receiver. Under Texas v. Johnson, a US Supreme 
Court ruling, the government must show that the speech 
was directed at inciting or producing immediate lawless 
action and that the speech is likely to incite 
or produce such action. 

In almost all cases, according to the gov- 
ernment, posts urging people to damage 
HLS property occurred weeks or months 
before any destruction occurred. Thus, any 
connection between the post and the ac- 
tion is speculative and likely to be coinci- 
dental. Even in the single case where damage 
supposedly occurred hours after such a 
posting, that damage is still not considered 
"immediate." Additionally, while the post 
urging people to destroy HLS property may 
have been created by the person who ulti- 
mately destroyed the property, SHAC USA 
and the SHAC 7 would have played no role 
at all in the destruction. 

John Ashcroft's recent prosecution 
against Greenpeace crashed and burned 
(see EF!J July-August 2004), and it looks 
- like his SHAC attack is headed in the same 
| direction. Please support SHAC USA and 
g the SHAC 7, and show that you stand 
| beside them in their fight against animal 
^ cruelty. If any of us are to succeed, we must 
I support each other! 

I Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart 
I A. Sugarman, LLC, 3430 SE Belmont #101, 

5 Portland, OR 97214; blc@hevanet.com. Please 
write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the subject line. 


SUPPORT THE 





... or you’ll be next 




Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Regulations for mail sent to prisoners 
vary according to individual prisons. Be- 
fore sending monetary donations, stamps, 
books or packages, ask prisoners what the 
regulations are. Assume that the authori- 
ties read everything that you write to a 
prisoner. The following list is a small 
sample of the total number of political 
prisoners and prisoner support groups 
worldwide. The EF! Journal offers dis- 
counted subscriptions for prisoners. Please 
contact us for more information. 

Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Tre Arrow, c/o Rudy Kischer, Em- 
barkation Law Group, 609 W Hastings 
St, 6th Floor, Vancouver, BC V6B 4W4, 
Canada. Awaiting hearing on possible 
extradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in arsons on log- 
ging trucks and an Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) arson on vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. He is also 
awaiting trial for charges of shoplifting 
and providing a false name in Canada. 

In late June, Arrow was deemed ad- 
missible to Canada, making it possible 
for him to appeal for refugee status to 
prevent his extradition. Bail has been 
denied again, and he may remain im- 
prisoned in Canada for up to a year 


before his refugee hearing. Authorities 
have refused to accommodate Arrow's 
raw food diet, and he has lost more 
than 50 pounds. 

For more information, visit 
www.trearrow.org. 

•Sherman Austin was released from 
prison on July 12 after serving one 
year for maintaining a website that 
contained a link to another website 
with information on how to make 
explosives. He now begins three years 
of strict probation, in which his access 
to phones, computers and other digi- 
tal communication devices are strictly 
limited and supervised. Furthermore, 
he is banned from any contact with 
"anarchist groups, " or groups that " ad- 
vocate violence as a means of disrupt- 
ing order and achieving social, 
economic and political change." 

For more information, visit 
www.freesherman.org. 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Valiuk for 
Bandazhevsky Y.I., 231318 Grod- 
nenskaya oblast, Lidski raion, 
Peskovtsy ul. Oktiabrskaya, 2, Belarus. 
Bandazhevsky has been transferred 
from prison to a penal colony after 
serving 3.5 years for telling the world 
that the nuclear radiation around 


Chernobyl was worse than the Belarus 
government reported. He is expected 
to remain at the colony until he is 
paroled in December. 



•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. 
Serving 27 years for using explosives 
to target nuclear facility power lines 
and for the alleged murder of a Swiss 
border guard, which he denies. He 
reads French, German, Spanish and 
Italian. Camenisch has been trans- 
ferred to the address above. 

•William "Billy" Cottrell, #295261 12, 
Metropolitan Detention Center, POB 
1500, Los Angeles, CA 90053, USA. 
Awaiting trial for alleged involvement 
in a series of ELF actions that damaged 
approximately 125 SUVs. 

In an attempt to pressure Cottrell to 
implicate others, authorities have 
threatened to add between one and 
seven more charges of "using a de- 
structive device during a violent 
crime," each carrying a minimum 30- 
year sentence. Cottrell continues to 
maintain his innocence and refuses to 
cooperate with authorities. His trial is 
scheduled for October 26. 

Please note that Cottrell's prisoner 
ID number has changed and his mail 
was confiscated upon his transfer, so 
he has lost touch with many of his 
continued on next page 


Jndi0eK\ous Forest De-fauvde p*s 
Released m ]^Ae.%\oo 

Two Tarahumara forest defenders were released from prison in northern 
Mexico on June 23, after a campaign of national and international pressure 
led to the dismissal of their charges. 

Isidro Baldenegro and Domingo Rivas Carillo were framed for marijuana 
and weapons possession in March 2003, after they took part in a campaign 
that successfully prevented the Fontes family drug cartel from illegally 
logging an old-growth forest on Tarahumara land (see EF!J May-June 2003). 
The police commissioner was allegedly bribed into arresting the two 
activists by Artemio Fontes. Fontes has also been accused of conspiring in 
the assassination of Tarahumaran forest defenders including Baldenegro's 
father, Julio Baldenegro, in 1986. 

Baldenegro and Rivas' case attracted international attention and calls for 
their release. Relieved to be free, Baldenegro and Rivas have vowed to 
continue their people's struggle for land and self-determination — but they 
have also expressed concerns for their safety. "I think that in any moment 
[the Fontes family] might take revenge for what we have publicized.” 
Baldenegro said. 

For more information on supporting Baldenegro and Rivas or on the 
Tarahumara's struggle, visit www.sierramadrealliance.org. 
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continued from previous page 
correspondents. For more information, 
visit www.freebillycottrell.org. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, 
C/San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irunez 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Awaiting 
sentencing for sabotaging a dam con- 
struction site. 

•Manase Furima, Lembaga Pemas- 
yarakatan Manokwari, Jl. Sabang No 4, 
Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. Await- 
ing trial for taking part in a March road 
blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Thomas "JJ" Hicks, #18231058, 
FCI McKeen, POB 8000, Bradford, PA 
16701, USA. Hicks has been sen- 
tenced to nearly six years for mari- 
juana and weapons charges. He was 
formerly active with Katuah Earth 
First! (KEF!) and Zapatista support 
groups. Because of his activist his- 
tory, federal and prison authorities 
investigating ELF actions pressured 
him to take a plea bargain involving 
FBI interviews, which he accepted. 
However, no evidence of snitching 
has surfaced as far as KEF! has seen. 
The loose consensus among KEFiers 
is that they support him as individu- 
als and not organizationally. 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90251 / D3- 
140, 44750 W. 60th St, Lancaster, CA 
93536, USA. Lamont, an Earth First!er, 
is serving three years for possession of 
an incendiary device. He has been 
transferred to the address above. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
OSP, 2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, 
USA. Serving 22 years and eight 
months for arson at a car dealership 
and for the attempted arson of an oil 
truck. Free recently expressed appre- 
ciation to everyone who participated 
in his first annual international day of 
solidarity and action on June 12. Ac- 
tivists in 25 cities around the world 
held events to raise awareness and 
support for Free. In Moscow, Russia, a 
group of anarchists painted "Free Jeff 
Luers" in large letters on the side of the 
US Embassy. 

•George Mashkow III and Jared 
McIntyre were sentenced in July for a 
series of ELF actions that damaged nine 
homes under construction in New York 
in 2001 . Mashkow and McIntyre acted 
as informants against Conor Cash, who 
was acquitted of all charges in May (see 
EF!f July- August 2004). Mashkow was 
sentenced to nearly a year, while 
McIntyre received 3.5 years and has 


been ordered to pay $300,000 in resti- 
tution. The EF! I editorial collective con- 
demns snitching and has deliberately 
omitted their contact addresses. 

•Matius Nasira, Lembaga Pemas- 
yarakatan Manokwari, Jl. Sabang No 4, 
Manokwari, Papua, Indonesia. Await- 
ing trial for taking part in a March road 
blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Sergio Maria Stefani, c.c. Regina 
Coeli, via della Lungara 29, 00165 
Roma, Italy. Awaiting trial for alleg- 
edly damaging fur stores and butcher 
shops. Stefani is also under investiga- 
tion for allegedly planting an incendi- 
ary device in front of a butcher shop. 
Authorities are now attempting to link 
him to a recent letter-bombing on the 
basis of an imaginary similarity be- 
tween incendiary devices and letter 
bombs. He has been transferred to the 
address above. 

• Robert Thaxton, #12112716, MCCF, 
4005 Aumsville Hwy, Salem, OR 97301, 
USA. Serving a seven-year mandatory 
minimum sentence for throwing a rock 
at a cop at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets 
action in Eugene, Oregon. Thaxton, 
aka Rob Los Ricos, has been transferred 
to the address above. 

•Kerry Whitburn was released from 
prison on June 10 after serving less 
than a month for unspecified actions 


against Newchurch Guinea Pig Farm 
in England. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, c/o 
Bates County Jail, POB 60, Butler, MO 
64730, USA. Awaiting sentencing for 
parole violations, including dumping 
a cup of red paint over the security 
apparatus of a federal court and mak- 
ing warnings ("threats") of weapons 
of mass destruction. Woodson recently 
completed 20 years for disarming a 
Minuteman II missile silo with a jack- 
hammer, mailing warning letters to 
officials with bullets inside, robbing a 
bank and burning the money. 

Animal Liberation 

•Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire OX6 0PZ, UK. 
Serving 10 years for attacking the 
managing director of Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS), rescuing 600 guinea 
pigs from a lab supplier and planting 
incendiary devices under slaughter- 
house vehicles. 

•Hanna Ekegren, Box 1005, 718 92 
Frovi, Sweden. Serving 10 months for 
damaging equipment at a chicken pro- 
cessing plant and destroying the eggs 
of thousands of chickens that would 
have been bred for the industry. 

•Paul Holliday, KA9328, HMP 
Lindholme, Bawtry Rd, Hatfield 


<C^r\soF*skip Raids irv CJtaly 

Italian authorities have recently stepped up a campaign of repression 
against the radical group II Silvestre, which publishes the eco-anarchist 
magazine Terra Selvaggia. In January, 13 II Silvestre members were accused 
of participating in an alleged riot, which broke out when police tried to 
suppress a protest against genetically modified crops. In June, police raided 
a house in Pisa and arrested five more members of II Silvestre. A few days 
later, they arrested a sixth. 

All six of the activists arrested in June are accused of promoting revolu- 
tionary activities such as sabotage. They are also accused of having links 
with a Marxist group, the Cells of Revolutionary Offensive (COR), which has 
carried out politically inspired direct actions. The II Silvestre 6 are not 
Marxist, of course — they are anarchists. 

One of the six was freed soon after her arrest, and four others were placed 
under house arrest. One activist, Alessio Perondi, remains in prison. 

Supporters allege that the charges against the II Silvestre 6 have more to 
do with censorship than with any serious attempt to stop COR activity. 

The activists under house arrest are being kept in complete isolation 
and cannot receive mail. However, Perondi can receive letters addressed 
to: Alessio Perondi, Casa Circondariale di Prato, Via La Montagnola 76, 
59100 Prato, Italy. 

The trial of the 13 activists arrested in January is scheduled to begin in 
December. 

For more information about II Silvestre and Terra Selvaggia, contact II 
Silvestre, via del Cuore, 1, 56100 Pisa, Italy. 
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Woodhouse, Doncaster, Yorks DN7 
6EE, UK. Serving nine months for 
making phone calls to animal abusers, 
including HLS shareholders, hunters 
and agricultural suppliers. 

•Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP 
Hull, Hedon Rd, Hull HU9 5LS, UK. 
Serving 2.5 years for making phone 
calls to animal abusers, including 
HLS shareholders, hunters and agri- 
cultural suppliers. 

Ecodefense 

•Angela Marie Cesario, #66522-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Dublin, 5675 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. 
Serving 41 months for arson attacks on 
logging trucks in Oregon. 

•Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque. 

Apdo. 250, 31080-Irunez & 

Pamplona, Navarra; Spain. Jjr 
Serving nearly five years ,y 
for sabotaging a dam con- f/ 

struction site. if 

•Craig "Critter" Mar- V / 

shall, #13797662, SRCI, ;[ 4m 
111 Stanton Blvd, -I ( fia 
Ontario, OR 97914, \ 5 

USA. Serving 5.5 years ] 

for conspiracy to com- \ 

mit arson and possession 1 

of incendiary devices to \ 

destroy SUVs. | 

•Jeremy Rosenbloom, ' 
#66521-065, Federal Prison 
Camp Sheridan, POB 6000, 

Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. 

Serving 41 months for arson at- 
tacks on logging trucks in Oregon. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Pe- 
tersburg Low, POB 1000, Petersburg, 
VA 23804, USA. Serving 37 months for 
a series of ELF actions against 
McDonald's and Burger King, urban 


being framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an 
eco-revolutionary group, were 
framed for the murder of a cop and 
sentenced to 30 to 100 years each. 
Although many of the MOVE prison- 
ers are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. 

•Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, 

#006309, SCI \ 

Cambridge 


r ^ 7 r 

' RASKIN 


Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 


W Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end 
of US military maneuvers on the is- 
land of Vieques, Puerto Rico, in May 
2003. Actions taken during a victory 
celebration led to the arrest and con- 
viction of several activists, who were 
charged with conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. Although they share 
the same address, they must be writ- 
ten to separately: MDC Guaynabo, 
POB 2147, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
^ 00922-2147. 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069. 

Serving two years and nine months. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519- 
069. Serving five years, 
b »Nestor de Jesus Guishard, 
#2171 6-069 . Serving one year and 
y two months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 

www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Net- 
work, 818 SW Third Ave, PMB 354, 
Portland, OR 97204, USA. 

•Books Through Bars, 4722 Balti- 
more Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, 
USA; www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin 
St, Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 


sprawl, the construction industry and 
an SUV dealership. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909-051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 
KS 66048, USA. Serving 80 years for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, 
escape and bank robbery. Chubbuck 
funneled money that he stole from 
banks to the Zapatista Army of Na- 
tional Liberation in Chiapas, Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB 
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA. 
Peltier, an American Indian Movement 
activist, is serving life in prison after 


•Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea 
Rd, Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, 
SCI Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 
18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politi- 
cally active journalist, was framed for 
the murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1500 


•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, 
Eugene, OR 97440, USA. 

•Friends of Free, www.freefreenow.org. 

•North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group, POB 69597, 
5845 Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3, Canada. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, 
POB 339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 110 Arling- 
ton St, Boston, MA 02116, USA; 
www.prisonbookprogram.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 
Atlantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
1217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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The "New Radicalism"Through Global Eyes 


by James John Bell Globalize Liberation: How to 
Uproot the System and Build a 
Better World edited by David Solnit, 
City Lights Books, 2004. 

What the now-classic Ecodefense 
manual is to the Earth First! 
movement, Globalize Liberation is 
to the global democracy move- 
ment. This manual is like having a 
Lonely -Planet-Guide- to- the- 
Revolution, complete with subject 
tabs like "strategy" and "corporate 
power" to make skimming both 
easy and productive. 

Globalize Liberation was com- 
piled by long time direct action organizer David 
Solnit. "As a carpenter, I have packed this book 
like a tool belt," explains Solnit. The book is 
uniquely solution-oriented, and contains tools, 
ideas, insights and understandings of how to 
uproot the system and build a better world. 

The book opens with a communique from 
Colombia’s indigenous U'wa people declaring, 
"the monkey king is an illusion," and its varied 
contributors continue to weave Earth-centered 
and ecological themes throughout. It is divided 
into three overarching sections: "What's the 
Problem?," "How to Change Things," and "Ideas 
in Action." The "What’s the Problem?” section 
is sweeping and broken down into 12 different 
issue-based perspectives, including frameworks 
like Indigenous, Ecology, Capital, Feminism, 
Corporate Power and War. 

Inside you'll find excellent resources on 
direct democracy, participatory economics and 
applying "Zapatismo" to your local organizing. 
The book gives voice to a wide range of 
fascinating organizers from around the world, 
including the best English-language accounts 
published to date of the revolution in 
Argentina and its far-reaching implications. 

Cultural resistance — culture that is used to 
resist and change the dominant structure — shows 
up as a recurring theme. Globalize Liberation’s 
designer, Jason Justice, utilizes numerous 
photos and illustrations of cultural resistance 
in action. The result is that you wind up getting 
two books in one: the "other book" is an 
incredibly inspiring photographic scrapbook of 
global revolutionary movements. 

"I see two parts of cultural resistance," explains 
Solnit, "The first part is to bring culture into the 
streets ... communicating not just to people's 
heads, but to their guts and their hearts. The 
other is to bring . . . creativity and innovation into 
our organizing.... Globalize Liberation is an effort 
to learn from the experiments of the last decade. " 

Now it's up to you to take these lessons learned 
and try them out for yourself. Share your 
successes with the EF! Journal. Build your own 
laboratories of resistance and let your 
experiments run wild. 

James John Bell (LastWizards.com) is a Pacific 
Northwest writer and cofounder of The smartMeme 
Strategy & Training Project (smartMeme.com). 
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Books: G 

by Michael Donnelly 

Been Brown So Long It Looked Like 
Green To Me by Jeffrey St. Clair, Common 
Courage Press, 2004. 

"They say we can't win without the 
funders. Yet, that's the only way we’ve 
ever won." 

— Mike Roselle 

Jeffrey St. Clair's book, Been Brown So 
Long It Looked Like Green To Me is a 
400-page verification of Roselle's 
testimonial. 

After a brilliant "Opening Statement," the book 
starts out with a summary of the events that led to the 
modem environmental movement, going on to chart 
the rise and fall of the Big Greens as they tepidly 
challenged Reagan and Bush-led depredations and 
then completely collapsed in a spasm of Clinton 
sycophancy — illustrated perfectly by their surrender of 
the grassroots ancient forest victory. 

From there, it's the same thing over and over 
again in campaign after campaign. St. Clair charts 
how local activists rise up to challenge corporate 
assaults on nature only to see the Groundhog Day- 
like script repeat: The Big Greens and their 
foundation masters come in, take credit for the 
grassroots' hard work, use the issue to raise funds 
and then cut a "compromise" friendly to Democrats 
and corporations. 

Been Brown So Long covers so many issues, it could 
very well be the definitive history of every ecological 
issue since the first Earth Day. 

Wilderness issues appear first, as they did for the 
early environmental movement. The slaughter of 
Yellowstone's bison, the strip-mining of the oceans, 
the suffocating of salmon streams and the murder of 
activist David Chain all come under much-needed 
scrutiny, as do Big Agriculture and the energy industry. 

The book's excellent reporting of the continued 
assault on America's indigenous people is perhaps its 
most essential section. That the spineless Democratic 
Senate "leader," Tom Daschle, is able to get Big Green 
support for yet another raid on the Sioux's sacred Paha 
Sapa (the Black Hills) is just about all one needs to 
know about the rot that permeates the Democrats and 
the DC-based environmental establishment. It's 
enough to make one throw up one's hands and run for 
a cave in the hills. 

But in the end, hope is all over the place. As St. Clair 
notes time and again, hundreds of real activists are 
valiantly working to hold off the predators and their 
political and nonprofit enablers. Reading their stories 
is the antidote to despair. 

This is an important book. Unlike so many cautious 
tomes about environmental issues, it names names 
and has the facts to back it all up. It also names 
places — places that deserve better. With this fine 
compilation out there, hopefully we’ll see more support 
for these special places, and an even greater vision that 
will motivate generations to come. 



BEEH BRQUJH SO LOHG IT 
LOOKED LIKE GREEN TO ME 
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It's the Life Support System, Stupid 





K ? EM OUT 

BY K.SEE AND Kv 

Stencil Pirates by Josh MacPhee, Soft Skull Press, 2004. 

Josh Macphee's collection and documentation of street stencils from around the world is showcased 
in his book, Stencil Pirates. With more than 1,000 photos, Stencil Pirates provides an impressive look at 
stencil-based street art. Included among the photos are narrative text, a how-to section and templates 
for the reader to cut out and stencil with. 

MacPhee's writing is accessible and engaging as he takes you through an extensive history of 



stencil culture. From fabric printing in China, to political poster campaigns in Nicaragua, to Crass 
record covers and Hip-Hop graffiti in New York City, the book illustrates a non-linear web of influences. 
You'll find his thoughts on computer technique infiltration, pop culture, class, censorship, mass media and 
the evolution of the art. 



Stencil Pirates also addresses the backgrounds of the artists, their diversity, and their motivations much 


better than previous street art books. It represents more womyn artists, identity politics, and class issues, 
including gentrification. It's good to see that an art-school-educated, gallery-represented male may find 
graffiti liberating for different reasons than a disenfranchised kid or a young womyn, who may all be 
dealing with oppression in different ways. For example, Stain and Scout, two Albany, New York-based 
artists, consider their stenciling a "civic duty" and place images of kids from their neighborhood over 
abandoned spaces and windows. Their pieces alter and beautify the urban neighborhood they belong to, 
creating a more colorful and playful atmosphere. 

Stencil Pirates is the most thorough book out there on stencils and the culture surrounding them, and it 
should be on the book list of anyone who is curious about making stencil art. It will inspire you to get an Xacto 
knife and some paint and hit the streets with your own eye-catching creations. 

Kv enjoys time spent with her feline friend Oliver and fending off weeds from her tomato plants. She found street 
art a much needed relief from the suffocating nature of art school, as well as a liberating way for women to reclaim 
space, k.see is a chronic traveler who can be found slinging cheap art in the streets, posting the same pieces on your 
clothes at a conference or painting it on those unsightly electrical boxes. 
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Insurrection: Citizen Challenges to Corporate Power by Kevin Danaher and Jason 
Mark, Routledge, 2003. 

Published soon after the Cancun World Trade Organization ministerial collapsed 
in September 2003, Kevin Danaher and Jason Mark’s new book — Insurrection: Citizen 
Challenges to Corporate Power — is an inspiring, energizing and informative ode to 
movements against corporate domination. 

Danaher and Mark offer thoroughly researched, blow-by-blow accounts of the 
anti-sweatshop, dolphin-safe tuna, anti-Big Tobacco, Burma democracy and anti- 
corporate globalization movements. Each of these have enough detail and critical 
insights into tactics and strategy to be required reading for any activist. 

The authors have an ambitious, if not practical, objective of setting out tactical and 
strategic successes side by side with the inherent limitations of movements confined to national boundaries 
in an increasingly globalized world. Victories by the corporate accountability movement, as they call them, 
"have been half- wins, precarious victories vulnerable to reversal." While Danaher and Mark celebrate our 
ability to disrupt corporate rule, "the task must now be to dismantle corporate rule." 

Yet from even "half-wins," a couple of the movements the book highlights are genuinely lacking any indicator 
of success. One that hardly qualifies as an "insurrection" is the anti-sweatshop movement, which garners a 
lengthy chapter and yet amounted at its height to no more than a few dozen campuses, protests no larger than 
a few hundred students and a mere hundred universities eventually signing onto credible sweatshop monitoring. 
Examples of real cooperation with the workers themselves are rare and cooptation is rife. 

The authors would have been better off giving space to movements that have realized actual success in 
linking the local to the global in fighting corporations. The independent music, anti-dam, anti-GMO food 
and the immensely successful environmental justice movement have engendered some of the most powerful 
domestic examples of an insurrection against corporate globalization in the past two decades. 

Eventually, the authors call for a "deep transformation of global corporate capitalism" rather than an 
actual "dismantling." This effort would include a colorful mix of revoking corporate charters, alliances with 
small business and the anti-corporate right and promoting what they call a "green/fair economy." 

Despite its limitations, Insurrection is an invaluable new chapter in the account of the increasingly 
successful, global grassroots resistance to corporate domination that is being written at this moment by 
people from California to Bolivia to Quebec to India and many places in between. 

Robert Ovetz, PhD, is a member of the faculty of the Art Institute of California, San Francisco and and works with 
the Sea Turtle Restoration Project. He can be contacted at ultrasoundOOO@hotrnail.com. 
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an nouncements 


Defend Community Gardens 

Fall • New York City 

Community gardens in the Bronx are being threatened 
by developers. More Gardens! is calling for people to come 
and help defend the gardens from the bulldozers and do 
community outreach. 

The More Gardens! Coalition is a group of community 
people, gardeners, and environmental and social justice 
activists committed to protecting and creating commu- 
nity gardens. 

For more information or to make a donation, contact More 
Gardens!, 79 Clinton Street, Apt 17, New York, NY 10002; 
(917) 518-9987; (718) 585-2109; www.moregardens.org. 

Help Stop University of Minnesota 
Telescope Project on Mt. Graham 

Your best chance to persuade the University of Minne- 
sota (UM) to divest from the Mount Graham telescope 
project is now! 

Mt. Graham is an ecological wonder in southern Arizona 
and is held sacred to Western Apaches. The University of 
Arizona (UA) and investors from Germany, Italy and the 
Vatican are building three telescopes on Mt. Graham's 
Emerald Peak. The UM recently joined the controversial 
project, and a campaign to stop its $10 million investment 
is building steam. 

The case against the telescopes is clear. San Carlos and 
White Mountain Apaches are opposed to the telescopes' 
desecration of the mountain. The telescopes are destroying 
the fragile mountaintop ecosystem, threatening endemic 
species like the Mt. Graham red squirrel with extinction. 

The Minnesota Mount Graham Coalition is preparing for 
a vigorous campaign during the upcoming school year at 
the UM campus in Minneapolis, with the goal of getting UM 
to divest from the project by June 2005. We are looking for 
help from enthusiastic and motivated individuals and groups, 
as well as folks with divestment campaign experience. 

For more information, contact (612) 872-4995; 
rrrmn@ziplip.com. 

The Mountains of Katuah Need Your Help! 

Come to Appalachia to help fight Mountain Top Re- 
moval (MTR), a mining process in which coal companies 
dynamite the tops off of mountains, dump the waste into 
adjacent valleys and extract the coal underneath. 

These companies are altering the geology of our home to 
feed an ever-expanding coal market. More than 1,000 
miles of streams have already been buried under blown-up 
mountains in West Virginia. Now the coal companies are 
expanding southward to blast the mountaintops in Ten- 
nessee and Alabama. 

Katuah Earth First! is utilizing lawsuits, demonstrations 
and direct action to take down these greedy coal addicts. The 
Tennessee Valley Authority (TV A), the largest buyer of coal 
in the country, is headquartered in Knoxville, as is the Office 
of Surface Mining. There is no shortage of local targets. 


If we can break the back of MTR here in Katuah, we can 
affect coal mining practices nationwide. 

Come to Katuah before it's too late! Send us money! We 
also need Kinko's copy cards, phone cards, cameras, video- 
tape, colored duct-tape, welding torches, climbing rope 
and most importantly, volunteers. 

For more information or to send donations, contact 
Meagan Carter, 2131 Riverside Drive, Knoxville, TN 37915; 
zorgonus@yahoo .com. 

Cycle Circus of Impending Doom 

September 5-October 9 • New England 

Focusing on environmental issues and George Bush's 
impending second term, the Cycle Circus of Impending 
Doom will be touring New England this Fall. In between 
skits, musical acts and puppet shows, trained and experi- 
enced puppets will shock and awe you with their death- 
defying tricks! 

Form a troupe with your friends or come to circus 
camp in Glover, Vermont, from September 5-11 and join 
one. Troupes will bike separately and then meet up in 
towns to perform, share meals, camp out and tell adven- 
ture stories. 

To join the ride or host a show in your town, contact 
mblue@riseup.net. 

Buffalo Field Campaign Road Show 

September, West Coast • October, East Coast 

In the coming months, we will embark on our annual 
Buffalo Field Campaign roadshows, visiting communities 
across the country and sharing buffalo-inspired stories 
and video footage to generate support for protecting the 
Yellowstone herd. Contact us if you'd like to organize an 
event in your town! 

For more information, contact Buffalo Field Cam- 
paign, POB 957, West Yellowstone, Montana 59758; 
bfc-advocate@wildrockies.org (West Coast); bfc- 
media@wildrockies.org (East Coast). 

World Carfree Days 

September 22 

Every September, people around the world join together 
for victorious days of action, reclaiming their streets and 
lives from the automobile. 

Organize an event in your town or city! 

For more information and organizing resources, visit 
www.carbusters . org/ wcfd . 

Northwest Social Forum 

October 1-3 • Seattle, Washington 

The Northwest Social Forum will be a broad-based gath- 
ering of people and organizations with a desire to learn 
from each other and build relationships that will benefit 
everyone in the struggle for social justice. 

For more information, contact (206) 448-7348; 
www.nwsocialfomm.org. 
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Zine Fest 

October 6-10 • Madison, Wisconsin 

This year's Madison Zine Fest will feature tables, work- 
shops and zine-related film screenings in conjunction 
with Wisconsin Book Festival events. Invited guests 
include Davy Rothbart of Found Magazine, Daniel Raeburn 
of The Imp, Chris Dodge, street librarian of the Utne 
Reader and McSweeneys. 

People making zines, zine librarians and others interested 
in alternative print resources are encouraged to get involved. 

For more information, contact Alycia Sellie, 139 EJohnson 
St, Madison, WI 53703; aasellie@wisc.edu. 

Global Walkout for Peace and Justice 

October 22 

The 9-11 Commission didn't see the obvious. If the US 
stopped killing people in other countries, we wouldn't 
have to worry about terrorism at home. It's that simple. It 
is only through unity and solidarity that we can regain 
power from the greedy, corrupt, polluting military-indus- 
trial complex. Join us in walking out of your jobs and 
classrooms before the US election. 

For more information, contact (800) 884-1136; 
www.consensus.net/walkout.html. 


of environmental problems along with the diverse grassroots 
efforts to solve them. 

For more information, visit www.earthvisionfest.org. 

International Gift Economy Conference 

November 12-14 • Las Vegas, Nevada 

People from across the US are coming to hear interna- 
tional women speakers discuss'a different point of view — 
one that will offset the negative and exploitative men- 
tality of our times while challenging the global patriar- 
chal capitalist system. Proposing to unite the women's 
movement, the movement of indigenous peoples for 
social change, the antinuclear and peace movements 
and many others, the gift paradigm envisions social 
change stemming from an economic and cultural model 
based on women's practice. 

Registration is $50. Scholarships are available and no 
one will be turned away for lack of money. For more 
information, contact the Center for the Study of the Gift 
Economy, 109 W Johanna Street, Austin, TX 78704; 
www.gifteconomyconference.com. 

Drawing Resistance: A Traveling 
Political Artshow 


National Demonstration Against 
Huntingdon Life Sciences 

Hammer HLS! Support the SHAC 7! 

October 23-25 • New Jersey 

In May, seven Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC) 
activists were indicted under the controversial federal 
Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. 

The SHAC 7 are alleged to have 
operated a website that reported 
on and expressed support for 
protest activity against 
Huntingdon Life Sciences „ 

(HLS), a notorious animal test- 
ing lab. For this they are charged 
with "terrorism" and face 23 years 
in federal prison. 

This case is meant to pave the way 
for the silencing of activists involved in all 
issues. It is imperative that the broader social 
justice movement stands behind the SHAC 7 in a 
communal defense of free speech. 

Join us in New Jersey in October to show united 
support for the SHAC 7 and to let HLS know that we 
will not back down until they back down. 

For more information, visit www.shac7.com. To make 
a donation to the SHAC 7 Defense Fund, send checks to 
SHAC 7 c/o NJARA, POB 174, Englishtown, NJ 07726. 

EarthVision Environmental Film Festival 

October 27-30 • Santa Cruz, California 

The focus of the seventh annual EarthVision Festival is 
the use of film and video as tools for raising environmental 
awareness and uncovering environmental issues. The films 
shown at EarthVision are the work of passionate indi- 
viduals with cameras who have 
documented a broad spectrum 


Looking for hosts in 2005-2006 

Drawing Resistance is a show of two-dimensional art- 
work by 31 political artists from North America. Since its 
inception in September 2001, it has traveled more than 
5,000 miles to 25 cities in the US and Canada. 

Drawing Resistance is currently looking for hosts and 
contacts for 2005-2006 in cities in the Southwest, Texas, 
the Southeast and Europe. 

For more information, contact Nicolas Lampert, 
animaltrap@yahoo.com; www.drawingresistance.org. 
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A Radically 
Different World View 
I s Possible 

The Gift Economy Inside and 
Outside of Patriarchal Capitalism 

Whoever wins the US election, a new cultural alignment 
is necessary for the survival of the planet. A radically 
different world view can liberate an alternative culture 
based on the leadership of women. 


November 12-14, 2004 

Clark County Library 

1401 East Flamingo Road, Las Vegas, Nevada 
Speakers 

Vandana Shiva (India) • Claudia Von Werlhof 
(Austria) • Heide Gottner Abendroth (Germany) 
Yvette Abrahams (S. Africa) • Paula Gunn Allen 
(USA) • Ana Isla (Peru/Canada) • Corinne Kumar 
(India/Tunisia) • Mililani Trask (Hawaii) 
Genevieve Vaughan (USA) and many others... 

www.GiftEconomyConference.com 

(512) 444-1672 


MONKEYS NEED YOUR MONEY! 


That’s right. In fact, they need $1 0,000 right away to 
purchase and paint the first Primate Freedom Bus. 


The 2005 Primate Freedom Tour will be the most 
visible and newsworthy event on the animal rights 
front. More and brighter buses, vans and 
advertisements will assure the greatest coverage 
and impact possible. 


Help us expose the dark and hidden world of primate 
vivisection to the light of day - to the scrutiny of the 
public eye - to the embarrassment of the lawmakers 
who steal your money to buy more and ever increasing 
excruciating experimentation. 


Give the monkeys some money today, 
or give your wages to the vivisectors forever more. 


Please earmark donations for the Tour and pay to: 

Primate Freedom Project 

P.O. Box 6219 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 


$7* och 

+S&H 
Mention 
"EF" lot 
FREE sticker 


G.W. BUSH 
OILET PAPER 

— AND — 

'"•JMers 

T-shirts 

GOTO $14 

www PieHole.net 

OToll Free: 866.852.5891 



Concerned (dingles 

links socially conscious singles 
who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide / International 
All ages • Straight / Gay 
Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 


Free Anti-Grazing Stickers 

• Bumperstickers 

• 3” Round Window Stickers 

• 1” Round “Silent Agitaters” 

Contact the Earth First! Journal to order your free 
stickers today. You pay for postage and we’ll send you 
as many stickers as you want. 

(520) 620-6900 • collective@earthfirstjournal.org 

Stop Public Lands Ranching! 
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a joint project of global exchange and co-op america 




' • - ' magazine 

subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
or subscribe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org 


Name O $500 Lifetime Subscription Q $40 Surface Mail, International 

Address O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $40 First Class O $50 Air Mail, International 

City, State, Zip+4 q j 4 q Anonyms Envelope (US $, no foreign checks) 

Te l- Country O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

Emai l Q)Send me a free 20th anniversary issue of the Journal with my subscription 

Mail to: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 
POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 


You want to be green, but you 
have questions. 


Can I really run my truck on french-fry grease? 
How secure are digital voting machines? 

Is it just me or is it getting hotter? 


At Green Festival you II find answers, great 
food, entertainment and hundreds of 
practical ways to keep the earth wet and wild. 


Live well, do good. 


greenfestival 


SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY ECOLOGICAL BALANCE SOCIAL JUSTICE 


300 exhibitors/50 speakers 


September 18 & 19 

Washington dc Washington convention center 

november 6& 7 


Pontoon 5 ' 


san francisco concourse exhibition center 


877 727 2179 


www.greenfestivals.com 


One (ommunity. I wo years 
5000 arrests. 


lofty and gritty, idealistic and practical, 
complex and striving - captures the spirit 
of possibility that 
igniteu a generation of activism." 

V- i -M Prichett, Rebecca Riots 


visit www.directoction.org 
or coll (415) 255-7625 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 
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Earth First! 

Directory 


ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 
POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 
(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 
Chuk'shon EF! 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 


Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 
POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 
(978) 688-3569 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MICHIGAN 


South Jersey/Philly EF! 

224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, NJ 08225 

phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

Uwharrie EF! 

bisonl2@wildmail.com 

Unci Maka Uonihanpo 

POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 

treeeyes@westriv.com 

OHIO 

Corner Books 

108A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 
poplar@riseup.net 


2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 

CA LIFORNIA 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751 
smartMeme project 

2940 16th St Ste 216, San Francisco, 
CA 94103 

(415) 255-9133; smartmeme@riseup.net 
COLORADO 

DIY Traveler's Inn 

(303) 554-0923; pathogenusa@ecomail.org 
FLORIDA 

Lake Worthless EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com 

ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

IL 60622 

azone@azone.org 

INDI ANA 

Boxcar Books and Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 
IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 

1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 46807 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

Mass EF! 

takeaction2001@hotmail.com 


Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 

Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 
Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale AveS, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; onamoveearthlst@aol.com 
MISSOURI 

Confluence /St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
N E B R A S KA 

Environmental Resource Center 
205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; 
buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 
Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 
Project Harmony 
216 W 122St, New York, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
Wetlands Preserve 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
(212) 947-7744; 
adam@wetlandspreserve.org 

Green Vigilance 
46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 


OREGON 

Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 482-2640; ef@cascadiarising.org 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 

(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising 

POB 12583 Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Mazama Forest Defense 

1257 Siskiyou Blvd #1158, Ashland, OR 9 7520 

(541) 482-2640 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281., Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 

Katuah EF!/River Faction 

2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

EF! Austin 

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722 
(512) 478-7666 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 
dsef@riseup.net 
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UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Save the Corporations (from Themselves) 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(862) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
VIRGINIA 
Shenandoah EF! 


POB 1605, Harrisonburg, VA 22803 
risinguphburg@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia EF! 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 

Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

Book of Green Shadows 


2103HarrisonAve#2341, Olympia, WA98502 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


I nter national Contacts 

www. eco-act ion . org 


AU S TRALIA 
EF! Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach, NSW, 2540, 
Australia 

(61) 2-44-466-477 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal St Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St Laurent, 2 
e etage, Montreal, Quebec H2X 2T3, Canada 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURACAO 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6, Czech Republic 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 
carbusters@ecn.cz 
EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

info@risingtide.org.uk 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 
0775 1-432-240; eflondon@ziplip.com 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 



71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart, France 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 

Steinstrasse 10,SeitenfluegelRechts, 12045 

Berlin, Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 

Bihar, India 

ISRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

972 (0) 3 516 2349 

NETHERLANDS 

GroenFront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht, Netherlands 
31-84-8666018 (tel/fax); groenfr@dds.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, Benin 

City, Nigeria 

234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 


PHILIPPINES 
EF! Davao 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 

8000, Phillipines 

POLAND 

Citizen's Environmental Movement 
ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz, Poland 
42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082, Russia 
(8312) 34-32-80 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB, Scotland 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KY169Q, 

Scotland 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016, 

South Africa 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, 

South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; 

greenkorea@greenkorea.org 

SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago, Spain 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg, 

Sweden 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 
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The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 
01248-355821 
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Will the Sage Grouse be the 
Next Spotted Owl? 


by Lenny 

Energy, mining and ranching interests are in a panic over 
the potential Endangered Species Act (ESA) listing of the 
greater sage grouse, and so is their most important lackey — 
Interior Secretary Gale Norton. The sage grouse "could 
become the spotted owl of the intermountain West," 
Norton warned at a June 22 meet- 
ing of western governors. As a re- 
sult, the exploitation industries of 
the West are gearing up to fight the 
grouse's listing tooth and nail. 

The sage grouse (Centrocercus 
urophasianus) is a ground-nesting 
bird that lives at elevations of 4,000 
to 9,000 feet. Its survival depends 
on large, uninterrupted stands of 
sagebrush for food and cover from 
predators — in fact, the adult birds 
eat nothing but big sage during the 
Fall and Winter months. 

The sage grouse may be best 
known, however, for its distinctive 
mating rituals. During late Winter 
and Spring, the males flock from 
miles around to gather at their 
traditional strutting grounds (leks), 
where they perform an elaborate 
courtship dance. Females visit the 
leks to choose a mate from among 
the displaying males. 

Early white settlers reported that flocks of sage grouse 
darkened the skies when roused into flight. The bird's 
range once spanned 16 western states and three Canadian 
provinces but as their habitat has been increasingly frag- 
mented and destroyed, the sage grouse population has 
plunged from two million to only 140,000. They are now 
only found in 11 of the original 16 states. 

According to Pat Deibert, a biologist with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, even a single road or telephone pole can 
be damaging to sage grouse populations. Added to these 
woes are a century of cattle grazing, mining, oil and gas 
exploration, and the deliberate destruction of sagebrush 
for development. More recent threats include large wild- 
fires, off-road vehicles and West Nile Virus — an exotic 
disease to which the birds have no known immunity. As 
Ben Deeble of the National Wildlife Federation says, the 
sage grouse are "facing death from a thousand cuts." 

But some cuts are bigger than others — and richer. At the 
heart of the current debate lies the fact that sage grouse 
territory coincides with some of the country’s prime gas 
drilling areas, especially in Wyoming, Montana, Colo- 
rado and Utah. In fact, the Bush administration's energy 
plan prioritizes oil and gas exploration in these very 


areas. With a major gas boom in the making — the Bureau 
of Land Management is calling for 3,100 gas wells in the 
Pinedale, Wyoming, area — the industry is determined to 
prevent an ESA listing from threatening its potential prof- 
its. For example, a listing would require an increase in the 
size of no-development buffers around grouse leks. 

Listing of the sage grouse would also protect other species 
that depend on sagebrush habitat, 
such as the pygmy rabbit, moun- 
tain quail and white-tailed prairie 
dog. Animals that have their mi- 
gratory routes disrupted by gas drill- 
ing — like pronghorn antelope and 
mule deer — would also benefit. 

"The sage grouse occupies 
nearly 12 times as much land as 
the northern spotted owl," 
Norton said. To head off a list- 
ing, she has encouraged western 
| governors to tailor economic ac- 
| tivities to reduce their impact on 
| the sage grouse. But that's not 
S enough for those who profit from 
§: exploiting our wilderness. 

| Energy, mining and ranching 
| interests have banded together 
| to form a nonprofit group called 
£ the Partnership for the West 
s' (PW). An internal PW memo that 
was leaked to environmental 
groups reveals a planned cam- 
paign to discredit the sage grouse's ESA listing. The 
memo made it clear that PW intends to "unleash 
grassroots opposition to a listing, thus providing some 
cover to the [Bush administration] political leadership." 
The reason? "Such a listing would cause economic dis- 
ruption that would make the northern spotted owl 
decision look minuscule by comparison." And who wrote 
this memo? PW's director Jim Sims — the former director 
of communications for Vice President Dick Cheney's 
energy policy development group. 

PW and other industry groups claim that local conser- 
vation efforts will be hampered by a federal ESA listing, 
but local efforts can easily continue in addition to an 
ESA listing. PW's true concern is that current ineffective 
local efforts will indeed be superseded by legal protec- 
tion with some teeth. 

In the sage grouse's ability to protect large stretches of 
habitat under the ESA, it might indeed resemble the spot- 
ted owl. It is up to us to work for that listing, but it is also 
up to us to fight the deception and division that big 
industry will once again try to sow. 

When Lenny enrolled at Pomona College, they told him his 
school's mascot was extinct. Not if we can help it! 
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A car pulled into a filling station in Tucson. Two men got 
out and headed for the men's room. But when they reached 
its door they broke into a run. 

The gas station burned for two hours. 

Dynamite. 

Also in Peoria , Milwaukee , Philadelphia , San Bernardino.... 

The first day. 

John Brunner's Classic Science Fiction Novel 

Available for $15.95 from the EF! Journal 
Please inquire for a full merchandise catalog 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 




I WASN'T USING 
MY CIVIL LIBERTIES 
ANYWAY. 


OH WELL 
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Git ’Er Done 


The idea of working for the Earth 
First! Journal had not crossed my mind 
before. The written word has only been 
a small part of my life, whether as a 
means to express my feelings and 
thoughts (mostly for my own benefit), 
or as a way to familiarize myself with 
major social and political issues, or for 
simple entertainment. 

Oftentimes I've marched, partied, 
gone on bike rides, sat in meetings and 
even juggled with EFlers. So it wasn't 
completely out of the realm of imagi- 
nation when asked to help with this 
issue, but it was a shock nonetheless. 

Apprehensively, I agreed in mid-Sep- 
tember to fill an open short-termer 
position. My thoughts were: a little 
reading, a little editing and even a little 
money! I quickly learned how unfamil- 
iar I was with the process of production 
at the EF! Journal. 

With the Journal scheduled to be 
dropped off at the printer the first week 
of October, we were already on a tight 
schedule. Three out of the four people 
on the editorial collective this issue had 
been in New York to protest the Repub- 
lican National Convention and just re- 
turned with a month to git 'er done. 

After reading through a mound of 
articles, letters and press releases the 
first day, I realized that there were 
unlimited stories to tell. Corporate greed 
abounds. We all know the results. The 


stories are omnipresent. Unfortunately, 
there isn't enough time, space or en- 
ergy to print them all. 

What has made being a part of this 
collective so important to me is the 
accounts I've read from around the 
world. They are the same that I have 
witnessed here at home, and as we 
traveled from Tucson to New York City 
in late August. 

Less than one mile from my house 
sits the University of Arizona, which 
desecrates Mt. Graham, sacred Apache 
land, for an observatory. Two hun- 
dred miles north, Peabody Coal oper- 
ates the largest strip mine in the US on 
Black Mesa, where more than 14,000 
indigenous people have been forcibly 
relocated. These examples — coupled 
with overgrazing in eastern Colorado; 
the penned bison in western Kansas; 
the genetically engineered crops that 
link the post-industrial, poverty-rid- 
den cities throughout the Midwest; 
and finally, the oppression from the 
State, witnessed recently on the island 
of Manhattan — reaffirm my decision 
to be a part of this collective. 

The Journal is a gift. It has been given 
to us from people all around the world 
who struggle to demand justice. It has 
given me a record to remember the past, 
knowledge to prepare in the present 
and inspiration to defend the future. 

— Eric 


Errata 


On page 21 of the Mabon 2004 issue, one of the websites for 
protesting fee demo was listed incorrectly. Wild Wilderness can be 
contacted at www.wildwilderness.org. On page 33, the Greenpeace Banner and 
Fish Pens in Canada photograph should have been credited to Greenpeace/Beltra. 
The editorial collective regrets these errors. 
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Wont to ‘db OKs Our Colhctun? 



The Earth First! Journal, located in T ucson, Arizona, 
currently has an opening for a new member of our 
editorial staff. It could be you. Being a part of the 
Journal is full of rewards — working on a consensus 
basis with a tight four-person collective among 
a supportive community to publish a magazine 
essential to the radical environmental movement. 
Our new long-term editor ideally will have publishing 
experience, be personally compatible with existing 
staff, have pounds of patience, be computer literate, 
have excellent editing skills, have a sense of 
humor and be able to commit to at least a year and 
a half. As a collective, all of the work is shared, so 
a motivated, hard-working individual is required! 


We also welcome people with a variety of 
talents and activist experience to come 
and work for one issue of the Journal as a 
“short-term” editor. This adds to the diversity 
of voices and energy in the magazine. The 
waiting list can be long (up to a year), but it 
also depends on how flexible your schedule 
is and when you will be available. 


To apply, send your resume with a letter of interest 
to the Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 
85702. Please forward a writing sample, activist 
history and the names of some EF! activists who 
can vouch for you. For more details, contact: 

( 520 ) 620-6900 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
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Dear Earth Warriors, 

I recently read the May/J une 
issue, and was happy to see 
something on herbicide spray- 
ing ("The Disappeared" by Kim 
Antieau). Here in Tennessee, 
we are besieged by helicopter 
spraying of herbicides, on pine 
plantations (they are cutting 
3,000 acres next door to where 
I live, most I assume will be 
replanted in pine), cotton 
fields, and power company 
right of ways. There is a grow- 
ing number of testimonials 
being collected from poison 
victims around here by local 
Save Our Cumberland Moun- 
tains activists, and I'm told 
some of the "OT boys" in West 
Tennessee are shooting at he- 
licopters. They fly in from Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama. 

The watered down and 
meaningless legislation that 
activists cannot even get out 
of a committee in the legisla- 
ture is all we have. What hope 
is there? What kind of actions 
are people taking in other 
places? Unfortunately, in this 
God forsaken backwards State, 
counties cannot make their 
own regulations. In some other 
southern state I heard at least 
one county banned spraying. 

— Lois 


Dear Earth First!, 

As a current organizer for 
Green Corps I was shocked to 
see how negatively your web 
site and magazine has por- 
trayed this organization (see 
EF// July- August 2004). Is your 
evaluation a balanced view of 
the organization? Has any ef- 
fort been made to check the 
factual basis of Miller's accusa- 
tions? Is the "article" correctly 
placed under the heading of 
an editorial or opinion page? 

I think not, since the main 
source of criticism is Nathaniel 
Miller, who was terminated 
and is apparently upset over 
his termination. Has your 
magazine made any effort to 
provide a balanced view of 
Green Corps by soliciting re- 
sponses from the leadership 
or one of the hundreds of past 
Green Corps graduates? It 
doesn’t appear so. 

While your site claims to 
put the "earth first," it seems 
you have devoted much 
energy and space in your 
magazine to the ranting of a 
disgruntled employee. The 
information posted on your 
site in the "article” Exposing 
Green Corps are the opinions 
of one person, one person 
who was fired. If you want 


your movement and magazine 
to be a respected source of 
news then the information 
posted on your site should 
consist of more than just a 
sounding board for dis- 
gruntled former employees. 

I am not criticizing Miller 
for sharing his opinion and 
experiences, nor am I criticiz- 
ing your magazine for print- 
ing his opinions. Yet, I do 
disagree with "Exposing 
Green Corps" being presented 
as a factual article or expose 
rather than as what it rightly 
is, one person’s opinion. 

— Meghan Shaw 

Editors' Note: We'd like to 
reassureyou thatwedid notrely 
exclusively on one source. We've 
heard similar stories about 
Green Corps from plenty of 
former employees. 

Dear SFB, 

Thank you for reminding 
us about the Recreation Fee 
Demonstration Program (the 
"Fee-Demo Program"), set to 
expire on December 3 1 , 2005, 
and for calling our attention 
to HR3283, the proposed Fed- 
eral Lands Recreation En- 
hancement Act, which would 
establish a permanent recre- 
ation fee program (see EF!J 


September-0ctober2004). Be- 
cause we already support our 
public lands through federal 
taxes, the Fee-Demo Program 
functions as a form of double 
taxation. But what is perhaps 
more troubling about the Fee- 
Demo Program is that it 
perpetuates the disturbing 
sentiment that hiking, camp- 
ing and other types of wilder- 
ness recreation are activities 
restricted to white affluent na- 
ture-lovers. 

As we well know, different 
socio-economic classes have 
different conceptions of "na- 
ture" and "environment" 
and as a result, different pri- 
orities regarding what should 
| be protected and preserved. 
| The Fee-Demo Program fur- 
's - thers the divide between 
| these classes by placing pub- 
•f lie lands off-limits to those 
who cannot pay the fee. This 
greatly reduces our efforts to 
form a unified front to com- 
bat the vast intertwined prob- 
lems that we face, including, 
but certainly not limited to 
classism, environmental de- 
struction, (environmental) 
racism and xenophobia. 

If public lands are indeed 
"public," then they must be 
accessible to all. They cannot 
be the province of only those 
who can afford entrance. 

Sincerely, 

— Avi Brisman 

Dear Puck, 

I read your article "Facing 
Off the Radical Environmen- 
tal Lynch Mob" (see EF!J Sep- 
tember-October 2004). 

I heard your anger, pain and 
frustration. It does seem that 
we're fucked when some of the 
most ardent and progressive 
voices in Amerika are oblivi- 
ous to issues of racism, sexism, 
classism and homophobia. 

White guys like me can fuck 
up a hot lunch. . . and we have 
for 10,000 years. I was at a 
peace conference in NH last 
year. We tried to do some 
"inclusiveness" training — our 
efforts were so fumbling I left 
the conference feeling 
shocked and very afraid for 
us all. When we talked about 
homophobia, we used classist 
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language, when we talked 
about racism, white guys 
dominated the discussion, 
when we talked about 
classism, we did so from the 
cozy interior of a private re- 
treat center. 

But your experience at the 
Maine RRR could contain a set 
of mini-revelations about 
white men, and white society, 
that you could use to really 
get yourself empowered. 

You can either take it per- 
sonally (as in refusing to be 
an object lesson) or you can 
take a moment (or a month) 
to stand back from it all and 
truly get your mind around 
just how massively fucked up 
white guys are. Maybe then 
you won't be so injured by 
the specific ignorance, or 
individual. Maybe then you 
can come back at us with 
some love. 

I remember when 1 was in 
rehab in early recovery. I was 
so fucking unlovable. I was 
arrogant, supremely selfish. 
Nobody could tell me shit. 
But people did love me. Some 
people did stick with me. They 
didn't take my shit person- 
ally because they knew I was 
really sick. 

Come back to us Sister. We 
are really sick. We are so 
fucking damaged we need all 
the help we can get. Help us. 
Make us worthy of your love. 

— C 

Dear SFB, 

Don't believe the hype, 
question "radical" environ- 
mental advertising: 

In "Facing Off the Radical 
Environmental Lynch Mob," 
Puck goes a long way into 
debunking radical environ- 
mentalism that masquerades 
as anti-racist by compiling 
political laundry lists or wear- 
ing patches with caricatures 
of people of color while hav- 
ing little relationships or ex- 
pressing scarce respect for 
communities of color or work- 
ing class people. 

Puck bravely confronts and 
exposes a narrow version of 
white middle class radical en- 
vironmentalism which mo- 
nopolizes resources, campaigns 


and spaces. It is important to 
challenge those who promote 
an idyllic version of Earth First! 
to comprehend limitations, 
gaps and problems within radi- 
cal environmental activism. 
It may be hard for some to 
hear criticism, after passion- 
ately dedicating time to 
struggles deemed as righteous. 
However, if we are to grow or 
bring to fruition our radical 
rhetoric, we need to honestly 
grasp the contradictions in the 
work that is being promoted 
as militant. 

Puck offers a constructive 
critique for those who are lis- 
tening and willing to face the 
music. We should admit that 
some may be too invested in 
their roles as dominators of 
radical cliques to concede to 
the truth that is evident to 
people of color and working 
class communities who have 
dealt with elitism and patron- 
izing behavior from activists 
who preach liberation while 
viewing most ordinary people 
as collaborators with the en- 
emy. Radicals can't honestly 
say they are serious about 
achieving professed objec- 
tives when they promote de- 
featist strategies that celebrate 
self-marginalization while 
mocking the majority of 
people who are exploited by 
the same corporations who 
are degrading the earth. 

Making the shift that is nec- 
essary to change the praxis of 
Earth First! will require leav- 
ing behind some of those who 
have become accustomed to 
hoarding power and smugly 
announcing themselves as the 
spokespersons for all creatures. 
There is a common saying 
among community organiz- 
ers to be wary of outspoken 
leaders. Those who speak loud- 
est and position themselves 
for attention and notoriety, 
often have the weakest cred- 
ibility in the community and 
are usually unable to organize 
communities deeply or for the 
long haul. The skills of listen- 
ing to others and understand- 
ing our roles while realizing 
our weaknesses are more im- 
portant than posturing. We 
are challenging systems that 


will not crumble from a few 
egotistical individuals or a 
handful of self-proclaimed sav- 
iors of the earth. 

Sometimes while organiz- 
ing we have to displace false 
leaders, who are in it more for 
their own ego than for any- 
thing else. A measurement of 
radicalism should be our will- 
ingness to acknowledge 
where we are at now and the 
fact that we can not reach our 
goals through the present 
level of resistance. 

Earth Firsters! need be con- 
scious that people of color 
and working class communi- 
ties have been fighting for 
the land way before Dave 
Foreman joined the Republi- 
can Party. Our resistance will 
continue with or without the 
arrogant voices of earth mes- 
siahs or self-righteous con- 
sultants. Our existence is a 
radical act and we do not need 
privileged activists to teach 
us about resistance. We sin- 
cerely hope that EFers! will 
learn to become better allies 
to oppressed communities. 


Although some distort radi- 
cal ecology into a self-styled 
religion that rationalizes their 
pretentious attitude toward 
any non-followers, the truth 
is that people of color and 
environmental justice move- 
ments in working class com- 
munities have mobilized 
more people against corpo- 
rate interests then most EF! 
campaigns. Earth First! will 
remain isolated and weak 
until it is willing to learn to 
build relationships of mutual 
solidarity with others. 

For those of us who see 
clearly that our work needs to 
expand, we don't have the 
option of tolerating the elit- 
ism or alienating power mon- 
gering of scenesters. We need 
to recognize our weakness in 
numbers and that will lead us 
to the realization that we need 
to build relationships with 
working class and people of 
color based on respect not 
tokenistic recruitment or 
symbolistic appropriation. 

— Mass Direct Action 

MASSDIRECTACTION@RISEUP.NET 
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by Faith Walker 

Some butterflies crave salt, and patter about in mud 
puddles, dung and carcasses to get it. Male European 
Skippers ( Thymelicus lineola) frequent these slurpy, salt- 
laden substrates, detecting their quarry via sodium 
receptors on their feet — an activity called puddling. 
Thanks to their salty trotters, males are able to prepare 
highly desirable nuptial gifts. Packed with sperm and 
nutrients, including salt, spermatophores contain the 
elixir that females need for long life and high fertility. 
Instead of puddling, which they are loathe to do, 
females receive a lifetime’s supply of salt in a single 
mating. If she fails to acquire a beau's savory contribu- 
tion, which rarely happens, the butterfly dies. 

Herbivores are often faced with limited salt, since 
plants tend to harbor low concentrations. This flutter- 
ing puddler, which dines on alfalfa nectar, has one of 
the more unique solutions to this problem. 
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You in the Mountains 

Katuah Earth First! Confronts Mountaintop Removal 


The Zeb Mountain mine in September. 


by John Conner 

Mountaintop removal is the mining practice that liter- 
ally blows the tops off of mountains, dumps them into an 
adjacent valley, then scrapes off the coal underneath. It is 
the final solution for our forests and mountains. It really 
should be called mountain range removal, because mul- 
tiple peaks are blown off and dumped onto highland 
watersheds, utterly destroying them. More than 1,000 
miles of streams have been destroyed by this practice in 
West Virginia alone (see EF.'f September-October 2003). 

With a clearcut, you have some hope that the trees will 
grow back — mountaintop removal is forever. Hardwood 
trees will never return to these sites, because the soil 
becomes too acidic. Additionally, this mining practice 
endangers and destroys entire communities with massive 
sediment dams and non-stop blasting. It is the death knell 
for deep mining and mining unions, because dynamite is 
cheaper than people. As bad as you might imagine it, 
mountaintop removal is much worse. It is now trying to 
break its way into the state of Tennessee. We are at a critical 
juncture of time, place and power at which we can either 
break the back of this mountain-leveling practice or watch 
as mountains die. 

Ninety-three new coal plants are being planned for 
construction throughout the US right now. Demand for 
coal will increase as these new facilities are completed. 
When the oil starts to run out and there are no concrete 
plans for a transition to wind and solar power, coal 
companies will be well-positioned to capitalize on their 
growing market. 

The coal industry estimates that we have enough coal to 
last 230 years — if we don’t mind leveling our mountains 
and slowly suffocating. The industry is paying careful atten- 
tion to what happens with Zeb Mountain in northeastern 


Tennessee. The coal companies want Zeb Mountain to die 
with no protest, so they can move on to kill other moun- 
tains. The time to halt mountaintop removal is now. 

In the 1990s, Katuah Earth First! (KEF!) fought the mecha- 
nized logging facilities called chip mills, which we then 
believed were the final solution for our forests. The mills 
were migrating north from Alabama, grinding up forests 
along the way — until they came to our region. We made 
their lives a living hell and stopped a number of them from 
opening. Now, coal companies are migrating south along 
the Cumberland coal seams, starting with Zeb Mountain. 

During the Environmental Assessment hearings for the 
Zeb Mountain project, the Robert Clear Coal Company 
stated point-blank that this is the "icebreaker project" for 
the Cumberland Plateau. If we can maintain and increase 
the pressure here, we can affect the entire industry. 

We are already close to bringing Tennessee's first massive 
mountaintop removal project to its knees. Coal mining does 
not have the stranglehold on our economy that it does in 
the other states that mountaintop removal has devastated. 
Additionally, most states are responsible for permitting and 
regulating mining operations under the Surface Mining 
Control Act. Tennessee did such a bad job of it in the 70s 
that the state renounced control, and all mining is now 
regulated under the federal Office of Surface Mining (OSM). 
This makes Tennessee unique in that we have recourse in the 
federal courts to stop mountaintop removal. 

The KEF! River Faction is based in Knoxville, 40 miles 
from Zeb Mountain. By throwing every grassroots action 
in the book at mountaintop removal, we can win — if 
enough people pin us on the frontlines. Knoxville also 
hosts the headquarters of the Tennessee Valley Authority 
(TV A), the largest buyer of coal in North America, and 
OSM, which grants mining permits in Tennessee. Think of 
TVA as the coal addict and OSM as the pusher. 
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The coal that is ripped from Zeb Mountain is being 
burnt by TVA. TVA recently put new scrubbers on its 
coal stacks, but instead of giving us cleaner air, TVA is 
burning dirtier coal. Given that Knoxville has the 
highest rate of children's asthma in the country, a lot 
of people throughout the region are very angry at TVA 
for its role in polluting our air. KEF! is pushing TVA to 
stop buying coal from mountaintop removal sites. 

Often the environmental campaigns of the West 
Coast have centered in the public mind on the old- 
growth redwoods — these forests serve as an icon for 
people's cultural identity there. Here, the same is true 
of our mountains. The people who migrated to south- 
ern Appalachia from Scotland and Ireland settled here 
because of the mountains — we are a mountain people. 
TVA, OSM and these thieving mining companies are 
praying that public awareness of their activities stays 
low until it is too late. They recognize that if a critical 
mass of the mountain people who hunt, fish, live in 
and love these mountains find out what the coal 
companies are trying to do, mountaintop removal 
will be destroyed by the anger it generates. Our job is 
to raise awareness and direct the anger at the real 
perpetrators of this crime of geologic proportions — 
TVA and OSM. 

KEF! has done this by occupying several billboards 
on major highways and dropping banners off of them. 
In August 2003, KEF! occupied a billboard while block- 
ading the Zeb Mountain mine for four hours. The 
blockade, which consisted of two 50-gallon cargo drums 
with people locked to them, cost the company $35,000 
in down time (see EF!J November-December 2003). 

This Summer, we spent three Tuesdays in August 
holding demonstrations outside the offices of TVA and 
OSM, utilizing guerrilla theater, puppet shows and 
other tactics to raise public awareness and pressure the 
agencies responsible for the destruction of the Appala- 
chian mountains. KEF! has also driven the back roads 
around Zeb Mountain, spoken with hunters and folks 
on ATVs and canvassed local farmers. 

In September, Robert Clear Coal Company sold the 
Zeb Mountain mining rights to National Coal Corpo- 
ration, after KEF!'s actions and three federal lawsuits 
made the project a liability for them. 

We will fight these mining companies for every mile, 
every foot — indeed every inch of our mountains — but 
we must have your help. We need money for bail, for 
barrels, for concrete, for old cars, for banners, for rope, 
for guerrilla theater props, for everything including 
the kitchen sink that we can throw at this mine and at 
mountaintop removal. We need you. Timing is crucial. 
Five years from now, when there are 20 mountain 
range removal projects in Tennessee, it will be too late. 
We must save Zeb Mountain; we must stop TVA before 
it destroys our very home. Help us. 

For more information, contact KEF!, 2131 Riverside 
Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915; zorgonus@yahoo.com. 

John Conner is the child of Sarah Conner, who trained 
him in resistance. He now lives in Katuah, where KEF! 
periodically helps him "dispose" of terminator units sent 
back in time to eliminate him. 


Direct Action Comes to Appalachia 

by Katuah Earth First! 

The protest was a response to the death of a three-year- 
old child, Jeremy Davidson, in the small town of Appala- 
chia, Virginia. On September 25, more than 100 local 
residents and Katuah Earth First! ers took to the streets in 
protest of A&G Coal Company and mountaintop removal. 

Davidson was killed in August when a 600-pound 
boulder from the mine site behind his house came 
crashing through his bedroom window as he slept. The 
paramedics spent more than an hour trying to resuscitate 
him. A&G Coal was fined a mere $15,000. 

At a rally near the Davidsons' home, many people 
spoke about the horrors of mountaintop removal. Direct- 
action politics were well received by local folks, who are 
fed up with government agencies turning a blind eye to 
their communities. 

"We're through with being polite," proclaimed 
grassroots organizer Judy Bonds from West Virginia. "I 
got 70-year-old ladies ready to lay down in front of 
bulldozers to stop this destruction!" Folks across coal 
country are ready for action; it is obvious to them that the 
coal companies view their lives as expendable in the 
name of profit. 

During the march, Earth Firstlers spoke with locals who 
described respiratory problems resulting from the mine 
dust and pointed out polluted rivers where they used to 
go fishing. 

A spokeswoman for Kentuckians for the Common- 
wealth compared the residents of coal fields to the 
canaries once used in coal mines as indicators of toxic 
working conditions. "We are tired of being the nation's 
sacrifice zone!," she said. 

The same week, Earth Firstiers took action by placing 
locks on all of the gates to the A&G parking lot and by 
gluing the locks on the front doors of its office building. 
They left behind a sign reading, "We won't stop until you 
do. See you in the mountains... Earth First!." 



To the coal companies, life is cheap. 
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spray 8 gain momentum 


by Noel Hewitt Tendick 


artwork by K. Kudin 


letter from juror in pepper spray q-tip trial 

I'm pleased to have found your website and to know your coverage of 
the trial was very well presented. Below is an email message I sent tonight 
to a friend. It expresses my sentiments of the events. I was one of the 
jurors. I sincerely regret that we could not reason with the two people who 
were in favor of the sheriff's/police actions.... 

The trial ended today as a hung jury. We deadlocked (6-2). I am greatly 
troubled and disappointed about the outcome. We spent a total of three 
weeks at the courthouse, which turned out to be a waste of time and 
taxpayer dollars and created an underlying current that it's okay to use 
excessive force on peaceful protesters. I am appalled and dismayed that 
this happened. 

I do hope that there is a third trial and that the plaintiffs win. 

— H. Moyot 


Page 8 Earth First! Samhain/Yule 2004 


video still from Fire in the Eyes 


open themselves up and share that in a courtroom. 
Everyone spoke beautifully about the forest we work to 
protect and the damage that we suffered — and continue 
to suffer — from police crossing the line. 

I watched repeatedly as Delaney and William Bragg — 
the attorney who represented the PL logger who killed 
David "Gypsy" Chain in 1998 — tried to cut into us with 
all sorts of distortions and ended up spinning themselves 
into the ground. 

After the police and plaintiffs had their say, it was time 
for closing arguments. Delaney's recurring theme was, "I 
submit to you that it makes 
no sense whatsoever." For 
instance, "If we're going to 
do nothing when protesters 
are nonviolent, are we going 
to allow them to lock down 
to the emergency room of a 
hospital? Does that make 
sense?" I would submit, no. 

She attacked with, "But 1 
also think of environmental- 
ism as being something that 
is the antithesis of the conspicuous consumer. Ask yourself 
whether you've seen the most conspicuous consumption 
of law enforcement services ever." Take that, hippies! 

Actually, most conspicuous was Delaney's profiting 
from the situation. Not only has she dragged this case 
out by filing endless appeals and stonewalling settle- 
ment negotiations, she also represents PL in its SLAPP 
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation) against 
North Coast Earth First! activists. This is one of the 
clearer examples of the collusion between police vio- 
lence and corporate profit. 


Our attorneys urged the jurors to drag the police back 
across the line they crossed when they used violence against 
nonviolent individuals. The legal team spoke of the damage 
that is done to everyone when such behavior is allowed. 

As one of our lawyers, J. Tony Serra, said, "There are 
certain aspects of the case you are never going to forget. In 
your dream life and in your future, the images that have 
been brought forward during this trial will persist, echoing 
in your imagination. They are so horrific that no civilized 
society can accept this behavior as legal, moral or ethical." 

For John or Jane Q. Public to decide against the police, 

they have to give something 
up. Six of the eight jurors 
were willing to do this. For 
the other two — who refused 
to examine clear evidence, 
who felt we weren't reach- 
ing them — it was too much 
to handle. I have no doubt 
that at some moment in the 
future, they will realize what 
they've done, and it will 
echo in their imaginations. 

In the meantime, we go on to pursue another trial. We go 
on so that a jury can deliver the consequences of corporate- 
directed brutality to the police. We go on because when 
trees were falling and pepper spray was used on us, we 
didn't unlock. We go on because we continue to believe in 
healthy ecosystems and the right of everyone to speak their 
beliefs, and because these things are burning. 

For more information about our case and how to contrib- 
ute to it, visit www.nopepperspray.org. 

Noel is a writer, massage therapist and activist in Santa Cruz, 
California. 


We’ve watched so many trees fall, and we 
have given an exhausting amount of 
energy to this case, but all of us — plaintiffs 
and lawyers — are committed to taking it 
to another trial. 



Pacific Lumber Raids Gypsy 
Mountain and Logs Aradia 

On September 25, three treesitters were forcibly removed from 
their perches high above Grizzly Creek in northern California's Van 
Duzen watershed. They were removed by Eric Schatz Tree Service, 
which extracted more than a dozen activists from old-growth red- 
woods in the Freshwater area last year (see EF!f May-June 2003). 
Schatz and four other extractors are facing civil lawsuits stemming 
from those incidents. 

After being lowered 150 feet to the ground, the treesitters were 
placed under citizen’s arrest by Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) em- 
ployees. A fourth activist on the ground was also arrested. 

Almost immediately, the grove of five old-growth redwoods, 
including the massive giant known as "Aradia," was cut down. 
Aradia had been occupied for nearly three years by activists who had 
hoped to keep the trees standing until the timber harvest plan ran 
out next January. The grove came to be known as "Gypsy Moun- 
tain," named in memory of David "Gypsy” Chain. 

North Coast Earth Firstler Shunka Wakan said, "We grieve the loss 
of a friend on Gypsy Mountain once again — this time, an ancient 
redwood tree." 

For more information, contact North Coast EF!, POB 219, Bayside, 
CA 95524; (707) 825-6598; www.northcoastearthfirst.org. 
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Take Back the Airwaves! 

Community Radio Under Attack in Tennessee 


by Vic 

On September 15, just after 10 a.m., 
three Federal Communications Com- 
mission (FCC) agents, accompanied 
by three federal marshals, broke into 
the studio of Knoxville First Amend- 
ment Radio (KFAR) and confiscated 
nearly all of the station's equipment. 
They were unable to seize KFAR's an- 
tenna, which was perched atop a 100- 
foot-high tower that doubles as a 
flagpole for the Jolly Roger. 

The agents struck when the station 
was unoccupied, and they kept sup- 


From the beginning, KFAR only had 
two rules: "No sexist, racist or ho- 
mophobic content, and don't offend 
community standards before 10p.m." 
Financial support for the station was 
generated mostly from the $10 dues 
paid by each DJ every month, with 
some support from donations and ben- 
efit concerts. There was never any com- 
mercial advertising or underwriting 
on KFAR. 

At the project's inception, KFARians 
considered applying for a Low Power 


are Knoxville's beating heart. We are 
its only source of local music and 
alternative news, and the only way 
that Knoxvillians can get access to the 
airwaves," said DJ John Conner fol- 
lowing the raid. 

KFAR lives on . DJs continue to broad- 
cast their shows via the Internet, and 
they're banding together in solidarity 
against the corporate media machine. 
Members of the community are show- 
ing overwhelming support for the 
downed station, and they are power- 
fully vocal against the FCC. KFAR is 
urging supporters to call, write and 


porters and neighbors from ob- 
serving the seizure, citing that 
no one was willing to declare 
themself a "resident" or 
"manager" of the building. 

There is some evidence 
that the FBI and Tennes- 
see Valley Authority 
(TV A) acted in coordi- 
nation with the FCC to 
shut KFAR down. 

The station, located 
in a graffiti-festooned, 
squatted, double-wide 
trailer in south Knox- 
ville, had been broad- 
casting at 90.9 FM for 
almost three years. The 
Tennessee River Faction of 
Katuah Earth First! originally 
squatted the trailer, convert- 
ing it from a crackhouse. Even- 
tually, it evolved into the home of 
KFAR with the help of the local hip- 
hop community, the Prometheus Ra- 
dio Project and other aspiring pirates. 
The dwelling was named "the Trailer 
for Global Sustainability, Justice and 
Peace," or "the trailer" for short. 

The founders of KFAR wanted Knox- 
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FM FCC license. However, they learned 
that due to a law that prohibits "third 
channel adjacency," they could not 
obtain a license in Knoxville. These 


email complaints to the FCC's At- 
lanta office. The FCC is a com- 
plaint-driven agency that is 
sensitive to public pressure, 

K so this can have a massive 
effect on them. When the 
FCC paid KFAR a visit in 
March and delivered a 
"cease and desist" order, 
supporters let the FCC 
know how they felt. 
KFAR returned to the air- 
waves, despite the order, 
Q and stayed there until 

the recent raid. 
KFARians are organiz- 
ing a benefit concert to 
replace the stolen equip- 
ment, public demonstra- 
, tions, a public education 
^ campaign, and they're circu- 

lating a petition to introduce a 
resolution to the Knoxville City 
Council that will allow KFAR to 
return to the air — and stay on. This 
last tactic was used by Freak Radio 
Santa Cruz with 10 years of success. 

"We're definitely going back on the 
air," says Dirtee D, radio pirate and 
Katuah Earth Firstler. 


ville to have a real community radio 
station, where decisions were made by 
consensus, hierarchical management 
was absent, and a voice was given to 
the voiceless — a station where anyone 
could be a DJ. They also decided to 
obtain the highest quality transmitter 
they could afford, one that exceeded 
all FCC specifications, in order to avoid 
interference with established stations. 


pirates believed, and still believe, that 
the airwaves belong to the people, not 
huge corporations like Citadel and 
Clear Channel. They decided to go 
ahead and broadcast without a license. 

Since then, KFAR has grown to in- 
clude more than 50 DJs who broadcast 
a great diversity of content. From 
lounge music to anarcho-hip-hop and 
deep ecology, KFAR plays it all. "We 


Conner adds, "We’re thinking about 
starting a few more stations." 

To complain, contact the FCC's At- 
lanta office, Massell Building Room 
440, 1365 Peachtree St NE, Atlanta, GA 
30309; (404) 347-3084; erice@fcc.gov. 
For more information, listen online at 
www.kfar.org. 

Vic is a wandering Katuah Earth Firstler 
and KFARian, among other things. 
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A Woman Who Puts the Earth First l 



Antartica 2003 


An Interview with Allison Lance Watson 


by Sprig 

It's become a personal quest for me to unearth what it takes 
to engage more of "us" humans in the long-term struggle. Sea 
Shepherd Conservation Society's Allison Lance Watson drew 
my attention because she was a person willing to dive into 
Japan's Taiji Bay in the wintertime to rescue dolphins and 
Mellon-headed whales from slaughter. Run over twice by a 
fishermen's boat', escaping from an attempted strangulation 
with a rope net, she was undeterred and carried out that action 
with Alex Comelissen until all the dolphins were freed (see EF!J 
January-February 2004). 

EF!J: There's a mental shift that occurs for most activists that 
spurs them into action. Do you remember when that happened 
for you? 

ALW: It was back in the '80s. I was watching television 
late at night, and a commercial came on against vivisec- 
tion. I called the number that was on the screen, and I got 
a hold of a group called People for Reason and Science in 
Medicine. They got me into animal rights and from there 
I started going to protests. I still think vivisection is the 
most horrifying of all. 

EF!J: How old were you at the time? 

ALW: It must have been back in '88, and I'm 46 now, so 
around 30. That's when I really made the connection. 

EF!J: Where did you go from there? 

ALW: I bounced around to different groups. Then I 
remember going to a hunt sab to disrupt a bighorn sheep 


hunt in the Kofa National Wildlife Refuge. That's actually 
where I met my best friend, Gina Lynn. 

EF!J: After your first protest, was it the people you met who 
inspired you to keep with it, or was it your love for animals? 

ALW: It wasn't so much the people. I think right off the 
bat I wanted to do more direct action. My eyes had been 
opened. I knew that letter writing wasn't it for me, but 
locking down and making the news to show the world 
what was going on behind closed doors seemed like the 
way to approach the abuse of animals. 

EFIJ: Have you mainly focused on animal rights campaigns? 

ALW: Yes, all animal rights. Once you understand ani- 
mal rights, you can understand human rights, and you can 
understand the right for a tree and the right for a river. It's 
all connected, but people just don't get it. 

EF!J: What was your first Sea Shepherd campaign? 

ALW: Neah Bay, opposing the Makah whalers. 

EFIJ: My attention was first drawn to you a year ago when you 
jumped into the freezing water to rescue the dolphins from the 
Japanese nets. Do you remember what was going through your 
mind when you jumped in? 

ALW: Once you see the dolphins, it's not a pretty sight. 
Their comrades have been hurt; they no longer have the 
radar they had before; and they are being driven into the 
bay. It's basically like herding cattle. 

I had full presence of mind. I knew what I was going to 
do. The only thing I didn't know was how much time I was 
going to serve. But it didn't matter, especially once you see 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
that the dolphins have been penned in. Once we opened 
the nets, we didn't really have time to say goodbye to them. 

EF!J: Do you know any other women of your age or peer group 
who would do that? 

ALW: I'm the only one my age that I know. Actually, 1 got 
into it kind of late. That's why I'm always amazed at these 
kids that not only fight for the rights of animals, but they 
also fight for the rights of humans. They get it at 16, and 
they are there — heart, mind and soul. 

I'm kind of ashamed of myself, because time is running out 
for this planet. The planet will be here, but not the critters on 
it.... There is so much to do while I can still run and jump. I'll 
have plenty of time later on to sit in an office and work on 
computers, stamp envelopes or whatever. But now is the time 
while I am physically able to do things, I’m going to do them. 

Here's a good example: Sea Shepherd went up against the 
Japanese in Antarctica a couple of years ago. Out of 43 crew 
members, there were only six of us willing to get off of the 
Farley Mowat and board the Japanese killing vessels. In this 
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instance, it was me, another woman in her 
30s and four men. That meant we would 
board a Zodiac, go up next to the killing 
vessel that was going 12 knots, climb on 
board and do something to disable the ships. 
That was it, only six people, and that really 
saddened me. The crew was all willing to 
stay on board the Farley Mowat, as everyone 
always wants Paul to ram something, but 
they weren’t willing to get off the ship — to 
leave the comfort and safety of the Farley 
Mowat to do direct action, to save a whale. 

People only go part way — they don't carry 
their activism to death. And I think what 
better way to die than dying to save a mag- 
nificent tree or a whale, even a fish. 

EF!f: Why do you think that lapse between 
caring and action occurs? Do you think it's just 
differences in personality? 

ALW: I think it's that I don't care if I die. 
I imagine that if someone held a gun to my 
head, I would not want them to kill me. But 
I also think there is no greater honor than 
to lose your life protecting something be- 
yond the materialistic. 

EF!J: I did want to talk a little about Paul. 
One, because you can 'ttalk about Sea Shepherd 
without Paul, and also because he has a rather 
controversial public persona. Is it difficult for 
you being married to the "Captain?" How does 
your relationship affect your activism? 

ALW: Well, definitely on board there is no 
democracy. It's Paul's way — because ulti- 
mately he's the one responsible. And you've 
got to give the man credit; he's been doing 
it for 26 years. People come in and want to 
change Sea Shepherd, thinking they can run 
it better. But Paul is a mix of a lot of different 
people all in one — a writer, captain and a 
Galapagos 2001 strategist. He's also a human being. On the 
ship it's one thing, at home it's equal. Actu- 
ally, the dogs rule the home, then it's me and Paul. 

EFlf: Paul is outspoken about his views on the human 
condition. Do you share similar beliefs? 

ALW: I think I share the same beliefs as he does. I don't 
have much respect for people. If you are my friend and I 
know what you do, then I have respect for you and would 
lay down my life for you. But any Joe Blow off the street, I 
can't say that I feel one way or another for the person, 
unless they are there to protect something beyond the 
materialistic, like we spoke about earlier. After I've seen 
what humans do, even to each other.... 

My mom always says to me, "Oh, Allison, you should 
have had a baby. You missed out on so much." And I think, 
well, the Earth is my baby. Why can't people have just as 
much respect for me, since I have taken on the Earth as my 
child? Seven billion people lie down and have a kid, which 
is an easy thing to do. My respect comes for those who push 
their selfishness off to the side and go for something that 
is kind of foreign to most other people — the protection of 
species other than our own. 


I don't understand why it's not okay to say, "No, I don't 
care about that person. I care more for a tree or for that dog, 
because that tree and dog are more respectful to this planet 
and to me, so therefore they deserve my respect." And yes, 
Paul is very outspoken, and he is very blunt. But it comes 
from years of him living on this planet and seeing what this 
planet is actually made up of: anthropocentric hominids. 
Not a pretty picture. 

You're right — some people love him, some people hate 
him, but he doesn't really care. He will tell you straight- 
away that his clients aren't people, they are whales and 
dolphins. You have such a short time on this Earth, say what 
you have to say. When he gets fired up about something, 
that's when I am most in love with him. 

EF!f: I guess I feel that if we can show people the connections 
and empower them with the skills and knowledge, that the shift 
will occur for them. Do you think that's possible? 

ALW: I think you are either going to have it in you or 
you're not. Once I learned, oh, my gosh, I could never go 
back to my meat-eating ways, wearing leather and being 
comfortable. When I'm comfortable it saddens me, be- 
cause I know at the same time a beagle is being punched in 
the face — like the SHAC kids proved — or a veal calf can't 
turn around. So I don't understand why more activists 
don't spring up that are into direct action. They should be 
busting into places and doing things that really need to 
happen. There are a lot of good people out there. The 
Animal Liberation Front and Earth Liberation Front are 
doing what needs to be done. Just not enough! 

People need to get away from thinking about them- 
selves, but I can't make anybody do that. I can be excited 
as I can be about something on the ship, like when we see 
a longline to pull out. And, oh, no, there's a shark caught 
on one. Some people are right in there with bolt cutters 
trying to get it free, and others are just standing back. It just 
seems like it's in you or it's not. 

If you can't walk outside and feel moved to protect a bird 
that is flying across the sky in a free fashion, knowing there 
is a possibility that bird may be shot or poisoned or have his 
or her airspace taken away, then I don't know what to say. 
I'm hoping this generation will spring into action, take up 
arms and go for It. Why not fight until you no longer can? 

Sprig worked on the EF! Journal collective for the last 
two-and-a-half years. She'll see y'all at the February 2005 EF! 
Organizers' Conference. 


Grand Jury Resister Released from Custody 

On August 26, a federal grand jury in Seattle, Washing- 
ton, sent a long-time animal activist from southern Cali- 
fornia to jail. Gina Lynn was jailed on contempt charges 
after asserting her right to not answer questions. 

This grand jury was convened to investigate the ani- 
mal rights and environmental movements in the Seattle 
area, specifically the "theft" of more than 200 chickens 
from an egg farm and an arson at a logging company. 

"It has never been my intention to cooperate with 
this political witch hunt, and I remain firm in my 
principled resistance to these secretive probes," stated 
Lynn. "I will never participate in the prosecution of a 
cause to which I have devoted my life." 

On her 23rd day of imprisonment, Lynn was granted 
a hearing before Judge Thomas S. Zilly. Prior to the 
hearing, supporters sent letters to the judge, and pro- 
tests were held outside the jail on a weekly basis. 

US Attorney Andrew Friedman tried to argue that 
releasing Lynn would set a bad example and that three 
weeks in jail was simply not long enough to know 
whether she could be compelled to talk. 

After listening to arguments, Zilly ordered Lynn re- 
leased, concluding that she would never cooperate. 

During her time in custody, Lynn maintained that 
the foremost way for people on the outside to support 
her was by keeping the struggle for animal liberation 
alive. "Please do everything you can to free animals," 
Lynn urged. "They deserve nothing less." 
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Gina Lynn with her friend Jude 


The perjury charges against me have been dropped.... 


by An ison Lanci Watson 

When 1 was compelled to appear 
before the grand jury, I pleaded the 
First Amendment, citing that the gov- 
ernment had no right to question me 
about my association with other per- 
sons (see EF!I March-April 2004). The 
judge ordered me to answer the grand 
jury’s questions, and eventually I did. 
But as the transcript of my hearing 
reveals, the prosecutors bullied and 


tricked me into a position where they 
could hi i ng per j u ry charges agai nst me. 
Ultimately, the government dropped 
these charges because I intended to 
prove how unfairly 1 had been treated. 

Having failed to prosecute me for 
perjury and having failed to intimidate 
me into cooperation, the federal 
prosecutor's office turned its attention 
on animal right activist Gina Lynn, my 
best friend. Gina Lynn is a very outspo- 
ken activist, but she is not a criminal. 


I was charged with contempt and 
pleaded guilty on the understanding 
that it would be a misdemeanor con- 
viction, and I would not have a pro- 
hationary period. I was ordered to 
appear for sentencing on November 
17. The maximum sentence is six 
months. Letters of support would be 
very helpful. Please write to the I lon- 
orable Monica Benton, c/o Angelo J. 
Calfo, Yarmuth Wilsdon Calfo, 2500 
1DX Tower, Seattle, WA 98104. 
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The Winnemem Wintu: 
Waging War on Shasta Dam 


by Claire Hope Cummings 

Just before dusk on September 12, on a grassy area 
overlooking the massive gray presence of Shasta dam and 
the blue waters of the sprawling reservoir behind it, a small 
group of dancers and singers dressed in traditional regalia 
lit a sacred fire. A wooden drum began a slow, steady beat, 
and the singers started a rhythmic, wailing song. An 
ancient ceremonial war dance began. For four days and 
nights, the Winnemem Wintu fasted, danced, sang and 
prayed. As each man stepped toward the fire, he shouted 
a throaty Hupl — the Wintu word for 
"war" — raised his bow, arrow and 
dance stick and thrust them to- 
ward the dam. 

The Winnemem Wintu are 
called the "middle water" 
people. They are a small, 
traditional band of the 
once-mighty Wintu lan- 
guage group that lived be- 
tween the Oregon border 
and northern California. 

For more than 1,000 years, 
the Winnemem lived 
along the McCloud River, 
known as the middle river 
because it runs between the 
Sacramento and the Pitt 
Rivers. All three rivers now 
flow into the man-made 
Shasta Lake. 

When Shasta dam was 
constructed in the late 1 930s, 
the Winnemem's villages and 
burial grounds were inun- 
dated. Now, they are under as- 
sault again. Their sacred sites 
and traditional ways of life are be 
ing threatened by the US Bureau of 
Reclamation's (BuRec) proposal to raise Shasta 
dam in order to create more water storage and to generate 
more power for California's growing population. After 
losing much of their homeland to the dam, to wealthy 
Californians who favor the fishing grounds along the 
McCloud, and to the national forests, the Winnemem are 
desperate to save what remains. 

The last time the Winnemem invoked the War Dance 
was in 1887, when a fish hatchery on the McCloud River 
was the enemy and protecting the salmon and the Wintu 



THE 


way of life was the focus. More than 100 years later, the 
shadow of Shasta dam, already an implement of destruc- 
tion to the Winnemem, looms large. The tribe tires of 
meeting endlessly with government agencies while never 
getting its needs met. When the Winnemem heard about 
plans to raise the dam, they were not sure what to do. "We 
prayed on it, and we were told to hold a War Dance," said 
Caleen Sisk-Franco, Winnemem spiritual and tribal leader. 
"Our ancestors showed us the way with the dance against 
the fish hatchery. We gave up a lot of our homeland for the 
sake of the California people and got nothing in return. 

Now you want to take our sacred places, and 
again we get nothing. How is this fair, 
over and over again? This is too 
much to ask of a people." 

The dance was held under a 
permit issued by BuRec. Just 
getting the permit was a 
struggle; BuRec did not want 
something called a War Dance 
anywhere near the dam, cit- 
ing security concerns. Then 
the local newspaper accused 
BuRec of not being able to 
■ . distinguish between a small 
group of local Indians and 
terrorists. So BuRec told the 
tribe that it could have a per- 
mit, but there could be no 
fire or traditional weapons. 
The Winnemem answered 
back, with their characteris- 
tic good humor, "Gee, does 
that mean we can bring mod- 
ern weapons?" Eventually, 
BuRec relented and permitted 
the fire, the spears and the tradi- 
tional ceremony as the Winnemem 
wanted to do it. 

Still, there is a long and troubled his- 
tory between the tribe and the agency. When 
Shasta dam was first constructed, Congress promised the 
Winnemem people compensation, like lands and a cem- 
etery where their dead would be reburied. It promised to 
hold that cemetery land in trust forever, but those 
promises have not been kept. 

Recently, the tribe held several meetings with BuRec. 
The tribe questioned BuRec's plan to raise the dam and 
the impacts the plan will have. Mark Franco, headman for 
the village where many members of the tribe now live, 
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By the fourth day, some of the older danc- 



ers were weary. But as the ceremony came to 
a close, a resurgence of power and energy 
seemed to take over. Voices were strong, the 
dancing was robust, and the prayers were 
fervent. Anyone who witnessed this historic 
event was impressed and deeply moved. It 
was a moment in time when the sacred was 
clear and present. 

This small, traditional tribe had worked 
hard to do this dance. For days and weeks 
beforehand, a handful of people worked on 
the complicated regalia. Each bead, each 
feather and each shell was lovingly sewn or 
glued; the eagle bone whistles were carved; 
the traditional weapons were strung. The 
dances and songs were practiced. Then, fi- 
nally, after it was all over, the moment came 
when the women put down their wooden 
speculated that BuRec only wants to know about the clappers and took off their fur headdresses. The men 
sacred sites so that it can flood the area. "The government stripped down and dove into the cool waters of the 
has no intention of preserving those sites, or our way of reservoir to seal in their newfound power. The fire was 
life," he said. Indeed, so far BuRec has had the same effect extinguished. The entire tribe let out a shout. They 
on the Winnemem that it has had on endangered Califor- hugged and cried. They were warriors now. They were 
nia salmon — both are just about wiped out. exhilarated and energized, ready to go forward, confi- 

The Winnemem want their issues addressed now, before dent and clear about their goals. BuRec has never seen 
BuRec does new studies and considers new plans for the the likes of this. 


dam. BuRec is currently spending $15 million to study the 
raising of Shasta dam. This study only considers whether or 
not the dam should be raised and by how much. It is not 
considering other options. 

The tribe is asking the environmental community to 
help them articulate the best alternatives to raising the 
dam. They say that better management and conservation 
practices for the existing reservoir could supply as much 
water as raising the dam — and do so more sustainably and 
at less cost. 

At the War Dance, visitors from other Native nations 
and members of the environmental community came to 
support the Winnemem. Julia "Butterfly" Hill stayed for 
several days and told the media that she supports the 
Winnemem as a matter of conscience. She said that "the 
sacred" is in peril at this time, in this place, and that 
coming together and making connections — between 
groups, with each other, to the water, the fish and to 
place — is what the environmental movement is all about. 
Brock Dolman, from the Water Institute at the Occidental 
Arts and Ecology Center, spoke about the need to study 
alternatives to raising the dam. He said that there has 
been enough damage from the Dam Age, and we should 
be thinking about razing the dam instead. 

As the days wore on, still the fire burned. Day and night, 
the drum would sound, calling the dancers back into the 
arbor of Douglas fir that they had built. The singers would 
start and the dancers would line up, their deer toe rattles 
jangling. They would dance their prayers into the ground 
and cry out against the dam. Every day an osprey circled 
above, once dropping a feather into the arbor. A bald 
eagle angled in to get a view. Back and forth, it was a call 
and response. As the prayers were carried out over the 
water, the physical world answered. 


For more information, visit www.winnememwintu.us. 

Claire Hope Cummings has been the tribal lawyer for the 
Winnemem for the last 1 5 years. She is committed to protecting 
the McCloud River through her work as a lawyer and a writer, 
which she does without pay, saying she doesn't mind working 
for "Winnemem wage." 


’em 

Sixty dams in the US are scheduled to be 
decommissioned by the end of the year. With 
many communities yearning for the ecological 
benefits of free-flowing streams and rivers, doz- 
ens of obsolete dams are being disposed of. 

A good number of the smaller dams simply are 
not being used anymore. Dams are also consid- 
ered safety hazards as the older ones fall into 
disrepair, causing financial burdens and main- 
tenance costs that far outweigh many of the 
dams' worth. 

Ecological habitats are already reaping the re- 
wards. Five years after the removal of Edwards 
dam on Maine's Kennebec River, biologists are 
stunned by the large numbers of fish and wildlife 
that have returned. 

With studies around the world proving that 
dams are more detrimental than useful, the 
call to decommission is becoming increasingly 
widespread. 
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Mexican ‘Dam ‘Ignites ‘Resistance to 


by Lenny 

In southern Mexico, a proposed hy- 
droelectric dam and an integral part of 
the free-trade expansion Plan Puebla 
Panama (PPP) has been the target of 
fierce local resistance. As a blockade of 
the dam's construction site neared its 
one-year anniversary in July, the gov- 
ernment responded by arresting anti- 
dam activists on false charges. The 
battle between corporate expansion 
and the survival of Mexico's ecosys- 
tems and people rages on. 

La Parota dam, to be built in the 
Papayago River watershed in the 
southern province of Guerrero, is 
the most advanced dam proposed 
under Mexican President Vicente 
Fox's PPP — a megaproject in- 
tended to lay the structural 
groundwork to open up south- 
ern Mexico and Central America 
to foreign investment and the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas. 

The 532-foot, 765-megawatt dam 
will be located approximately 
30 miles from the Acapulco air- 
port. At first, it will supply elec- 
tricity to the tourist resort city. 
Eventually, it will be incorpo- 
rated into a grid intended to sell 
energy to the southern US. At 
no point is it intended to supply 
electricity to local residents. 

La Parota will submerge 34,000 
acres of forest and farmland, re- 
quiring the evacuation of 25,000 sub- 
sistence farmers ( campesinos ) from 
more than 20 communities. Accord- 
ing to the Mexico City-based Miguel 
Agustin Pro Juarez Human Rights 
Center (PRODH), 44 neighboring 
communities will also suffer from 
the dam's construction — an esti- 
mated 50,000 people. PRODH be- 
lieves that the communities will be 
plagued by lack of water and in- 
creased salinity of their soil, "gravely 
affecting their rights to food, health 
and their environment." 

Exacerbating local fears, Mexican 
dams have frequently been known to 
flood out communities downstream. 
In 2002, El Capulin dam burst and 
displaced 3,000 residents, with 28 dead 


or missing. In 2003, 5,000 people were 
evacuated from the state of Nayarit 
when a dam threatened to overflow, 
and in Michoacan, the Solis dam 
washed away more than 200 homes 
when its floodgates were opened to 
avoid overflow. Compounding the 
foolishness of the project, La Parota is 
to be built in a region with high 
seismic activity — along the San 
Andreas fault. 

On July 28, 2003, fed up with be- 
ing ignored by both the government 
and the Federal Electricity Commis- 
sion (CFE), outraged community 
members blockaded two entrances 
to the construction site, demanding 
the immediate cancellation of the 
project. Two more blockades were 


added later, and the community 
members have made it clear that the 
nonviolent human barriers to con- 
struction will remain indefinitely. 
On multiple occasions, roadmaking 
equipment has been detained and 
turned back. 

In October 2003, 3,000 campesinos 
staged a protest against the dam, 
with slogans such as: "We are ready 
to die for the land." A few weeks 
later, 30,000 marched against La 
Parota in the state capital. On March 
14 — the International Day of Action 
Against Dams — 3,000 people 
marched in Acapulco, demanding La 
Parota's cancellation. 

The resistance to La Parota has inevi- 
tably drawn government repression. CFE 


managed to introduce nine pieces of 
construction equipment onto the La 
Parota site by force, and engineers and 
laborers began entering under the pro- 
tection of police. On June 27, two mili- 
tary trucks parked a few yards away 
from one of the blockades and watched 
for more than four hours. Injuly, under- 
cover soldiers and police were spotted 
patrolling the same blockade. Their iden- 
tity was confirmed when, on July 27, 
they participated in the arrest of a leader 
in the struggle against La Parota. 

Police in an unmarked car stopped 
Marco Antonio Suastegi Munoz while 
he was out driving with his family and 
forced him into their car. According to 
his family, Suastegi Munoz and his sis- 
ter were beaten during the arrest. The 
next day, Francisco Hernandez 
Valeriano, another leader in the 
struggle, was arrested by non-uni- 
formed officers. Both men are ac- 
tive members of the Council of 
Ejidos and Communities against 
La Parota Dam (CECOP). They have 
been charged with kidnapping a 
CFE engineer and forcing him to 
sign a document promising to with- 
draw construction machinery from 
the dam site. According to PRODH, 
however, the engineer was never 
kidnapped at all. On the contrary, 
he agreed to meet with concerned 
villagers, spoke with his superiors 
at CFE, then decided to withdraw 
the equipment. 

The arrests are widely interpreted as a 
pattern of harassment intended to break 
the back of the resistance to La Parota. 
According to the Mexico Solidarity Net- 
work, "In recent years, the Mexican 
government has relied increasingly on a 
strategy of fabricating crimes against 
key leaders of community organizations 
in order to jail them and thereby desta- 
bilize the social movements they repre- 
sent." On the same day that Suastegi 
Munoz was arrested, three other CECOP 
activists were detained, fined and re- 
leased without charges. This followed 
only days after CFE's president of social 
affairs threatened that opponents of the 
dam would be detained. 

At stake in the battle over La Parota 
is more than just the survival of the 



"CFE Out — The Land is Not for Sale, * reads a wall in 
one of the communities that La Parota would destroy. 
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Papayago basin and 75,000 human 
beings, and more than a single hydro- 
electric dam. La Parota is part of the 
Central American Energy Intercon- 
nection System of PPP, a plan to cre- 
ate a regional electric grid that will 
allow energy to be sold for profit to 
regions with higher demand. Demand 
will be defined, of course, by who can 
pay the most. 

PPP is funded and organized prima- 
rily by the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank, with loans and technical 
assistance provided by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. It aims to create an infrastruc- 
ture of ports, airports, highways and 
railways to connect the industries that 
PPP will encourage — energy develop- 
ment, timber, mining, agribusiness 
and maquiladoras. 

In essence, PPP aims to exploit the 
region's cheap labor and abundant 
biodiversity in order to attract for- 
eign investment. Maquiladoras — 
sweatshop factories where workers 
assemble products for export — are to 
be strategically placed throughout the 
area to attract impoverished locals, 
especially those campesinos who will 
be dislocated by big agribusiness and 
flooding from dams. Southern Mexico 
is home to 714 of the nation's 850 
poorest townships, an "advantage" 
Fox hopes to use to compete with the 
sweatshops of Asia. 


A crucial component of the plan 
to turn Central America into a 
massive, free-trade export zone is 
the conversion of its biodiversity 
into money. In addition to en- 
couraging foreign extractive com- 
panies to tear apart the forests 
and mountains of Central 
America, PPP will accelerate the 
privatization of nature. PPP's 
Mesoamerican Biological Corri- 
dor aims to "manage biodiversity" 
by privatizing water and inviting 
biotechnology and pharmaceu- 
tical companies to pillage the 
region's biodiversity at will, 
down to the very genes. Of 
course, destroying the ecosys- 
tem of the region requires the 
removal or destruction of the 
cultures that depend on the land 
for survival — in other words, 
campesinos and indigenous na- 
tions. The flooding and massive 
dislocation that will be caused 
by La Parota and other dams is, 
in this context, a benefit for the 
government. 

Official construction on La Parota 
has not yet begun. On September 30, 
CFE employees attempted to intro- 
duce more equipment to continue 
their ongoing pre-construction work, 
but they were unable to break 
through the blockades and had to 
turn back. The resistance continues. 


Brandishing machetes, Mexican campesinos 
vow to defeat La Parota dam. 

In a communique released on the 
anniversary of the blockade's launch, 
the affected communities announced 
a demonstration to demand the re- 
lease of their imprisoned comrades 
and defiantly declared, "This wave 
of repression will not stop our fight 
in the defense of rivers and our 
Mother Earth." 


Paraguayans Protest Dam Expansion 


Twenty thousand citizens marched through the streets 
of Encarnacion, Paraguay, in May to protest plans to raise 
the reservoir of the Yacyretci dam, which is shared between 
Paraguay and Argentina. The protesters, numbering one- 
third of the city's population, demanded compensation 
for the havoc the dam has already wreaked on their lives. 

A lawsuit filed by a coalition of nonprofit organizations 
has secured an injunction against the raising of the reser- 
voir for now, and a recent report from the Independent 
Investigation Mechanism of the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank (IADB) concluded that the 1ADB has failed to 
resolve problems caused by the dam. According to the 
report, the Yacyreta dam has led to creek and groundwater 
pollution, sickness, flooding and unemployment. 


Because refugees from the area that Yacyretci flooded 
migrated to Encarnacion, the city's storm system has 
been unable to handle the increased population, and 
every rain causes homes along creeksides to flood. Refu- 
gees are living in crowded conditions without adequate 
health care, schools, plumbing, water or land on which 
to grow food. 

According to Omar Arach, campaigns director of 
Sobrevivencia/Friendsof the Earth Paraguay, "Other very 
serious problems associated with the dam were not ex- 
plored fin the report], including seepage to the Ibera 
wetlands and the collapse of fish stocks in the reservoir. 
Still, it is sufficient in transmitting an image of the 
destructive effect this project has had." 
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fighting 
the same 


Angelica's mother wonders how much lead exposure her daughter has had. 


Protecting Children's Health in a Globalized World 


by Hunter Farrell 

Researchers have discovered that 
nearly all of the 12,000 children in a 
Peruvian city of 35,000 have lead 
poisoning, and the surrounding 
pasturelands of poverty-stricken in- 
digenous communities have been 
destroyed by acid rain. A Peruvian 
government official, Jose Mogrevejo, 
renegotiates a "pollution license" in 
terms more favorable to a US-owned 
mineral smelter, and then he illegally 
jumps ship to join the polluting com- 
pany as its vice president for environ- 
mental affairs. Meanwhile, the owner 
of the smelter builds a $170 million 
mansion in the Hamptons on Long 
Island — complete with three swimming 
pools, 39 bathrooms and a $150,000 
hot tub. Welcome to La Oroya, Peru. 

"We deserve to live with dignity. It 
is a violation of our rights not to enjoy 
a healthy environment," maintains 
Yolanda Zurita, a representative of La 
Oroya's Catholic parish and a leader 
of the Movement for Health of La 
Oroya (MOSAO). 

But as environmentalists know, rapid 
globalization can unleash unrestrained 
corporate power with devastating re- 
sults. In 1997, underpressure from the 
International Monetary Fund, a finan- 
cially strapped Peruvian government 
privatized its antiquated mineral 


smelter in this Andean highland city, 
selling it to the St. Louis, Missouri- 
based Doe Run Company. Doe Run's 
owner is multi-millionaire Ira Rennert, 
whose companies are the subject of 
financial and environmental scandals 
in the US. In the years since Doe Run 
took over the La Oroya smelter, both 
metal production and emissions of 
toxins such as arsenic, lead and cad- 
mium have increased. 

By the company's own admission, 
Doe Run now pumps more than 1,000 
tons of lead, arsenic, cadmium and 
sulphur dioxide into the valley each 
day. A local nurse observed, "We're 
not stupid. We know what the chim- 
neys put out. I've lived here all of my 
life, and the impact of the pollution 
has never been greater: discoloration 
and lesions of the skins, respiratory 
infections and miscarriages. Not to 
mention the children..." 

Yes, the children — a 1999 Peruvian 
Health Ministry study found that 67 
percent of La Oroya's children had 
blood lead levels two to four times the 
internationally recognized maximum 
limit, while 18 percent had levels so 
high that they should receive immedi- 
ate treatment. A more recent study 
performed by US health professionals 
found that some kids' lead levels were 
so high that the measuring device 
couldn't even read them. 


Exposure to lead impairs children's 
mental and physical development and 
can cause brain damage, learning dis- 
abilities, hyperactivity, aggressiveness, 
kidney and liver damage, and a host of 
other problems that are the night- 
mares of parents anywhere. With the 
alarmingly high levels found in La 
Oroya, 99 percent of the children 
should have received follow-up atten- 
tion. Doe Run Vice President Barbara 
Shepard insists that the company will 
provide free medical treatment for any 
child in La Oroya with lead poisoning. 
Yet she acknowledged that no one has 
requested the treatment. Instead, 
there's a disturbing silence. Why? 

Local health advocates claim that 
they are routinely threatened and ha- 
rassed by company employees. When 
a group of MOSAO members was in- 
vited to testify before the National 
Congress Commission on Ecology and 
the Environment, company employ- 
ees pelted them with rocks. "No one 
ever died of lead," goes the oft-re- 
peated company mantra. 

In a company town like La Oroya, 
where Doe Run virtually controls the 
local economy, many people remain 
silent for fear of losing their jobs. In 
addition to bringing disastrous envi- 
ronmental consequences, globalization 
in Peru has also eroded workers' rights. 
With the country's massive level of 
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unemployment, many workers are 
afraid to speak out. 

Yet in the face of such disinformation 
and threats, a remarkable story is 
unfolding — a story of David-like cour- 
age confronting a Goliath of corpo- 
rate greed. When MOSAO first formed, 
it quickly realized that the power dy- 
namics in La Oroya were such that 
MOSAO didn't stand a chance unless 
it could work with other groups to 
leverage technical and political know- 
how. A few Peruvian and international 
non-governmental organizations 
joined with MOSAO, each contribut- 
ing what it could. 

Through the Joining Hands Against 
Hunger Network of Peru, La Oroya's 
activists forged an important link with 
a US group that was walking the 
very same path: a group of parents 
and environmental activists in 
Herculaneum, Missouri, where in 
200 1 , a Doe Run-operated lead smelter 
spewed more than two million pounds 
of lead dust into the air — right over 
the city. La Oroya's stories of intimi- 
dation, disinformation and "blaming 
the victim" were sadly familiar to 
the Herculaneum activists. The 


Herculaneum and Oroya leaders de- 
cided to coordinate their efforts, and 
in April 2003, the Missouri group 
was invited to send two members to 
Peru to see the situation with their 
own eyes and to testify at a congres- 
sional hearing. 

Before a packed hall in Peru's Na- 
tional Congress, the Herculaneum ac- 
tivists revealed Doe Run's disturbing 
environmental record in Missouri — 
fines, lawsuits and six of the seven 
worst pollution sites in the state. They 
addressed each of the company-gen- 
erated myths. So powerful was their 
testimony that the company's vice 
president had little to say when it was 
his turn to speak. 

The Missouri activists had no idea 
that simply telling their story could 
make such a difference in Peru. But the 


impact was immediate: eight Peruvian 
newspapers, six radio stations and 
three television stations have reported 
on the crisis so far. KMOV-TV of St. 
Louis aired a special 10-minute feature 
on La Oroya and Herculaneum, and 
even Vanity Fan has covered the crisis. 
Legislation has been proposed in 
Peru to declare La Oroya a national 
health disaster area and to develop an 
urgent plan of medical treatment, re- 
duced emissions and environmental 
remediation. One of the Missouri ac- 
tivists later said, "When we met 
MOSAO, we all felt an immediate bond- 
ing of the heart. We have been fight- 
ing the same battle for years — we just 
didn't know each other before!" 

Even as I write, indigenous leaders 
in Cajamarca, Peru, and Oruro, Bo- 
livia, are looking to network with 
North American colleagues who know 
the work of the world's largest gold 
producer, the Newmont Mining Com- 
pany of Denver, Colorado. Activists in 
the Tambogrande community of 
northern Peru want to coordinate 
with Canadian environmentalists fa- 
miliar with the Manhattan Mining 
Company. People living in the shadow 


of a massive oil pipeline in Cameroon 
are searching for communities who 
have struggled with Exxon's corporate 
tactics. The examples are innumerable. 

Globalization and its destructive im- 
pact on the Earth are disturbing reali- 
ties, but we're not powerless. The links 
forged between La Oroya and 
Herculaneum show that by "globaliz- 
ing our solidarity," we can increase the 
impact of our efforts to protect the Earth 
and all its children. After all, we have 
been fighting the same battle for years — 
we just didn't know each other before! 

For more information on working 
with groups in Peru, contact Rocio Avila, 
MUQUI Network, rocio@ceas.org.pe. 

Hunter Farrell is an anthropologist 
and Presbyterian minister who works 
with the Joining Hands Against Poverty 
Network of Peru. 


Court Orders Trinity 
River Restoration 

Native tribes along northern 
California's Trinity River won a 
monumental court battle this 
Summer that could send ripples 
throughout the West. Despite the 
influence of farmers in the larg- 
est region of irrigated fields in 
the US — the San Joaquin Valley — 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals ruled that the Trinity River 
be restored to nearly half its his- 
toric flows. 

The ruling puts precedence on 
the health of the river, overturn- 
ing years of focus on agriculture 
and hydro power. 

Hoopa Valley and Yurok tribes 
led the battle to restore not just a 
wounded watershed but also the 
dwindling salmon runs (see EF!J 
September-October 2004). The 
tribes hope that re-establishing a 
sustainable fishery will bring tour- 
ism and businesses back to the 
river, while also allowing the 
Natives to restore their traditional 
ways of life. 

Pickles Pick a Union 

Eight thousand farm workers 
in North Carolina achieved an 
historic victory in September 
when they unionized and became 
able to receive contracts. The Farm 
Labor Organizing Committee 
pulled off the victory after five 
years of organizing and action, 
including a long-standing boy- 
cott of the Mt. Olive Pickle Com- 
pany — a grower notorious for low 
wages, unsanitary housing and 
pesticide use. 

Katuah Earth Firstl's Tennessee 
Valley faction had been a major 
supporter of the Mt. Olive boy- 
cott and was able to bring the 
issue to the Chattanooga area, 
leading pickets and organizing 
informational events there. Ac- 
tions fostered multi-state solidar- 
ity that the farm workers needed 
to win this victory. 


Bythe company's own admission, Doe Run now pumps 
more than 1,000 tons of lead, arsenic, cadmium and 
sulphur dioxide into La Oroya's valley each day. 
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Planting Roots of 

Autogestion and Sustainability 

in Catalunya 


BY SACHI 

Self-determination within a commu- 
nity opens up space for the thoughts, 
ideas and inventions that are suppressed 
in more mainstream, corporate-con- 
trolled societies. Autogestion, a Spanish 
word that translates roughly into "self- 
government," involves retaking con- 
trol of our food supply, education, work 
and play. As autogestion offers new ways 
of thinking and working together, it 
requires us to embrace the creativity 
and intelligence inherent in each other 
and in our natural environment. 

In the US and Europe, 
principles of autogestion 
are often based around 
the ideologies of activist 
subcultures, and it can be 
difficult to find ways to 
network outside of these 
circles. However, issues of 
autogestion and urban 
sustainability can offer a 
point of common ground 
to bring diverse groups of 
people together. 

In Spain, a social center 
in Barcelona offers one ex- 
ample of community or- 
ganizing that is mixed 
with radical politics and a 
dedication to principles of 
sustainability, involving hundreds of 
people from a variety of backgrounds. 

Can Masdeu — located on the edge of 
Barcelona in the Valley of Sant Genis — 
is termed by its occupants as "rurban," 
a mixture of rural and urban. Once a 
leper hospital run by nuns, Can Masdeu 
stood abandoned for 50 years before 
it was reclaimed in December 2001. 
Local Catalunyans and activists from 
across Europe initially occupied the 
vacant hospital to create a meeting 
space for the European Youth for Ac- 
tion international conference that 
was being held a few months later. 
Today, the project continues to grow, 


interacting with the neighborhood and 
participating in local and international 
social movements. 

Despite the precarious nature of squat- 
ted spaces, Can Masdeu was occupied 
with long-term objectives in mind: to 
rehabilitate the hospital as a living space 
with a philosophy of self-sufficiency 
and respect for the natural environ- 
ment; to create a social center for the 
community to meet and exchange in- 
formation; and to act as a place for city 
dwellers to reconnect with rural per- 
spectives using an agro-ecological model. 

Can Masdeu is surrounded by more 


than three acres of terraced land with 
an extensive, refurbished irrigation 
system. One of the first projects was 
to clear the years of overgrown veg- 
etation, which blocked access to the 
building and gardens and clogged the 
irrigation network. Residents also re- 
established the use of the centuries- 
old water mine located up the hill. 

Occupants of the house began using 
the terraces to grow organic food and 
almost immediately, neighbors 
(mostly poor Andalusian immigrants 
with agricultural backgrounds) came 
to give advice and lend a hand in the 
gardening. Soon after, a call was sent 


out to start a community garden 
project, and today the gardens incor- 
porate more than 70 people, with 
monthly meetings and festivals cel- 
ebrating the bounty of the Earth. 

Since Can Masdeu lies in Barcelona's 
last undeveloped valley and serves as a 
bridge to the Collserola National Park, 
it is under constant threat from devel- 
opers. Such pressure has served to for- 
malize a number of Can Masdeu's 
projects, which has helped in estab- 
lishing the social value of the space. 
One of these projects is the Punt 
d'lnteraccio de Collserola (Point of 
Interaction with the 
Collserola, PIC), a center 
for popular education and 
documentation about 
self-determination, social 
struggles and ecological 
agriculture. PIC was inau- 
gurated with a day of re- 
forestation work in the 
valley, a community meal, 
theater, music and a de- 
bate about transgenics. 

Open every Sunday, 
PIC offers tours of Can 
Masdeu and workshops 
ranging from bread mak- 
ing, sewing and medici- 
nal plant identification to 
teach-ins on the political 
situation in Venezuela and how to use 
Linux. The workshops reflect the vari- 
ety of people who are connected with 
the project and can be as wide and 
spontaneous as these peoples' knowl- 
edge and curiosities. Members also or- 
ganize days for kids to come and get 
their first experiences with composting 
toilets, gardening, collecting wood from 
the forest and learning about other 
ways of life. 

Members of Can Masdeu do not ac- 
cept payment; they believe that no 
price can be placed on environmental 
education. Instead, they fund Can 
Masdeu's projects by throwing parties 



Can Masdeu, on the edge of Barcelona, embraces issues of sustainability. 
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and fundraisers, as well as by selling 
vegan meals, recycling junk and finding 
ways to be more self-sufficient. Resi- 
dents recently built an oven to produce 
and sell ceramics, and there are plans to 
market homemade beer and bread. Al- 
most all of Can Masdeu's food is grown 
on the terraces, dumpstered or donated. 


There is of course no rent, as Can Masdeu 
is squatted. 

Can Masdeu exists in a region with 
a long history of self-determination, 
anarchism and popular movements, 
which have not been quelled despite 
40 years of fascism under Francisco 
Franco's rule. The fierce sense of au- 
tonomy and regional pride that exists 
in Catalunya has created an environ- 
ment that is more open to experimen- 
tation and the principles of autogestion 
than many parts of the US and Europe. 

Marginalized mountainous areas of 
Catalunya were abandoned in the 1950s 
because of the difficulty of adapting 
them to industrialized agriculture. 
These places remained abandoned un- 
til a slow reoccupation movement be- 
gan in the 1970s. In the 1990s, the rural 
squat movement gained new momen- 
tum, and national meetings were held 
to exchange experiences and philoso- 
phies. Today, a journal, La Llamada del 
Cuemo, is used to maintain contact be- 
tween rural projects and to bring ideas 
about rural living and sustainability to 
those within the concrete jungle. 

The political and social issues that 
come with urban and rural lifestyles are 
distinct, yet these lifestyles are also 


mutually dependent. Finding success- 
ful ways to bring them together relies 
on a network of support from a variety 
of movements. Some of this support 
comes from the more than 200 urban 
squats within the Barcelona city limits. 
Occupied spaces range from apartments 
to warehouses, social centers, vegan 


cafes, bakeries, cultural centers and 
places open to free expression. How- 
ever, steps taken toward sustainability 
are not all based around squatted spaces, 
nor are most squats organized social 
centers with composting toilets and 
gardens. There is a wide range of varia- 
tion, and the common threads of activ- 
ism and social values that connect the 
various squats and movements form 
an important base of mutual support. 

The projects of Can Masdeu offer 
examples of the many ways that ideas 
of global justice and anarchy can be put 
into action to create autogestion. As 
roots within the community grow 
deeper and wider, the force needed to 
uproot them becomes greater. In the 
midst of corporate media monopolies 
and trends toward privatizing resources, 
the importance of spaces like Can 
Masdeu as autonomous and non-com- 
mercial centers for popular culture and 
education is more apparent than ever. 

Sachi lived in Spain and Italy from 
January 2002 until April 2003, with a 
break in the middle to work with Bikes 
Across Borders in Austin, Texas, and to 
travel in Mexico with the "Migration of the 
Monarch Butterflies" show. She currently 
works with Bikes Across Borders in Austin. 


Direct Action Pays Off 

The Montpellier Group, the 
contractor in charge of con- 
structing an animal testing 
laboratory at England's Oxford 
University, abandoned the 
project in August after investors 
received letters telling them to 
pull out or face "prompt activity 
by the animal rights move- 
ment." The concrete company 
associated with the project also 
quit after being targeted by the 
Animal Liberation Front. 

The UK's Construction Con- 
federation said that contractors 
would only work on such projects 
if they could be indemnified 
against losses incurred from ani- 
mal rights actions. The National 
Association of Pension Funds is 
labeling activists' actions as "in- 
vestment terrorism." 

Oxford University insists that 
its animal laboratory will be fin- 
ished next year. 

US Air Base to Destroy 
Coral Reef 

On September 7, more than 400 
organizations sent a letter to 
President Bush and Japan's Prime 
Minister, Junichiro Koizumi, de- 
manding that plans for a US mili- 
tary base atop the Okinawa reefs 
be trashed. The reefs are referred 
to as the "Galapagos of the East,” 
and are the feeding ground of the 
last remaining Okinawa dugong. 
The dugong, a docile mammal re- 
lated to the manatee, is a cultural 
icon for the Japanese. 

"This vanishing species deserves 
the same protection and respect 
that we give to the Washington 
Monument or bald eagle," said 
Martin Wagner of Earthjustice. 

The letter also lists three types of 
endangered sea turtles — the 
hawksbill, loggerhead and green — 
that also depend on the fragile 
reef ecosystem. The dugong and 
all three turtles are listed under 
the US Endangered Species Act. 
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Low-Tech Bioremediation 

Microbiology for the Myriad 


by Scott Kellogg and Stacy Pettigrew 

The longest lasting legacy of industrial society will be the 
tons of toxic metals, chemicals and poisons left in the 
environment. While some pollutants break down on their 
own, others persist for decades. 

Many vegetables and plants absorb toxins into their 
edible parts, making soil contamination the largest ob- 
stacle to urban food production after gaining access to 
land. Metals, including lead, mercury and cadmium, are 
nearly ubiquitous in urban soils from the combined 
effects of smelters, lead paint, leaded gasoline and coal 
burning. Petroleum spills are common, as are the residues 
left from PCBs, dioxin, 
chlorinated compounds 
and other nasties. 

Most polluted sites are 
never cleaned up. Instead, 
local residents are left 
to deal with the conse- 
quences. When govern- 
ments do choose to 
remediate, cleanup typi- 
cally involves giant envi- 
ronmental engineering 

firms with huge budgets. First, extensive soil samples are 
taken and tested. Next, energy-intensive excavations take 
tons of earth from the site and truck it to facilities 
where it is cleansed using high-tech procedures. This 
process, called ex-situ (off-site) treatment, is quite effec- 
tive in determining what contaminants are present and 

then removing 
them. How- 
ever, aside 
from caus- 
ing con- 
siderable 
damage 
to the 


Experiments conducted with oyster mushrooms 
have demonstrated their amazing ability to break 
down petroleum. Piles of earth contaminated with 
diesel fuel were inoculated with the fungi, which 
then grew through them. 



Mo 


land in question, the entire operation can cost millions of 
dollars — not a choice for people and communities lacking 
in huge funds or political pull. 

Fortunately, there are other options. Bioremediation is a 
less invasive, in-situ (on-site), lower-cost approach using 
naturally occurring organisms like bacteria, fungi and 
plants to break down or absorb toxins in soils. Having 
knowledge of these techniques can empower people to 
begin cleaning up their neighborhoods without needing a 
degree in chemical engineering or a massive budget. While 
many of these methods are experimental and cannot be 
guaranteed to work, many test cases have had positive 
results. As these methods are improved upon and made 

simpler, they will be used 
to improve the quality of 
our world's soils and re- 
duce health risks. 

Before proceeding, it is 
important to make the 
distinction between two 
different types of contami- 
nation: elemental and 
molecular. Elemental con- 
taminants include what 
are commonly called heavy 
metals, and can be found on a Periodic Table: lead, cadmium, 
mercury, chromium, arsenic, all of the radioactive elements 
and others. Elements are the basic building blocks of mol- 
ecules and cannot be broken down any further through 
natural processes. One cleanup strategy is to concentrate the 
metal(s) into a small area, where they can be easily removed. 
Another is to turn them into less dangerous compounds 
with other elements. When metals are removed from a site, 
they are commonly sent to landfills, as they cannot be made 
any safer. The problem has not been permanently dealt 
with, just shifted to another location. 

Molecular contaminants, on the other hand, can be 
broken down into safer, elemental parts. Molecules are 
chains of elements strung together in different ways to 
create substances with different chemical properties. Some 
of these can be quite dangerous — PCBs, dioxin, benzenes, 
hydrocarbons, etc. Certain bioremediative processes, like 
mycoremediation, are capable of literally ripping molecular 
chains apart, reducing them to their less harmful, smaller 
parts. Bacteria are capable of eating away at hydro- 
carbons, breaking them down into their benign 
carbon and hydrogen components, which 
are harmless on their own. Molecular con- 
taminants have the possibility of being 
permanently rendered harmless, while 
elemental ones do not. 

Before you consider doing any type of 
bioremediation on a planned or existing 
garden site, you may want to consider 
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having your soil tested. You may be relieved to find no Phytoremediation 

dangerous levels of toxins. However, if there are, soil Phytoremediation {phyto is Greek for plant) is the process 
testing will give you an idea of the contamination level. On Q f us j n g plants to uptake toxins from contaminated soil or 
the downside, soil tests are expensive, and there is no water. This method is used on land contaminated with 



heavy metals. After the plants have absorbed the metals 
from the ground, they are harvested and disposed of. 
While very much a new technology in an experimental 
phase, phytoremediation shows the potential of being a 
low-tech, low-cost method of soil cleanup that could be 
accessible to urban communities. In one study, two crops 
of Indian brassica grown on a test plot in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts reduced lead levels in the soil by 63 percent. 

However, one problematic aspect of phytoremediation is 
the disposal of the harvested plants, which must be treated 
as hazardous waste due to their high levels of toxic metals. 
Currently, the most common methods of plant disposal are 
either to incinerate them or to dump them in a landfill. 

Incineration creates a toxic ash, bringing the risk of 
accumulation to another area, and landfilling cer- 
tainly concentrates toxins in another location. 
Another idea is to return the harvested biomass to 
the very mines from which the metals were 
extracted in the first place. For precious metals 
like silver and gold, it can be cost-effective to 
extract the metals from the plants for 
reuse by smelting. 

Many factors contribute to 
the success or failure of a 
phytoremediation project. 
The most basic are contami- 
nant and plant type. The acid- 
ity of the soil also factors in: 
Lead is more soluble in acidic 
soils, and therefore it is ab- 
sorbed easier into plants. 
Phytoremediation projects 
1 can be dangerous and require 
significant scientific moni- 
toring and frequent soil tests. 

We strongly recommend conducting thor- 
ough research and small, controlled test patches. 


single comprehensive test that can tell you everything 
that's bad in your soil. Each suspected contaminant must 
be tested for individually. Towns often keep historical 
records and aerial photographs of a location that can help 
in identifying potential hazards. Sometimes universities or 
agricultural extensions conduct tests for cheap or free. 

The easiest method of treating contaminated soil is to 
simply add organic matter to it. Many toxic metals will 
readily form compounds with the organic particles found 
in compost. When they do this, the metals essentially get 
"locked up" and are less likely to be absorbed into the 
bodies of plants. The microbes living in compost will also 
act to break down chemical pollutants. 

protection, organic matter will 
not safeguard you from pol- 
luted soils. The best defense 
is to grow food in contain- 
ers, like old bathtubs or 
pots, filled with soil that is 
known to be clean. 


Mycoremediation 

Fungi are among nature's most 
powerful decomposers. Secreting 
strong enzymes, fungi can not only 
break down wood and organic 
matter but eliminate chemi- 
cals and bacteria as well. 

Experiments conducted 
with oyster mushrooms have j 

demonstrated their amazing ll 

ability to break down petro- ' 

leum. Piles of earth contami- 
nated with diesel fuel were j ) 
muiuiaicu wiui me fungi, 
which then grew through 

them. Later testing revealed a 90 percent reduction in 


contaminant levels! The powerful enzymes in the fungi had 
effectively broken down the diesel's complex hydrocarbon 
chains into simpler, harmless parts of hydrogen and carbon. 
The mushrooms that grew out of the toxic pile showed no 
residual traces of diesel, yet had plants been grown in such 
soil, they might have become contaminated. 

In coffee production, the coffee berry is the waste 
product. Rivers in coffee-producing regions are often 
polluted by caffeine that leaches from piles of discarded 
berries. Oyster mushrooms have been grown on these 
piles, successfully destroying the pollutant while creating 
a secondary crop. Oyster mushrooms have also been 
found to break down PCBs. Turkeytails, another common 
fungi, can degrade dioxin, pentachlorophenol and 
chromated copper arsenate. 

It’s important to understand that what is called a mush- 
room is only the reproductive stage of a larger organism. 
Most of a fungi's life occurs below ground and is visible as 
white, ropy threads, called mycelium. The enzymes of the 
mycelium are the primary decomposers. 


Phytodegradation 

Phytodegradation is the rapid degradation of pollutants 
that occurs in the area of high microbiological activity 
surrounding a plant's roots, known as the rhizosphere. In 
this area, nutrients are taken up and exchanged quickly 
between the many soil critters living there and the plants 
themselves. The increased metabolic levels mean that chemi- 
cals get broken down far more quickly than in soil without 
plants. One of the simplest and most effective things that 
can be done to combat pollution is to grow more plants. 

Many of the techniques described above are new and 
experimental. With hope, trial and innovation, they can be 
made simpler, more effective and usable to communities 
and people, reducing the toxic legacy left to future genera- 
tions and leaving a cleaner, healthier world in its place. 

For more information, visit www.fungiperfecti.com. 

Stacy Pettigrew and Scott Kellogg are founding members of the 
Rhizome Collective, a nonprofit organization based in Austin, 
Texas. For more information, visit www.rhizomecollective.org. 
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Back to Back Actions for Cascadia’s Forests: 


BY SOLEDAD 

In mid-August, Cascadian forest 
defenders united to expose the 
greenwash of the politicians and cor- 
porations that profit from the destruc- 
tion of US public lands. On August 1 7, 
40 Cascadians occupied US Senator 
Ron Wyden's office. The following 
day, a protester dressed as a spotted 
owl locked to a 250-pound stump at 
Umpqua Bank's flagship branch in 
downtown Portland, Oregon, shut- 
ting down the bank for several hours. 

Both Wyden and Umpqua 
greenwash their images, depicting 
themselves as environmentally 
friendly while profiting from the de- 
struction of Oregon's native forests. 
Wyden shields his connections to the 
timber industry by sponsoring decep- 
tive "wilderness" and "old growth" 
protection bills that actually increase 
commercial logging on public lands. 
Similarly, Umpqua Bank markets it- 
self as a hip, new eco-conscious bank, 
but in reality, "stUmpqua" is run by 
some of the most destructive mem- 
bers of Oregon's old-growth forest 
logging industry (see EF!J August-Sep- 
tember 2002). 


Forest defenders surprised the staff 
at Wyden's office, filling the lobby 
and overflowing into the hallway. 
With banners, costumes and songs, 
the protesters non violently demanded 
that Wyden stop selling out Oregon's 
public lands. 



Protesters brought in a slideshow of 
threatened areas to educate the office 
staff about the on-the-ground destruc- 
tion caused by their pro-logging poli- 
cies. The senator's aide, Mary Gautreaux, 
immediately snuck out the back, refus- 
ing to view the show. The forest defend- 
ers remained for more than 30 minutes, 
then escaped without any arrests. 
Before leaving, they dumped piles of 
sawdust on the floor. 

According to the Center for Respon- 
sive Politics, Wyden is the fifth-highest 
congressional recipient of logging in- 
dustry political contributions. Wyden 
receives more timber contributions 
than 98 percent of all Republicans and 
all but one Democrat in Congress. He is 
the third-highest recipient of timber 
donations in the Senate. 

Wyden's Lewis and Clark Mt. Hood 
Wilderness Act is the most recent ex- 
ample of what these contributions are 
buying. The act opens the forest up for 
logging in the name of forest health 
and fire prevention. 

Wyden was the most influential sena- 
tor in the passage of the Bush 
administration's controversial Healthy 
Forest Restoration Act, and he has firmly 
stated his support for logging in Late 




Guatemalans Occupy Hydro-Dam 

Three thousand Maya-Achi Guatemalan campesinos 
occupied the hydroelectric facilities of the Chixoy dam 
on September 7. The dam was built in the '70s and '80s 
with funding from the World Bank and Inter-American 
Development Bank. During the dam's construction, 
hundreds of people from villages along the river were 
massacred for opposing the project. 

The nonviolent occupation lasted 40 hours. Commu- 
nity leader Carlos Chen summed up the people's de- 
mands: "We demand the provision of fertile lands, 
appropriate housing, sustainable economic projects 
and educational grants for our children and grandchil- 
dren who live in extreme poverty," then added, "and 
free electricity." 

The Guatemalan government feels it no longer has any 
obligation to improve the locals’ living conditions. Chen 
stated, "The government took [the bank's] money to 
build the dam and used it to kill my people." 


French Sabotage Car-Loving Greens 

When the Green-Socialist leaders of Lyon, France, 
organized a Formula One race car exhibition in the city's 
center, car-free activists took matters into their own 
hands. On September 5, five locals jumped over the 
security barriers onto the racetrack and sprinted toward 
the starting line. The stunt caused a one-hour delay, 
which forced organizers to cancel one of the planned 
events. The protesters were jailed until that evening. 

Citizens of Lyon have been puzzled by Green Party city 
leaders, who are calling for 5,000 new parking spaces 
downtown. Oddly, the former right-wing leadership 
installed trams and bike lanes, and it refused to build 
more than 1,000 downtown parking spaces. 

Activist Traps Self to Save Bears 

To keep black bears out of the hands of the New Jersey 
Division of Fish and Wildlife, activist Angi Metier locked 
herself inside a baited barrel trap on August 23. The trap 
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Exposing the Greenwashed Agents of Forest Destruction 


Successional Reserves in the Biscuit Fire 
Area (see EF!J September-October 2004) . 
In 2003, Wyden's initial "healthy for- 
ests" bill included a salvage logging 
"pilot project" carved out of the Bis- 
cuit. It was the only "healthy forests" 
bill that year that included anything 
about post-fire logging. 

The day after taking over Wyden's 
office, Cascadians turned their atten- 
tion to stUmpqua. Costumed protest- 
ers rallied around the owl and the 
stump, and the lobby of the bank was 
quickly closed. More sawdust was 
dumped on the bank's sign. 

There were no arrests at the 
stUmpqua lockdown. Protesters over- 
heard a bank official tell the police 
that Umpqua did not want to press 
any charges. No arrests meant less 
media, and less of an impact on 
stUmpqua's image as the hip, alterna- 
tive community bank. It is clear that 
this image is working — one customer 
the protesters encountered declared 
that she used to sit in trees, but now 
she would much rather bank at 
Umpqua than a global conglomerate 
such as Citibank. 

During the last four years, activists 
have increasingly targeted stUmpqua 


for its tight connections to the destruc- 
tion of Oregon's old-growth forests. 

The chairman of Umpqua Bank's 
board of directors, Allyn Ford, is sole 
owner of Roseburg Forest Products, 
which owns the contracts to some of 
Oregon's most controversial timber 



sales such as East Devil and Pryor in the 
Willamette National Forest. Also on 
Umpqua's board of directors is Lynn 
Herbert, the general manager and owner 
of Herbert Lumber. Lynn and Milton 
Herbert are Umpqua Holding Co.'s larg- 
est shareholders, owning 20 percent of 
the company's stock. A local example 
of Herbert Lumber's destructive prac- 
tices is the soon-to-be-cut Bear II Tim- 
ber Sale, an old-growth stand of prime 
spotted owl habitat in the Mt. Hood 
National Forest. 

Protesters demanded that either 
Herbert Lumber and Roseburg Forest 
Products immediately stop commer- 
cially logging Oregon's public lands, or 
that stUmpqua remove both Ford and 
Herbert from its board of directors. 

After successfully shutting down the 
bank all morning, the spotted owl 
decided that he had gotten his mes- 
sage across. The protesters departed, 
1 but they and their 250-pound stump 
| promised to return. 

^ For more information, contact 
| Cascadia Rising, (503) 493-7495; 
f www.cascadiarising.org. 

I Soledad hopes to see you in Cascadia 
at the 2005 RRR in the Mt. Hood Na- 
tional Forest. 


had been placed outside a home in Highland Lakes that 
was improperly storing animal feed on its back porch. 
Metier, director of the New Jersey Animal Right Alliance, 
was retrapped by the police and charged with obstruction, 
trespassing, criminal mischief and hunter harassment. 

The trap was removed two weeks later with no bears 
captured. 

In December 2003, 333 black bears were slaughtered in 
New Jersey's first bear hunt in 33 years. One morning, 
horrified commuters watched as a mortally wounded 
bear cub crawled out of the woods, collapsed on Route 23 
and died. "He was just a little guy and looked so lonely, 
lying there with snow on his paws," said a fourth grade 
teacher who witnessed the scene. 

Smashed-Wall Mart Surprises Asheville 

An under-construction Wal-Mart Super Center suf- 
fered nearly one million dollars in damage on August 28, 
from unknown activists in Asheville, North Carolina. 
The individuals responsible commandeered two Volvo 
dump trucks and crashed them into several areas of the 
building multiple times. One dump truck was found 
idling the following morning. 

No arrests were made, and investigators reportedly 
have no leads. "We don't have anything to lead us to 


believe that this is the work of eco- terrorists," said 
Asheville Police Lieutenant David Rutledge. 

The 220-thousand-square-foot super store construc- 
tion site is located on an environmentally sensitive bend 
in the Swannanoa River. 

Lewis & Clark Re-Enactors Told to Go Home 

Natives in South Dakota planned a not-so-warm 
welcome in September for a re-enactment group retrac- 
ing the trail that Lewis and Clark traveled 200 years ago. 

The Lewis and Clark expedition, chartered by Presi- 
dent Thomas Jefferson to document the Louisiana 
Purchase, "was a blueprint for the genocide of my 
people," said Carter Camp, an American Indian 
Movement activist from the Ponca Nation. "Ask the 
Buffalo, the Grizzly, Eagle or Elk Nations if they are 
prepared to celebrate what came up the river two 
centuries ago." 

"We are the descendants of Red Cloud and Crazy 
Horse... I did not come here in peace," said Lakota elder 
Floyd Hand. 

The re-enactors pressed on from Chamberlain with a 
police escort after being confronted. A spokesperson for 
the group said that they seriously considered the request 
to go home. 
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Wolves and Poodles 


A cows-with-guns wolf to Liberty the cow for bolting 
from certain death at a slaughterhouse in Newark, New 
Jersey, in May. The brave young bull found sanctuary at a 
nearby towing service, whose owner, Judy Borsellino, 
refused to betray her new bovine friend to the meat- 
packing plant. Borsellino called Farm Sanctuary, which 
negotiated for Liberty to live free at its farm. Also, a 
posthumous, run- 
free-with-the-buf- 
falo-or-die wolf 
to four cows who 
escaped from a 
slaughterhouse in 
southern New York in August. A 
deal was made that Farm Sanctu- 
ary would adopt the cows, but the 
owner of Circle A Meats (seriously) 
asked farmers to kill them before 
Farm Sanctuary could take custody. 

Two of the cows were shot, and the 
remaining two were hit by a truck. 

An avenging-his-fallen-siblings, 
indefatigably-clinging-to-life 
wolf to a three-month-old puppy in 
Pensacola, Florida, who shot his would- 
be murderer in September. The puppy fired a bullet into his 
assailant's wrist by putting his paw on the trigger of the .38 
caliber revolver that Jerry Allen Bradford had used to shoot 
three of the pup's siblings. The four surviving puppies in 
the litter were put up for adoption, and Bradford was 
charged with felony animal cruelty. 

A deductive, fastidious wolf amputating the gangre- 
nous limb of a fever-crazed dog to animal rights activist 
and trauma surgeon Dr. Jerry Vlasak, who was barred 
from England after he recognized that millions of animals 
could be saved if a handful of vivisectionists were killed. 



Vlasak was scheduled to attend an animal rights gathering 
in September, but ended up delivering his speech to the 
conference on video instead. 

A supercilious, gasoline-soaked poodle to Representa- 
tive Henry Brown of South Carolina for starting a forest 
fire in the Francis Marion National Forest, and to the 
US Forest Service (USFS) for only fining him $250. The 

congressman al- 
lowed a controlled 
burn on his prop- 
erty to get out of 
hand, and then the 
USFS stalled for six 

months before serving Brown a notice of violation. "If Henry 
Brown was not a member of Congress, he would have had 
the book thrown at him," said Jeff Ruch, executive director 
of Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility. 

A vine-swinging, de-clawed, traveling-circus-troupe 
of poodles to former Tarzan actor Steve Sipek, the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FFWCC) and a group of "animal lovers" in Miami, 
Florida, for a fiasco that left Bobo, the actor's pet Bengal 
tiger, dead and the FFWCC running scared. Bobo es- 
caped from his captor in July, and was on the run for 24 
hours before being gunned down by an FFWCC of- 
ficer. A contingent of "animal lovers" de- 
fended "Tarzan's" right to imprison en- 
dangered, exotic animals by sending 
a barrage of phone calls, email 
messages and death threats 
to the commission. The 
commission responded by 
advising all of its biologists 
and field workers to wear plain 
clothes in order to protect 
themselves from attack. 




Tornadoes Spread GMOs in Colorado 

Wind, bees and rain can carry pollen from genetically engineered plants for 
miles. Yet hurricanes and tornadoes, though rare, have the potential to carry 
genetically modified organisms much further than usual pollen-drift distances. 

Doug Wiley, president of the Colorado Organic Producers Association, 

believes that "extreme weather events bring home the fact that food crops 
shouldn't be used for experiments." 

Wiley's comments are in response to a tornado that hit the town of Sterling, in 
northeastern Colorado, on June 9. 

In May, permission was granted for Colorado's first field trial of a biopharm crop. 
While the exact location of the test plot was hidden from the public, it is known to 
have been near Sterling. The experimental plot was planted on June 4, five days 
before the tornado struck. 

Since the storm, organic farmers have been raising concerns that genetically 
engineered com seed may have been scattered by high winds and could contami- 
nate food crops in the area. The com looks like ordinary corn, yet it was never meant 
to be eaten. Infused into each seed are bacterial genes of DNA designed to produce 
a pharmaceutical protein used as an edible vaccine for livestock. 

In her permit application for the field trial, Dr. Kan Wang, the director of the Plant 
Transformation Facility at Iowa State University, stated that the experimental 
protein found in the corn could be biologically active in the human immune system. 
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Igniting Eco-Rebellion in the Hottest of Hot Spots 


In the 1500s, civilization's progress expanded across 
the Atlantic Ocean like a slow-spreading bio-terror 
attack, with some of the first spores landing on this wild 

Before missionaries, conquistadors and real estate 
speculators got to what is now called Florida in 1 5 1 3 , 
there had been several thousand years of Native 
people living throughout the area. In the Miami area 
lived the "Tekesta," around Jupiter, the "Ais," and in 
the central Palm Beach County areas, the "Jeaga." 
We know that they survived by fishing, gathering 
and hunting, but what they did with the vast major- 
ity of their time might be what we now call "leisure. " 
You know, that time we try to crunch into the 
schedule one day a week, maybe twice a month, to 
spend with friends, family, neighbors or by our- 
selves — luxuries even the richest often can't afford. 

In exchange for the generosity of local popula- 
tions, the civilized settlers offered disease and bru- 
tality. In less than 200 years, nearly all of the Tekesta population was wiped out, 
assimilated or forced to relocate. In the 1700s, Muscogee ("Creek") tribes 
migrated from Georgia and Alabama into Florida and were continually pushed 
south by white expansion. Seminoles, a word the Spanish used to mean "wild," 
"free" and "untamed," were a collection of various renegade southeast tribes 
who joined with African ex-slaves. Thus began the Seminole Wars of the early- 
to-mid 1800s, where General William Jenkins Worth earned the honor that got 
a lake (soon turned lagoon, for commercial purposes) and eventually a small 
coastal city named after him. 

By the end of the Seminole Wars in 1842, more than $20 million had been 
spent, 1,500 American soldiers had died and still no formal peace treaty had 
been signed. Eventually, reservations were established around the Seminoles. 
Worth had cleared the way for land speculators — nothing could make a white 
man more proud. The vast majority of the Everglades were drained for 
industrial agriculture and real estate; the coasts were thoroughly pillaged by 
condo developments. And there the Seminoles remain, unconquered yet trying 
to subsist off a literal bingo/casino economy. 

Meanwhile, our global casino economy is hitting jackpot. South Florida has 
some of the highest concentrations of wealth in the world — but where exactly 
is our quest for luxury taking us? Europeans have been in Florida for about 492 
years, and look what we have to show: fancy condos are forcing inner-city 
displacement and overdevelopment everywhere you look, sprawling suburbs 
are eating away at the quiet countryside and wild swamps, Free Trade now has 
us shipping in oranges from Brazil and mangos from Somalia. South Florida is 
seen around the world as a bastion of progress and prosperity — but is there 
really such a thing as luxury in towns without trees, oceans without fish and 
neighborhoods that no one can even afford to live in? What good is all the 
wealth in the world without drinkable water or breathable air? Is there any hope 
of us changing the direction — and the entire definition — of progress ? Can the 
humans dwelling in this global hotspot help the planet find a remedy for the 
still-spreading plague of civilization? These crucial questions can't be answered 
with research or theorizing. 

Only our action can offer the answers we're looking for. 



The following articles are overviews of 
the history and crucial issues in south 
Florida. It's far past time that a radical, 
direct action-oriented ecological perspec- 
tive takes root here — but it's not too late. 
This collection of writing is also an invita- 
tion to those wanting a tropical retreat 
from the cold Winter. All those folks with 
retired grandparents in Florida — this is the 
motivation you've been looking for. Beaches, 
swamps, obligatory family trips to a theme 
park or two and enough direct action op- 
portunities to fill the season! For more 
info., visitwww.downwardmobilitylw.org. 



Bringing the Heat! 


South Florida Action Camp 
December 27 - January 2 

Come participate in workshops/ 
passion groups, action trainings, 
music making, skill sharing, fes- 
tivities, networking, protests, hik- 
ing, hunting/gathering, karaoke 
and a New Year's party that you 
won't forget! 

Most of the camp activities will 
be in or around the Corbett Wild- 
life Preserve, but there will also be 
in-town events. Some communal 
resources will be available, but self- 
sufficiency is strongly encouraged. 
For those who can, bring a bike, 
food, water, camping gear, etc. 

If you have extra gear for camp 
infrastructure (kitchen, medical, 
childcare) or are in need of any 
special accommodations, please get 
in touch as soon as possible. Can 
you come early and/or stick around 
for a while? Let us know! 

For more information, contact Jeaga 
EF!, POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460; 
(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@ 
riseup.net. 
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Waking the World Up from the Biotech Nightmare 


Icing a Hotspot with Sprawl 

The J.W. Corbett Wildlife Preserve is a beautiful 60,000 
acres of intact Everglades ecosystem, surrounded by rural 
communities and agricultural land. It is here that Gover- 
nor Jeb Bush invited Scripps Research Institute to build a 
"Biotech Research Park." The park would be a 2,000-acre 
mini-city, to be followed by several thousand acres of 
adjacent homes — already under contract in conjunction 
with the Scripps plan. 

The Scripps development will open up the floodgates 
for sprawling, upscale, gated communities in an area 
crucially in need of ecological pro- 
tection, potentially undoing more 
than 20 years of Everglades preser- 
vation work. With these massive 
sprawl projects come new infra- 
structure demands, beckoning road 
expansion and new gas pipelines 
from offshore. 

Environmental organizations op- 
posed the site that Scripps wanted, 
an orange grove known as Mecca 
Farms. Local residents and activists 
spoke out against the location, but 
the county still bowed down to 
Bush and Scripps. County officials 
are now clearing the way for devel- 
opment, granting every permit re- 
quested in an attempt to make a 
January contract deadline. Mecca 
Farms could be restored to wet- 
lands, except no one in an official 
position wants to risk losing their 
job by fighting the governor and 
his big-money friends. But at least 
we'll find a cure for Alzheimer's, 
right? Right!? 

The Biotech Nightmare: 

Brave New World in Our Backyard 

Although two real estate developers, Lennar and Centex, 
have put in $300,000 toward a pro-Scripps public relations 
campaign, focusing on the nonprofit group's work with 
terminal illnesses, it is tough to hide the fact that Scripps has 
been involved in some terrifying, Brave New World-type 
shit. It works with some of the shadiest characters in the 
business, offering its ludicrous research the protection of its 
nonprofit status. Scripps partners include: Xenova, cur- 
rently involved in shooting cocaine up the nostrils of mice 
to develop an anti-drug vaccine that would block the 
euphoric effects of drugs such as heroin and nicotine to 
quell addiction later in life. Ironically, Scripps was directly 
linked to backing up Phillip Morris several years ago, using 
countless animals in brutal tests trying to prove smoking 


non-cancerous. Scripps works closely with Novartis, which 
among other awful things, created a drug to dry up breast 
milk that also causes strokes and seizures in lactating women. 
Novartis, which has also been involved in agricultural 
biotech research, pays $20 million a year to Scripps Research 
Institute in La Jolla, California (Scripps' current location). 


SHAC Attack, Anyone? 

Vivisection is a brutal and fraudulent field of science. 
Scripps has ties to Huntingdon Life Sciences, mainly 
through Novartis' tests to genetically alter animal or- 
gans for human use. This has involved research on wild 
primates from Africa, many of whom die en route. The 
tests have offered very few successful results. An almost 
painfully simple logic tells us that a focus on preventa- 
tive medicine and natural health techniques would be 


Life Trademarked 

Biopiracy is the increasingly popular practice of patent- 
ing genes, seeds and plants — stealing and exploiting 
traditional knowledge for private profit. Working with a 
now-defunct biotech company, Epi- 
cyte, Scripps patented the produc- 
tion of antibodies in plants in 2002. 
This patent allegedly covers any 
kind of antibody produced by any 
kind of plant. Scripps chemists also 
isolated a chemical from a rare spe- 
cies of coral, now patented to Bristol- 
Myers Squibb. Scripps partner 
Xenova has been negotiating terms 
with the Mexican government to 
gain access to Chiapas in search of 
patentable plants and medicines. 

Curing Terminal Illness or 
Creating Bio-Weapons of 
Mass Destruction? 

Scripps will be working with 
prions such as mad-cow disease, 
| scrapie and anthrax. The US De- 
| partment of Health has expressed 
concern about the safety of this 
| (since prions can be incredibly dif- 
s: ficult to control, especially if they 
| reach a water supply), but none of 
£ the decisionmakers on the Palm 
Beach County Commission seem 
to want to talk about it. Testing 
with anthrax has nothing to do with curing Alzheimer's, 
but it would sure qualify as dealing in weapons of mass of 
destruction. A research institute that backed up the smok- 
ing industry cannot be trusted to do this work — that 
should be terrifyingly obvious to anyone. 
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saving lives, whereas their multi-million dollar research 
amounts to little more than wasted tax money and the 
piled up corpses of our closest animal relations. 

The local animal rights community stood up to the 
county's plan with Scripps initially, but they disappeared 
quickly and quietly. What would be effective is participa- 
tion from the more militant and broad-visioned animal 
liberation movement, such as the Stop Huntingdon Ani- 
mal Cruelty (SHAC) campaign. If you haven't heard of 
SHAC, look into it. If you are involved in SHAC efforts, 
please consider putting Scripps high up on the target list. 


Scripps is nasty on so many levels and getting scarier 
every day. 

At the time of this writing, Scripps has already begun 
clearing the Mecca orange groves; we are also seeing a new 
battle shaping up against natural gas pipelines that will 
destroy offshore coral reefs in order to provide power for 
the Scripps development projects. This is an amazing 
chance for people to come together across single-issue 
barriers and expose some of the fundamental problems 
with corporate greed, political corruption and industrial 
civilization, on a global scale. 


The Word on 
Hotspot Theory 

Civilization's war on the wild and 
on land-based communities has 
taken a toll that is quite possibly 
beyond our comprehension. But in 
the last 15 years, British ecologist 
Norman Myer has made the task of 
defending biodiversity, and thus 
planetary survival, more "approach- 
able" by demonstrating that we can 
conserve a major share of terrestrial 
biodiversity in a relatively small 
portion of the planet. 

An analysis carried out between 
1996 and 1998 resulted in a list of 
25 "hotspots." South Florida falls in 
the top three, as part of the Carib- 
bean region. Perhaps the hotspot 
theory is too rigid for some, but if 
we are to take the global ecological 
crisis seriously, having a real strat- 
egy makes sense. Yes, Florida has 
lost much, but there are still a lot of 
wild areas left. 

And yet we are not solely dedicated 
to protecting wild places. That is 
because social revolution and eco- 
logical defense have to go hand-in- 
hand or neither is worth a damn. 
South Florida is not only an ecologi- 
cal hotspot, it is a social hotspot as 
. well. It is home to some of the great- 
est disparities of wealth within the 
US Empire, as well as one of the 
most culturally diverse places on this 
planet. It was a place of strong Na- 
tive resistance, a place of numerous 
past uprisings against police abuse, 
and most recently, the site of one of 
the largest preemptive police attacks 
in US history. South Florida is ripe 
for rebellion and renewal. 

Let's help bring it on.... 
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Condo Conquistadors and the Recolonization of the Coast 


In recent history, the black communities in south Florida maintained a high 
level of autonomy in many areas, along with the Black Seminole tribes and the 
"Maroon" outlaw settlements of runaway Spanish slaves (the name Maroon is 
probably derived from the Spanish cimarron, meaning "wild" or "untamed"). 
That quickly changed, as the power of white supremacy and capitalist greed set 
its sights on the prime real estate of the coasts. 

Much of the rural and small-town way of life caved in to the incessant 
demands of urbanization. As big money came rolling in 90 years ago, black 
neighborhoods were increasingly walled off into ghettos and cut off from 
public resources in order to make room for wealthy, racist white settlers. 

In the 1980s, indigenous and Latin@ immigrants began coming to south 
Florida en masse — some seeking refuge and survival from brutal, CIA-backed 
regimes, others chasing the shimmering illusions of prosperity offered by the US 
Empire. Many of the immigrants left the rural life of their home countries, and 
within one generation, their connection to the land as a source of food, water and 
life has been severed. Overworked parents watch families fall apart in neglected 
neighborhoods as kids search out toys, television, video games and eventually 
inner-city gangs to offer some sense of community and security. Gang violence 
along the coast has been steadily increasing, even in small towns. 

But the real estate industry sits drooling, building more luxury condos and 
town homes wherever it can get away with squeezing them in on the outskirts 
of low-income areas, watching neighborhoods slip into disrepair so they can 
buy them up cheap and turn them over for massive profits. Developers 
demolish public housing units and functional historic buildings — evicting 
families, small businesses and social services, paving green space and public 
parks and knocking down the largest urban trees for high-density, massive 
upscale development. This often happens under the guise of renewal and 
revitalization, but some of us are putting up a fight. 
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Tlhie Tropics vs„ 
tdhio Americas 


Ever since the global free trade-push- 
ers chose Miami as their desired Free 
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 
headquarters, the phrase "Gateway to 
the Americas" has gained significant 
popularity among the elite. Seventy 
miles north of that gateway, there is a 
small coastal town that has become a 
pocket of resistance, marked by a sign 
that reads "Where the Tropics Begin." 
Somewhere in between these two slo- 
gans is a collision waiting to happen. 

On one side is the lush image of 
vibrant flora and fauna, oceans, riv- 
ers and swamps, forests of fruit, the 
last of undomesticated tribal societ- 
ies hunting small game, rural subsis- 
tence farmers cultivating bananas 
and varieties of maize, a sizable por- 
tion of the world's intact ecosystems 
and biodiversity, not yet pillaged by 
industrialism. 

On the other, the pillager: Amerigo 
Vespucci, Cristobal Colon, General 
William J. Worth, Andrew Jackson, 
Jeb Bush, John Timoney. The fucking 
"Americas" — the manifest destiny fan- 
tasy that someone should have closed 


the gate on. But instead, 
a Pandora's Box of ex- 
ploitation: sweatshops, 
modern slavery, defor- 
estation, immigrant 
detention, genetic engi- 
neering, biopiracy, over- 
consumption, yuppie 
tourism. 

Here in south Florida, 
retired dictators, genocidal generals 
and corporate criminal executives 
(such as Coca-Cola's Richard Kirby, 
who was brought to trial for his con- 
nection to Colombian paramilitary 
death squads) hide out in their coastal 
luxury homes, expecting their actions 
to be forgotten or ignored. 

Which side will win out? 

For many participants, the November 
2003 protests against the FTAA were like 
a nightmare come true. But for some of 
us who live here, it was like a gift in 
shitty wrapping paper. In the aftermath, 
there was a different look in people's 
eyes, a different priority on some agen- 
das. Perhaps it's the kind of motivation 
that only comes from being shot at by 


the police or going to visit new friends 
hospitalized after a protest. People 
watched us on Indymedia films, from 
Canada to Chiapas to Colombia. South 
Florida has not been the same since we 
got our asses kicked at the 2003 FTAA 
Ministerial Summit. 

And the chance is coming back 
around. In June 2005, the Organiza- 
tion of American States is hosting the 
next hemispheric FTAA meeting in 
Broward County, between Miami/Dade 
and Palm Beach Counties, probably 
near Ft. Lauderdale. What have we 
learned from our past mobilizations? 
What's worthwhile and what's a waste 
of energy? Most importantly, who's 
ready to get busy! 


A Glimpse at Who’s Fighting from the Grassroots 


• Palm Beach Global Justice Group (PBGJG), 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460; (561) 547-6686; 
sfglobaljustice@yahoo.com. PBGJG gained recent rec- 
ognition for its work around the November 2003 FTAA 
protests, but the group has always been rooted in 
community-based organizing alongside global justice 
work. They have been fighting luxury development 
and gentrification with tactics ranging from door-to- 
door outreach to urban tripod blockades. This anar- 
chist collective is also well connected to tons of local 
radical activist efforts: free food projects, community 
gardens, indigenous and immigrant solidarity, 
children's programs, anti-war folks, puppeteers, radi- 
cal cheerleaders, etc. 

• Palm Beach County Environmental Coalition, 
www.pbcenvironmentalcoalition.com. This coalition ini- 
tiated much of the local opposition to the Scripps plan 
and is currently filing litigation against it. 

• Save Our Waterfront and Town (SWAT), 
www.freelakeworth.com. A Lake Worth-based group 


that has put up a spirited, resident-led battle against the 
dictatorship of the developers. 

• Power U for Social Change, www.poweru.org. A 
community organizer’s resource center that combats 
gentrification and brings attention to issues of environ- 
mental racism. They work in predominantly black and 
Latin@ neighborhoods. 

• Low-Income Families Fighting Together and Miami 
Workers' Center, www.miamiworkerscenter.org. These 
two organizations fight for housing, childcare and ad- 
equate social services. They also do political education 
work, connecting local and global issues and hosting 
organizer trainings. 

• Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW), www.ciw- 
online.org. An organization of farmworkers in central 
south Florida, well-known for their boycott against Taco 
Bell, as well as their work exposing modern slavery in the 
fields. They are currently focused on student/youth 
organizing to raise awareness about the lives of immi- 
grant farmworkers. 
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from the 

Samhain 1993 Earth First! Journal 

Actions on Mt. Graham: 
Pope Scope Dedication Foiled! 




by Paul Roland 

On September 18, the telescope crusaders tried once 
again to bury the Mt. Graham issue and convince them- 
selves that the international observatory project is really 
off and running. But the "dedication” of the nearly 
complete Vatican and Max Planck telescopes on Mt. 
Graham in southeastern Arizona turned into a public 
relations quagmire, as the five-year campaign of civil 
disobedience opposing the project continued undeterred. 
Creative blockade tactics delayed the ceremony for about 
three hours. 

A festive weekend had been planned for funders and 
others associated with the embattled telescopes, to remove 
the lingering, uncomfortable taste of 
conflict. It began September 1 7 with 
what a counter-invitation called a 
"Genocide Dinner and Cocktail Party” 
at the posh Westin La Paloma Resort 
outside Tucson. Though confined by 
heavy security to a small corner re- 
moved from the event, about 30 
people confronted arriving guests. Ac- 
tivists eventually pushed the police 
back in a peaceful march, accompa- 
nied by native drumming and sing- 
ing — a powerful presence throughout 
the weekend. ' 

The next morning, a bizarre, half- 
mile-long traffic jam built up behind 
three successive blockades and assorted 
road debris. Vehicles carrying Univer- 
sity of Arizona astronomers and administrators, along with 
telescope supporters from as far away as Italy and Germany, 
were interspersed with truckloads of Earth Firstlers and 
Greenpeacers, Native and student activists, VIP’s from nearby 
Safford and hundreds of "invited guests." 

The first delaying action was at the Coronado National 
Forest entrance, where two activists had U-locked themselves 
to a cattle guard. Arizona Department of "Public Safety" 
officers, accustomed to Mt. Graham protests, had a power 
cutter handy. An hour later, the slowly moving caravan 
neared the top of the steep and winding 30-mile Swift Trail 
road. With no one guarding the road's only gate, student 
activist Wendy Y oung was able to lock down to it by her neck. 

"We are here to defend ancient wilderness and endan- 
gered species," she said, "especially when those who are 
building the project are breaking environmental laws." 


The first vehicle to the gate contained a Hopi tribal official, 
who turned back when told of the protest. 

After Young was cut loose 20 minutes later, the lumber- 
ing procession crept forward, but it moved only a couple 
hundred yards before grinding to a halt only half a mile shy 
of the US Forest Service Columbine Visitor Center, where 
food, drink and speakers were waiting. During the delay, a 
friend and I walked ahead, through the masses of cops and 
around an uphill curve. We were greeted by an uplifting 
sight — a 35-foot-high log tripod, protester on top, in the 
middle of the road, confounding the assembled cops, who 
commented on its ingenuity. 

D'Ana Valenzuela, a high-spirited young Apache woman, 
had adopted the tactic used by the Penan of Sarawak to 
defend their ravaged forests (at least 
two Penan have been killed when their 
tripods were pulled down). For more 
than two hours, the police tried to 
figure out how to get her down safely. 
At one point, they raised the scoop of 
a front-end loader (not high enough), 
seemingly for intimidation. Valenzuela 
sang and hurled a steady stream of 
challenges to the defenders of the sta- 
tus quo. Finally, the cops decided to 
cut the three logs section-by-section 
to get her down, to the loud com- 
plaints of the few supporters able to 
approach the scene (and even they 
were repeatedly pushed back out of 
close observation range). Police 
wouldn't listen to advice that the saf- 
est method would be a cherry-picker, which also might 
happen to take a couple of hours longer. When the logs were 
short enough, police lowered Valenzuela the rest of the way 
in the scoop of the front-end loader. 

D'Ana Valenzuela is both Apache and Earth Firstier, 
exemplifying strong new currents flowing through EF! and 
the environmental movement: a unified struggle for eco- 
system and cultural survival. "I was willing to get arrested," 
she said, "because it's Apache land and that mountain is 
very sacred to me, because of the life that's on it. I've had 
powerful experiences on the mountain. The waters and 
streams are still so pure you can drink them." 

The actions continue... to find out what happens next, check 
out the Samhain 1993 issue of the Earth First! Journal. 

Back issues of the EF! Journal are available for five dollars 
each. Order our near-complete, 24-year set for $5 00. 
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ARMED 

Clear as Cut Glass & Just as Dangerous 


WITH 

VISIONS 

We speak, yes, 

for buffalo, 

wolverine, 

prairie flower — 

for salmon 

and rivers; 

yet eat meat 

from subsidized farmers, 

send emails to parents 

in desert-eating condos. 

Next door, 

in the pretty little town 
when the highway was widened, 
did we stand with 
the century-old trees? 



GREAT BASIN 

for my brother 

Early morning darkness we said goodbye, 

Take care, hope to get together soon. 

"You'll see so much in the desert," 

Were your final words as I cranked up, 

Drove away, and took a chance 
Crossing Nevada on the summer solstice. 

Dawn found me out past Reno, with 
Longest day lurking and uncoiling beneath 
The high bright teeth of the Snake Range. 

Soon hot minutes dropped like venom. Noon 
I was rolling in my little globe of grease 
Over the griddle of the Pancake Mountains. 

In my mind you rode beside me, describing 
The plants that dotted the mesas. I saw far-off 
Dust devils jump up and dance like our talking, 
Back fifteen years and forward ten, 

Scattering old bones — brushing sage, too, 

Green and fragrant after all the years. 

Like you said, the desert contained so much, 

And you could have named it all. 

To me it was endless range and endless basin, 
Endless miles driving in white glare that died 
When sunset fires were banked and I slept at last 
In warm sand under a tortured juniper. 

Now next day dawn, an elf owl calls me up, 

I shake dead needles off my sleeping bag. 

The sun's the width of a mesquite thorn south 
Of where it was this same time yesterday. 

A shade cooler, closer to capricorn. 

Knowing us, bro, it'll be winter next time we meet. 

— Richard Arnold 
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ON A PLANE FROM YELLOWSTONE 


Maybe I didn't want to discover you as much 
as anyone I have ever loved beyond snow-crested 
mountains of cougar, forests of elk and moose, 
river valleys of bison, bear, eagle. 

We creep, a snail across a ceiling 
of brilliant blue. Clouds like feathery geysers 
convene fruitless questions: 

Couldn't I love enough? Was I too selfish? 

Had I met her a few years sooner, 
the waterfall woman next to me 
filling the vast void of your absence 
with countless challenges, 
canyons echoing rainbows in mist, 

you would have seen 

the roots of pine trees dancing 

in the grass with purple wildflowers, 

the Mammoth Hot Spring Terraces 

like gothic glaciers, 

their limestone frozen cataracts 

melded over sienna, 

focused binoculars on a trumpeter swan 
embraced by arms of sunrise 
streaming hazy trees. 

Antlered with headsets, 
homing in business agendas 
and pastures of video, 
our skein continues to watering places 
of work, the refuge of parents. 

Child I have never known, 
all things are joined with light 
flowing in words like blood. 

I wanted to talk many times. 

— Bruce Lader 

all rights reserved to the authors 

Send poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 



BUFFALO POEM 


I have stood with the buffalo. 

I have felt their spirit 

Move through me like the wind. 

Their presence I can feel 

In the contours of these mountains, 

In every tree, 

In every bush, 

In every willow, 

Every track, 

In my soul. 

I have looked deep into their eyes 
And felt their power 
Run through me like 

The river from which banks they have fed off, 
And I too have been nurtured. 

And in my hand, I have held their hair 
Plucked from the side of a tree. 

And I can see that it is no different from mine, 
And I know that we are brothers. 


I have seen the meaning of non-violent resistance, 

In the face of hatred and ignorance, 

In the face of oppression 
I have been moved to tears 
By the beauty of their gentle nature, 

Their resilience — their determination. 

And I am learning from them the meaning of patience, 

Of love and of living the way they know is rightfully theirs, 
Even if it means Death — 

And I know I am only beginning to understand. 

— Roman Sanchez 

Buffalo Field Campaign volunteer 
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Nanotechnology Nightmare: 


"There isn't any human artifact that we manufacture that 
won't eventually be dependent on the kinds of discoveries 
being made in laboratories now.... The long-term conse- 
quences of [nanotechnology] are going to be truly transform- 
ing. The trouble is, you can't predict the details of what that 
world will be like." 

— Thomas Theis, head of physical science research 

at IBM Corporation 

From several different vantage points, nanotechnology — 
a set of techniques used to manipulate matter at the scale 
of atoms and molecules — looms as the highest, widest and 
most powerful technological wave the world has ever 
faced. The turbulence that will accompany the nano-wave 
has breathtaking societal implications, especially for poor 
and marginalized communities. It will upend markets for 
labor and raw materials, and it will change the way we live, 
eat, work, wage war and define life. 

Some predict that nanotechnology will trigger a new 
economic and cultural utopia by combining material abun- 
dance, sustainable development and profit. But history 
suggests a different scenario. In recent decades, we have 
witnessed the privatization of science and a staggering 
concentration of corporate power that has undermined 
democracy and dissent throughout the world. Nano-scale 
manipulations offer unprecedented potential for sweeping 
monopoly control of the elements and processes funda- 
mental to life. In short, nano-scale technologies are poised 
to become the operative strategy for corporate control of 


industrial manufacturing, food, agriculture and health in 
the 21st century. 

Investment in nanotechnology around the world — by 
both the private and public sectors — 
adds up to six billion dollars a year. 

Virtually all Fortune 500 companies 
are investing in nanotech research and 
development along with hundreds of 
small start-up companies. A well-worn 
statistic from the US National Science 
Foundation (NSF) forecasts that the 
global market for nanotech's processes 
and products will reach one trillion 
dollars by 2015. Because nanotech 
breakthroughs are coming even faster 
than predicted, the NSF recently re- 
vised its prediction to state that the 
one-trillion-dollar wave will come 
ashore sometime in 2011 or 2012. 

What is a Nano, Anyway? 

"Nano" is a measurement, not an 
object. Unlike "biotechnology," where 
the word itself lets you know that bios 
(life) is being manipulated by human 
art (techne), "nanotechnology" indi- 
cates only the scale of the art. A "na- 
nometer" equals one billionth of a meter. The youngest 
and healthiest eyes can't see things much smaller than a 



Surveillance in the Small 


In its potential for creating circuits and computers on 
a previously unimaginably tiny level, nanotechnology 
provides many boons to the police state that will con- 
trol it. Foremost among these is the increased capacity 
for surveillance. 

Already, using only modern, macro-scale technology, 
tiny sensors are starting to infiltrate everyday life. Radio-. 
Frequency Identification (RFID) tags are tiny circuits with 
an antenna attached that are implanted into consumer 
products. RFID tags have already been installed in Gillette 
shavers and Wal-Mart clothes, and they are slated to be in 
every Goodyear and Michelin tire and every Euro banknote 
within a year. Each RFID tag has a unique signature and 
uses the antenna to transmit information to a sensor, 
allowing any individual item to be tracked. 

There are two types of RFID tags — active and passive. 
Passive tags can only be read by a sensor at close range. 
These do not require a battery and are the most common, 
with a range up to 40 feet. Active tags transmit much like 
cellular phones and require a tiny battery. They have a 
range of miles. 

Proponents of RFID — which was invented by two 
former National Security Agency operatives — envision 


it replacing the bar code and allowing the tracking of all 
items ever made. 

If every shirt, car tire and dollar bill can be tracked 
at all times, of course, so can every person. 
Unsurprisingly, RFID research is heavily funded by 
the US Department of Defense. The US government 
will require RFID chips containing biometric infor- 
mation in all foreign passports by 2005, and all US 
passports by 2006. 

Even more troubling than RFID is "smart dust," a 
collection of tiny, communicating sensors. Currently a 
third the size of a credit card, smart dust is able to sense 
temperature, humidity, vibration and other physical 
features like the presence of certain chemicals. According 
to Deborah Estrin, director of the Center for Embedded 
Network Sensing, the goal is to permeate the entire world 
with these tiny sensors: "in the car you drive to work and 
in the roads, embankments and traffic lights." Of course, 
people might not like the idea of computer dust monitor- 
ing them everywhere they go. Never fear, says Estrin, 
"The average person will be reliant upon these systems, 
but if we succeed, the systems will be relatively transpar- 
ent or invisible." 
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The Next Industrial Revolution 


millimeter in size, and a nanometer is a million times 
smaller than that. Even most microscopes can't see things 
on the nano-scale. 

Nanotech's "raw materials" are not 
wood, rubber or steel. They are the 
diverse chemical elements of the Peri- 
odic Table — in other words, the stuff 
that makes up everything. Being able to 
make precise manipulations at the 
nano-scale — at the scale of atoms and 
molecules — opens up a world of pos- 
sible applications across all sectors of 
the economy: computers can get 
smaller and faster; drugs can permeate 
the body more completely and can 
target specific cells; catalysts (used to 
speed up chemical reactions, includ- 
ing oil-refining processes) can be made 
more reactive; sensors can monitor 
everything — from crops to cows to 
crooks to chemical warfare agents to 
customers — with much greater preci- 
sion; materials can be stronger, lighter 
and "smarter." 

There are several problems with 
nanotechnology, and they're big ones. 

Technological control at the nano-scale goes hand-in- 
hand with corporate control at the nano-scale. Remember 
that almost as soon as scientists figured out how to manipu- 
late life through genetic engineering, corporations figured 
out how to monopolize it. In the same way, nano-scale 
patenting will accompany atom-level manipulations. A 
dangerous precedent was set back in the 1960s when Glenn 
Seaborg, the American who won a Nobel Prize for physics 
in 1951, "invented” the chemical element Americium and 
acquired US patent #3,156,523 for it. Yesterday's patents 
on genetically modified organisms will facilitate today's 
patents on atomically modified organisms and materials. 
In essence, patenting at the nano-scale could mean mo- 
nopolizing the basic elements that are the building blocks 
of the entire natural world. 

Nano-scale particles behave in ways that macro-scale par- 
ticles of the same material don't. With only a reduction of size 
and no change in substance, materials may be stronger, 
lighter, more water-soluble, more heat-resistant or better 
conductors of electricity. A substance that is red when it is a 
meter wide may be green when its width is only a few 
nanometers; something that is soft and malleable on the 
macro-scale may be stronger than steel at the nano-scale. 

In other words, just because we know how a micron- 
sized particle will behave in the environment doesn't 
mean that we have a clue as to how a nano-sized particle 
of the same substance will behave. 

The potential impact of nanoparticles on the environ- 
ment and human health is enormous. Toxicological data 



on manufactured nanoparticles are scarce, even though 
commercial products are already on the market (including 
food, cosmetics and sunscreens). 

Like earlier promises made by proponents of nuclear, 
chemical and biotechnologies, nanotech enthusiasts claim 
that it will solve problems of hunger and poverty, cure 
cancer and clean up the environment. But the simple truth 
is that new technologies cannot solve old injustices. Tech- 
nology is not an alternative to sound social policies. 

As some scientists have pointed out, nanotech could 
possibly bring better, cheaper disease diagnostics for people 
and crops, and it could improve water purification and the 
performance of solar cells. Further, nanotech could reduce 
raw material demands, increase recycling and slash trans- 
port and energy costs. 

But even if we can diagnose diseases better, will the diseases 
of poor people be the focus of corporate research, and will the 
patented drugs be affordable? Globalization — in the form of 
today's trade, finance and patent systems — ensures that the 
control of new technologies will remain with the rich. Intel- 
lectual property regimes and marketplace oligopolies, along 
with government collusion, have usually managed to dictate 
what technologies 
come forward and 
whose interests 
they serve. 

"Our 30-year 
goal is to have such 
exquisite control 
over the genetics of 
living systems that 
instead of growing 
a tree, cutting it 
down and building 
a table out of it, we 
will ultimately be 
able to grow the 
table. " 

— Rodney 
Brooks, director 

OF THE ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE 
LABORATORY AT THE 

Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology 

Excerpted from 
"The Little Big 
Down: A Small In- 
troduction to Nano- 
scale Technologies" 
by the ETC Group, 
www.etcgroup.org. 


Targeting 

Nanotech 

At this point, we have the ability 
to take a different approach to the 
problem of nanotechnology by tar- 
geting research and development 
locations. The following list attempts 
to address some of the institutions 
that act as the greatest enablers of 
the coming nanotech world. 

• California NanoSystems In- 
stitute, www.cnsi.ucsb.edu. A col- 
laboration between the University 
of California-Santa Barbara and 
Los Angeles, two of the foremost 
universities in the field of 
nanotech research. 

• Center for Nanoscience Innova- 
tion for Defense, University of Cali- 
fomia-Santa Barbara, CA93 106-9530. 
David Awschalom, founder, (805) 893- 
2121;awsch@physics.ucsb.edu.Anor- 
ganization "created to facilitate the 
rapid transition of research innova- 
tion in the nanosciences into applica- 
tions for the defense sector." 

continued on page 37 
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the Nanotech Future 


by Derrick Jensen and George Draff an 

EXCERPTED BY LlCHEN JUNE 

We are all by now unfortunately familiar with biotech- 
nology, the splicing of genes from one being into another. 
Nanotechnology goes far beyond biotech's manipulation 
of genes, it involves the manipulation of molecules and 
atoms. We can call it molecular engineering, we can call it 
the marriage of life and computers, we can call it the 
creation of green machines, or we can 
call it self-replicating biotech al- 
chemy. It's been predicted to cure 
cancer, to end poverty by supplying 
the world with an infinite supply of 
energy and self-assembling materi- 
als, and to keep your pants stain-free. 

Nanotechnology works with small 
materials. Really small. A nanom- 
eter is a billionth of a meter. Ten 
hydrogen atoms side by side make a 
line a nanometer long. A DNA mol- 
ecule is about two-and-a-half na- 
nometers wide. A red blood cell is 
one-twentieth the width of a hu- 
man hair, but it's 5,000 nanometers 
in diameter. It gives me a headache 
just to think about it: The indi- 
vidual components of a silicon tran- 
sistor are about 130 nanometers 
across, but Intel can fit 42 million of 
them on one of its Pentium-4 com- 
puter chips. 

So, that's all great! We can all have 
fast computers to play more complex 
games (while the real world burns) because the geniuses at 
Intel have figured out how to get all those transistors onto 
a single computer chip. But those nasty atomtech critics, 
including ETC Group's Jim Thomas, tell us that "nano- 
sized bits are so small that they can penetrate your skin, get 
into your lungs and travel through your body unmolested 
by the immune system." 

The ultimate goal of nanotechnology, according to some 
of its proponents, is to meld humans and computers so 
that humans can at long last (insert mad scientist laugh 
here) live forever. As such, nanotechnology is motivated 
by a fear of death, and the consequent fear and hatred of 
the body, the natural. Here's how betterhumans.com puts 
it in an article entitled "Immortality:" "It is mortalist, 
deathist thinking that characterizes aging and dying as 
natural and good.... Today, immortality — and the lesser 
goal of indefinite lifespan — seems entirely possible. The 


best way to think of it is that our 'soul' is to our bodies and 
brains what music is to a CD: an arrangement of informa- 
tion. The CD doesn't matter — it can be copied an indefinite 
number of times. So what could we do to achieve immor- 
tality? The same thing we would do to preserve the music 
on a rare, one-of-a-kind CD: make backup copies on a 
better medium. 

"While the technology to upload a mind doesn't exist 
yet, research in artificial intelligence, nanotechnology and 
cognitive science, as well as develop- 
ments in computer hardware, are tak- 
ing us in the right direction. Mind 
uploading is also a possible side-ef- 
fect of improvements in human-com- 
puter interfaces, as direct links 
between the brain and computer 
hardware could lead to a gradual 
merging of biological and 
nonbiological components of the 
mind. At some point, enough infor- 
mation could exist in the 
nonbiological portion that destruc- 
tion of the biological brain has no 
impact on personality or identity." 

Destruction of the biological brain. 
Such a nice, clean way to say the 
killing of the animal. 

Alexander Bolonkin, formerly of 
the US Air Force and the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, writes, "An immortal person 
made of chips and supersolid mate- 
rials will have incredible advantages 
in comparison with common people. 
An 'E-man' will need no food, no dwelling, no air, no 
sleep, no rest, no ecologically pure environment [this 
latter is certain to come in handy, all things considered]. 
Such a being will be able to travel into space, or walk on 
the sea floor with no aqualungs. It will not be possible to 
destroy an artificial person with any kind of weapons, 
since it will be possible to copy the information of his 
mind and then keep it separately." 

Bolonkin is, of course, describing the wet dream of those 
in charge of any police state. He believes that "such transi- 
tion to immortality (E-creatures) will be possible in 10-20 
years. The number of E-creatures will be growing and the 
number of people diminishing, until it gets to the minimum 
necessary for the zoos and small reservations. In all likeli- 
hood, the feelings that E-creatures may have toward humans 
as their ancestors will be fading away, until they become 
comparable to our own attitude toward apes or even bugs." 
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I cannot speak for his attitude toward apes, except to say 
that it seems to mirror the culture's attitude toward all of 
those it puts in zoos, in reservations, in the furnaces at 
Auschwitz, in the slash 
piles of clearcuts or back 
in the ocean dead as by- 
catch. Bolonkin contin- 
ues, "There is a hope that 
the ability to keep souls 
alive will be achieved by 
highly civilized countries 
first. In this case, they 
will prohibit torturing 
sinners, as they prohibit 
torturing criminals 
nowadays. Furthermore, 
criminal investigations 
will be simplified a lot, 
judicial mistakes will be 
excluded. It will be pos- 
sible to access a soul consciousness and see every little detail 
of this or that action." 

A simple scan of your computer disk, and those in power 
know everything about you. 

The federal government pumps $700 million a year into 
the National Nanotechnology Initiative (one-third of which 
goes to the Pentagon)— making it one of the largest recipi- 
ents of federal research money along with the "war on 
cancer" and the militarization of space. 

When something (inevitably) goes haywire, 
nanotechnology could, even according to some of its 
strongest boosters, lead to covering the entire planet with 
self-replicating "gray goo," what experts call "global 
ecophagy" — the eating of the Earth. As K. Eric Drexler, 
author of Engines of Creation: The Coming Era of 
Nanotechnology and one of the most vociferous supporters 
of the nanotech vision, puts it, "Assembler-based replicators 
could beat the most advanced modern organisms. 'Plants' 
with 'leaves' no more efficient than today's solar cells 
could out-compete real plants, crowding the biosphere 
with an inedible foliage. Tough, omnivorous 'bacteria' 
could out-compete real bacteria: They could spread like 
blowing pollen, replicate swiftly and reduce the biosphere 
to dust in a matter of days. Dangerous replicators could 
easily be too tough, small and rapidly spreading to stop — 


at least if we made no preparation. We have trouble 
enough containing viruses and fruit flies." 

We don't have to conjure gray goo to make nanotech 
deadly: Rats exposed to 20-nanometer particles of 
polytetrafluoroethylene all died within four hours, 
while those exposed to larger particles of the same 
chemical all survived. This shouldn't be surprising: 
Researchers have long known the dangers of 
nanoparticles — although they don't call them that, 
instead referring to them as "fines" and "ultrafines." As 
long ago as 1991, scientists at the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency estimated that fine particles kill 60,000 
Americans per year. Ultrafines are estimated to be 10 to 
50 times more dangerous, causing lung and cardiovas- 
cular disease, and probably promoting Alzheimer's and 
other forms of brain deterioration. 

You and I both know that these dangers won't stop 
those in power from pursuing this course. The proxi- 
mate danger of the deaths of tens of thousands of 

Americans per year (and un- 
counted non-Americans, and 
uncounted nonhumans, both of 
whom matter even less than 
American humans to those in 
power) won't stop them, nor will 
the ultimate danger of gray goo 
eating the Earth. 

What will stop them is the end 
of civilization. Nanotechnology 
and the marriage of computers 
and life will not fulfill their po- 
tentials for increases in indus- 
trial production and therefore 
decreases in the capacity of the 
planet to support life. This mar- 
riage will fail to take place not 
because governments suddenly decide not to kill their 
own citizens, nor 
because activists 
suddenly become 
effective. Instead, 
the natural world 
will stop these 
possibilities. 

With any luck for 
the rest of the 
planet, civilization 
will crash long be- 
fore humans are 
stored on hard 
drives or CDs. 

Excerpt from 
Welcome to the 
Machine: Science, 

Surveillance and 
the Culture of 
Control by Derrick 
Jensen and George 
Draffan. For more 
information, visit 
derrickjensen.org. 


The ultimate goal of nanotechnology is to 
meld humans and computers so that 
humans can at long last [insert mad 
scientist laugh here] live forever. As such, 
nanotechnology is motivated by a fear and 
hatred of the body, the natural. 


Targeting 

Nanotech 

continued from page 35 

• Institute for Nanoscience, Na- 
val Research Laboratory, 4555 
Overlook Ave, Washington, DC; 
(202) 7 67-3200. Similar to the Los 
Alamos National Laboratories in 
New Mexico. 

• Institute for Soldier Nano- 
technologies, Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, Building 
NE47, Fourth Floor, 77 Massachu- 
setts Ave, Cambridge, MA 02139. 
Essential to the US government 
creating a (nearly) invincible sol- 
dier to carry out the next war. 

continued on page 39 
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There’s Nano in My Biotech! 


Even as governments and industry belatedly accept that 
engineered nanoparticles may require regulation, they 
insist that more advanced stages of nanotech involving the 
convergence of nano- and biotechnology are too far over 
the horizon to consider regulating. They're wrong. 

Scientists and governments in the US and Europe have a 
strategy to merge the sciences based on 
"material unity at the nano-scale. 

Since all materials and processes op- 
erate from the bottom up, propo- 
nents of convergence believe that 
they can control events on the 
macro-scale by manipulating 
events at the nano-scale. 

Convergence happens when 
nanotech merges with biotech 
(enabling the control of life 
through the manipulation of 
genes), information technology 
(enabling the control of knowl- 
edge through the manipulation 
of bits) and cognitive neuro- 
science (enabling the control of 
the mind through the manipula- — 

tion of neurons) . Controlling Bits, 

Atoms, Neurons and Genes adds 
up to a little BANG theory, en- 
abling a godlike mastery over all 
knowledge, matter, mind and life. 

According to the little BANG 
theory, neurons could be re-en- 
gineered so that our minds "talk" directly to computers or to 
artificial limbs; viruses can be engineered to act as machines; 
computer networks can be merged with biological networks 
to develop artificial intelligence or surveillance systems. 

Nanobiotechnology and "Green Goo" 

Nanobiotechnology is the current darling of nanotech 
investment. Since 1999, 52 percent of the $900 million in 
government funding for nanotech has gone to 
nanobiotechnology startups. 

The goals of nanobiotechnology are varied: 

• Some researchers are incorporating non-living, nano- 
scale materials into living organisms (such as drug delivery 
systems or sensors). 

• Other researchers are creating new synthetic materials 
that have biological components (such as proteins incor- 
porated into plastics). 

• Other researchers are creating new living material that 
is capable, theoretically, of performing industrial func- 
tions (such as micro-organisms that feed on industrial 
chemical spills). 

While biotechnologists build new life from stripped- 
down microbes, nanotechnologists are busy building bio- 
logical machines from the bottom-up. Products of 
nanobiotechnology that are living organisms may continue 
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to do what nature intended — procreate — but they may be 
more powerful by their boost from human technology: The 
emboldened E. coli bacteria will now take on oil spills; the 
nanobio polymer car door can use embedded proteins to 
repair itself after a collision. Plants too tough for bugs to 
bite? Fire-retardant fur? The possibilities are endless. 

With nanobiotech, researchers have 
the power to create completely new 
organisms that have never existed 
on Earth. Will new lifeforms, espe- 
cially those that are designed to 
function autonomously in the en- 
vironment, open a Pandora's box 
of unforeseen and uncontrollable 
consequences? That's the specter 
of green goo. In a "green goo" 
scenario, a designer microbe has 
designs of its own. 

Angela Belcher, professor of ma- 
terial science at the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, 
reported earlier this year that her 
research team had genetically en- 
gineered viruses to produce tiny, 
inorganic wires with magnetic 
and semiconducting properties. 
The wires could one day provide 
extremely small circuitry for 
high-speed electronics. "We pro- 
grammed the virus to grow a par- 
ticular material at a particular 
length," Belcher said. "Then we burned off the virus and 
were left with single-crystal semiconductor wires." 

Synthetic Biology 

The goal of "synthetic biology" is to engineer and build 
machines that work inside cells. Biologists are already 
crafting libraries of interchangeable DNA parts — so-called 
"BioBricks" — and assembling them inside microbes to cre- 
ate programmable, living machines. Using BioBricks as raw 
materials, researchers can now custom design biological 
manufacturing systems. 

Researchers can design a protein on a computer and then 
use software to construct the DNA sequence that would 
produce the protein inside a cell — even if the protein and 
DNA do not exist in nature. 

The most high-profile practitioner of synthetic biology, 
perhaps, is Craig Venter of human genome-mapping fame. 
Since 2002, Venter, Nobel Laureate Hamilton Smith and 
the Institute for Biological Energy Alternatives have been 
awarded $12 million from the Department of Energy to 
create new lifeforms that could be engineered to produce 
energy or clean up greenhouse gases. In November 2003, 
they announced that they had assembled a virus from 
synthetically produced, commercially available DNA. They 
are confident that because this virus infects bacteria and is 



"Problems? What problems?" 



not harmful to humans, animals or plants, it "poses no 
health or ethical concerns." 

While "gray goo" has grabbed the headlines in the nano- 
media, the more likely scenario is that the merger of living 
and non-living matter will result in hybrid organisms and 


products that behave in unpredictable ways. Industry hasn't 
been able to control and contain genetically modified organ- 
isms. What will happen when a newly made organism — the 
product of nanobio — becomes "adventitiously present?" 

Excerpted from writings by the ETC Group, www.etcgroup.org. 
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Because common items exhibit unique properties at the 
nano-scale, nano-sized particles are already being employed 
in consumer products. For example, titanium dioxide, used 
in sunscreen, is transparent to light but still reflective to 
ultraviolet radiation at the nano-scale. Buckyballs — hollow 
combinations of carbon atoms arranged into perfect geode- 
sic spheres, much like'soccer balls — are among the strongest 
and most stable structures known. They are used to strengthen 
everything from tennis rackets to auto parts. 

Yet warning signs are starting to appear. For the same 
reasons that nanoparticles are "useful," they are also danger- 
ous — their properties and effects on the human body cannot 
be predicted based on how they act at a larger scale. In the past 
seven years, the following alarm bells have sounded: 

• 1997: Titanium dioxide nanoparticles are shown to 
damage the DNA of skin cells. 

• March 2002: Engineered nanoparticles accumulate in 
the cells of lab animals during experiments. 

• March 2003: Buckyball-based nanotubes are found to 
be more toxic to rat lungs than quartz dust, which is known 
to cause respiratory illness. Another study finds that 
nanoparticles can cross the blood-brain barrier. 

• July 2003: Scientists discover that buckyballs travel 
smoothly through soil, thus gaining easy access to the 
food chain. 

• January: Published research shows that nanoparticles 
travel easily from nasal passages into the brain. Evidence is 
also presented suggesting that gold nanoparticles can cross 
from mother to fetus. 

• March: Fish exposed to buckyballs suffer severe damage 
to brain tissue within 48 hours, inducing an Alzheimer's- 
like condition. The fish livers are found to be inflamed, 
suggesting a full-body reaction. 

More than 140 companies are already manufacturing 
nanoparticles, and nano-scale versions of 64 elements of the 
Periodic Table are expected to be commercially available in 
the near future. Forty of these can already be purchased. 

As companies continue to spew never-before-existing sub- 
stances into the environment, nuclear physicists in Thailand 
have discovered a way to genetically modify rice using 
nanotechnology. The scientists are drilling nano-sized holes 
in rice cells and firing nitrogen atoms inside to modify the 
organism's DNA. They have already succeeded in changing 
the color of a local rice variety from purple to green. Their 
next goal is to develop varieties of Jasmine rice that can be 


grown year-round and have shorter stems and "improved" 
color. According to Thiraphat Vilaithong of the Fast Neutron 
Research Facility in Chiang Mai, the technique is being 
pursued because it does not require the insertion of genes 
from other organisms the way that more well-known bio- 
technology does. Thus, the researchers hope to avoid the 
controversy associated with genetically modified food. 

"We don't consider atomically modified rice any safer or 
more socially acceptable than genetically modified rice,” 
said Witoon Lianchamroon of Biodiversity Action Thai- 
land. "It sounds like the same high-tech approach that 
does not address our needs and could cause severe hard- 
ships for Thai rice farmers." 

Researchers in Chiang Mai are also working on modify- 
ing the surface of silk in order to make it resistant to water 
and dirt. Their research is only the tip of the nanobiotech 
iceberg. Nearly 200 multinational food corporations are 
investing in nanotechnology. These include HJ Heinz, 
Campbell Soup, ConAgra, Kraft, Nestle and Pepsi. In the 
future, companies like these hope to harness the atom to 
create interactive food that changes color, flavor or nutri- 
tional content at the consumer's whim; ultrasound-acti- 
vated vaccines; and more — a brave new world 
of nanotech conveniences. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit 
www.etcgroup.org. 

By the end of the 
year, the ETC 
Group plans to re- 
lease an in-depth 
report detailing 
the impacts that 
nanobiotechnology 
will have on food 
and agriculture. 

For a list of com- 
panies and prod- 
ucts that are 
currently using 
nanoparticles, 
see "No Small 
Matter II," a re- 
port available on 
the website. 
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• Nanoscale Science and Engineer- 
ing Center for Directed Assembly of 
Nanostructures, Rensselaer Polytech- 
nic Institute, 110 Eighth St, Troy, NY 
12180; www.rpi.edu/dept/nsec. Dr. Ri- 
chard W. Siegel, director, (518) 276- 
8846. Top-notch scientific school with 
an advanced program focusing on how 
nanostructures will be assembled and 
what materials can be manipulated 
using nanotechnology. 

continued on page 41 
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The Ultra-Capable Machine 

The Threats of Military Nanotech 


by Zach Fredell 

A few days ago, I was having a discussion with a friend 
about industrial collapse. So many activists I know have 
had it so many times that 1 feel like I can guess what 
anyone's going to say. I knew that 
what I was saying was nothing 
new. We've heard it all before. 

Conjecture on what may or may 
not be likely, or even plausible. 

Some of us have begun to real- 
ize that a lot of our projected 
scenarios of industrial collapse 
are just manifestations of our 
hopes. A lot of it has to do with 
the simple fact that many of us 
are unaware of what the system 
is really up to. 

Nanotechnology is the next in- 
dustrial revolution. There's no 
doubt about that in the minds of 
those on the cutting edge of tech- 
nological research and develop- 
ment. What is coming reflects what 
we have now, amplified to the 
power of 10. You heard me right, 

10 times the firepower for any 
Texan, and the horse he rode in on. 

Yeehaw! If you didn't get the infer- 
ence, what I'm saying is that new 
technologies are produced and used 
first for military applications. 

The economy and the military 
have never really been separate 
entities. War is the health of the 
state and money is politics. The 
US military /industrial juggernaut is also, of course, one of 
the most environmentally destructive groups of people on 
the planet. 

Eminent scientists and military theorists have been mak- 
ing a good deal of noise recently about the end of the era 
of Weapons of Mass Destruction, or chemical, nuclear and 
biological weaponry. For the future, they see the old type 
of Cold War standoff ending in favor of a new kind of war. 
GNR: Genetic, Nanotechnological and Robotic warfare. 
War based not on warheads but on proprietary research. 
The new warfare will center around the development of 
high technology, the race to find answers quicker than the 
"enemy" and the fight to keep third parties from gaining 
access to this information. 

Spearheading the most important aspects of the changing 
US military is not the giant bureaucracy of the Department of 
Defense (DOD) itself but one of its subsidiaries. The Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) is "the central 


research and development organization for the DOD." DARPA 
was established in 1958, shortly following the surprise Soviet 
launch of Sputnik. Its goal is to make the US the most 
technologically enabled fighting force on the planet so as to 
"prevent technological surprise." DARPA's scientists are the 

standard-bearers of the new silent 
arms race. 

The intermingling web of finance 
for emerging war technologies 
starts with DARPA, yet at the other 
end are, unfortunately, the nation’s 
learning institutions. The Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT), University of Califomia-Ber- 
keley, Duke and Columbia are the 
first universities on the dole from 
the US military. MIT, considered 
one of the most important cen- 
ters for development of all things 
computer, has a flashy new pro- 
gram: the Institute for Soldier 
Nanotechnologies (ISN). ISN is a 
program funded to the tune of $50 
million dollars, and its goal is to 
"create a 21st century battle suit 
that combines high-tech capabili- 
ties with light weight and com- 
fort.” Adding insult to injury, the 
program partners the university 
with three corporations, two of 
which are well known to most ac- 
tivists for their feats of chemical 
and military destruction: DuPont 
and Raytheon. 

If you liked those pesky Ma- 
rines before, you will love them 
in version 2.0. The Berkeley Lower Extremity Exoskeleton 
can bear 70 pounds of weight for the soldier wearing it, 
enabling that soldier to carry more ammo, supplies and 
weapons further and to still arrive fresh and ready for 
combat. In a very obvious manner, the nation's learning 
institutions are being fully militarized, and the process is 
only bound to spread as the money gets bigger. The end is 
the amalgamation of industry and learning institutions 
into the military's massive power monopoly. 

There are, of course, strong hints that nanotechnology 
will mean an even more insidious type of weaponry. If a 
molecular machine created by nanotechnological pro- 
cesses can reassemble molecules any way it wants, what's 
to say it couldn't do so to living tissue? Take for example 
the "Ecobot II." This small robot produces electricity by 
catching flies and digesting them in special fuel cells. 
Although in the infant stage of development, this technol- 
ogy suggests that in the future, non-human combatants in 



The Berkeley Lower Extremity Exoskeleton is now 
ready for production. If you liked those pesky 
Marines before, you'll love version 2.0. 
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a war could have the ability to actually steal a being's "life 
energy" and use it. 

While considering the possibility of "disassembling" the 
molecules of another human, we have to ask how such a 
weapon would be tar- 
geted. Luckily, we can 
depend on Israel's In- 
stitute for Biological 
Research. Through re- 
cent leaks to the me- 
dia, we have learned 
that extensive pro- 
grams exist in Israel 
and the US to create 
weapons capable of 
targeting specific races 
of people. This has 
stemmed from the de- 
coding of the human 
genome, and research 
suggests that even 
amongst the largely in- 
termingled human population, specific bloodlines can still 
be identified. Of course, the parties using such weapons 
probably wouldn't mind if a few of their people died as well; 
numbers don't count when you’re talking about wiping out 
entire sections of the human population. 

Let's not go too far into the doomsday scenarios before 
we get to the wider scope on nanotech within the US 
military. GNR technologies will first become obvious in 
the fields of extremely fast computers, capable robotics 
and massive increases in material strength. 

DARPA is moving the US military toward employing a 
single operating system for its computer systems, intercon- 
nected with a network similar to the public Internet, 
pioneered as ARPAnet. Coupled with widespread global 
positioning systems, DARPA's plan is to create a realistic 
digital view of the battlefield (Earth) for the people or 
machines making decisions from a safe distance. This kind 
of computation not only massively aids the US in fighting 
a war with little casualties on its side, but it also makes 
possible quicker planning of massive operations. We know 
that the DOD was planning the latest Iraq invasion for 
more than a year before it happened. Computers could do 
it faster if they knew everything about the units available 
and the enemy forces. 

Next in line is capable robotics. The best examples of this 
are coming in the area of aviation. The Predator, a DARPA 
creation, is a drone that flies at extreme altitudes to gather 
intelligence and bomb targets if necessary. Another ex- 
ample is Lockheed Martin's Project Falcon, an unmanned 
plane capable of flight in space, equipped to bomb any 
target on Earth within two hours of deployment. Instant 
gratification through fast food and fast bombs, that's the 
US motto. The predator technology has proven a massive 
"success" in both Afghanistan and Iraq, and it has moved 
forward the DOD's general directive to change approxi- 
mately one-third of all military vehicles to unmanned 
navigation by 2015. 

Former problems with creating super-strong materials 
will be surpassed with nanotech. Recent breakthroughs 


at the University of North Carolina in creating three- 
dimensional structures point to some concrete results. 
Copper can be rearranged to exhibit the same strength 
capacity of today's steel, and ceramics will be strong 
enough to create superlight engines. 
The military-specific applications of 
strong materials are everywhere; vehicles 
of any kind could be stronger, lighter and 
have nearly impenetrable armor. Avia- 
tion will benefit massively from this re- 
search, especially in the area of space 
"exploration," or more likely space "con- 
quering. " Since the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration has recently 
been taken over by the DOD, it is likely 
that we will see nanotech materials in 
space exploration/killing vehicles within 
the next few years. Space is not the final 
frontier, it's just the next place to expand 
war (see EF!J March-April 2004). 

Every second there seems to be a new 
breakthrough in nanotechnology. The 
effectiveness and growth of our movement will be concur- 
rent with our abil- 
ity to formulate a 
strategy that as- 
sesses these devel- 
opments quickly. 

That means a mas- 
sive change from 
the past, and 
thinking about 
what’s going to 
happen before it 
does. The only 
guarantee in all of 
this is that the 
military will go 
forward with its 
plans; its only 
roadblock thus 
far has been the 
need for more 
funding. A new 
threat must be 
levied soon, or we 
can expect a wors- 
ening situation. 

Then the cops 
won’t even have 
to arrest people — 
robots will be able 
to do it without 
their help. 

Zach spends his 
days in the colder 
parts of the Rockies, 
watchingthewatch- 
ers. Waiting for the 
inevitable moment 
of their demise. 


Eminent scientists and military 
theorists have been making a 
good deal of noise recently 
about the end of the era of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
in favor of a new kind of war: 
Genetic, Nanotechnological 
and Robotic warfare. 
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• Texas Institute for Intelligent 
Materials and Structures, Depart- 
ment of Aerospace Engineering, 
Texas A&M University, 3141 
TAMU, College Station, TX 77843- 
3141; tiims.tamu.edu. Dr. Dimitris 
C. Lagoudas, director, (979) 845- 
9409; lagoudas@tamu.edu. When 
NASA can't handle the load for the 
military, count on the nation’s 
learning institutions. 

• University of Illinois Center for 
NanoscaleScienceandTechnology. 
Micro and Nanotechnology Labora- 
tory, 208 N Wright St, Urbana, IL 
61801; (217) 333-3097. Materials Re- 
search laboratory, 104 S Goodwin 
Ave, MC-230, Urbana, IL 61801. Co- 
ordinated Science Laboratory, 1308 
W Main St, Urbana, IL 61801; (217) 
333-251 1. This college leads the field 
in many important aspects, and re- 
ceives the most funding from the 
National Science Foundation. 

For more information on the insti- 
tutions that are pursuing nanotech 
research, visit www.nano.gov; 
www.nsti.org/outreach/ 
organizations.html. 
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Monkeywrench/ Hope/ 

An Interview with Jeffrey St. Clair 



by Joshua Frank 

Jeffrey St. Clair is the author of Been Brown So Long It 
Looked Like Green to Me: The Politics of Nature. He is the 
co-editor of the radical muckraking newsletter Counterpunch 
and the author of several new books, including Dime's Worth 
of Difference: Beyond the Lesser of Two Evils and Imperial 
Crusades: Iraq, Afghanistan and Yugoslavia. He resides in 
Oregon City, Oregon. 

EF.'J: Many progressives I've talked to — who admit that John 
Kerry offers no alternative to the Bush administration on almost 
every issue — often justify their support for the Kerry ticket by 
saying that there is at least a stark difference on the environmen- 
tal front. They see Kerry as an environmental crusader who has 
received ringing endorsements from all of the major environ- 
mental groups. Having covered environmental politics since the 
early 1990s, do you agree that there are major differences 
between Bush and Kerry regarding the environment? 

JSC: The actual environmental movement bears very little 
relationship to "major environmental groups." The big 
groups, a.k.a. "Gang Green," function politically as little 
more than a green front for the Democratic Party. They 
inflate Kerry as an environmental crusader. They would say 
the same thing about any Democratic nominee. That's their 
job. The Beltway Greens aren't really environmental- 
ists anymore, not in the way we used to think of 
enviros 15 or 20 years ago. These aren't 
activists, but lawyers and lobbyists who 
could just as easily be lobbying on health 
care, abortion rights or trade policy. There's 
no driving commitment to wilderness, 
burning rage about cancer alley or passion- 
ate concern for the fate of the grizzly. It's all 
very congenial, nicely compensated, pre- 
fabricated and totally uninspired. 

The irony, of course, is that the better this 
new breed of eco-lobbyist does its job, the 
less seriously most rational people take 
them. With good reason. Does Bush 
want to pursue corporate-driven, 
environmentally hostile poli- 
cies? Of course. Is Kerry an 
environmental crusader? Of 
course not, and there's the lie. 

In their zeal to become 
Beltway players, the Big 
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Greens have ceased to be truth-tellers. For example, the 
Greens say that Bush has turned his back on the Kyoto 
protocols. True enough. But they neglect to say that Kerry 
turned his back first, voting against Kyoto while he was a 
senator and Clinton was president. They say that Bush was 
tight with Kenneth Lay and covered for Enron. Right on. 
But they overlook the fact that Lay and the Kerrys are also 
very good friends and frequent dining companions. Lay 
was recruited by Teresa Heinz Kerry for a seat on the board 
of directors of her environmental foundation, where he 
was assigned the role of heading the foundation's global 
warming task force. 

They charge that Bush, fully marinated in crude oil, 
wants to open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) 
to drilling. Horrible, but true. They say that Kerry opposes 
this. And that's true, too. But they elide the fact that Kerry 
told Teamster President Jimmy Hoffa that while he won't 
drill in ANWR, he does plan to drill "everywhere else like 
never before." Kerry met with the American Gas Associa- 
tion and pledged his support for a Trans-Alaska-Canada 
Natural Gas Pipeline that will cut across some of the most 
incredible tundra and taiga on Earth — a project that will 
dwarf the Trans-Alaska Pipeline. No one among the Beltway 
Greens even squeaked. 

EF!J: Does this perpetual hypocrisy of the Big Greens go any 
deeper? Larry Fahn, the Sierra Club's current 
president, said, "Thousands of Sierra Club 
members in every state will be volunteer- 
ing their efforts to tell voters about the 
clear choice in this election. We are 
encouraging all Americans who care 
about the environment to vote for 
John Kerry in November. ” This is 
an enviro organization that boasts 
more than 700,000 members. 
What are the reasons that the 
Sierra Club blatantly turns its 
back on its radical John Muir 
roots, while becoming a "green 
front" for the Democratic Party 
as you say? 

JSC: It goes much deeper 
than hypocrisy. It involves big 
money, an obscene craving 
for political access, ego en- 
largement and a kind of po- 
litical paternalism that I find 



revolting. I don't think the environment will play that 
much of a factor in the election. Nobody listens to environ- 
mentalists anymore, except their own captive members. 
The Big Greens have marginalized the environmental 
movement through their blatant partisanship. Essentially, 
Fahn and the others play the role of cattle drivers, keeping 
their own herd in line. 

The Sierra Club has 
700,000 members, but 
these aren't activists. 

The Sierra Club 
doesn't want activ- 
ists, indeed they are 
run out of the orga- 
nization. Activists 
have an unwelcome 
tendency to think 
and act for them- 
selves. They aren't 
great at following 
marching orders, es- 
pecially when it 
means marching- 
over a cliff. 

EF!J: David Cobb, 
the Green Party 
presidential candi- 
date, was polling at zero 
percent in September. What 
do you think the ramifications will be for the Green Party 
which, like the Sierra Club, has apparently sidelined any 
radical tendencies and has opted to run a "smart-state" 
campaign that basically endorses Kerry for president? 

JSC: I think the Green Party is kaput, a kind of group 
political suicide on the order of that strange cult in Rancho 
Santa Fe who neutered themselves, donned their black 
sweat suits and Nikes and poisoned each other while waiting 
for the Hale-Bopp comet. A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far 
away, the founding purpose of the Green Party was to be a 
party of resistance. It was never about party building, getting 
school board candidates elected 
or being anything but a 
monkeywrench against a cor- 
rupt political system. Once the 
Green Party decided to play nice, 
it ceased to exist as a force of 
opposition. 

The only choice now is to 
not vote. Staying home on Elec- 
tion Day under these circumstances isn't apathy, laziness or 
political mopery (as much as I admire all of those things), it 
is an act of supreme resistance — particularly against those 
hysterical Democrats who yelp that this is the most impor- 
tant election of our lifetime. 

Politics is really about power. The only power the Feft 
enjoys these days is the power of negation. We can't elect 
Ralph Nader, Peter Camejo or Jesse Jackson. But we can defeat 
bad Democrats until the Democrats bend in our direction or 
a new political party rises to challenge them. Until that 
happens, the Democratic Party will continue to move to the 
right, outpacing the Republicans on several issues. 


EF!J: On what issues have the Democrats outpaced the 
Republicans? 

JSC: It’s a long list. The North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), welfare reform, evisceration of the 
Endangered Species Act, the drug war and logging the 
national forests (the annual cut under Clinton was three to 
four times the total cut under Bush in his first 
v three years). 

EF!J: It seemed that under the Bush 
administration, some of the green 
lobbyists were actually in- 
vigorated, whereas un- 
der Clinton, they 
seemed to sit back 
and watch the Sal- 
vage Rider clearcut 
old-growth forests 
while NAFTA bla- 
tantly undermined 
environmental regu- 
lations. Doyou think 
that having Bush in 
office another four 
years will energize 
these big enviros to 
do some good? 

JSC: As a general 
rule, environmental- 
ists, like other social 
movements, are better playing defense than offense; better 
at organizing against something than for something; bet- 
ter at attacking enemies than holding purported allies 
accountable for their actions. What's missing, of course, is 
any admission that it's the political system that is aligned 
with the corporations against the environment; what's 
missing is any acknowledgment that Bush is openly pursu- 
ing policies that Clinton quietly established. And that's the 
fatal flaw of the Big Greens. 

They have refused to act as honest brokers, as non- 
partisan defenders of the planet. Instead, they have se- 
duced their own members 
into believing that a change 
in the White House will lead 
to a change of direction in 
environmental policy. That's 
the crucial lie, and it's a big 
and dangerous one. 

On paper, Kerry is margin- 
ally better than Bush on the 
environment. But where a unified resistance has con- 
founded many of Bush's plans, Kerry will face little resis- 
tance. In fact, the Big Greens are likely to be complicit, as 
they were during Clinton time. The press will play along, 
and then we will be left once again with that thin green line 
of defenders: Earth First! and people in neighborhoods 
who put the needs of the Earth and the lives of their 
children above the niceties of two-party politics. Cherish 
those people, for they are our only hope. 

Joshua Frank is the author of the upcoming book, Left Out: 
How Liberals Did Bush's Work for Him, to be published by 
Common Courage Press. 



It involves big money, an obscene craving for 
political access, ego enlargement and a kind of 
political paternalism that I find revolting. 
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A Taste of the Future 

in Occupied New York 


BY ATLATL 

It's Saturday morning, September 4, and I'm leaving New 
York after a week of protesting the Republican National 
Convention. We lost this round, and I'm ready to go home. 
Sitting in the train sta- 
tion in Jersey City, I 
watch the television 
monitors flash picture 
after picture of the FBI's 
most wanted — all with 
Muslim names, all 
with brown faces. 

Vague accusations 
leap off the screen — 

"wanted in connec- 
tion with possible 
terrorist attacks against 
the US." Bullshit. Fear 
mongering. Fear the 
foreign killer. On the 
train, New Jersey Tran- 
sit tells me that I can 
"fight terrorism one 
cell at a time" by using 
my phone to call in 
any suspicious behav- 
ior. Fear. Spy. Become 
an agent of the state. 

This is, in fact, the 
same way my week 
started, and it's a per- 
fect parting shot from 
the militarized zone 
around New York City. 

Only a week earlier, 
the marquees on the 
train into the city urge 
me to report suspi- 
cious behavior. "If you see something, say something!" the 
New York subway posters scream. 

Well, here's what I see during my stay in New York. 

Throughout the week, there are police everywhere. Not 
just a cop here and there, but three or four on nearly every 
corner in Manhattan; at least one in every subway station. 
Barricades line the sides of the road. Cop cars race by at all 
hours, sirens blaring. Men with machine guns stand at the 
federal courthouse. Police helicopters tear through the 
skies overhead. A Fujifilm blimp contracts to surveil pro- 
testers. Whenever it drifts into sight above, we know that 
Big Brother is watching. 

Manhattan is an occupied zone all week — like Iraq, like 
the border south of my home in Arizona, like poor 


neighborhoods across the country. You don't even have 
to look for the armed men or listen for the choppers — 
they force themselves on your attention at all times. 

The police are always watching us. Cop cars on the 
corner, and undercover vehicles behind them. A fabri- 
cated bomb threat 
near a convergence 
space gives firemen 
an excuse to wander 
the crowd staring at 
protesters. Waiting for 
your friends to get out 
of jail? Police are pho- 
tographing and vid- 
eotaping you. Serving 
food in Tompkins 
Square Park? Cops are 
watching on foot or 
in cars, in uniforms 
or undercover. 

August 29 is the 
first day of the con- 
| vention and the day 
» of the big march. Un- 
3 dercover police on 
^ scooters drive into a 
group of bike-riding 
protesters and try to 
knock them over. The 
disoriented bikers, still 
following all traffic 
laws, are herded into a 
net and arrested with- 
out warning. A po- 
liceman grabs a biker 
and throws him to 
the pavement, break- 
ing his collarbone. 
The scooter thugs, a 
big success in their first operation, reappear throughout the 
week — until one protester gets fed up with an undercover's 
dangerous and deliberate ramming of innocent people and 
gives him a sound thrashing. More than a day later, a young 
black activist, Jamal Holiday, is accused of assaulting the 
officer and imprisoned on $50,000 bail. 

At the big march, a papier-mache dragon float is set on 
fire. Police respond by arresting everyone who doesn't run 
fast enough, whether they are involved or not. One group 
of protesters, two blocks away, is attacked from behind 
with batons. No warnings, no demands. Police wield pep- 
per spray and shout arbitrary commands at the crowd. 
Republican counter-demonstrators are almost run down 
by police horses. 



Manhattan is an occupied zone all 
week— like Iraq, like the border south 
of my home in Arizona, like poor 
neighborhoods across the country. 
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Later that night, protesters converge on Times Square 
to give the delegates a piece of our minds. The delegates 
are watching Broadway shows, and several small, peace- 
ful marches form on the sidewalks. Police respond by 
seizing the intersection, riding horses into the street and 
separating the marches. A clearly marked medic is spon- 
taneously thrown to the ground, handcuffed and lifted 
into a paddy wagon. While protesters mill about in 
confusion, the police erect netting around each street 
corner, then arrest people one corner at a time. A few 
blocks down, a group of queer activists is similarly 
netted and arrested without warning. They are forced to 
their knees and threatened with pepper spray. The 
arrestees have done nothing but kiss in public and 
march down the sidewalk at a walking pace. People who 
stop to observe this bizarre display of police power are 
threatened with arrest for "blocking the sidewalk." 

A few minutes after the protesters are loaded into 
police buses, the reason for these illegal tactics becomes 
clear. Delegates stream onto the nearly empty street, 
where only a handful of people retain the courage or 
inclination to confront them about their crimes. Mis- 
sion accomplished. 

The story repeats itself all week, and the police turn 
meaner. Entire peaceful, non-disruptive protests are ar- 
rested without warning, even after following police orders 
exactly. Show up, get arrested — it's as predictable as clock- 
work. Detainees are held at Pier 57, sleeping in a pile of 
toxic dust, metal shavings and diesel sludge. Minors are 
prevented from seeing their parents. By midweek, so many 
prisoners have gone unprocessed that the New York Su- 
preme Court holds the city in contempt. An attorney from 
the National Lawyers Guild says, "If you are the parent of 
a minor who has been detained for two days and still has 
no arrest number, I would say that child has been disap- 
peared." Thinking of political prisoners and the disap- 
peared, I remember the activist I saw grabbed by police 
from where he was chatting with friends in front of St. 
Mark's Church. While the crowd demanded an explana- 
tion, the man was shoved into a car and driven away. 

Inside the courtroom, I am threatened with expulsion 
when I make a silent gesture of support to a friend who is 
about to go before the judge. The district attorney and 
police concoct a story that "known anarchists" were the 
ones to set the dragon float on fire, that these "anarchists" 
resisted arrest and threw smoke grenades, and that a police 
officer was wrestled to the ground and burned his hand in 
the flames. All lies. Defense lawyers are repeatedly threat- 
ened with ejection for allegedly standing in the wrong 
place. I am thrown out for whispering softly, but the 
courtroom cops are allowed to stand by mouthing sarcastic 
replies to defense lawyer presentations. Bail for Josh Banno, 
one of the dragon defendants, is set at $200,000, prompt- 
ing cries of "fuck this court!" and more ejections. 

$200,000 bail for allegedly burning a paper dragon? What 
is going on here? Maybe it's that volatile term — "known 
anarchist." For months, the New York tabloids have been 
screaming about the impending anarchist threat. Anar- 
chists are going to descend and destroy New York! Never 
mind that anarchism just means cooperation without the 

continued on next page 


In Every (Pface, 
We’ve Left a (garden 

by Starhawk 

When in New York, I was faced with a painful choice 
between the women's march across the Brooklyn Bridge 
and the garden actions in the Bronx. I went up to the 
Bronx, just in case the Green Bloc needed support from 
someone with experience organizing garden work parties. 

They were transforming a small, overgrown lot owned 
by a church, cutting trees and vines to open it to the sun, 
laying out curving beds and sheet mulching with card- 
board to create a garden. A few blocks away, people were 
sheet mulching a vacant lot that will become another 
garden. In a third lot, which is already planted and graced 
with a giant treehouse, Mia from Sebastopol, California, 
and Scotty from Austin, Texas, were leading a workshop 
on bioremediation with mushrooms. It was sweet. 

I spent an hour or two pruning trees, not thinking 
about cops, solidarity demands, action logistics or even 
magic, just about what branch should come off and 
where to make the cut, how each cut affects the flow of 
energy through the tree. 

In every large action since Sacramento, we've left a 
garden behind. The media never covers it, and most 
people don't know it, but I feel good about it. I feel good 
about supporting the struggles of people in the South 
Bronx and Lower East Side to keep some green spaces in 
their neighborhood, some possibility of growing food 
and flowers and self-reliance. Each tiny garden amidst 
the concrete is like a glimpse of a beautiful otherworld, 
a more relaxed place where people sit among trees, visit, 
barbecue food and eat together in the open air. 

For more information on urban gardening in New 
York City, contact the More Gardens! Coalition, (718) 
585-2109; www.moregardens.org. 



Do you feel safe yet? NYPD patrols Tompkins Square Park. 


November-December 2004 Earth First! Page 45 


photo by Emrys 


continued from previous page 
need for laws and police threats — that across the country, 
anarchists tend gardens, feed the homeless and rebuild 
run-down neighborhoods. "A Taste of Anarchy," 
one tabloid proclaims after a day with 1,200 arrests. Anar- 
chy? Try police state! The day before, police proudly 
declared that they had a list of 35 anarchist "leaders" — 
who, they implied, they meant to arrest on sight. 

And here lies the danger. Between the tabloids and the 
government rhetoric, anarchists are being painted as the 
new domestic threat. While the television in Jersey City 
flashes pictures of brown Muslims, the prosecutor in New 
York singles out brown activists, calls them anarchists and 
asks for their heads. The city sits by as 2,000 "anarchists" 
are arrested in the name of security. Protect us from the 
anarchists! They set things on fire! Save us, noble police! 

The crackdown is coming. 

We lost this battle, and we've been losing them for a long 
time. Without Miami-style scenes of violence, the New 
York police were able to preempt effective protest by 
arresting the most radical activists, then piling on bogus 
charges or holding people in jail until the convention was 
over. My friend Josh of the $200,000 bail — innocent of all 
charges — got his bail reduced and is free for now, but 
excuse me if I don't celebrate 
the week as a victory. Sure, 
most of us are out, but the 
Republicans still managed to 
have their party and go home. 

With a few notable exceptions, 
we largely failed to hold the 
delegates accountable for their 
crimes. And as for Josh, he's 
still facing five trumped-up 
felony charges. 

The police state is not playing around anymore. Pro- 
test — especially radical protest — will not be tolerated. 
You can keep going to mass mobilizations, getting ar- 
rested and accomplishing nothing if you want — but at 
what point will they just disappear you? The crackdown 
on foreigners is already here, and immigrants are being 
disappeared. The crackdown on anarchists is coming. 


Then it will be the 
unions, then the 
liberals. 

Let me tell you 
what it felt like to 
beinNewYorkthis 
week. I was afraid 
constantly. I was 
fearful and tense 
as I walked by 
uniformed thugs, 
wondering if I 
would be grabbed 
because they had 
my picture. I was 
on edge from the 
constant rattle of 
surveillance heli- 
copters. I felt furi- 
ous and impotent at the threats and humiliation doled out in 
liberal heaps by the courthouse cops. I felt like a prisoner. Like 
an occupied subject in my own homeland. 

Of course, there has always been repression against 
radicals in this country. But it is escalating, and the overt- 
ness of Police State New York 
this week was appalling. I 
stress that I am not exagger- 
ating this account. Show up 
for a protest, get arrested. It 
was that simple. 

So how do we respond? 
First, we need to give up on 
our denial — on the illusion 
that we live in a free country. 
We need to realize that mass mobilizations in this country 
are useless as a form of direct action, and they will continue 
to be until we work up the guts to actually fight back 
against police aggression, even riot. We need to recognize 
that fascist-style repression is escalating — from the seven 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty activists accused of ter- 
rorism to targeted roundups in the streets of New York — 
and it will only keep getting worse. And before all you 
liberals start to fantasize about a Kerry victory making 
everything better, let me remind you of a few things. Kerry 
not only voted for the USA PATRIOT act, he wrote part of 
it. He wants to double the CIA's covert operations budget 
and institute a national spy chief. Just listen to the man 
speak — does he talk about participatory democracy, or 
does he talk about winning the "war on terror?" What does 
that tell you? 

There is no easy solution, because the times are truly dire. 
But we will continue to lose ground until we stop showing 
up for these ineffective, arrest-certain actions — until we 
kill denial. The time has come to shift our emphasis to 
underground direct action or, at the very least, to step up 
our support for those who do. The creeping fascist state will 
not be defeated by ballot boxes or polite marches. 

I saw fascism in New York this week, and I've said 
something. Now let's go do something. 

Atlatl is an anarchist, and he will not be disappeared 
without a fight. 


Between the tabloids and the 
government rhetoric, anarchists 
are being painted as the new 
domestic threat. 



A cop watches protesters from atop 
Madison Square Garden. 



A papier-mache dragon bums in front of Madison Square Garden 
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By Reason or Force 

Chile Cracks Down on Mapuche Leaders, Anti-Plantation Activists 


by Jason Tockman 

Four indigenous activists in Chile and a supporter have 
each been sentenced to 10 years in prison on charges of 
terrorism in relation to the Mapuche's struggle to reclaim 
lands seized by the Chilean state 
and by forestry companies, nota- 
bly Arauco and Mininco (see EF!J 
March-April 2004). They will join 
the growing list of Mapuche pris- 
oners in Chilean jails, including 
community leaders — "Lonkos" in 
the Native language. While a dozen 
more Mapuche still await trial, 
some have gone into hiding to 
avoid facing a judicial system that 
they say "criminalizes the indig- 
enous cause and h&s a racist bias 
against the Mapuche." 

The five defendants were 
charged with "terrorist arson" 
under Pinochet-era anti-terrorist laws for allegedly setting 
fire to a Mininco pine plantation near the town of Ercilla 
in 2001. Once invoked, the laws allow the government to 
double jail sentences, conceal the identity of witnesses and 
withhold evidence from the defense. Punishment does not 
yield when the prison sentence is complete: The "terrorist" 
is then restricted from participating in trade unions, busi- 
ness ownership, public office, journalism and teaching. 

"They say that we are 'terrorists' for defending our rights," 
said Pascual Pichun, 52, from a prison in Traiguen, where he 


and fellow Lonko Aniceto Norm, 47, are being held for five 
years. "The plantations have greatly impacted the commu- 
nity. We have lost medicinal herbs, native forests and water. 
The fumigation of the tree plantations has polluted the 
water and contaminated the lands and animals." 

After surveying the situation, 
a UN Special Rapporteur recom- 
mended that the state de-esca- 
late its criminalization of the 
Mapuche, seek negotiated solu- 
tions and respect the rights of 
indigenous people. Chile has re- 
fused to comply. 

Mapuche activists have killed 
no one in their contemporary, 
non-passive resistance to the in- 
cursions onto their lands. But 
Chile, dutifully following its na- 
tional motto, "By Reason or 
Force," has been accelerating its 
efforts to crush the indigenous 
movement. Two years ago, a police officer shot and killed 
17-year-old Alex Lemun during a protest on a plantation 
near his community. No charges have been brought against 
the officer. 

To express support for the Mapuche people, please write 
to Ricardo Lagos, president of Chile, Palacio de la Moneda, 
Santiago, Chile. For more information, visit www.mapuche- 
nation.org; www.mapuexpress.net. 

Jason Tockman is a global justice activist living in Athens, 
Ohio. He can be contacted at tockman@riseup.net. 



Agents of repression on the march in Chile 


FBI Interrogates Australian Journalist 

by Earth Liberation Prisoners 


In June, an Australian radio broadcaster and human 
rights activist, who happens to be blind, flew to California 
to visit friends. Days after her arrival, she heard that a 
young man's home had been raided by 20 FBI agents, who 
questioned him about his activist activities and proceeded 
to make arrangements to have him go before a grand jury. 
It was alleged that the man was involved in the burning 
down of an apartment complex in San Diego, California 
(see EF!f September-October 2003). The journalist tried to 
contact him, but she was told that he was so traumatized 
by the event that he could not appear on radio. 

Having made her request to do the interview, the 
journalist herself became an FBI target. On July 19, she 
made preparations to leave California. Upon arriving at 
the airport, she had an eerie feeling that proved accurate 
when she attempted to board her plane and was stopped 
by a customs officer. 

The officer took her passport and questioned its validity. 
Four FBI agents appeared and questioned the journalist 


closely about her activist activities in Australia, asking if 
she was involved with any anarchist groups there. They 
asked if she was involved with the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF). They also asked her about a number of people 
suspected of being ELF activists. She didn't know any of 
the people named. Her belongings were searched, but all 
the FBI found was a white cane, a studded belt, punk music 
and a heap of braille books. The agents said that they were 
searching her bags for bombs. 

The journalist explained to them that this was harass- 
ment, and that it was ridiculous that they were asking her 
these questions. However, they tried to link her with the 
burning down of the San Diego apartment complex. 
Then they said that she should encourage others to come 
forward and "tell the truth." She was interrogated for at 
least 15 minutes, after which they let her go. The FBI 
agents informed her that such interviews are part of the 
preventative work the agency has focused on following 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 
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He's Working on Your Side! 


by Stu Sugarman 
Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I've noticed that above-ground activists with no connections 
to the Animal Liberation Front or the Earth Liberation Front are 
being harassed. Under the USA PATRIOT Act, can people who 
are vocally supportive of such groups be prosecuted? 

— Is Free Speech Dead? 

Dear Free Speech, 

The primary weapon activists have against the govern- 
ment to maintain our right to vocally support whom we 
wish is the First Amendment to the US Constitution, 
which states, "Congress shall make no law... abridging 
the freedom of speech." The First 
Amendment applies to each 
of the 50 state governments 
and clearly creates your right 
to state your support for the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF). 

If a law conflicts with the First 
Amendment, that law — in- 
cluding the USA PATRIOT Act 
(UPA) — must give way and the 
reviewing court may strike that 
law out of existence. 

Let's say you were at a protest and 
yelled, "I support the ELF!" within earshot of 
agents from the Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity, FBI or Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire- 
arms (BATF) or local police. Say that statement 
triggered an all-out government effort to persecute 
you using the UPA. The government can mess up 
your life through constant surveillance and repeated 
grand jury subpoenas and appearances if you are an 
effective communicator, but it will not be able to suc- 
cessfully convict you for your statements. 

Here are seven UPA sections that the government 
might use in a desperate and futile attempt to intimidate 
you, the brave activist who will never be cowed. Before 
UPA Section 215, the FBI needed to describe to a judge 
how your library, bank, airline, video rental store, phone 
company, doctor or church (for example) contained 
evidence in its records that a federal crime had probably 
been committed. That library, etc. could tell you about 
the search. Under UPA Section 215, the FBI may conduct 
secret searches of your business records held by someone 
else by merely stating that its search is designed to 
protect against terrorism — you do not even need to be 
accused of being a criminal or a terrorist! This section 
sunsets in 2005. 
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Under UPA Section 505, any FBI field office may issue a 
National Security Letter (NSL) to any US citizen and require 
you to turn over any and all records, so long as the informa- 
tion is relevant to an ongoing terrorism investigation (even 
if you are not involved). You would not be allowed to let 
others know of the NSL, which no judge need approve. New 
York Federal District Court Judge Victor Marreo struck this 
section down on September 29, but has delayed enforce- 
ment pending an expected appeal from the government. 

Before UPA Section 218, the federal government could 
conduct searches only in a very tiny number of cases, if it 
could convince a special secret court that foreign intelligence 
was the primary basis for the search and that the person 
whose records were searched was a foreign government 
agent. Information gained could be used for 
intelligence only. Under Section 218, there 
only has to be some "foreign intelligence 
reason" for the search (e.g., "drugs fund 
terrorism"), and anyone can be the sub- 
ject. Information gained under Section 
218 can be used to prosecute anyone, 
eliminating the barrier between intelli- 
gence and law enforcement. 

Under UPA Section 213, the FB1/BATF 
may conduct secret searches in any situ- 
ation, terrorism-related or not. UPA Sec- 
tion 216 allows the government to secretly 
monitor your Internet activities to learn 
who you are communicating with and 
visa versa. Section 216 broadens the scope 
of this monitoring to "any criminal in- 
vestigation" and permits no judicial over- 
sight. Before UPA Section 206, all wiretaps 
had to be authorized for each specific phone or 
computer. After Section 206, the FBI can obtain secret 
"roving" wiretaps to spy on all phones, computers, etc. used 
by a particular person or entity, such as a library's public-use 
computers. This section sunsets in 2005. UPA Section 802 
created the crime of "domestic terrorism," which is defined 
as any act that is "dangerous to human life" and that violates 
this country’s criminal laws, if the actor intends to "influ- 
ence the policy of a government by intimidation or coer- 
cion." This section sunsets in 2005. 

Please work to kill the UPA by letting your congressperson 
know that the sunsetting provisions should actually sun- 
set, by resisting grand juries and by proclaiming far and 
wide, "I SUPPORT THE ELF!" 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stuart A. Sugarman, 
LLC, 3430 SE Belmont #101, Portland, OR 97214; 
blc@hevanet.com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" on the 
subject line. 




Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them! 


Regulations for mail sent to prisoners 
vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending monetary donations, stamps, books 
or packages, ask prisoners what the regula- 
tions are. Assume that the authorities read 
everything that you write to a prisoner. The 
following list is a small sample of the total 
number of political prisoners and prisoner 
support groups worldwide. The EF! Journal 
offers discounted subscriptions for prison- 
ers. Please contact us for more information. 

Prisoner Updates 

•Jose Velez Acosta, #23883-069, Federal 
Correctional Complex, US Penitentiary, 
POB 1033, Coleman, FF 33521-1033, USA. 
Serving two years and nine months for 
actions taken during a celebration of the 
end to the US Navy bombing of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico. Acosta has been moved to the 
above address. 

•William Frediani, Carcere Don Bosco, 
Via Don Bosco 43, 56100 Pisa, Italy. 
Frediani is a member of the eco-anar- 
chist group II Silvestre, which has re- 
cently come under intense government 
repression (see EF!J September-October 
2004). On July 30, 10 people associated 
with II Silvestre had their houses raided; 
three were arrested. Two were placed 
under house arrest, and one of these, 
Francesco, escaped and is currently on 
the run. Frediani is now awaiting trial 
for promoting sabotage, participating in 
direct action and using firebombs. 

•Jose Perez Gonzalez, #21519-069, 
Atlanta USP, POB 150160, Atlanta, GA 
30315, USA. Serving five years for ac- 
tions taken during a celebration of the 
end to the US Navy bombing of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico. Gonzales has been repeat- 
edly placed in solitary confinement and 
transferred between prisons without the 
knowledge of his lawyer. He has been 
moved to the above address. 

•Paul Holliday was released in July 
after serving four months for making 
phone calls to animal abusers, includ- 
ing Huntingdon Life Sciences (HFS) 
shareholders, hunters and agricultural 
suppliers. 

•Jemima Lamb, of North Coast Earth 
First!, was sentenced to 30 days in jail 
on August 17. She had locked herself 
to a school bus in order to blockade 
roads being used by Maxxam/Pacific 
Lumber, the company logging the 
Mattole watershed. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, OSP, 
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA. 


Sejving 22 years and eight months for 
arson at a car dealership and for the 
attempted arson of an oil truck. The 
oral arguments on Free's appeal have 
been postponed due to a recent US 
Supreme Court ruling that judges may 
not give sentences exceeding state 
guidelines. This ruling may imply that 
Free's sentence is not only excessive, 
but illegal. 

•Leonard 
Peltier, #89637- 
132, POB 1000, 

Leavenworth, KS 
66048, USA. Pel- 
tier, an American 
Indian Movement 
activist, is serving 
life in prison after 
being framed for 
the deaths of two 
FBI agents killed 
during the 1975 
Pine Ridge siege. 

He and another 
prisoner have 
filed a lawsuit 
against several 
government offi- 
cials and agencies, 
alleging that their sentences were ille- 
gally extended and their parole denied 
for more than 10 years after it should 
have been granted. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.leonardpeltier.org. 

•Alessio Perondi, Via Pianezza 300, 
10151 Torino, Italy. Perondi has been 
moved to the above address. He is await- 
ing trial for promoting sabotage and par- 
ticipating in direct action. Like William 
Frediani, he is a member of II Silvestre. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Tre Arrow, c/o Rudy Kischer, Em- 
barkation Law Group, 609 W Hastings 
St, Sixth Floor, Vancouver, BC V6B 
4W4, Canada. Awaiting hearing on 
possible extradition to the US to stand 
trial for alleged involvement in arsons 
on logging trucks and an Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) arson on vehicles 
owned by a sand and gravel company. 
Arrow is also awaiting trial for charges 
of shoplifting and providing a false 
name in Canada. He has applied for 
refugee status to prevent his extradi- 
tion. For more information, visit 
www.trearrow.org. 

•William "Billy" Cottrell, #29526112, 
Metropolitan Detention Center, POB 1 500, 


Los Angeles, CA 90053, USA. Awaiting 
trial for alleged involvement in a series 
of ELF actions that damaged approxi- 
mately 125 SUVs. His trial is scheduled 
to begin October 26. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.freebillycottrell.org. 

•Ibai Ederra, Carcel de Pamplona, C/ 
San Roque Apdo 250, 31080-Irunez 
Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. Awaiting 
sentencing for 
sabotaging a dam 
construction site. 

•Manase Furima, 
Lembaga Pemasyar- 
akatan Manokwari, 
Jl. Sabang No 4, 
Manokwari, Papua, 
Indonesia. Await- 
ing trial for taking 
part in a road block- 
ade to prevent ille- 
gal logging. 

•Matius Nasira, 
Lembaga Pemas- 
yarakatan Man- 
okwari, Jl. Sabang 
No 4, Manokwari, 
Papua, Indonesia. 
Awaiting trial for 
taking part in a road 
blockade to prevent illegal logging. 

•Sergio Maria Stefani, c.c. Regina Coeli, 
via della Lungara 29, 00165 Roma, Italy. 
Awaiting trial for allegedly damaging 
fur stores and butcher shops and for 
involvement in the planting of an in- 
cendiary device outside a butcher shop. 
Also accused of involvement in a letter- 
bombing campaign. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, c/o 
Bates County Jail, POB 60, Butler, MO 
64730, USA. Awaiting sentencing for 
parole violations, including dumping a 
cup of red paint over the security appa- 
ratus of a federal court and making warn- 
ings ("threats") of weapons of mass 
destruction. Woodson recently com- 
pleted 20 years for disarming a Minute- 
man II missile silo with a jackhammer, 
mailing warning letters to officials with 
bullets inside, robbing a bank and burn- 
ing the money. 

Animal Liberation 
• Dave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP 
Bullingdon, Oxfordshire 0X6 OPZ, UK. 
Serving 10 years for attacking the man- 
aging director of HLS, rescuing 600 
guinea pigs from a lab supplier and 
continued on next page 
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planting incendiary devices under 
slaughterhouse vehicles. 

•Hanna Ekegren, Box 1005, 718 92 
Frovi, Sweden. Serving 10 months for 
damaging equiptnent at a chicken pro- 
cessing plant and destroying the eggs of 
thousands of chickens that would have 
been bred for the industry. 

•Paul Le Boutillier, KA9326, HMP 
Hull, Hedon Rd, Hull HU9 5LS, UK. 
Serving 2.5 years for making phone 
calls to animal abusers, including HLS 
shareholders, hunters and agricultural 
suppliers. 

Ecodefense 

•Dr. Yuri Bandazhevsky, Valiuk for 
Bandazhevsky Y. 1. , 231318 Grodnenskaya 
oblast, Lidski raion, Peskovtsy ul. 
Oktiabrskaya, 2, Belarus. Currently at a 
penal colony after serving 3.5 years for 
telling the world that the nuclear radia- 
tion around Chernobyl was worse than 
the Belarus government reported. His 
sentence is eight years, but he is expected 
to be paroled in December. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serv- 
ing 27 years for using explosives to 
target nuclear facility powerlines and 
for the alleged murder of a Swiss border 
guard, which he denies. He reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian. 

•Angela Marie Cesario, #66522-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Dublin, 5675 8th 
St, Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA. 
Serving three years and five months for 
arson of logging trucks in Oregon. 

• Inaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de 
Pamplona, C/San Roque. Apdo. 250, 
3 1080-Irunez Pamplona, Navarra, Spain. 
Serving nearly five years for sabotaging 
a dam construction site. 

•Craig "Critter" Marshall, #13797662, 
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR 
97914, USA. Serving 5.5 years for con- 
spiracy to commit arson and possession 
of incendiary devices to destroy SUVs. 

•Jeremy Rosenbloom, #66521-065, 
Federal Prison Camp Sheridan, POB 
6000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving 
three years and five months for arson of 
logging trucks in Oregon. 

•John Wade, #38548-083, FCI Pe- 
tersburg Low, POB 1000, Petersburg, 
VA 23804, USA. Serving three years 
for a series of ELF actions against 
McDonald's, Burger King, urban 
sprawl, the construction industry and 
an SUV dealership. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron "Oso Blanco" Chubbuck, 
#07909-051, POB 1000, Leavenworth, 


KS 66048, USA. Serving 80 years for 
aggravated assault on federal agents, 
escape and bank robbery. Chubbuck 
funneled money that he stole from 
banks to the Zapatista Army of Na- 
tional Liberation in Chiapas, Mexico. 

MOVE 

The "MOVE 9," members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for the 
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to 100 
years each. Although many of the MOVE 
prisoners are listed together, they must be 
written to separately. 

• Debbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet 
Holloway Africa, #006308, and Janine 
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge 
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge 
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI 
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA 
19426-0244, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, 
PA 17931, USA. 



•William Philips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dal- 
las, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. Abu-Jamal, a politically 
active journalist, was framed for the 
murder of a cop in 1981. 

Political Prisoners 

•Matthew Lamont, #T90251/D3-140, 
44750 W 60th St, Lancaster, CA 93536, 
USA. Lamont, an Earth Firstler, is serv- 
ing three years for possession of an in- 
cendiary device. 

•Robert Thaxton, #12112716, MCCF, 
4005 Aumsville Hwy, Salem, OR 97301, 
USA. Thaxton, aka Rob Los Ricos, is 
serving a seven-year mandatory mini- 
mum sentence for throwing a rock at a 


cop at a 1999 Reclaim the Streets action 
in Eugene, Oregon. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915, 
Chillicothe Correctional Center, 1500 
W Third St, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 
USA. Before she was given a life sen- 
tence in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
active in animal rights and environ- 
mental campaigns. 

Vieques 

Demonstrators celebrated the end of US 
military maneuvers on the island of Vieques, 
Puerto Rico, in May 2003. Actions taken 
during a victory celebration led to the arrest 
and conviction of several activists, who 
were charged with conspiracy to destroy 
federal property. 

•Nestor de Jesus Guishard, #21716- 
069, MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San 
Juan, Puerto Rico 00922-2147. Serving 
one year and two months. 

•Jose Montanez Sanes, #26317-069, 
MDC Guaynabo, POB 2147, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico 00922-2147. Serving one 
year and six months. 

•Jorge Cruz, #26318-069, Federal 
Prison Camp, POB 725, Edgefield, SC 
29824-0725, USA. Serving one year and 
six months. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Anarchist Black Cross Network, 
www.anarchistblackcross.org. 

•Anarchist Prisoner Legal Aid Network, 
818 SW Third Ave, PMB 354, Portland, 
OR 97204, USA. 

•Books Through Bars, 4722 Baltimore 
Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19143, USA; 
www.booksthroughbars.org. 

•Break the Chains Prisoner Support 
Group, POB 12122, Eugene, OR 97440, 
USA; www.breakthechains.net. 

•Critical Resistance, 1904 Franklin St, 
Ste 504, Oakland, CA 94612, USA; 
www.criticalresistance.org. 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•Free's Defense Network, POB 3, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440, USA. 

•Friends of Free, www.freefreenow.org. 

•North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group, POB 69597, 
5845 Yonge St, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3, Canada. 

•Prison Activist Resource Center, POB 
339, Berkeley, CA 94701, USA; 
www.prisonactivist.org. 

•Prison Book Program, 110 Arling- 
ton St, Boston, MA 02116, USA; 
www.prisonbookprogram.org. 

•Prison Moratorium Project, 388 At- 
lantic Ave, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 
11217, USA; www.nomoreprisons.org. 
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announcements 


Feral Visions Fall Tour flows to Fossil Creek not later than bigsky@highplainsfilms.org; 

November 2004 • Eastern/Midwest US December 3 1 , 2004. " Come witness and www.bigskyfilmfest.org. 

The goal of the Feral Visions tour is enjoy this once-in-a-lifetime event! 
to inspire and empower participants Buses will be departing from Flagstaff, Rebel Folk Press 
to break down the layers of alienation Phoenix and Tucson. For more infor- Rebel Folk Press is a group of rascals 
at work in our lives that keep us depen- mation, contact the Center for Biologi- aiming to create and distribute agitation- 
dent on complex industrial and social cal Diversity, (602) 628-9909. art far and wide — including radical mu- 

systems. By showing examples of sic, books, zines, movement(s), herstory, 

people attempting to live outside of Big Sky Documentary Film Festival feelings, ideas and infectious laughter, 
these systems, including a slideshow February 17-23 • Missoula, Montana Rebel Folk is a work-in-progress pub- 

on rewilding, radical homesteading The Big Sky Documentary Film Festival lishing project of music, printed matter 

and realizing our wildest dreams, Feral is the principal venue for nonfiction film and more, to scatter seeds of resistance 
Visions hopes to plant seeds of rebel- 
lious renewal. 

For more information or to schedule 
a presentation, contact Feral Visions, 

(866) 460-2945; crazgnat@yahoo.com; 
www.wildroots.org. 

Demand Liberation: Student Animal 
Rights Conferences 

November and February 

Ready to take action with other 
young activists in your region? Want 
to find out more about how to build up 
your group at school? The Student Ani- 
mal Rights Alliance is inviting you to 
attend Demand Liberation: Regional 
Student Animal Rights Action Confer- 


Earth First! Organizers' Conference/Winter Rendezvous 



Juniper Highlands, Chuk'shon and Phoenix EF! 
invite you for a weekend of strategizing and orga- 
nizing in the warm Southwest! The main goal of 
this Winter gathering will be for EFlers to evaluate 
our organizing, our action styles and the character 
and culture of our collectives to see where we can 
improve in creating an inclusive, welcoming cul- 
ture that sustains activism for all of us in the long 
term. For more information, contact (520) 792- 
6472; az_earth_first@hotmail.com. 


February 19-22 • Southern Arizona 


ences. Registration is $10 in advance, 
$20 at the door. Yummy vegan lunches 
and snacks are included. 

November 6-7 — Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania; November 13- 
14 — Boston, Massachusetts; 

February 5-6— Gainesville, 

Florida; February 12-1 3 — Austin, ^ 

Texas; February 19-20 — Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. 

For more information, visit 
www.defendanimals.org. /&L 


in the American West. More than 75 
films, including world and US premiers, 
classics, and rare and experimental works 
will be shown during the week-long 


Fossil Creek Flows Againl — 

December 31 • Northern Arizona 

You're invited to a special New Year's 
celebration — the return of full flows to 
Fossil Creek. On September 15, 2000, 
an historic agreement was signed be- 
tween Arizona Public Service, Ameri- 
can Rivers, the Center for Biological 
Diversity, Yavapai-Apache Nation, 
Northern Arizona Audubon Society, 
Arizona Riparian Council, Sierra Club 
and the Nature Conservancy that de- 
clared: "Arizona Public Service shall 
cease generating power and restore full 




festival. The event is 
open to nonfiction films and % 
videos of all styles, subject matter, 
lengths and production dates. 
Awards will be given for best feature 
documentary, best short documentary 
and best documentary about the Ameri- 
can West. 

For more information, contact Doug 
Hawes-Davis, Big Sky Documentary Film 
Festival, 131 S Higgins Ave, Ste 201, 
Missoula, MT 59802; (406) 728-0753; 


and see that they take root. In 2001, 
Rebel Folk published Hootenanny, a 
songbook of radical campfire songs. The 
Biotic Baking Brigade's edible manifesto 
Pie Any Means Necessary was recently co- 
published with AK Press. 

For more information, contact Rebel 
Folk Press, POB 40130, San Francisco, 
CA 94140; whatup@rebelfolk.org; 
www.rebelfolk.org. 

Break the Chains #19 Now A vailable 

This issue includes: Reports on the 
June 12th Day of Action in Solidarity 
with Jeff "Free" Luers; "Black, Gay, Bi 
and Transgender" by Eric Johnson; "The 
Mexican Role in Imperial Conquest" by 
Benny Tapia; "It's Time for Change" by 
anarchist political prisoner Matthew 
Lamont, plus lots of news and analysis 
about political prisoners and the struggle 
against the prison system. To order, send 
three dollars to Break the Chains, POB 
12122, Eugene, OR 97440 (free for pris- 
oners in California, Idaho, Oregon and 
Washington). 
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Wildroots 


Wildroots is a collective radical 
homestead focused on bringing people 
together to share skills for rewilding 
and reconnecting to nature and to affect 
cultural change from a biocentric perspective. We 
are seeking like-minded prospective collective 
members and are open to visitors and work traders. 
Contact us for details: (866) 460-2945, 
wildrootsnc@ziplip.com, www.wildroots.org. 


6 ) 



covering communities 
of resistance 
for over three years 


* • * ' magazine 

subscribe for $18 to receive 6 issues 
of the award-winning magazine. 

PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
or subscribe online at 
www.clamormagazine.org 



J COMPROMISE 


No Compromise is dedicated to unifying the grassroots animal 
liberation movement by providing a forum in which activists can 
exchange information, share strategy, discuss important issues 
within the movement, network with each other in an open and 
respectful environment and strengthen the grassroots. Every issue 
of No Compromise contains the latest in news horn grassroots 
animal liberation organizations, Animal Liberation Front action 
updates, activist interviews, special focus sections, useful how-to 
information, and commentary. No Compromise is published 
quarterly and produced entirely by activists for activists. 

Get your subscription today! $15 Regular/$10 Student/$20 Outside of U.S 
Contact us for more information on distribution rates for groups and infoshops. 


No Compromise 740A 14th Street #125 San Francisco, CA 941 14 
831-425-3007 www.nocompromise.org nc-info@nocompromise.org 



Concerned (dingles 

links socially conscious singles 
who care deeply about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

Nationwide /international 
AH ages * Straight / gay 
Since 1984 

free sample: Box 444-EF 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
OR TELEPHONE (413) 243-4350 
or visit www.concernedsingles.com 


For the first time in the history of the world, 
the 2005 Slingshot Organizer comes in TWO sizes! 

The traditional pocket version (4.25" x 5.5") 

The experimental, spiral-bound version (5.5" x 8.5") 


160-page calendars with radical dates 
for every day of the year, plus much more. 


Get them at your local infoshop or independent bookstore. 
For a list of retailers & mail order distros: www.tao.ca/~sllngshot. 
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Liberation now. 


BURNING RAGE OF A DYING PLANET 

Speaking for the Earth Liberation Front 
—CRAIG ROSEBRAUGH 


BURNING RAGE $ 
> DYING PLANET 


TERRORISTS 
or FREEDOM 


An amazing account of resistance and an 
inspirational adventure into the radical 
wing of the U.S. environmental movement. 
Former Earth Liberation Front spokesper- 
son Craig Rosebraugh shows how ELFers 
offer an uncompromising vision of an earth 
under assault from the forces of greed and 
corporate violence, and how they employ 
direct action against those they deem a 
threat to the planet. 


1. AKFU l.lBm vilON tHUM 



V ^ 



TERRORISTS OR FREEDOM FIGHTERS? 

Reflections on the Liberation of Animals 




—STEVEN BEST & ANTHONY J. NOCELLA II 
"An unapologetic, impassioned, articulate 
and above all, rational defense of the mili- 
tant tactics and philosophy of those on the 
front lines to save the earth and all its crea- 
tures. This authoritative work ought to be 
mandatory reading for everyone concerned 
with the future of creative dissent, radical 
change, and putting ethics into action." 
—Ramsey Kanaan, AK Press 


1.800.856.8664 • www.lanternbooks.com 



“G.W.BUSH 
TOILET PAPER 


peacesupplies.org 


$7e°ch 
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Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 
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Earth First! 


paarise@mtn.org 
ONAMOVE EF! 

7908 Minnetonka, St Louis Park, 
MN 55426 
(612) 719-7000; 
onamoveearthlst@aol.com 


Directory 


ARIZONA 

Chiricahua-Dragoon Alliance 
POB 76, Elfrida, AZ 85610 
(520) 824-3201; asante@vtc.net 
Chuk'shon EF! 
sabthebastards@hotmail.com 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net 
Phoenix EF! 

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008 

phoenixef@excite.com 

Tucson EF! 

az_earth_first@hotmail.com 
CALIFORNIA 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-6598 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com 
Slingshot/Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, 

CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751 

smartMeme project 

2940 16th St Ste 216, San Francisco, 

CA 94103 

(415) 255-9133; 

smartmeme@riseup.net 


1015 W Creighton St, Ft Wayne, IN 46807 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Mass EF! 

takeaction200 l@hotmail .com 
Lawrence Grassroots Initiative 
POB 43, Lawrence, MA 01642 
(978) 688-3569 



MISSOURI 

Confluence /St Louis IMC 
POB 63232, St Louis, MO 63163 
(314) 772-0322 
MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 
POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Cold Mountains, Cold Rivers 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458; 
buffalobruce@panhandle.net 
NEW YORK 
Central New York EF! 

POB 37044, Syracuse, NY 13235 
Project Harmony 
216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027 
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com 
Wetlands Preserve 
POB 344, New York, NY 10108 
(212) 947-7744; 
adam@wetlandspreserve.org 
NEW IERSEY 
Green Vigilance 
46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060 
(609) 265-0392 
South Jersey/Philly EF! 

_ 224 W Glencove Ave, Northfield, 

| NJ 08225 

J phillyearthfirst@yahoo.com 
» NORTH CAROLINA 
£ Katuah EF!/Roadkill Faction 
I POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Uwharrie EF! 
bisonl2@wildmail.com 


COLORADO 

DIY Traveler’s Inn 

(303) 554-0923; 

pathogenusa@ecomail.org 

FLQR1PA 

Jeaga EF! 

c/o Downward Mobility Press & Distro 
POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
(561) 547-6686; jeagaearthfirst@riseup.net 
ILLINOIS 

Autonomous Zone 

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago, 

IL 60622 

azone@azone.org 

INDIANA 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

maineef@yahoo.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 1582, Portland, ME 04104 

peoplesfreespace@riseup.net 

MICHIGAN 

Massasauga EF! 

POB 44173, Detroit, MI 48244 
massasaugaearthfirst@yahoo.com 
Popular Power 

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685 
MINNESOTA 


NORTH DAKOTA 
Unci Maka Uonihanpo 
POB 29, Ft Yates, ND 58538 
treeeyes@westriv.com 
OHIO 

Corner Books 

108 A Dayton St, Yellow Springs, 

OH 45387 
Hock-Hocking EF! 

23 Elliott St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 592-2581; shaman2b@frognet.net 

POPLAR 

POB 571, Athens, OH 45701 

poplar@riseup.net 

OREGON 


Boxcar Books and Community Center 
310A S Washington St, Bloomington, 

IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 
Buffalo Trace EF! 

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403 
Kekionga EF! 


Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, 
MN 55405 


Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 482-2640; ef@cascadiarising.org 
Cascadia Forest Defenders 
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440 
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(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@riseup.net 

Cascadia Rising 

POB 12583, Portland, OR 97212 

(503) 493-7495; action@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

Wild Siskiyou Action 

(541) 482-2640 

RHODE ISLAND 

Ocean State EF! 

oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF!/Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 949-5922; johnjEF@bledsoe.net 
Katuah EF!/River Faction 


2131 Riverside Dr, Knoxville, TN 37915 

zorgonus@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Dirty South EF! 

POB 667302, Houston, TX 77266-7302 

dsef@riseup.net 

UTAH 

Wild Wasatch Front 

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302 
VERMONT 

Save the Corporations (from Themselves) 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(862) 254-4847; larrysvt@hotmail.com 
WASHINGTON 
Olympia EF! 

POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508 


Shuksan Direct Action 

sda@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

Book of Green Shadows 

2103 Harrison Ave #2341, Olympia, 

WA 98502 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 

53703 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1588, Wilson, WY 83014 
(307) 690-6961; 
teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


International Contacts 

www. eco-act ion . org 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 
EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

7 Verge Rd, CaUala Beach, NSW, 2540, 
Australia 

(61) 2-44-466-477 
CANADA 

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative, 2035 St 
Laurent, 2 e etage, Montreal, Quebec 
H2X 2T3, Canada 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@ziplip.com 

CURAC A O 

EF! Curasao 

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curasao, 
Netherlands Antilles 
599-9-4616256 (fax) 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Zeme Predevsim 

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6, Czech Republic 
zemepredevsim@volny.cz 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax); 
carbusters@ecn.cz 
EIRE 

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth) 

54 Avora Park, Howth Co, Dublin, Ireland 

353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 

EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
Manchester EF! 

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a Beswick St, 
Manchester M4 7HS, UK 
0161-226-6814; 

mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 


London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London El 1ES, UK 

info@risingtide.org.uk 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London El 0, UK 
07751-432-240; eflondon@ziplip.com 
FRANCE 

Les Eco-guerriers 

71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart, France 
01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org 
GERMANY 

EF! Germany c/o Manuel Lindinger 
Steinstrasse 10, Seitenfluegel Rechts, 
12045 Berlin, Germany 
green.rage@web.de 
INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 

001 Bihar, India 

I SRAEL 

Green Action Israel 

POB 4611, Tel Aviv 61046, Israel 

972 (0) 3 516 2349 

NETHERLANDS 

GroenFront! 

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, 

Utrecht, Netherlands 

31-84-8666018 (tel/fax); groenfr@dds.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International/ 
EF! Nigeria 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 
Benin City, Nigeria 
234-52-25-45-29; 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co . uk 

PHILIPPINES 

EF! Davao 

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao 

City, 8000, Phillipines 

POLAND 


Citizen's Environmental Movement 
ul. Prochnika 1/301, 90-408 Lodz, Poland 
42 630-17-49; ore@ore.most.org.pl 
RUSSIA 

ECODEFENSE! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad 236000, Russia 
(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru 
Rainbow Keepers 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082, Russia 
(8312) 34-32-80 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB, Scotland 
44 (0) 41 636 1924 
Fife EF! 

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife KYI 6 

9Q, Scotland 

01334-477411 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Earth Action! 

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016, 

South Africa 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 
SPAIN 

Environmental Workshop 

IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago, Spain 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg, Sweden 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers 

POB 322, Kiev 252187, Ukraine 

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 

WALES 

Gwynedd and Mon EF! 

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr 
Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 1AX, Wales 
01248-355821 
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Terrorism, the Law and 
Guilt by Association 


by Helen Woodson 

In March, after 20 years in prison, I immediately did 
several actions highlighting deadly connections, including 
those between war and the destruction of the natural world . 
I am now awaiting sentencing for destruction of govern- 
ment property, threatening communications and viola- 
tions of the terms of my release (see EF!f May-June 2004). 

Recently, I received my Presentence Investigation Report 
(PSI). A section of the PSI devoted to my "group and 
associate affiliations" says that I am considered an "impris- 
oned terrorist. " Three of my alleged affiliations are grouped 
together — Earth First!, the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
and the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) — all believed to be 
dangerous. The ELF is singled out as "one of the nation's 
most prolific domestic terrorist organizations." 

Until recently, both state and federal courts could use 
such information as an "aggravating factor" warranting 
"upward departure" in sentencing. However, in June, the 
US Supreme Court ruled in Blakely v. Washington (124 S. Ct. 
2531) that only factors proved in court can be considered. 
Allegations of "terrorist group affiliation" or "federal crime 
of terrorism" will have to be 
made in the indictment or 
plea agreement, as will the 
many other factors previ- 
ously introduced at the last 
minute in a variety of cases. 

Everyone in legal jeopardy 
should be aware of Blakely 
and two related cases that the 
Supreme Court will hear in 
October. The government has 
reasons for alleging a "terror- 
ist group association" that po- 
tentially affect others as well. 

The PSI does not say that I 
claimed responsibility for my 
actions in the name of the ELF. 

It is "guilt by association" like 
that used in the 1950s to target 
communists and, post 9/ 1 1 , to 
go after Muslim individuals 
and Islamic groups. Often, the 
victims are just people inter- 
ested in, concerned with or 
supportive of causes or move- 
ments. Sometimes, it's com- 
plete happenstance. 

In the 1950s, people were 
targeted as "communist 
sympathizers" because they 


had attended a meeting, subscribed to a periodical or 
socialized with a suspect person. As a 17-year-old college 
freshman with no political connections, I signed a peti- 
tion only to later learn that all of us were being investi- 
gated because it was alleged that the Communist Party 
had supplied the paper that the student group had printed 
its petition on. My photo was taken at a state legislature 
session because the man seated in front of me in the 
gallery was allegedly a communist, and I had briefly 
conversed with him. 

I think it's safe to assume that there is even more 
paranoia now in the hunt for "terrorists." Surveillance 
techniques are far more sophisticated, and the conse- 
quences of even the most innocent connection can be dire. 
As always, the goal is to frighten and divide people, weaken 
movements and encourage denunciation and betrayal. 
Historically, it has worked. 

I am expected to appeal the PSI "terrorist group affilia- 
tion." If it goes unchallenged, I am considered to have 
acceded to it, and it could be used against me in the future. 
Even more, I am expected to want it off of my record because 
my actions have a religious foundation, and this association 

could "tarnish my image." I 
suggest that the best response 
is to do just the opposite, not 
with a meaningless display of 
unanimity, but with a respect- 
ful acknowledgement and ac- 
ceptance of differences in 
orientation and approach. 

The real terrorism is the 
destruction wreaked by US 
government, military, corpo- 
rate and economic power. It 
is what the writer Arundhati 
Roy calls "the arrogance of 
the human race toward other 
living things, which will 
probably be the ultimate un- 
doing of the human species." 

It is those opposing that 
arrogant power who are act- 
ing responsibly and with in- 
tegrity. It is a richly varied 
community of conscience, 
and for my part, affiliation 
with EF!, the ALF and the ELF 
is one that I am happy to 
embrace, clearly and publicly. 

Write to Helen Woodson, 
#03231-045, Bates County fail, 
POB 60, Butler, MO 64730. 
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